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1. In tro duc tion

It has been 15 years sin ce the end of the wars in 
Cro a tia and Bo snia and Her ze go vi na and al most 11 
years sin ce the end of the war in Ko so vo; very few 
war cri mes per pe tra tors ha ve been bro ught to ju sti-
ce; tho u sands of vic tims still li ve in po verty with no 
ho pe that the ir li fe can get any bet ter, the re is very 
lit tle em pathy and so li da rity for the vic tims from 
ot her et hnic gro ups, the re is no sig ni fi cant so ci e tal 
di a lo gue abo ut the past and our own re spon si bi lity. 
Using Euro pean in te gra tion as an ex cu se, po li ti cal 
eli tes advo ca te lo o king to the fu tu re and for get ting 
the past whi le the fa mi li es of at le ast 16,000 mis sing 
per sons are still trying to find the sec ret gra ve si tes 
con ta i ning the re ma ins of the ir lo ved ones. 

Whi le se ar ching for a so lu tion be ne fi cial for all 
vic tims as well as fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons, par ti ci pants 
at the Fo urth Re gi o nal Fo rum on Tran si ti o nal 
Ju sti ce for med in Oc to ber 2008, in Pri šti na, Ko so-
vo, a Co a li tion for the esta blis hment of a Re gi o nal 
Com mis sion for in ve sti ga ting and di sclo sing the 
facts abo ut war cri mes and ot her se ri o us vi o la ti ons 
of hu man rights cal led RE COM. To day, the Co a li-
tion for RE COM con sists of 695 non-go vern men tal 
or ga ni za ti ons, vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, as so ci a ti ons of 
vic tims’ fa mi li es, and in di vi du als. This Co a li tion is 
ta sked with con duc ting a de ba te on the Ini ti a ti ve 

to cre a te RE COM, con nect va ri o us ci vil so ci ety 
gro ups and or ga ni za ti ons in an ef fort to bu ild an 
at mosp he re of em pathy, so li da rity, and re spect 
for all vic tims, win over ci ti zens and go vern ments 
to sup port the cre a tion of RE COM, com pi le a 
RE COM mo del, or ga ni ze a One Mil lion Sig na tu res 
for RE COM cam pa ign and sub mit the ini ti a ti ve to 
cre a te RE COM on Ju ne 1st 2011 to na ti o nal par li a-
ments of the post-Yugo slav sta tes. 

Sin ce May 2006, when the Ini ti a ti ve for the cre a tion 
of RE COM was first la un ched in Mon te ne gro at a 
gat he ring with vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons and as so ci a-
ti ons of the fa mi li es of the mis sing from all post-
Yugo slav sta tes, the re ha ve been 79 de ba tes or ga ni-
zed at the re gi o nal, na ti o nal, and lo cal com mu nity 
le vel in clu ding fi ve re gi o nal fo rums on tran si ti o-
nal ju sti ce. The se de ba tes, or con sul ta ti ons, we re 
at ten ded by 3,471 in di vi dual from va ri o us vic tims’ 
as so ci a ti ons and as so ci a ti ons of the fa mi li es of 
the mis sing, hu man rights or ga ni za ti ons, youth 
or ga ni za ti ons, wo men’s gro ups, as so ci a ti ons of 
jo ur na lists, ve te rans’ as so ci a ti ons, aca de mic com-
mu ni ti es, le gal com mu nity, lo cal self-go vern ment 
and ot her gro ups and or ga ni za ti ons. In the pe riod 
from May to De cem ber 2009 the re ha ve been 43 
de ba tes at ten ded by 1,706 in di vi du als. It is as ses-
sed that a to tal of 5,500 par ti ci pants will ta ke part 
in the RE COM re la ted de ba tes who will gi ve the ir 
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con tri bu tion thro ugh sug ge sti ons and re com men-
da ti ons to the cre a tion of the RE COM mo del as 
a re spon se to an over whel ming so ci e tal need to 
esta blish the facts abo ut the vic tims and a cri ti-
cal in ve sti ga tion of our own re spon si bi lity for the 
events of the past. 

2. Cre di bi lity and le gi ti macy 
    of the Ini ti a ti ve for the 
    Cre a tion of RE COM

The Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM is not an al ter na ti ve to 
war cri mes tri als con duc ted be fo re the In ter na ti-
o nal Cri mi nal Tri bu nal for the For mer Yugo sla via 
(ICTY) and na ti o nal war cri mes trial cham ber in 
the Bal kans, but it re pre sents a re spon se to the 
li mi ta ti ons of the ap pro ach to the truth abo ut the 
con flict past which is di rec ted at the per pe tra tor. 
War cri mes tri als fa i led to in spi re a sig ni fi cant 
pu blic de ba te on war cri mes wit hin or among the 
co un tri es in the re gion, nor we re they ac cep ted as 
a mec ha nism of tran si ti o nal ju sti ce that can gi ve a 
com pre hen si ve ex pla na ti on of what hap pe ned and 
why the war cri mes hap pe ned. 

The RE COM ini ti a ti ve is a lo cal re spon se, “from 
the bot tom up” to a gro wing so ci e tal need to deal 
with the past. Its le gi ti macy ori gi na tes from a 
very strong fe e ling of ow ner ship wit hin va ri o us 
or ga ni za ti ons of ci vil so ci e ti es in all of the for mer 
Yugo sla via sta tes which ha ve fo und a com mon 
in te rest in esta blis hing the facts abo ut war cri mes, 
vic tims, and ot her se ri o us hu man rights vi o la ti ons. 
Vic tims and the ir fa mi li es are en ti tled to that kind 
of truth. That truth is al so an in di spen sa ble kind 
of pro tec tion aga inst at tempts of fu tu re mi su se 
of vic tims for po li ti cal pur po ses, which may ha ve 
a po ten tial to push the en ti re re gion in to a new 
con flict. The Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM is a re gi o nal 
ef fort which ma kes it the only ap pro pri a te and 
ef fi ci ent re spon se to the he ri ta ge of the con flicts 
wa ged on the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla via 
which we re trans-na ti o nal by na tu re. This is a first 
re gi o nal, post-con flict ini ti a ti ve for esta blis hing 
the truth which has ever been esta blis hed and it 
of fers a mo del for de a ling with the he ri ta ge of mass 

cri mes ac ross the en ti re pla net. The le gi ti macy of 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM is al so strengthe ned by 
1 mil lion sig na tu res which will be col lec ted by the 
Co a li tion for RE COM du ring a six-we ek cam pa ign 
in April and May 2011.

3. Sup port for the re gi o nal 
    ap pro ach 

The le gi ti macy of the ini ti a ti ve re si des in • 
its re gi o nal cha rac ter, one mil lion sig na tu-
res and the fact that is a bot tom-up ini ti a-
ti ve by us for us.

Facts esta blis hed na ti o nally will be hard to • 
ac cept in the who le re gion. 

The re gi o nal ap pro ach ena bles us to mo ve • 
away from in ter pre ta ti ons that ce ment the 
exi sting po li ti cal so lu ti ons with which pe o-
ple are dis sa tis fied. 

It is key that facts en ter do cu ments, pro-• 
grams and tex tbo oks and edu ca tion of 
chil dren. Only in that way can we pre vent 
re vi si o nist in ter pre ta ti ons.  

The re gi o nal ap pro ach is not only ne ces-• 
sary it is una vo i da ble. It opens the path 
to ad dres sing the cri mes and de a ling with 
one’s own re spon si bi lity. 

RE COM is cru cial so that Al ba nian vic tims • 
are spo ken of in Ser bia, and Ser bian vic-
tims in Ko so vo.  

The re gi o nal com mis sion will esta blish • 
the facts abo ut the past on the ba sis of the 
events that hap pe ned which will be use ful 
for the who le re gion. 

RE COM’s gre a test va lue is to al low young • 
pe o ple and fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons to le arn 
abo ut all what hap pe ned thro ugh the sto ri-
es of pe o ple from the who le area of for mer 
Yugo sla via.

For the war ge ne ra tion so me o ne el se’s • 
war vic tims are not vic tims. Sup port for 
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with Non-Governmental 
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3 Fatime Melenica, victim’s 
family member, Kosovo, Local 
consultation with victims’ 
associations, Mitrovica/
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5 Fra Mijo Džolan, the 
Franciscan Institute for 
the Culture of Peace, Split, 
Croatia, National consultation 
with religious communities 
on the Initiative for RECOM, 
Zagreb, Croatia, October 16th 
2009.

6 Zdravko Grebo, law profes-
sor, Faculty of Law, Sarajevo, 
BiH, National Consultation 
with Intellectuals, Sarajevo, 
BiH, November 7th 2009.

7 Lidija Lešić, history and phi-
losophy professor from Poreč, 
Croatia, Consultation with 
the local community, Pula, 
Croatia, July 1st 2009.

8 Ylber Mahxuni, Youth Step, 
Vučitrn/Vushtrri, Kosovo, 
National Consultation 
with Non-Governmental 
Organisations, Priština, 
Kosovo, December 19th 2009.

9 Rade Mrđen, Party of the 
Democratic Progress, Young 
People Council, Banja Luka, 
BiH, National consultation 
with young people on the 
Initiative for RECOM, 
Banja Luka, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, October 17th 
2009.

RE COM can only be gi ven by the post-war 
ge ne ra tion.

Ve te rans from Ki kin da sup port RE COM • 
and want to help in esta blis hing the facts 
abo ut the past. 

