
Consultation Process on the RECOM Initiative

An overview of thoughts,
suggestions and recommendations

July – December 2009



Forum za tran zi ci o nu prav du

Coalition for RECOM

2

CONTENT

Consultation with the local community 
Pula, Croatia
July 1st 2009 ........................................................................................................................................ 5

Consultation with the local community 
Zvornik, BiH
July 18th 2009....................................................................................................................................... 8

Consultation with the local community 
Knin, Croatia
August 4th 2009.....................................................................................................................................12

Local consultation with victims’ associations 
Mitrovica/Mitrovicë, Kosovo
September 5th 2009.............................................................................................................................15

Consultations with the local community
Kruševac, Serbia 
September 7th 2009............................................................................................................................ 18

National consultation with young people
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina
September 19th 2009.............................................................................................................................21

Consultation with the local community on the Initiative for RECOM
Pakrac, Croatia
September 22nd 2009............................................................................................................................ 25

National consultation with intellectuals
Novi Sad, Serbia 
September 25th 2009..................................................................................................................... 29

Regional consultation with journalists 
Novi Sad, Serbia 
September 26th 2009........................................................................................................................34

Consultation with young people 
Priština/Prishtinë
Kosovo, September 30th 2009..................................................................................................................41

Consultation with the local community
Vukovar, Croatia 
September 30th 2009..............................................................................................................................44

Consultation with the local community
Doboj, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
October 3rd 2009....................................................................................................................................49

National consultation with women’s groups, women politicians, artists, and journalists on the 
establishment of RECOM 
Belgrade, Serbia 
October 9th 2009....................................................................................................................................53

Consultation with the local community 
Cazin Bosnia and Herzegovina 
October 10th 2009.................................................................................................................................56

National consultation with religious communities on the Initiative for RECOM
Zagreb, Croatia 
October 16th 2009.................................................................................................................................60



Coalition for RECOM

3

Iz ve štaj o to ku kon sul ta tiv nog pro ce sa o in stru men ti ma za utvr đi va nje či nje ni ca o rat nim zlo-
či ni ma i dru gim te škim po vre da ma ljud skih pra va u post-ju go slo ven skim ze mlja ma

Consultation with the local community 
Osijek, Croatia, 
October 17th 2009.................................................................................................................................62

Consultation with the local community 
Kikinda, Serbia 
October 17th 2009...............................................................................................................................65

National consultation with young people on the Initiative for RECOM 
Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
October 17th 2009................................................................................................................................68

National consultation with women’s groups about the RECOM Initiative 
Podgorica, Montenegro 
October 23rd 2009................................................................................................................................71

Local consultation with homeland defenders 
Donja Stubica, Croatia 
October 28th 2009 ...............................................................................................................................73

Local consultation with civil society on the Initiative for RECOM
Mitrovica/Mitrovicë, Kosovo
October 29th 2009.............................................................................................................................79

National consultation with intellectuals 
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina
November 7th 2009...........................................................................................................................82

National consultation with women’s groups on the Initiative RECOM 
Tuzla, BiH 
November 11th 2009..............................................................................................................................86

Consultation with the local community on the Initiative for RECOM 
Šabac, Serbia 
November 13th 2009..............................................................................................................................89

Consultation with the local community on the Initiative for RECOM 
Vlasenica, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
November 14th 2009............................................................................................................................92

National consultation with non-governmental organizations on the Initiative for RECOM 
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
November 21st 2009............................................................................................................................94

Consultation with the local community
Zrenjanin, Serbia
November 28th 2009..............................................................................................................................98

Consultation with the local community on the Initiative for RECOM 
Brčko, Bosnia and Herzegovina
December 5th 2009...........................................................................................................................102

National consultation with former detention camp prisoners on the Initiative for RECOM 
Sarajevo, BiH 
December 10th 2009............................................................................................................................105

National Consultations with Non-Governmental Organisations about the RECOM Initiative 
Belgrade, Serbia
December 17th 2009............................................................................................................................108