This who le ini ti a ti ve is le gi ti mi sed by this re gi o nal 
di men sion, the re gi o nal cha rac ter of the ini ti a ti ve; 
the re gi o nal de ba te and one mil lion sig na tu res pro-
vi de both the le gi ti macy and the cre di bi lity.1 

The third seg ment which vests RE COM  with le gi-
ti macy is that the ini ti a ti ve co mes from be low, it 
is ours for us and it se ems to me that this fo cus is 
what di stin gu is hes it and why it can be ar gued that 
it might suc ceed.2 

I wo uld li ke to wel co me you all he re and to con gra-
tu la te you on this ini ti a ti ve. You ha ve do ne a good 
job just by star ting it. I am a fa mily mem ber of a 
mis sing per son. Fa mi li es of mis sing per sons me et 
every day (...) tho se of us who are in Ko so vo (...) but 
most of them are abroad and they can not know 
how of ten we me et he re.3 

When we are tal king abo ut esta blis hing the facts 
on a na ti o nal le vel, I think it will be very dif fi cult 
to ma ke su re they are ac cep ted in the en ti re re gion, 
and that is a very im por tant part of this who le 
idea. It is cru cial to talk abo ut the wars and to 
esta blish the facts in a man ner which will be aut-
hen tic in the co un tri es con cer ned so that from that 
po int on it can be co me a fo un da tion for bu il ding 
mu tual trust or re con ci li a tion among the na ti ons 
of the for mer Yugo sla via.4 

Re gar ding this fa mo us and per ma nent pro blem of 
the re gi o nal ap pro ach, I think that we sho uld all 
be bra ve eno ugh and wi se eno ugh in this pro cess 
(...). We need to ma ke su re that the re sults of our 
work don’t ha ve any re sem blan ce with exi sting 
in ter pre ta ti ons which are simply be ing used as an 
en for ce ment of the po li ti cal so lu tion. First, that 
wo uld dis qu a lify us and se condly it wo uld dri ve 
away a lar ge num ber of pe o ple be ca u se the truth 
is that the ma jo rity of pe o ple are dis sa tis fied with 

the exi sting po li ti cal so lu ti ons (...); many are dis-
sa tis fied. 5

If our pri mary task is to deal with the cri mes com-
mit ted di rectly or in di rectly, it is all the sa me to 
me be ca u se we are tal king abo ut re spon si bi lity in 
ge ne ral, then let’s ke ep it our pri mary task. The 
only pro blem is that I may not be en co u ra ged by 
the pe o ple I trust from Bel gra de, Za greb, Pri šti na, 
or Pod go ri ca, and this who le en ter pri se may turn 
out to lo ok li ke tre a son and you may he ar things 
li ke “if they are tal king abo ut the ir cri mes, then we 
sho uld talk abo ut ours”, right... The re gi o nal ap pro-
ach is not only ne e ded, it is in di spen sa ble.6 

I had an op por tu nity to analyse hi story bo oks from 
Re pu bli ka Srp ska, from BiH Fe de ra tion, from Cro-
a tia, and from Ser bia and I was not at all sur pri-
sed to find out that each in ter pre ted the dis in te gra-
tion of the for mer Yugo sla via dif fe rently. And that’s 
a pro blem that stands in the way to the pro cess of 
esta blis hing the truth. For that re a son I strongly 
be li e ve that such a re gi o nal ap pro ach is the only 
way to find the truth.7 

We sup port the re gi o nal ap pro ach be ca u se we be li-
e ve that the re gi o nal ap pro ach will pro du ce so me 
ef fect, whe re the par ti ci pants will man da te the 
com mis sion to in ter pret the hi story as it hap pe ned, 
ba sed on events which to ok pla ce and which will 
not per mit that any si des be ta ken to su it the in te-
rests of a par ti cu lar so ci ety and will in stead bring 
be ne fit to everybody in the re gion. 8 

The tar get gro up you sho uld be fo cu sing on are 
young pe o ple. The ge ne ra ti ons that par ti ci pa ted in 
the war (...) are re ally blin ded (...); they ha ve the ir 
pain and the ir vic tims. They can not wo rry abo ut 
vic tims from ot her et hnic gro ups. They just want 
to find the ir pe a ce but wit hin the ir own na ti o nal 
en vi ron ment. They will even go as far as to pro tect 
the iden tity of tho se who ca u sed the de ath of ot hers 
or ge no ci de on ot her si des. You sho uld strongly fo cus 
on the con sci o u sness of the young pe o ple (...) be ca-
u se a young per son can equ ally un der stand ot her 
na ti ons’ vic tims as the ir own (...) simply be ca u se 
they va lue every hu man li fe the sa me.9 
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10 Radan Nikolić, Association 
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sultation with civil society,  
Podgorica, Montenegro, May 
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11Nedžad Horozović, 
Center for Non-Violent 
Action, Sarajevo, BiH, 
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non-governmental organiza-
tions on the Initiative for 
RECOM, Sarajevo, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, November 
21st 2009.

12 Lulzim Arapi, Association 
for Psycho-Social Support to 
Children, Đakovica/Gjakovë, 
Kosovo, National Consultation 
with Non-Governmental 
Organisations, Priština, 
Kosovo, December 19th 2009.

13 Ratko Gajica, member 
of the Croatian Parliament, 
Croatia, Consultation with 
the local community, Knin, 
Croatia, August 4th 2009.

14 Lazar Blagojević, Veterans’ 
Organization of Republika 
Srpska, Šamac Chapter, BiH, 
Consultation with the local 
community, Doboj, BiH, 
October 3rd 2009.

For me this is an unac cep ta ble mo del... That we 
ha ve na ti o nal com mis si ons and na ti o nal com-
mis si ons ha ve re pre sen ta ti ves. We ha ve had this 
al ready. Mon te ne gro had a Com mis sion for Mis-
sing Per sons. That com mis sion has its re pre sen ta ti-
ves at the re gi o nal le vel. Ho we ver, they ge ne rally do 
not par ti ci pa te and thus the vo i ce of Mon te ne gro is 
not he ard, par ti cu larly in re la tion to the fa mi li es of 
mis sing per sons. So, this sho uld be so met hing that 
is at the re gi o nal le vel.10

4. RE COM ob jec ti ves 

4.1. Re con ci li a tion

Re con ci li a tion as a so cial pro cess is es sen-• 
tial in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na.

RE COM of fers he a ling and clo su re of the • 
pain, and it is a ne ces sary step to ward 
re con ci li a tion.

Among the com mon pe o ple, the re is the • 
ca pa city for re con ci li a tion.

To esta blish trust and re con ci li a tion it is • 
ne ces sary to con demn all cri mes that we re 
com mit ted by mem bers of one’s com mu-
nity.

Thro ugh the pro cess of re con ci li a tion, the • 
vic tim must for gi ve and the ag gres sor must 
ad mit his gu ilt and ma ke re pa ra tion for his 
evil and vi o len ce.

RE COM’s goal can be re con ci li a tion, but it • 
is a pro cess that re qu i res di a lo gue, an open 
spa ce for re flec tion and dif fe rent po int of 
vi ew.

RE COM has gre at po ten tial for rap proc he-• 
ment, re con ci li a tion and ex pan ding fi elds 
of com mon in te rest.

Mot hers from Sre bre ni ca are in sul ted by • 
the word re con ci li a tion.

I ta ke in to con si de ra tion the fact that re con ci li-

a tion is a pri va te and in di vi dual thing and that 
we can not for ce pe o ple to for gi ve or re con ci le with 
so me o ne, but I simply think that re con ci li a tion as a 
so ci e tal pro cess is very badly ne e ded in Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na. 11

The ro le of the com mis sion is di scus sed amidst 
si len ce, whet her or not it sho uld be as so ci a ted with 
re con ci li a tion and that simply de pends on the 
per cep tion, how and in what way. This is ob vi o us 
and it se ems to me that  so me aver sion has been 
cre a ted, un ne ces sary I’d say, to what is, af ter all, 
good for everybody. The ac ti vity of this com mis sion 
can of fer what we, in the ra pe u tic par lan ce call the 
he a ling of wo unds or clo sing the pain and this pro-
du ces a the ra pe u tic ef fect and may be, I co uld say, 
an in di spen sa ble step on a road which co uld be 
long and com pli ca ted but will even tu ally lead to 
re con ci li a tion.12

I am con vin ced that among or di nary pe o ple the re 
is the ca pa city to un der stand the se ide as you are 
pre sen ting her and, ge ne rally spe a king, the re is 
a hu ge ca pa city amongst the or di nary pe o ple to 
re con ci le. It just has to be re ve a led and put un der 
the spo tlight.13 

Dr. Ru zmir Ju su fo vić and his wi fe (...) stayed in 
Ša mac un der the Serb aut ho rity for the du ra tion of 
the war and I know for a fact that they had so me 
hard ti mes, just li ke Dr. Ha san Izet be go vić. He went 
to Sa ra je vo only af ter the end of the war. I am ready 
to spe ak abo ut inju sti ces in flic ted upon them. But, 
un til we are all able to con demn the cri mes (...) 
com mit ted by mem bers of our own et hnic gro ups, 
our own pe o ple, we will not be able to re con ci le. 
For as long as we con si der them he ro es in stead of 
cri mi nals, we will not be able to re con ci le and trust 
each ot her again.14 

For gi ve ness is pri ma rily the at ti tu de of vic tims not 
se e king re ven ge but trying to find pe a ce in the ir 
so uls. On the ot her hand, for gi ve ness helps curb evil 
and re ven ge and helps nor ma li ze re la ti ons. Christ’s 
suf fe ring and his wo unds be co me a symbol the vic-
tim iden ti fi es with and the po wer of mercy helps 
the vic tims over co me the ir ob ses sion with vi o len ce 
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15 Monsignor Marin Srakić, 
Archbishop of Đakovo – 
Osijek County, Consultation 
with the local community, 
Osijek, Croatia, October 17th 
2009.

16 Lazar Stojanović, film 
director, Belgrade Serbia, 
National Consultation 
with Non-Governmental 
Organisations, Priština, 
Kosovo, December 19th 2009.

17 Munira Šubašić, 
Movement of the Mothers of 
Srebrenica and Žepa Enclaves 
Association, Sarajevo, 
BiH, National consultation 
with non-governmental 
organizations on the Initiative 
for RECOM, Sarajevo, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, November 
21st 2009.

and suf fe ring, thus be co ming a mes sen ger ca rrying 
God’s in vi ta tion to di a lo gue and esta blis hment of 
trust (...) and for gi ve ness. And then, na tu rally, the 
re con ci li a tion pro cess can only start from tho se 
who ha ve been hurt. Vic tims draw the ir strength 
from the way they ex pe ri en ce God’s lo ve and mercy 
which help them find the ir in ner strength to re gain 
con fi den ce in pe o ple and sub due emo ti ons ca u sed 
by war vi o len ce. Or, as so me the o logy scho lars li ke 
to say, in or der to ha ve re con ci li a tion, vic tims ha ve 
to be able to for gi ve tho se who tran sgres sed aga inst 
them.15

It is not easy to find the area of com mon in te rest 
among si des to a con flict and so I say, su rely the re 
are the vic tims and the in te rest to shed light on the 
cri mes and va ri o us per pe tra tors who vi o la ted the 
hu man rights of tho se vic tims, well, that com mon 
in te rest has a gre at po ten tial to bring pe o ple clo ser 
to get her; it even has a di plo ma tic va lue be ca u se it 
is cross-bor der by na tu re and I be li e ve that in spi te 
of the fact which is, how shall I put it, sad and lo oks 
li ke a le gal pro blem, It ne vert he less has the po ten-
tial to bring pe o ple clo ser to get her and bro a den 
this fi eld of com mon in te rest.16  

I will say first of all, on be half the Mo ve ment of the 
Mot hers of Sre bre ni ca and Že pa En cla ves As so ci-
a tion that we sa lu te all com mis si ons, not only this 
one, but every com mis sion in Bo snia and Her ze-
go vi na or el sew he re be ca u se it is al ways bet ter to 
do so met hing than to do not hing. We un der stand 
that di a lo gue is ne e ded, but I must tell you that 
at this mo ment I am of fen ded by the word “re con-
ci li a tion”. I in ti ma tely know whet her I can for gi ve 
so me body, whet her I will be able to for get, but on 
be half of tho u sands of mot hers I can not de ci de (...) 
whet her they will be able to for gi ve or for get. So, I 
don’t want this com mis sion to men tion the word 
“re con ci li a tion”. 17

4.2. Esta blis hing the facts abo ut 
war cri mes and the ca u ses of war

The Com mis sion sho uld deal with facts • 
abo ut whe re, un der what cir cum stan ces 
and how every vic tim on a na me-by-na me 

ba sis was kil led. Lo o king for the ca u ses of 
the war send us back to et hnic gro ups. 

In di vi dual me mo ri es and pu blic te sti mony • 
are cru cial for cre a ting a new po li ti cal 
iden tity in the Bal kan so ci e ti es.

The only pos si ble task of a re gi o nal com-• 
mis sion is to col lect facts. By no me ans 
sho uld it em bark on the le gal qu a li fi ca ti on 
of war cri mes.

RE COM sho uld be en ga ged in da ta col lec-• 
tion and do cu men ta tion, not the in ter pre-
ta tion of facts.

Facts must be de ter mi ned first, and the • 
con text is the se cond step.

Be fo re we ha ve a di a lo gue on re con ci li a-• 
tion, the facts must be esta blis hed abo ut 
who star ted the war, why was the re a war, 
and what was its goal.

Facts are not eno ugh. It is ne ces sary to • 
show war cri mes in con text, and that do es 
not su it the aut ho ri ti es in the re gion.

The re can be no de ter mi na tion of truth • 
and re spon si bi lity, no re con ci li a tion, un til 
we can see the ca u ses and con se qu en ces.

If the fact-fin ding is re du ced to the sta-• 
te ments of vic tims, we will ha ve only the 
im me di a te per pe tra tors, we will not get 
the le a ders, ini ti a tors of the po licy, and 
sta te of fi ci als that or ga ni zed and con duc-
ted the war.

The facts abo ut war cri mes are not eno ugh • 
wit ho ut an analysis of the ca u ses and con-
text, but in the ca se of the for mer Yugo sla-
via it wo uld mean a re turn to the dis tant 
past [fo ur te enth cen tury].

Alt ho ugh the ver dicts of the Ha gue Tri-• 
bu nal ha ve set out the ca u se and na tu re of 
the wars in for mer Yugo sla via, the Com-
mis sion will not be able to deal with the 
ca u ses.
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I think that this com mis sion sho uld deal with facts 
ex pla i ning whe re, un der what cir cum stan ces, and 
how each vic tim suf fe red in di vi du ally. If we start 
in ter pre ting the facts or se ar ching for re a sons why 
things hap pe ned, I think we will be do o med to end 
up in our et hnic tren ches.18 

I think that in si sting on pre ci se facts and in di vi dual 
me mo ri es, which are very pa in ful for us to li sten to, 
is very im por tant. When mot her Mej ra tal ked (...) 
it is very im por tant to he ar things li ke that, it is 
dif fi cult, but it is mo re aut hen tic than he a ring so me 
the o ri es ex pla i ning the ca u ses, the con se qu en ces 
(...) tho u sands or mil li ons – it is no lon ger im por-
tant. I think that re cor ding pu blic he a rings can be 
the most im por tant thing in cre a ting a new ba se for 
de ve lo ping new po li ci es iden tifying the so ci e ti es in 
the Bal kans.19 

I sug gest we fo cus on the events and do cu ments 
and not put unat ta i na ble go als be fo re our sel ves (...) 
be ca u se we may be easily trap ped.20 

It is still un cle ar whet her this com mis sion will ha ve 
a man da te to esta blish the con text of the con flict. 
I think the com mis sion sho uld first esta blish the 
facts and then try to de ter mi ne the con text. Ho we-
ver, this is sue still re ma ins unan swe red be ca u se we 
are not su re who sho uld be the pe o ple de ter mi ning 
the con text – ho nest hi sto ri ans, ho nest in tel lec tu als 
etc... All I know is that con text must be de ter mi ned 
for the sa ke of fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons. They must know 
what hap pe ned.21 

If we want to find out the truth and if this re gi o-
nal com mis sion is a truth com mis sion, we must 
know that the truth is not just the facts. So, the 
facts wit ho ut a con text don’t mean anything, 
con text is what gi ves them me a ning and ex pla-
ins the chain of events le a ding to a cer tain event 
and tell us that both a vic tim of ge no ci de in 
Sre bre ni ca and a vic tim of NA TO bom bing are 
vic tims. That’s the who le po int. So, we can not 
esta blish the truth and re spon si bi lity, we can-
not ac hi e ve re con ci li a tion in the re gion wit ho ut 
un der stan ding the ca u ses and the con se qu en-
ces.22

Per pe tra tors – who are they? If we play down the 
who le event to a story told by a vic tim, if we only 
li sten to vic tims tel ling us abo ut the ir suf fe ring, in 
the end we will only con clu de that the or di nary 
pe o ple we re vic ti mi zed and that the war cri mes 
per pe tra tors are only tho se who com mit ted the cri-
mes di rectly. We will not le arn abo ut the le a ders, 
in sti ga tors of po li tics and ide o lo gi es, sta te of fi ci als, 
who plan ned and or ga ni zed the who le thing. We 
will not get whe re we want to be.23 

I re ally think that we need a sen ten ce sta ting who 
star ted the war and when. I think that wit ho ut 
it, wit ho ut ex pla i ning why the ar mo u red ve hic le 
en te red Pa krac and why a ne ig hbo ur (...) to ok a 
ri fle on March 1st and at tac ked the po li ce sta tion 
(...), we will not be able to say “that’s it and we are 
now ready to mo ve on” ... I am a Cat ho lic and I am 
ready to for gi ve if a hand is of fe red to me (...) and I 
don’t li ke it when pe o ple say that Bel gra de star ted 
it. We can say wha te ver we want if the re are facts 
be hind it con fir ming what exactly hap pe ned.24

I am a ter ri ble pes si mist when it co mes to that 
be ca u se we know whe re mo ney and po wer co me 
from and the se pe o ple (po li ti ci ans) they don’t li ke 
the truth. In Mon te ne gro, three or fo ur years ago 
(...) a do cu men tary was ma de (...) abo ut the at tack 
on Du brov nik. The film was full of facts (...) but the 
po li ti cal di men sion of the en ti re story was osten-
sibly mis sing. The film sho wed be ar ded, drunk 
men, at tac king the world’s cul tu ral he ri ta ge dri ven 
by so me co smic energy etc. I am exag ge ra ting it, of 
co ur se, but I want to say that the con text must be 
gi ven.25 

The next big pro blem (...) is whet her this com mis-
sion sho uld only deal with facts or sho uld it analyse 
ca u ses, too. If we only pre sent the facts (...) that is 
an easi er pro cess re gar dless of whet her the truth is 
be ing told by a vic tim or a per pe tra tor (...) but we 
can not grasp the me a ning of the se facts wit ho ut 
analysing the se events (...). Ho we ver, if we cho o se to 
ex plo re the ca u se or the con text, I’m afraid we will 
go as far as in to the past as the 14th cen tury. Al so, 
I don’t re ally see any so ci e tal gro ups which wo uld 
li ke our hi story to be fac tu ally con nec ted.26 

18 Nedžad Horozović, 
Center for Non-Violent 
Action, Sarajevo, BiH, 
National consultation with 
non-governmental organiza-
tions on the Initiative for 
RECOM, Sarajevo, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, November 
21st 2009.