Forum za tran zi ci o nu prav du

Coalition for RECOM

4

National consultation with intellectuals on the Initiative for RECOM 
Podgorica, Montenegro
December 17th 2009...........................................................................................................................114

National Consultation with Non-Governmental Organisations about the RECOM Initiative 
Priština/Prishtinë, Kosovo 
December 19th 2009..........................................................................................................................118

Consultation with the local community 
Novi Pazar, Serbia 
December 21st 2009.........................................................................................................................120

Consultation with the local community on the Initiative for RECOM 
Zaječar, Serbia 
December 22nd 2009...........................................................................................................................124



Coalition for RECOM

5

Iz ve štaj o to ku kon sul ta tiv nog pro ce sa o in stru men ti ma za utvr đi va nje či nje ni ca o rat nim zlo-
či ni ma i dru gim te škim po vre da ma ljud skih pra va u post-ju go slo ven skim ze mlja ma

Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity

Pu la, Cro a tia,
July 1st 2009

The con sul ta tion was or ga ni zed by the Cen ter for 
Ci vic Ini ti a ti ve, Po reč, Cro a tia, and Do cu men ta, 
Za greb, Cro a tia. The gat he ring was at ten ded by 
25 par ti ci pants re pre sen ting va ri o us hu man rights 
or ga ni za ti ons, vic tim’ as so ci a ti ons, fa mi li es of mis-
sing per sons or ga ni za ti ons, youth or ga ni za ti ons, 
wo men’s gro ups, pro fes si o nal as so ci a ti ons, and 
lo cal aut ho rity of Is tria. Spe a kers we re Amir Ku la-
glić from Sre bre ni ca (Bo snia and Her ze go vi na), 
Ve sna Ter še lič (Do cu men ta, Cro a tia), and Eugen 
Ja kov čić (Do cu men ta, Cro a tia) and the di scus sion 
was mo de ra ted by Bi ser ka Mom či no vić (Cen ter for 
Ci vic Ini ti a ti ve, Pu la, Cro a tia) and Go ran Bo ži če vić 
(MI Ra mi DA Cen ter, Gro žnjan, Cro a tia). Ra dio Pu la 
and TV No va re por ted li ve from the con sul ta ti ons 
and No vi List daily and Glas Is tre pu blis hed an 
in ter vi ew with Amir Kulaglić con duc ted by Mla-
den Ra dić and the story by Ta tja na Gro ma ča ti tled 
“Stop the si len ce and de nial”.

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of the par ti ci pants 

What the vic tims and all nor mal pe o ple li ving in the 
sta tes for med on the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla-
via are de a ling with in the ir everyday li ves is si len ce 
and de nial (...) Si len ce is a met hod used to ju stify 
the things you ha ve not do ne and de nial is used as 
an op por tu nity to re la ti vi ze the things you did. This 
ini ti a ti ve has two go als: to stop the si len ce and de nial 
and start bu il ding a plat form for pu blic di scus-
sion abo ut cri mes com mit ted in re cent wars. (Amir 
Kulaglić from Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

All war cri mes and all vic tims must be 
re gi ste red.

Whi le pre pa ring for this me e ting to day, I se ar ched 
in ten si vely for so me per sons who had te sti fied, who 
had stayed be hind the ir fa mi li es and tried to find 
them, but I co uld not find them. Was it just the ti me 
that pas sed, did they just mo ve (...). I wish that we 
can ha ve all the se cri mes, di sap pe a ran ces, un sol ved 
de sti ni es, kil lings etc, re gi ste red in sta te re gi sters. 
(Bi ser ka Mom či no vić, Cen ter for Ci vic Ini ti a ti ve, 
Po reč, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

Vic tims are afraid to tell the ir sto ri es be ca u se 
tho se re spon si ble for tho se cri mes are still hol-
ding go vern ment po si ti ons. RE COM sho uld try 
to in stil fe ar in tho se pe o ple.