19 Milena Dragićević-Šešić, 
Faculty of Drama Arts, 
Belgrade, Serbia, National 
consultation with women’s 
groups, women politicians, 
artists, and journalists on the 
establishment of RECOM, 
Belgrade, Serbia, October 
9th 2009.

20 Hajrija Mujović-Zornić, 
Institute of Social Sciences, 
Serbia, National consultation 
with intellectuals, Novi Sad, 
Serbia, September 25th 2009.

21 Dragoljub Vuković, 
journalist from Podgorica, 
Montenegro, National 
consultation with intellectuals 
on the Initiative for RECOM, 
Podgorica, Montenegro, 
December 17th 2009.

22 Biljana Kovačević-Vučo, 
Lawyers Committee for 
Human Rights, Belgrade, 
Serbia, National consultation 
with women’s groups, 
women politicians, artists, 
and journalists on the 
establishment of RECOM, 
Belgrade, Serbia, October 
9th 2009.

23 Željko Špelić, Croatian 
Officers’Assembly of Pakrac 
and Lipik, Croatia, Local 
consultation with homeland 
defenders, Donja Stubica, 
Croatia, October 28th 2009.

24  Dubravka Špančić from 
Pakrac, Croatia, Consultation 
with the local community on 
the Initiative for RECOM, 
Pakrac, Croatia, September 
22nd 2009.

25 Brano Mandić, Vijesti, 
Montenegro, Regional con-
sultation with journalists, 
Novi Sad, Serbia, September 
26th 2009.

26 Senad Pećanin, Dani, BiH, 
Regional consultation with 
journalists, Novi Sad, Serbia, 
September 26th 2009.
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5. Man da te

5.1. Tem po ral ju ris dic tion

RE COM sho uld not exa mi ne the dis tant • 
past. The In clu sion of events be fo re 1989 
wo uld re la ti vi ze the cri mes. The re port 
sho uld show cri mes by the mu ni ci pa li ti es 
whe re they oc cur red.

RE COM sho uld not co ver events that hap-• 
pe ned in the dis tant past.

RE COM sho uld lo ok at the pe riod of pre-• 
pa ra tion for war.

For Cro a tia, it is im por tant to be gin • 
re se arch from 1990 sin ce the Ter ri to rial 
De fen ce For ces we re di sar med in 1990 
and de mon stra ti ons (me e tings) of ha te 
the word ha te in the me dia oc cur red in 
1990.

RE COM sho uld co ver the ti me that pre-• 
ce ded the out bre ak of ar med con flict in 
1991.

We can not re turn to the 18th and 19th • 
cen tu ri es, but lo ok only at the last 20 
years.

I think the ti me pe riod RE COM sho uld be in ve-
sti ga ting is 1991-2001 be ca u se the com mis sion 
sho uld al so deal with the events in Slo ve nia and 
Ma ce do nia – I men ti o ned the year 2001 be ca u se of 
the events in Ma ce do nia. Al so, I think that we sho-
uld ma ke the re ports on the mu ni ci pal le vel, whe re 
the cri mes hap pe ned.27 

It wo uld be wrong to go in to the very dis tant past, 
in to the 1800s and so on. That wo uld mean re la-
ti vi za tion of re spon si bi lity (...) for what (...) hap pe-
ned a few years ago in this re gion. For me, that is 
unac cep ta ble and I wo uld li ke to sug gest (...) not to 
go so de ep in to the past, or we will go as far as the 
Illyri ans (...) wit ho ut (...) esta blis hing the re spon si-
bi lity of tho se who com mit ted such gru e so me acts 
in our co un try.28 

In Sre bre ni ca, for exam ple, three years be fo re 
the war bro ke out so me pe o ple had ma de ro ads 
thro ugh the wo ods. Why did they ma ke ro ads 
thro ugh the wo ods? They said they ne e ded them 
for ex por ting tim ber. But they we re just pre pa-
ring for the war. They al so dro ve away arms and 
am mu ni tion be lon ging to the ter ri to rial de fen ce 
in Sre bre ni ca. My hus band was an in tel lec tual, 
he knew what it me ant. He asked Sa vo Alek sić, 
Chi ef-of-Staff of the Sre bre ni ca Mu ni ci pa lity 
and the Chi ef-of-Staff of the In ter nal Af fa irs Sec-
re ta ri at (SUP): “Sa vo, what are they do ing?” and 
he re plied: “Too old, I gu ess. They want to bring 
in the new ones.” Ho we ver, the town was left wit-
ho ut any me ans to de fend it self. That me ant they 
we re pre pa ring for the war. And we, RE COM, 
will ha ve to start with the se facts to be able to 
know why it all hap pe ned. So me body plan ned 
the se things in advan ce.29 

For that re a son it is very im por tant for Cro a tia 
to in ve sti ga te the pe riod from 1990. Why from 
1990? Well, not only be ca u se the Par li a ment 
adop ted the Dec la ra tion on the Ho me land War, 
not only be ca u se the Law sti pu la tes that the war 
hap pe ned in the pe riod bet we en 1990 and 1996, 
but sin ce the Ter ri to rial De fen ce was di sar med 
in 1990 which is ex tre mely im por tant be ca u-
se that ma kes the en ti re re pu blic of Cro a tia a 
vic tim. If you de pri ve so me o ne of the me ans of 
de fen ce, then that per son auto ma ti cally be co mes 
a vic tim with re spect to the for ce ac ting aga inst 
that per son or that en tity. On the ot her hand, 
po li ti cal ral li es and ha te spe ech along with the 
chan ges in the me dia be ca me mo re fre qu ent in 
1990. Everything that hap pe ned af ter wards, was 
just an ag gra va tion of the si tu a tion an no un ced 
by such be ha vi o ur.30 

In Ko so vo the pe riod bet we en March 11th 1981 
(when a stu dent in the stu dent can teen in Pri sti na 
threw a tray and sho u ted down with Ti to when 
Ti to’s re lay ar ri ved at the cen ter of Pri sti na and 
Ko so vo was due to ob tain the sta tus of a re pu blic) 
... and Ju ne 9th 1999, when the Ku ma no vo agre e-
ment was sig ned, sho uld be the pe riod co ve red by 
RE COM.31 

27 Dragana Nikolić, Civic 
Initiative Committee, Niš, 
Serbia, Consultation with 
the local community on the 
Initiative for RECOM, Zaječar, 
Serbia, December 22nd 2009.

28 Salih Rasavac, Corridor, 
BiH, National consultation 
with young people, Sarajevo, 
BiH, September 19th 2009.

29 Kada Hotić, Association 
Mothers of the Srebrenica 
and Zepa enclaves, BiH, 
National consultation with 
women’s groups on the 
Initiative RECOM, Tuzla, BiH, 
November 11th 2009.

30Ljiljana Canjuga, UDVDR 
PGZ, Croatia, Local consulta-
tion with homeland defend-
ers, Donja Stubica, Croatia, 
October 28th 2009.

31 Teki Bokši, Kosovo law-
yer,  Fifth Regional Forum on 
Transitional Justice, Budva, 
Montenegro, May 29th-30-
th 2009.
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5.2. Types of Vi o la ti ons

The Com mis sion sho uld deal with • 
mur der, per se cu tion, ra pe, tor tu re in 
de ten tion camps.

RE COM sho uld deal with the fa te of mis-• 
sing per sons and vic tims of se xu al and 
psycho lo gi cal vi o len ce.

RE COM sho uld ad dress the fa te of the • 
de ta i ned and di sap pe a red in Vu ko var and 
the se arch for per pe tra tors of such se ri o us 
cri mes.

In Cro a tia no one is tal king abo ut • 
cri mes that we re com mit ted in Osi jek, 
and many vic tims ha ve no right to com-
pen sa tion.

RE COM sho uld in ve sti ga te the ex pul si on • 
of Al ba ni ans and the de struc tion of the-
ir fa ci li ti es in Ki kin da du ring the NA TO 
bom bing.

RE COM sho uld deal with vi o la ti ons of • 
hu man rights in Sand zak in the 1990s.

RE COM sho uld in ve sti ga te the cri mes that • 
we re com mit ted by Ser bian for ces aga inst 
Al ba ni ans in the Pre se vo val ley, du ring the 
con flict with the Li be ra tion Army of Pre-
se vo, Bu ja no vac and Me dve dja.

The com mis sion’s man da te sho uld in clu-• 
de the for ced mo bi li za tion of re fu ge es and 
ci ti zens of Ser bia.

Al ba ni ans ca rry the bur den of vi o len ce in • 
2004.

We tal ked he re abo ut war cri mes and ot her se ri o us 
hu man rights vi o la ti ons. But, what are re ally the se 
ot her se ri o us hu man rights vi o la ti ons... First of all 
kil lings, then per se cu tion, ra pe cri mes, and fi nally 
tor tu re in de ten tion camps.32 

Among ot hers RE COM sho uld de fi ni tely en de a vo ur 
to ma ke a list of the mis sing. Ho we ver, we sho uld 

not for get the vic tims of vi o len ce, from physi cal to 
se xu al vi o len ce. 33

We ha ve our pe o ple from Pa krac who we re ta ken 
from Ko staj ni ca to Ma nja ča, Bi je lji na, pe o ple from 
Vu ko var im pri so ned in Srem ska Mi tro vi ca, I ne ver 
he ard that any of the pe o ple in vol ved (...) had been 
pro ces sed (...) I know that the com mis sion will 
an swer the se qu e sti ons and that re ally ma kes me 
happy. 34

No one ever men ti ons war cri mes com mit ted in 
Osi jek as if we had for got ten it our sel ves. We don’t 
even know any lon ger if it re ally hap pe ned or we are 
just un wil ling to ad mit it to our sel ves. I don’t know 
(...) in this co un try no one has ever asked the qu e-
sti ons “Whe re are tho se fa mi li es? What hap pe ned 
to the se chil dren? Did they at tend school? Do they 
ha ve jobs to day? Or ha ve they eno ugh food at all?” 
No one ca red abo ut it. The re are 33 ho u ses on my 
stre et and they ha ve all been de mo lis hed - each and 
every one. And they we re all com pen sa ted ex cept 
for me. I was the only one not eli gi ble for fi nan cial 
com pen sa tion. Why? They told me I did not qu a lify 
for the ir as si stan ce pro gram.35 

We will be re ally glad if this com mis sion, if RE COM, 
is able to shed light on the fa te of at le ast one im pri-
so ned or mis sing per son from Vu ko var or from our 
area and bring to ju sti ce at le ast one war cri me 
per pe tra tor, of co ur se with suf fi ci ent evi den ce of his 
gu ilt. The pe o ple of Vu ko var wo uld re ally li ke to see 
that hap pen.36 

At the be gin ning of the bom bard ment of the for mer 
Yugo sla via in 1999, many bu si nes ses of the Al ba-
ni ans from Ki kin da we re de mo lis hed or bur ned 
down; our Al ba nian ne ig hbo urs we re dri ven away 
from the ir ho mes. So me o ne had to is sue or ders to 
the se pe o ple who de stroyed so many bu il dings. I 
think we need to in ve sti ga te who in sti ga ted the se 
events, which tur ned all the se pe o ple in to a ra ging 
mob that went on a de struc tion spree aga inst the 
Al ba ni ans and the ir pro perty.37 

We sho uld not (...) con nect the events from 2004 
with the war events. What hap pe ned in 2004 is 

32 Amir Kulaglić from 
Srebrenica, BiH, Consultation 
with the local community, 
Cazin, BiH, October 10th 
2009.

33 Rexhep Lushta, Islamic 
Community in Mitrovica/
Mitrovicë, Kosovo, Local 
consultation with civil society, 
Mitrovica/Mitrovicë, Kosovo, 
October 29th 2009.

34 Dubravka Špančić from 
Pakrac, Croatia, Consultation 
with the local community on 
the Initiative for RECOM, 
Pakrac, Croatia, September 
22nd 2009.

35 Marija Lovrić, victim, 
Croatia, Consultation with 
the local community, Osijek, 
Croatia, October 17th 2009.

36 Željko Pinjuh, Deputy 
Mayor of the City of Vukovar, 
Consultation with the local 
community, Osijek, Croatia, 
October 17th 2009.

37 Nenad Talijanov, Kikinda 
Forum, Serbia, Consultation 
with the local community, 
Kikinda, Serbia, October 17th 
2009.
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our own fa ult and we are the only ones to bla me 
for that. We sho uld be held re spon si ble for every-
thing that hap pe ned, for the chur ches, the ho u ses, 
and everything that hap pe ned in that pe riod and 
we sho uld be ar the re spon si bi lity for all of it. We 
sho uld le arn a les son from the war abo ut what we 
mustn’t do to ot her com mu ni ti es.38  

What was go ing on in San džak in the 1990s can 
al so be ca te go ri zed as war cri mes. The se we re not 
di rect war cri mes but you all know that ci ti zens of 
San džak of Mu slim na ti o na lity we re tor tu red by 
the po li ce, not by the pa ra mi li ta ri es, alt ho ugh they 
did it too, that is a fact. The po li ce to ok pe o ple in 
for qu e sti o ning and so on. That is not a war cri me 
as such, but that sho uld al so be pu nis hed.39 

I don’t know how much the Pre še vo Val ley is go ing 
to be in clu ded in the pro cess and it is im por tant 
that it is be ca u se many cri mes we re com mit ted 
the re. Many pe o ple went mis sing and we don’t 
know whe re they are. So, the Pre še vo Val ley, Pre-
še vo-Bu ja no vac, and Me dve đa sho uld be in clu ded. 
The war in this re gion went on for a year, maybe 
it wasn’t a war, call it wha te ver you want, but we 
call that pe riod a war be ca u se many pe o ple we re 
kil led or went mis sing so that for us it was a war. 
I wo uld li ke to know if the com mis sion in tends to 
co ver the se are as.40 

(I pro po se) to in clu de yet anot her war cri me, 
na mely the for ci ble mo bi li sa tion of re fu ge es in Ser-
bia; and we’ve kept a very ac cu ra te re cord of this 
as much as we we re able to (...) all the men who 
we re for cibly mo bi li sed ought to be vic tims. We 
al so re com mend chec king whet her the se sta tes are 
wil ling to say how many young men we re mo bi li sed 
for cibly. 41

5.3. Po wers of RE COM

RE COM sho uld ha ve a man da te to exa mi-• 
ne the ro le of in di vi du als and in sti tu ti ons.

RE COM sho uld be in de pen dent of po li ti-• 
cal in flu en ce and ha ve the po wer to sub-
po e na wit nes ses.

Opi nion is di vi ded on the is sue of am nesty • 
for per pe tra tors of war cri mes: so me are 
aga inst and so me be li e ve that RE COM 
may ma ke re com men da ti ons to the ju di-
cial aut ho ri ti es, but not the am nesty it self.

What is this com mis sion go ing to deal with, in di vi-
du als or in sti tu ti ons? I think that it is mo re im por-
tant for the com mis sion to deal with in sti tu ti ons 
be ca u se that will lead to in di vi du als who com mit-
ted all tho se war cri mes.42 

Do you know that so me cri mes we re cre a ted by the 
me dia? Do you re mem ber what the me dia said 
abo ut Ko so vo be fo re the war? It was all or che stra-
ted thro ugh the me dia and we can sa fely say that 
many war cri mes per pe tra tors we re ma ni pu la ted 
by the me dia.43 

I think that the man da te sho uld not be li mi ted to 
only the ac ti ons of in di vi du als but al so in sti tu ti ons. 
In di vi du als are the per pe tra tors and tho se are just 
chess pi e ces in the who le system. RE KOM may in 
due ti me, af ter the pre sen ta tion of the facts, ini ti-
a te the qu e sti on of the ro le of in sti tu ti ons. Hi story 
wo uld be empty if only in di vi du als that com mit ted 
cri mes are, if one can not see cle arly the in spi ra tion 
be hind the ir acts - of co ur se, the ro le of the church 
and edu ca tion, all aspects of our so ci ety. The re is an 
empty pla ce in the so cial system which had a ro le in 
the war, in the in ci te ment of ha tred and war. 44

My col le a gue (...) men ti o ned a very im por tant the-
sis (...) in ad di tion to in ve sti ga ting the ro le of the 
me dia du ring the 1990s, it is al so im por tant to 
esta blish the ir ro le for the pe riod be fo re the 1990s 
when the or che stra tion of the events that fol lo wed 
ac tu ally be gan. 45

We can form a com mis sion he re now and then in vi-
te a wit ness to te stify and he re pli es ‘I don’t want 
to’ (...). It is re ally ne ces sary that the com mis sion is 
in de pen dent (...) from all pos si ble po li ti cal in flu-
en ces, and on the ot her hand, it is ne ces sary that 
the com mis sion has at its dis po sal in stru ments to 
ma ke wit nes ses comply with in vi ta ti ons to ap pe ar. 
When the com mis sion de ems it ne ces sary that a 

38 Musa Mustafa, Koha 
Ditore, Kosovo, Local con-
sultation with civil society 
on the Initiative for RECOM, 
Mitrovica/Mitrovicë, Kosovo, 
October 29th 2009.

39 Dragana Nikolić, Civic 
Initiative Committee, Niš, 
Serbia, Consultation with 
the local community on the 
Initiative for RECOM, Zaječar, 
Serbia, December 22nd 2009.

40 Nexharije Islami Pllana, 
Dona, Mitrovica/Mitrovicë, 
Kosovo, Local consultation 
with civil society on the 
Initiative for RECOM, 
Mitrovica/Mitrovicë, Kosovo, 
October 29th 2009.

41 Staša Zajević, Women 
in Black, Belgrade, Serbia, 
National Consultation with 
Women’s Groups, Podgorica, 
Montenegro, October 23rd 
2009.

42 Zekerijah Hadžić, 
Association of College 
Students from Srebrenica, 
BiH, Consultation with the 
local community, Zvornik, 
BiH, July 18th 2009.

43 Dževdet Hadžiselimović, 
Protagora Associations, 
Croatia, Consultation with 
the local community, Pula, 
Croatia, July 1st 2009.

44 Nevena Kostić, Žene za 
mir, Leskovac, Srbija, National 
consultation with women’s 
organizations, Belgrade, 
Serbia, October 9th 2009.

45 Željko Hodonj, HINA, 
Croatia, Regional consultation 
with journalists, Novi Sad, 
Serbia, September 26th 2009.
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per son sho uld te stify, the com mis sion can auto ma-
ti cally is sue a war rant for that per son to be bro ught 
be fo re the com mis sion to te stify, and that war rant 
can not be bloc ked by anot her aut ho rity wit hin that 
sta te.46 

Not a sin gle war cri me per pe tra tor may be par do-
ned.47 

As for the qu e sti on of am nesty (...) I am strongly 
aga inst it (...). The com mis sion sho uld be able to 
gi ve am nesty re com men da ti ons, at the sa me ti me 
not be ing al lo wed to ma ke de ci si ons (...). Now, that 
brings up the is sue of the com mis sion’s man da te 
and I think that is a qu e sti on for the ju di ci ary (...) 
and I think that am nesty can even be a re com-
men da tion is a se ri o us le gal is sue, maybe even an 
et hi cal is sue.48 

Ho we ver, I think that RE COM sho uld not be al lo-
wed to grant am nesty or par don. I re ally think it 
sho uldn’t be in its man da te.49 

I don’t think that war cri mes per pe tra tors sho uld be 
gran ted am nesty and I wo uld not re com mend the ir 
sen ten ces to be com mu ted.50 

6. RE COM’s spe ci fic ac ti vi ti es 

RE COM sho uld list all the vic tims, by • 
na me and sur na me, and de tail how they 
died.