I re tur ned to Sre bre ni ca, I li ve the re now. Un for tu-
na tely, every day I me et pe o ple whom I can po si ti-
vely iden tify as part of the war cri mes mac hi nery, 
who ac ted eit her as or ga ni sers, per pe tra tors, or 
in sti ga tors (...) and much to my cha grin, they are 
most of ten mem bers of the lo cal aut ho rity (...) and 
they are able to cre a te an at mosp he re of very hard 
li fe, full of fe ar and psycho sis. (Amir Kulaglić from 
Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

The re are wit nes ses who we re sup po sed to co me he re 
to day and tell the ir sto ri es. Why didn’t they co me? 
They didn’t co me be ca u se they are afraid to talk. 
The re is a lo cal she riff in the ir com mu nity whom 
they se ri o usly fe ar (...). This com mis sion sho uld 
ac hi e ve a gra dual chan ge in that pa ra digm. (Ta tja-
na Gro ma ča, No vi List daily, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 
2009.)

The qu e sti on we sho uld ask our sel ves is whet-
her the re is re a di ness on the ter ri tory of the 
for mer Yugo sla via to feel com pas sion for vic-
tims from the ot her si de and con demn per pe-
tra tors in our midst. 

Euri pi des al so said that the gre at ness of one na tion 
is re flec ted in its abi lity to mo urn for the vic tims of 
ot her na ti ons and its re a di ness to con demn per pe-
tra tors of the ir own. I won der whet her the pe o ple 
in this re gion are en ti rely ready for that mot to?! 
(An tun Pe ru ško, So cial-De moc ra tic Party, Cro a tia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro-
a tia, July 1st 2009.)

Me dia can play a very sig ni fi cant ro le in evo-
king com pas sion with ot her si de’s vic tims.

The ro le of the me dia can be very im por tant be ca-
u se they can con vey the se sto ri es furt her (...). It is 
im por tant to he ar them on TV be ca u se pe o ple may 
fi nally un der stand: “the re we re vic tims on all si des 
in this war”. (Ve sna Ter še lič, Do cu men ta, Cro a tia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro-
a tia, July 1st 2009.)

RE COM sho uld in ve sti ga te the ro le of the 
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me dia in the pre pa ra tion for war – so me pe o ple 
li sted to the ir TV or ra dio sta ti ons or read the ir 
pa pers, went to war and com mit ted cri mes.

Do you know that so me cri mes we re cre a ted by the 
me dia? Do you re mem ber what the me dia said 
abo ut Ko so vo be fo re the war? It was all or che stra-
ted thro ugh the me dia and we can sa fely say that 
many war cri mes per pe tra tors we re ma ni pu la ted 
by the me dia. (Džev det Ha dži se li mo vić, Pro ta go ra 
As so ci a ti ons, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

When RE COM fi nis hes its man da te, the Co a-
li tion for RE COM will still ha ve to over see the 
im ple men ta tion of re com men da ti ons on re pa-
ra ti ons and the re turn of the re fu ge es and in ter-
nally dis pla ced.

On ce the com mis sion of fers its of fi cial re port then 
it will be pos si ble to work on ad di ti o nal ex pla na ti-
ons be ca u se the is sue of just re dress and the is sue 
of re turn of re fu ge es is still un re sol ved in Cro a tia. 
(Ve sna Ter še lič, Do cu men ta, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 
2009.)

On be half of the So cial-De moc ra tic Party I 
agree that the re is a real need to cre a te RE COM.

Ta king in con si de ra tion all our dif fe ren ces, I can 
say for myself and on be half of the party I re pre sent 
he re, the So cial-De moc ra tic Party (SDP) that I ab so-
lu tely sup port this ap pro ach and the need to cre a te 
RE COM (...). I be li e ve that the SDP will be co me a 
mem ber of the Co a li tion. (An tun Pe ru ško, So cial-
De moc ra tic Party, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

Ci vil so ci ety in Cro a tia must not ac cept the 
con cept in which de struc tion, kil lings, and per-
se cu tion are adop ted as va lu es of the Ho me land 
War.

The Ju sti fied Ho me land War in Cro a tia has at one 
po int in ti me tur ned in to a story of the dig nity of the 
Ho me land War. In its na tu re, every war is a cri mi-
nal act. It con sti tu tes de struc tion and blo ods hed. 
Pe o ple can be dig ni fied, not wars (...). In Cro a tia 
so me pe o ple are trying to im po se ha te de struc tion 
and blo ods hed as the vir tu es of the Ho me land War. 
Are we go ing to ac cept that de struc tion, blo ods hed, 
kil lings, per se cu tion, and an ni hi la tion of everything 
as vir tu es of the Ho me land War? No, I don’t think 

we can. (Mla den Mom či no vić, Cen ter for Ci vic Ini-
ti a ti ve, Po reč, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

In or der to win over the pu blic we ha ve to he ar 
the vo i ce of vic tims.

We need to ma ke our advan ce to wards ci vil so ci ety 
mo re ag gres si vely. First of all we must be pre sent in 
the me dia. Be loud. Be pre sent. (...) Let’s ma ke gi gan-
tic si ze bill bo ards sho wing the bo di es of the vic tims. 
(...) Let’s re mind pe o ple that the body they are lo o-
king at whi le wal king down the stre et is so me o ne’s 
mot her, fat her, son, or brot her and that he was kil led 
in that very pla ce just two days ago. (Ta tja na Gro-
ma ča, No vi List daily, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

The vo i ce (...) of the se vic tims must be he ard, we ha ve 
to cam pa ign for it very ag gres si vely be ca u se (...) pe o-
ple don’t li ke to re vi sit the past, espe ci ally tho se who 
had no bad ex pe ri en ce in the war li ke us in Is tria (...). 
We only saw the war on te le vi sion. (De nis Sga gli ar-
di, Zum As so ci a tion of Young Pe o ple Pu la, Cro a tia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro-
a tia, July 1st 2009.)

I think that is too strong to say, (...) a cam pa ign yes, 
ag gres si ve no. We must not be ag gres si ve (...) Let’s 
stay away from all things that may ca u se pro blems. 
We ha ve to be very tho ughtful and ca u ti o us. (Džev-
det Ha dži se li mo vić, Pro ta go ra As so ci a ti ons, Cro a-
tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, 
Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

Mem bers of RE COM sho uld be per sons of in te-
grity, well re spec ted pro fes si o nals in the ir own 
fi elds, ac cep ta ble in the en ti re re gion and able 
to re sist any form of pres su re. Vic tims sho uld 
al so be mem bers of RE COM.

Mem bers or RE COM ta sked with esta blis hing the 
facts abo ut the past sho uld be able to work in de pen-
dently, free of any pres su re, and to the best of the ir 
pro fes si o nal and mo ral abi lity, the way it is to be 
do ne in such com mis si ons. (De nis Sga gli ar di, Zum 
As so ci a tion of Young Pe o ple Pu la, Cro a tia, Con-
sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, 
July 1st 2009.)

One of the things we sho uld agree on is that mem-
bers of RE COM must be pe o ple of spe cial mo ral 
cre di bi lity, (...) well re spec ted thro ug ho ut the en ti re 
re gion (...) Po li ti ci ans sho uld be ex clu ded (...) I be li e-
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ve that mem bers of this com mis sion sho uld not only 
be sci en tists, so ci o lo gists, psycho lo gists, lawyers, but 
al so re pre sen ta ti ves of cer tain as so ci a ti ons in or der 
to ma ke su re the vo i ce of the vic tims is he ard (...). 
Vic tims are usu ally asked to gi ve in for ma tion whi-
le the ir ne eds are ra rely di scus sed. (Amir Kulaglić 
from Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

Young pe o ple tend to for get and re la ti vi ze 
events from the past. The is sue of the past sho-
uld be re sol ved to day, whi le it is still fresh in 
our minds.