Re sol ving the fa te of mis sing.• 

The com mis sion sho uld ma ke a list of the • 
vic tims and per pe tra tors.

List Al ba nian po li ti cal pri so ners du ring • 
com mu nism and ar med con flict.

List in ma tes, pri so ners, camps and ot her • 
fa ci li ti es for un law ful im pri son ment by a 
uni que met ho do logy.

The Com mis sion sho uld ma ke an ant ho-• 
logy of the texts by jo ur na lists who pre pa-

red the ma te ri a li za tion of the ide as that 
led to cri mes.

List ca su al ti es du ring the NA TO bom bing, • 
as well as de ter mi ning the ca u ses that led 
to the bom bing.

What I think is re ally im por tant and the re a son I 
che rish this Co a li tion so much is its as su med ca pa-
city to re cord each and every vic tim by na me. That 
is ex tre mely im por tant. We ha ve nu me ro us re cords 
of mi li tary ac ti ons, TV shows, re cor ded sta te ments 
of va ri o us war-mon gers, new spa per clips and so 
on. Everything has been re cor ded ex cept for the vic-
tims. It is my de si re and I will spa re no ef fort to try 
to pro vi de spa ce for the vic tims to spe ak pu blicly, 
alt ho ugh I am awa re that so me pe o ple will try to 
in ter pret that in a way that best su its the ir in te rests 
in or der to cre a te the ir own truth. 51

I think that 14 years af ter the end of the war wa ged 
on the ter ri tory of Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, the 
ti me has fi nally co me ...  for all vic tims to be li sted 
by the ir first and last na mes. I think that sho uld be 
the main ro le of RE COM. If we can’t ha ve the exact 
facts abo ut per pe tra tors, we can at le ast ma ke a list 
of all pe o ple who lost the ir li ves and how.52 

What we want is to find all the mis sing so that we 
can gi ve them a pro per bu rial. Al so, we want the 
per pe tra tors to be iden ti fied and pu nis hed (...). We 
all want to show the world why it all hap pe ned and 
who ini ti a ted it.53 

We wo uld li ke to sup port this ini ti a ti ve on be half of 
the fa mi li es of the mis sing and God wil ling, to get-
her, and with our go vern ments, we will be able to 
find our mis sing fa mily mem bers (...) my big gest 
sa tis fac tion in li fe wo uld be to find my fat her, to 
know whe re his gra ve is. I did not co me he re for 
lunch or for mo ney, I ca me to of fer my sup port to 
the fa mi li es of the mis sing and all tho se who we re 
una ble to co me he re to day.54 

I need the per son that com mit ted the cri me to tell 
me whe re the bo di es are so that we can ha ve so me 
pe a ce fi nally. I just want them to gi ve me the bo nes, 

46 Đorđe Radanović, Center 
for Youth Affirmation, 
Šekovići, BiH, National con-
sultation with young people, 
Sarajevo, BiH, September 
19th 2009.

47 Marko Grabovac, Search 
Organization of Republika 
Srpska tasked with the 
recovery of missing and 
imprisoned veterans and 
civilians of Republika Srpska 
– Search Organization of the 
Municipality of Brod tasked 
with the recovery of miss-
ing persons from Brod, BiH, 
Consultation with the local 
community, Doboj, BiH, 
October 3rd 2009.

48 Saša Radovanović, Institute 
for Serbian Culture, Serbia, 
Consultation with the local 
community, Kruševac, Serbia, 
September 7th 2009.

49 Šefika Muratagić, 
Association Key to the Future, 
BiH, Consultation with the 
local community, Cazin, BiH, 
October 10th 2009.

50 Nexharija Islami-Pllana, 
Dona, Mitrovica/Mitrovicë, 
Kosovo, Local consultation 
with civil society, Mitrovica/
Mitrovicë, Kosovo, October 
29th 2009.

51 Miroslav Varga, homeland 
defender from Osijek, 
Consultation with the local 
community, Osijek, Croatia, 
October 17th 2009.

52 Lazar Blagojević, Veterans’ 
Organization of Republika 
Srpska, Šamac Chapter, BiH, 
Consultation with the local 
community, Doboj, BiH, 
October 3rd 2009.

53 Alija Dautović, Vlasenica 
92-95 Association of Victims’ 
Families, Tuzla, BiH, 
Consultation with the local 
community on the Initiative 
for RECOM, Vlasenica, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, November 
14th 2009.

54 Naser Kadriu, victim’s fam-
ily member, Kosovo, Local 
consultation with victims’ 
associations, Mitrovica/
Mitrovicë, Kosovo, September 
5th 2009.
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to gi ve me my child. All fa mi li es who se lo ved ones 
are mis sing wo uld be sa tis fied if they co uld only 
find out the truth abo ut them and gi ve them a pro-
per bu rial.55 

I agree (...) that this com mis sion sho uld na me per-
pe tra tors of war cri mes be ca u se ... It is good to ha ve 
a list of per pe tra tors of tho se war cri mes if we are 
go ing to ha ve a list of vic tims, re gar dless of what 
na tion they co me from.56 

One of the vic tims that can gi ve di rect evi den ce for 
any trial or aga inst the Sta te which car ried out the 
cri mi nal acts not co ve red by in ter na ti o nal con-
ven ti ons are po li ti cal pri so ners. (...) My opi nion is 
that the first po int was that we as a com mis sion or 
anyone for med a com mit tee sho uld deal with po li-
ti cal pri so ners. 57

I was im pri so ned at the Buč je de ten tion camp but 
be fo re that camp the re was a de ten tion camp in 
Gr đe vi ca (...) and no one knew abo ut it, no body 
from the go vern ment knew abo ut it, only the cri mi-
nals who loc ked us up the re (...) – a sec ret de ten tion 
camp that no body ex cept the party mem bers knew 
abo ut. The “gre at Serbs” as I wo uld call them or the 
“non-Serbs” (...) we sho uld mark it pro perly.58  

All three si des in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na ha ve 
the ir as so ci a ti ons of de ten tion camp pri so ners, 
and I think it wo uld be a good idea for all three 
si ded to wri te a de fi ni tion of a de ten tion camp or 
a col lec tion cen tre and why they tho ught the pla ce 
whe re they we re held was a de ten tion camp. That 
de fi ni tion sho uld be furt her used to as sess the pla-
ces of de ten tion or ga ni zed by the ir own en ti ti es. 
So, not only whe re I was held pri so ner, but al so 
the de ten tion lo ca ti ons that my own pe o ple set up 
for the mem bers of ot her et hnic com mu ni ti es. The 
next na tu ral step wo uld be to mark all the se lo ca-
ti ons the way the se cond world war camps we re 
mar ked, such as Ja se no vac, Auschwitz, etc (...) I 
de no un ce each and every war cri me re gar dless of 
who com mit ted it, and I will be very glad if the 
vic tims from the Lo ra camp can co me on the day 
the Sta ji će vo camp me mo rial is po sted. I can gu a-
ran tee that if they de ci de to bu ild a me mo rial in 

Split, at the Lo ra camp lo ca tion, they will ha ve my 
full sup port.59 

I sup port this ini ti a ti ve be ca u se re gar dless of how 
many dif fe rent chap ters are de a ling with this pro-
blem, it is ne ver eno ugh be ca u se the cri me is uni-
ver sal. RE COM sho uld pu blish a se lec tion of the 
most in di ca ti ve texts by jo ur na lists who sup por ted 
the war and hel ped im ple ment the idea to com mit 
war cri mes.60 

Is the man da te of RE COM go ing to in clu de both 
asking qu e sti ons and se ar ching for an swers, or in 
ot her words, is it go ing to tac kle the is sue vic tims 
and ca u ses of the NA TO led bom bing of the for mer 
Yugo sla via? I think that the exam ple of the bom-
bing of the RTS bu il ding is a very good exam ple; we 
can see both a ca u se and con se qu en ces to un der-
stand the gu ilt on both our and the ir si de.61 

7. Pu blic te sti mony

Pu blic te sti mony of vic tims will help us to • 
find out what hap pe ned to ot hers.

The sto ri es of all vic tims must be he ard. It • 
is re spect and not equ a li zing.

The pri o rity is to he ar the te sti mony from • 
Knin in Cro a tia in Knin, and the te sti mony 
from Vu ko var in Ser bia. 

RE COM’s gre a test va lue is to al low young • 
pe o ple and fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons to le arn 
abo ut all what hap pe ned thro ugh the sto-
ri es of pe o ple from the who le area of for-
mer Yugo sla via.

Pu blic te sti mony of vic tims helps us to • 
feel the pain of ot hers and bu ild so li da rity 
among the vic tims.

All of us he re, espe ci ally the pe o ple from Pri je-
dor, know what hap pe ned in Pri je dor (...). Last 
ti me I said that many things, and you sho uld 
be li e ve me, we re unk nown to me un til I star ted 
co ming to the se gat he rings and li ste ning to vic-

55 Milorad Zimović, 
Association for tracing miss-
ing and killed Bosniaks of 
District Brčko, Brčko, BiH, 
Consultation with the local 
community on the Initiative 
for RECOM, Brčko, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, December 
5th 2009.