Young pe o ple easily ac cept the the ory of for get ful-
ness; put your head un der the car pet and pre tend 
not hing hap pe ned. If we for get it, if we act li ke 
not hing hap pe ned (...) most of us are in cli ned to 
re la ti vi ze the cri mes that hap pe ned. (Ta nja Ca rić, 
Gram mar School, Pu la Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

What I don’t want to hap pen is to ar gue with my 
fri ends in sixty years abo ut the Ho me land War. So, 
that has to be re sol ved now, whi le still fresh and that’s 
a good thing. (De nis Sga gli ar di, Zum As so ci a tion of 
Young Pe o ple Pu la, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

It is cri ti cally im por tant that the facts find the ir 
way in to do cu ments, school text bo oks, cur ri-
cu la, and edu ca tion. That is the only su re way 
to pre vent dif fe rent in ter pre ta ti ons of hi story. 

I had an op por tu nity to analyse hi story bo oks from 
Re pu bli ka Srp ska, from BiH Fe de ra tion, from Cro a-
tia, and from Ser bia and I was not at all sur pri sed 
to find out that each in ter pre ted the dis in te gra tion 
of the for mer Yugo sla via dif fe rently. And that’s a 
pro blem that stands in the way to the pro cess of 
esta blis hing the truth. For that re a son I strongly 
be li e ve that such a re gi o nal ap pro ach is the only 
way to find the truth. (Li di ja Le šić, hi story and 
phi lo sophy pro fes sor from Po reč, Cro a tia, Con sul-
ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 
1st 2009.)

I am re ally in te re sted to see so me of the re sults of 
your work in of fi cial sta te do cu ments, cur ri cu lums, 
text bo oks, and in the ove rall edu ca tion pro cess (...). 
We sho uld pri ma rily ta ke ca re of the in te rests of our 
chil dren. That’s cru cial. (Džev det Ha dži se li mo vić, 
Pro ta go ra As so ci a ti ons, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

Our Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion and our edu ca tion do not 
in clu de in the ir cur ri cu lums what we are di scus sing 
he re, which is ex tre mely im por tant. (Ta nja Ca rić, 
Gram mar School, Pu la Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

Go vern ment mi su ses vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons who 
of ten so und as the go vern ment it self and not as 
re pre sen ta ti ves of vic tims. 

Vic tims, too, will of ten adopt the si lent ap pro ach 
and de nial or mi ni mi za tion of ot her na tion’s vic-
tims. The re a son is they are be ing po li ti cally mi su-
sed or ma ni pu la ted with so that they of ten so und as 
the ir re spec ti ve go vern ments and not at all as re pre-
sen ta ti ves of vic tims. (Amir Kulaglić from Sre bre-
ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

The goal of the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM is to cre-
a te an at mosp he re in which it will be highly 
inap pro pri a te and unac cep ta ble to deny a war 
cri me.

I think it will be a gre at suc cess of this Ini ti a ti ve if 
we re ach a sta ge when it will truly be un de si ra ble 
and unac cep ta ble to deny cri mes com mit ted aga-
inst anyone. (Eugen Ja kov čić, Do cu men ta, Cro a tia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro-
a tia, July 1st 2009.)

The goal of RE COM can be re con ci li a tion but 
that is a pro cess that re qu i res a di a lo gue, a lot 
of qu e sti ons and a lot of dif fe rent opi ni ons.

And when we say ‘re con ci li a tion’, we don’t imply a 
mo ment when we all hug and kiss and say that what 
hap pe ned in the past do es not mat ter any lon ger. 
When we say ‘re con ci li a tion’ we think of an ap pro-
ach that re qu i res this kind of di scus si ons, qu e sti ons, 
the en ti re de a ling with the past system. Re con ci li a-
tion as a pro cess, but as a goal, re con ci li a tion that 
me ans this kind of con flict will not hap pen again. 
(Go ran Bo ži če vić, MI Ra mi DA, Cro a tia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 
1st 2009.)