56 Samir Paljić, Local 
community Kula Grad in 
Zvornik, BiH, Consultation 
with the local community, 
Zvornik, BiH, July 18th 2009.

57 Liridon Jetishi, student 
Faculty of Political Science 
and Law, Priština/Prishtinë 
Kosovo, National consulta-
tion with students, Priština/
Prishtinë, Kosovo, April 15th 
2009.

58 Veljko Mandić, Association 
of Anti-fascist fighters 
and Anti-fascists, Croatia, 
Consultation with the local 
community on the Initiative 
for RECOM, Pakrac, Croatia, 
September 22nd 2009.

59 Zoran Šangut, Association 
of lawyers, Vukovar ’91, 
Vukovar, Croatia, National 
consultation with former 
detention camp prisoners on 
the Initiative for RECOM, 
Sarajevo, BiH, December 10th 
2009.

60 Ibrahim Bušatlija, the 
Council of the Congress of 
Bosniak Intellectuals, BiH, 
National Consultation with 
Intellectuals, Sarajevo, BiH, 
November 7th 2009.

61 Velimir Lipovan, lawyer, 
Serbia, Consultation with the 
local community, Kikinda, 
Serbia, October 17th 2009.
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tims. I li sten to Sud bin, this young boy sit ting 
next to me, talk abo ut the things that hap pe ned 
to him. I can’t even co unt the num ber of ti mes 
I watched that CD. And to tell you ho nestly, 
his te sti mony and everything he said, un for tu-
na tely, everything he sur vi ved, gi ves me ho pe 
that we can find the truth abo ut everything that 
hap pe ned.62 

I don’t want to get in the mid dle of what hap pe-
ned in Ka li no vic, what hap pe ned in Ko njic, what 
hap pe ned in Mo star, be ca u se I don’t know the se 
sto ri es. I want to re ce i ve them with re spect and 
not with jud gment; I don’t want to eva lu a te who se 
story is mo re hor ri fic be ca u se all sto ri es are dif-
fe rent. That is the only way. That do es not mean 
that we are ma king all sto ri es equ al be ca u se we 
know what the main is su es are – Sre bre ni ca, the 
be gin ning of the war, Ka pi ja, Mer ka le Mar ket in 
Sa ra je vo, and all ot her pla ces whe re mass cri mes 
hap pe ned.63 

The se con sul ta ti ons will cer ta inly en co u ra ge pe o-
ple to spe ak up. By li ste ning to ot her vic tims, we 
will en co u ra ge them to deal with the ir fe e lings and 
un der stand that ot her pe o ple al so feel the pain 
be ca u se of things that hap pe ned du ring the war 
and we will al so try to de ve lop a fe e ling of so li da-
rity among us.64 

Let’s say [that] the te sti mony they he ar from Knin, 
de pen ding on the year in qu e sti on, is he ard in Bel-
gra de and Ba nja Lu ka, and is he ard in Za greb. That 
the te sti mony from Sto lac, and Pro zor is he ard in 
Za greb, and the te sti mony from Vu ko var is he ard 
in Bel gra de, Nis, etc.65 

I want my child one day (...) when he go es to the 
in ter net and when he wis hes to know the de ta-
ils abo ut what hap pe ned in the area whe re his 
pa rents li ved, to find out abo ut that which is 
clo sest to the truth, and le arn so met hing which 
is clo sest to the truth (...) and I think that this 
is the gre a test va lue of this pro ject. (Ve sna Sla-
do je vić, RTS, Ser bia, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with 
jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 
2009.)

8. Com po si tion and elec tion of 
mem bers RE KOM

Num ber of com mis si o ners sho uld be bet-• 
we en 20 and 25. The num ber of com mis si-
o ners from each sta te sho uld be in ac cor-
dan ce with the num ber of vic tims.

The re sho uld not be too many or too few com mis-
sa ri es. I per so nally think that it is ideal to ha ve 
bet we en 20 and 25 mem bers of the com mis sion. 
But we can not ha ve the sa me num ber of mem bers 
from Mon te ne gro, Ser bia, Ko so vo, Bo snia and Her-
ze go vi na, or Cro a tia, but the num ber must de pend 
on the num ber of vic tims from each of the se for mer 
re pu blics. For exam ple, Mon te ne gro and Bo snia 
and Her ze go vi na can not ha ve the sa me num ber 
be ca u se com pa red to BiH, Mon te ne gro only had a 
small num ber of vic tims.66 

We ha ve to de ve lop a mem ber no mi na tion stra tegy 
to be ready when the ti me co mes. It sho uld be do ne 
by our re spec ti ve par li a ments or the pre si dent. It 
will be easi er to in flu en ce it if the pre si dent do es it 
(...). It de pends of co ur se on who the pre si dent is. I 
think it is very im por tant to ha ve a uni fied opi nion 
on this for the en ti re re gion so that the sug ge stion 
go es thro ugh all par li a ments in the re gion. This is 
much bet ter.67 

That per son must be able to ad mit that mem bers 
of his or her et hnic gro up al so com mit ted cri mes so 
that they can li sten to the ot her si de tal king abo ut 
cri mes wit ho ut an emo ti o nal re ac tion li ke “Wa it, 
you, too, com mit ted cri mes! So, I want the facts 
first so that I can lo ok Pe ro in the eyes and that 
Pe ro can lo ok me in the eyes, so that I can li sten to 
him tal king abo ut his suf fe ring and that Pe ro can 
he ar me out when I talk abo ut mi ne. It is only then 
that we can ac tu ally talk abo ut RE COM. The re’s 
not hing be fo re that. And it is only then that we can 
talk abo ut our in di vi dual ca ses. We sho uld talk 
abo ut whet her we sup port RE COM, who do we 
want to de le ga te, and not what my per so nal pro-
blems are.68 

I ha ve a fe ar that RE COM will fall apart the way 

62 Zdravka Karlica, Republic 
Organization of the Families 
of Imprisoned and Killed 
Veterans and Missing Civilians 
of Republika Srpska, Prijedor 
Chamber, BiH, Consultation 
with the local community, 
Cazin, BiH, October 10th 
2009.

63 Teufika Ibrahimefendić 
(Vive Association of Women, 
Tuzla, BiH, National consulta-
tion with women’s groups on 
the Initiative RECOM, Tuzla, 
BiH, November 11th 2009.

64 Vehid Šehić, Tuzla Citizens’ 
Forum, BiH, Consultation with 
the local community, Doboj, 
BiH, October 3rd 2009.

65 Mario Mažić, Initiative 
for human rights in Croatia, 
National consultation with 
youth, Banja Luka, BiH, 
October 17th 2009.

66 Amir Kulaglić from 
Srebrenica, BiH, Consultation 
with the local community, 
Cazin, BiH, October 10th 
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67 Rada Borić, Center 
for Women’s Studies, 
Zagreb, Croatia, National 
consultation with women’s 
groups, women politicians, 
artists, and journalists on the 
establishment of RECOM, 
Belgrade, Serbia, October 
9th 2009.

68 Mirsad Dizdar, Association 
of Former Detention Camp 
Prisoners of BiH, Jajce, BiH, 
National consultation with 
former detention camp 
prisoners on the Initiative 
for RECOM, Sarajevo, BiH, 
December 10th 2009.
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the for mer Yugo sla via dis in te gra ted. I’ve had this 
fe ar from the be gin ning, when I be gan to think 
abo ut all this. Per haps fo re ig ners sho uld ha ve a 
ro le in RE COM only to ma ke su re it do es not fall 
apart.69 

But what you said abo ut who ap po ints the com mis-
sion... Who will pro po se them? Who will the se pe o-
ple be? What abo ut the ir et hi cal in te grity? It se ems 
to me that that will not be able to pre vent a va lid 
body of facts for fu tu re hi sto ri ans and the o rists 
that will pro vi de an op por tu nity to truly fi nish, to 
find the right words to de scri be what hap pe ned in 
the se ter ri to ri es and to find mo re ade qu a te terms 
than the se le gal ones that we now ha ve.70

9. Do cu men ta tion

RE COM will ha ve dif fi cul ti es ob ta i ning in for-
ma tion and do cu ments in the pos ses sion of 
sta te agen ci es.

That com mis sion’s man da te must not be too long 
and it is ex pec ted that all sta te or gans de a ling 
with is su es li ke this wit hin our na ti o nal sta tes 
must be fully co o pe ra ti ve. We want them to open 
the ir ar chi ves and ma ke them re a dily ava i la ble to 
mem bers of the com mis sion and we want to be able 
to tre at each and every fact in ac cor dan ce with the 
stan dards esta blis hed by the com mis sion. 71

10. RE COM he a dqu ar ters

The he a dqu ar ters of the cen tral of fi ce of • 
RE COM sho uld be ro ta ted.

RE COM sho uld ha ve of fi ces in lo cal com-• 
mu ni ti es, espe ci ally in tho se whe re the re 
are et hnic com mu ni ti es that li ve apart 
from each ot her, as well as com mu ni ti es 
that are bur de ned by con flict.