A pro cess that will co me out of such an ini ti a ti ve 
is far mo re im por tant to me in this sen se than in a 
tec hni cal sen se, who will be co me a mem ber, what 
is our man da te go ing to be, how we are go ing to be 
or ga ni zed etc (...). It is im pe ra ti ve to go to as many 
pla ces as pos si ble (...) and fi nally open up a spa ce 
whe re all this is su es will be di scus sed se ri o usly and 
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freely from va ri o us po ints of vi ew (...). Be ca u se that 
is the main pre ro ga ti ve to start sol ving the pro blem. 
(Mla den Mom či no vić, Cen ter for Ci vic Ini ti a ti ve, 
Po reč, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

The RE COM Ini ti a ti ve can be used by ot her 
so ci e ti es ha ving si mi lar pro blems to fight evil.

I strongly be li e ve we are bu il ding mac hi nery ca pa ble 
of han dling evil in so me fu tu re wars. The re are no 
mec ha nisms on this pla net able to stand up to evil. 
(Go ran Bo ži če vić, MI Ra mi DA, Cro a tia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 
1st 2009.)

RE COM can in spi re co urt pro ce e dings to be 
mo re ef fi ci ent and ha ve bet ter re sults in pro ces-
sing war cri mes.

I ex pect RE COM to be able to exert an ad di ti o nal 
pres su re and be edu ca ti o nal, ra i se awa re ness in 
our so ci ety, espe ci ally in the ju di ci ary. (...) be ca u se 
I think that the idea alo ne that facts are go ing to be 
re gi ste red anew may be help ful for our ju di ci a ri es 
to be mo re ef fi ci ent and ha ve bet ter re sults in pro-
ces sing war cri mes. (Bi ser ka Mom či no vić, Cen ter 
for Ci vic Ini ti a ti ve, Po reč, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 
2009.)

It is ne ces sary to in clu de po li ti cal par ti es and 
re li gi o us com mu ni ti es in the who le pro cess. 

Re li gi o us eli tes and highly re spec ted re li gi o us of fi-
ci als we re aga inst esta blis hing the facts. That hurts 
(...) be ca u se I ex pect them to be the ones to te ach us 
lo ve, to le ran ce, and un der stan ding in stead of en co u-
ra ging xe nop ho bia. (Amir Kulaglić from Sre bre ni ca, 
BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, 
Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

I be li e ve we ha ve men ti o ned ear li er our in ten tion to 
talk to re li gi o us le a ders, which is very good, be ca u se 
in this re gion, re li gion and na ti o na lity are usu ally 
in tert wi ned which was a ma jor ca u se for mo bi li za-
tion on the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla via. And 
se condly, I think it is very im por tant to talk to po li-
ti ci ans. (Mla den Mom či no vić, Cen ter for Ci vic Ini-
ti a ti ve, Po reč, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

In Cro a tia, espe ci ally in Is tria, it is ne ces sary to 
or ga ni ze con sul ta ti ons with mi no ri ti es which 

will be able to see the ir own in te rest in get ting 
in vol ved in this pro cess. 

I am su re we can or ga ni ze the sa me thing he re with 
or ga ni za ti ons of na ti o nal mi no ri ti es which are very 
well or ga ni zed and which will be able to see the ir 
in te rest in get ting in vol ved in this and so on. (Mla-
den Mom či no vić, Cen ter for Ci vic Ini ti a ti ve, Po reč, 
Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

Con sul ta ti ons on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM sho-
uld be or ga ni zed as pu blic gat he rings, open to 
all in te re sted ci ti zens. 

It wo uld be a good idea to or ga ni ze the se con sul ta-
ti ons in towns as open-type gat he rings, open to all 
in te re sted ci ti zens (...) to in form them abo ut RE COM 
by di stri bu ting flyers in mail bo xes. (Ta tja na Gro ma-
ča, No vi List daily, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Pu la, Cro a tia, July 1st 2009.)

Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity 

Zvor nik, BiH
July 18th 2009

The con sul ta tion was or ga ni zed by the Ani ma 2005 
As so ci a tion and the As so ci a tion of the fa mi li es of 
im pri so ned and mis sing mem bers of the Zvor nik 
mu ni ci pa lity (BiH) and was at ten ded by 22 par ti-
ci pants (re pre sen ta ti ves of vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, 
mem bers of fa mi li es of kil led ve te rans and ve te rans, 
non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons, lo cal aut ho ri ti es, 
re li gi o us in sti tu ti ons and me dia. Re pre sen ta ti ves 
of the Of fi ce of the High Com mis si o ner for Bo snia 
and Her ze go vi na, mem bers of the Or ga ni za tion 
and Se cu rity and Co o pe ra tion in Euro pe (OSCE), 
and the In ter na ti o nal Cen ter for Tran si ti o nal Ju sti-
ce (ICTJ) par ti ci pa ted in the de ba te. Con sul ta ti ons 
we re ope ned by Me vlu din Lu pić (As so ci a tion of 
the fa mi li es of im pri so ned and mis sing mem bers 
of the Zvor nik mu ni ci pa lity, BiH), Bran ko To do ro-
vić, (The Hel sin ki Com mit tee for Hu man Rights in 
Re pu bli ka Srp ska, BiH), and Na ta ša Kan dić (The 
Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter), and the di scus sion was 
mo de ra ted by Ve hid Še hić (The Fo rum of Tu zla 
Ci ti zens, BiH).

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of the par ti ci pants
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Mem bers of RE COM sho uld be mo rally and 
pro fes si o nally well esta blis hed in di vi du als 
enjoying pu blic re spect. The ci vil so ci ety must 
ha ve a de ci ding ro le in both de fi ning the cri te-
ria for the se lec tion of RE COM mem bers and in 
the ac tual pro cess of mem ber se lec tion.

Per sons to be elec ted mem bers of the com mis sion 
sho uld enjoy the un di vi ded sup port of the so ci ety, 
they sho uld be ho no u ra ble per sons li ked by the ge ne-
ral pu blic. (Bran ko To do ro vić, The Hel sin ki Com-
mit tee for Hu man Rights in Re pu bli ka Srp ska, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor nik, 
BiH, July 18th 2009.)

The com mis sion sho uld be com po sed of et hi cally 
cre di ble per sons, who are ex perts in the ir re spec ti ve 
fi elds and who are able to pro perly in ter pret esta blis-
hed and ve ri fied facts. Why is that ne ces sary? Be ca-
u se we li ve in a so ci ety which is espe ci ally ex po sed 
to po li ti cal and re li gi o us ma ni pu la tion by po li ti cal 
and cle ri cal eli tes who try to in flu en ce our fe e lings 
and opi ni ons whe ne ver pos si ble. (Amir Kulaglić 
from Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)

It is im por tant to en ga ge ex perts, young pe o ple, and 
in di vi du als with high et hi cal stan dards. (Ze ke ri jah 
Ha džić, As so ci a tion of Col le ge Stu dents from Sre-
bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)

The com mis sion must be in de pen dent from the 
in flu en ce of its fo un ders and it is im por tant that 
ci vil so ci e ti es in the re gion ha ve an in flu en tial ro le 
in de fi ning the cri te ria and in the mem ber se lec tion 
pro cess it self. If we al low the par ti ci pa ting go vern-
ments to elect in di vi du als whom they can easily 
in flu en ce, I am afraid we are not go ing to be able 
to re ach our goal. (Amir Kulaglić from Sre bre ni ca, 
BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor-
nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)

It is im por tant to ena ble per pe tra tors to spe ak 
in pu blic abo ut the cri mes they com mit ted in 
or der to help the pu blic find out the truth abo-
ut the se cri mes.

Now we can al so ask the qu e sti on abo ut how it will 
be re ce i ved in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na if a war cri-
me per pe tra tor is gi ven an op por tu nity to ad dress 
the com mis sion, and if it is re por ted by the me dia 
for the vic tims to watch it, and so on (...). Many 
wo uld say that it is ac tu ally (...) a good op por tu nity 

for so me of the per pe tra tors to pu blicly spe ak abo ut 
the things he or she par ti ci pa ted in or did per so nally. 
(Bran ko To do ro vić, The Hel sin ki Com mit tee for 
Hu man Rights in Re pu bli ka Srp ska, BiH, Con sul-
ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 
18th 2009.)