Brc ko is a good pla ce to se at RE COM.• 

If RE COM is go ing to ha ve a cen tral of fi ce, then it 

is cru cial that the of fi ce mo ve from pla ce to pla ce 
pe ri o di cally.72 

I co me from a na ti o nally di vi ded com mu nity and 
I at tend a school known as two scho ols un der one 
ro of. That is why I sup port the lo cal con cept, a 
lo cal RE COM. That is a su per idea be ca u se (...) if 
we can sol ve [di vi si on] at the lo cal le vel, it will be 
easily spread to a sta te le vel.73 

Just a bri ef sug ge stion con cer ning the head of fi ce 
of RE COM, for the re gi o nal com mit tee as you call 
it. I think that Brč ko is self-in di ca ted be ca u se it is 
now he re and everywhe re. That is, so me at tempts 
at po li ti cal pres su re by this or that aut ho rity will 
be qu i te pos si ble everywhe re. Due to the cir cum-
stan ces, it will be most un li kely to ha ve a po li ti cal 
pres su re gro up in this lo vely town and it is al so 
well po si ti o ned, ge o grap hi cally spe a king. As a se at, 
yes. Test the ent hu si asm of po ten tial com mis sion 
mem bers.74  

11. Re la ti on ship with the 
co urts

RE COM may en co u ra ge tri als, the speed • 
and qu a lity pro ces sing.

RE COM will in ve sti ga te cri mes that ha ve • 
not yet been pro se cu ted.

RE COM sho uld ha ve di rect co o pe ra tion • 
with ju di cial aut ho ri ti es.

The pro se cu tion sho uld com mit to fol low • 
the law and use the do cu men ta tion that 
the fu tu re com mis sion will gat her du ring 
its li fe ti me.

I ex pect RE COM to be able to exert an ad di ti o nal 
pres su re and be edu ca ti o nal, ra i se awa re ness in 
our so ci ety, espe ci ally in the ju di ci ary. (...) be ca u se 
I think that the idea alo ne that facts are go ing to be 
re gi ste red anew may be help ful for our ju di ci a ri es 
to be mo re ef fi ci ent and ha ve bet ter re sults in pro-
ces sing war cri mes.75 

69 Dušan Visnjic, Sabac Youth 
Office, Serbia, consultation 
with local communities, 
Sabac, November 13th 2009.
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Faculty of Dramatic Arts, 
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October 9th 2009.

71 Veljko Vičević, UDVDR 
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consultation with homeland 
defenders, Donja Stubica, 
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73 Avdo Zec, Gornji Vakuf/
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75 Biserka Momčinović, 
Center for Civic Initiative, 
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Most of the se cri mes that we re com mit ted in the 
Zvor nik mu ni ci pa lity ... are be ing tried thro ugh 
co urt pro ces ses. They are on go ing, but for most of 
the se cri mes no one has an swe red (...). The Com-
mis sion wo uld mean that the re sho uld be the clo sest 
co o pe ra tion with the pro se cu tors to sub mit as soon 
as pos si ble, so to say, da ta, facts abo ut war cri mes 
(Me vlu din Lu pić, As so ci a tion of Fa mi li es of Cap tu-
red and Mis sing Per sons mu ni ci pa lity of Zvor nik, 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, con sul ta tion with lo cal 
com mu ni ti es, Zvor nik, Bo snia-Her ze go vi na, July 
18th 2007.)

I am tel ling you this be ca u se all pro se cu to rial of fi-
ces sho uld ha ve a le gal man da tory duty to mo ni tor 
the work of the com mis sion. This com mis sion can 
be very im por tant from the po int of vi ew of pe nal 
law and pe nal po li ci es.76 

12. Ob stac les

Sta tes in the re gion that do not re cog ni ze • 
the facts as esta blis hed by the ICTY will 
ha ve dif fi culty  ac cep ting the ini ti a ti ve for 
the for ma tion of RE COM.

The re is do ubt that Ko so vo and Ser bia will • 
esta blish co o pe ra tion in the di rec tion of 
esta blis hing the facts, re gar dless of who 
will be a RE COM com mis si o ner.

One of the pro blems for the esta blis-• 
hment of RE COM may be that so me 
co un tri es in the re gion do not re cog ni ze 
Ko so vo.

The big gest ob stac le to cla rifying the past • 
is that po li ti ci ans and pu blic opi nion be li e-
ve that “the ir” con vic ted war cri mi nals are 
seen as he ro es.

Me mo ri als to vic tims and per pe tra tors, • 
such as ha ve been ra i sed in BiH, de e pen 
the gap bet we en na ti ons.

The mo nu ments to vic tims in Ko so vo • 
me mo ri a li ze vi o len ce. All the vic tims we re 
with guns. It wo uld be bet ter to show what 

hap pe ned in the past, not to en co u ra ge 
young pe o ple aga inst a na tion.

Per haps it is pre ma tu re to form a go vern-• 
ment com mis sion to do this job.

So, it is in di spu ta ble that the ICTY esta blis hed the 
facts abo ut all si des in the con flict, but po li ti ci ans 
do not re cog ni ze them and that’s why I think it is 
go ing to be dif fi cult to con vin ce the go vern ments to 
ac cept this pro ject.77 

I am scep ti cal that Ko so vo and Ser bia will ever be 
able to co o pe ra te be ca u se the evi den ce we need is 
ma inly lo ca ted in Ser bia. I don’t know how much 
we can re ally co o pe ra te with them or how much 
they can help us find the facts that we are in te re-
sted in. For that re a son, I re ally don’t know how 
ef fi ci ent all this can be and how much you re ally 
be li e ve that this pro ject can yield any sig ni fi cant 
re sults, re gar dless of who the mem bers of the com-
mis sion are.78 

RE COM as a (...) re gi o nal com mis sion which sho-
uld be esta blis hed by an in ter na ti o nal agre e ment, 
(...) how can we over co me the fact that Slo ve nia 
al ready is, (and Cro a tia will soon be), a mem ber of 
the Euro pean Union and the pro blem that Ko so vo 
is not in ter na ti o nally re cog ni zed and that is whe re 
hu man rights abu ses sho uld be in ve sti ga ted?79 

And in the end, the con vic ted war cri mi nals, 
I am thin king of tho se in dic ted by the ICTY, 
re tur ned vic to ri o usly to the ir co un tri es and it 
was not only the re sult of po li ti cal ma ni pu-
la tion, but be ca u se that’s how the pu blic fe els 
abo ut them.80 

In a small town ne ar Sa ra je vo, a con vic ted war 
cri mi nal was wel co med ho me at a fo ot ball sta-
di um with flags and mu sic. Anot her was re ce-
i ved in the Pre si den tial Pa la ce of Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na. The third was flown ho me by a 
go vern ment pla ne. The re fo re, I am not qu i te su re 
if the exi sting sta te struc tu res are wil ling to gi ve 
any sig ni fi cant con tri bu tion to the fact-fin ding 
pro cess. 81

76 Slavko Kecman, 
Associations for Peace, 
Baranja, Croatia, Consultation 
with the local community, 
Osijek, Croatia, October 17th 
2009.

77 Damir Šimić, TV BH1, BiH, 
Regional consultation with 
journalists, Novi Sad, Serbia, 
September 26th 2009.

78 Venera Ramaj, Integra, 
Kosovo, National consultation 
with young people, Priština/
Prishtinë, Kosovo, September 
30th 2009.

79 Damir Salkić, Youth 
Initiative for Human Rights 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Sarajevo office, BiH, National 
consultation with young peo-
ple, Sarajevo, BiH, September 
19th 2009.

80 Zdravko Grebo, law 
professor, Faculty of Law, 
Sarajevo, BiH, National 
Consultation with 
Intellectuals, Sarajevo, BiH, 
November 7th 2009.

81 Josip Muselimović, 
lawyer, Mostar, BiH, 
National Consultation with 
Intellectuals, Sarajevo, BiH, 
November 7th 2009.
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Iz ve štaj o to ku kon sul ta tiv nog pro ce sa o in stru men ti ma za utvr đi va nje či nje ni ca o rat nim zlo-
či ni ma i dru gim te škim po vre da ma ljud skih pra va u post-ju go slo ven skim ze mlja ma

I know that when I go to (...) eastern Bo snia (...) this 
is whe re (...) they did it, the list of what was do ne 
and the list of who did it. I agree that a me mo rial 
sho uld be ra i sed. A me mo rial is a me mo rial and it 
sho uld be cle ar why it was bu ilt and how we sho uld 
tre at it. Ho we ver, the way we do it now (...), we just 
ma ke the al ready exi sting di vi sion de e per.82 

In Ko so vo, vi o len ce can be seen in all the mo nu-
ments. They are bu ilt with we a pons in hand, are 
set (...) in pu blic pla ces whe re chil dren see them 
every day and they may be af fec ted by them in the-
ir de ve lop ment. They feed them the idea that one 
na tion will al ways be bad un til our de ath. Is the re 
a con cre te plan for a me mo rial, even on a na ti o nal 

le vel, that will not in ci te a per son, but will only 
show what hap pe ned in the past?83 

We are wit nes sing si tu a ti ons whe re the go vern ment 
re fu ses to in clu de pe o ple who ha ve the ir own in te-
grity and opi nion in af fa irs that are less im por tant 
than this one ... I can’t ima gi ne the se go vern ments 
set ting up mec ha nisms, for ming com mis si ons full 
of free-thin king pe o ple, co u ra ge o us in tel lec tu als, 
wil ling and eager to in ve sti ga te and pro cess war 
cri mes... I can’t help thin king it is too pre ma tu re 
for the go vern ments to cre a te such com mis si ons. 
Of co ur se, for mally they can do it, but we’ll end 
up ha ving a com mis sion which will not do the job 
pro perly.84 

82 Salih Rasavac, Corridor, 
BiH, National consultation 
with young people, Sarajevo, 
BiH, September 19th 2009.

83 Kora Krasniqi, Integra, 
Pristina / Kosovo Prishtinë, 
national consultations with 
young people, Pristina / 
Prishtina, Kosovo, September 
30th 2009.

84 Stanko Marić, Association 
of the Lawyers of Montenegro, 
National consultation with 
intellectuals on the Initiative 
for RECOM, Podgorica, 
Montenegro, December 17th 
2009.
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