Pu blic he a rings of vic tims and wit nes ses are 
in di spen sa ble be ca u se they can help bu ild a 
fe e ling of so li da rity with vic tims so cle arly mis-
sing at the mo ment.

So me ti mes pu blic spe a king (of vic tims and wit nes ses) 
can be, first of all, an in vi ta tion to so ci ety to bu ild 
so li da rity with vic tims which we in Bo snia and Her-
ze go vi na, ob vi o usly don’t ha ve to day. (Bran ko To do-
ro vić, The Hel sin ki Com mit tee for Hu man Rights in 
Re pu bli ka Srp ska, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to pro vi de for a mo re ac ti ve ro le 
of ci vil so ci ety or ga ni za ti ons in or der to form 
the com mis sion so o ner. On ce the com mis sion 
is for med, ci vil so ci ety or ga ni za ti ons can mo ni-
tor its ac ti vity.

I think that such gat he rings, this type of ac ti vity 
of non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons and va ri o us 
ot her or ga ni za ti ons can help speed up the pro cess of 
for ming the com mis sion. (Ze ke ri jah Ha džić, As so-
ci a tion of Col le ge Stu dents from Sre bre ni ca, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor nik, 
BiH, July 18th 2009.)

All sta tes in the re gion sho uld sup port the cre a tion 
of the com mis sion (...). The non-go vern men tal sec tor 
from the sa tes in the re gion sho uld act as a su per vi-
sory body for that in sti tu tion for med by the re gi o nal 
go vern ments. (Zo ra na Pet ko vić, Osvit Ra dio Sta-
tion, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)

The re is a di lem ma whet her war cri mes per pe-
tra tors sho uld be gran ted a ge ne ral par don or 
just of fe red less se ve re sen ten ces for the cri mes 
they com mit ted.

I be li e ve that the re is no such in for ma tion, no mat ter 
who pro vi des it, that de ser ves a ge ne ral par don (...). 
The who le po int of sen ten cing is to pre vent so met-
hing li ke that hap pe ning in the fu tu re. (Ze ke ri jah 
Ha džić, As so ci a tion of Col le ge Stu dents from Sre-
bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta ti ons with mem bers of lo cal 
com mu nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.) 
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I think that it is a good exam ple to he ar the vic tims 
spe ak (...) but al so to al low the war cri mes per pe tra-
tors to talk. The is sue of the le vel of am nesty sho uld 
be left for the con si de ra tion of pro fes si o nals (...). The 
ad mis sion of gu ilt sho uld not ne ces sary lead to a 
ge ne ral par don. (Mu sta fa Mu ha re mo vić, Med glis 
of the Isla mic Com mu nity in Zvor nik, BiH, Con-
sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor nik, BiH, 
July 18th 2009.)

Ha ving in mind the fact that I still ha ve not fo und 
the bo di es of most of my dead fa mily mem bers, I am 
in fa vo ur of the idea to he ar war cri mes per pe tra tors 
be fo re this com mis sion, but only if they can pro vi de 
in for ma tion abo ut mass gra ves, in di vi dual vic tims, 
etc. (...) I am 50 years old. I may not ha ve too much 
ti me left to wa it to find them. Maybe in Sre bre ni ca, 
many wo men who lost the ir chil dren or the ir hus-
bands don’t ha ve ti me to wa it. That is why I think 
they sho uld be gi ven a chan ce to spe ak. It sho uld be 
up to the com mis sion to de ci de whet her the se pe o ple 
sho uld be gran ted par don or not. (Amir Kulaglić 
from Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.) 

The man da te of the com mis sion sho uld in clu de 
the ro le of the me dia in pre pa ring for the war.

I think that the ro le of the me dia in cre a ting a war-
pro pa ga ting at mosp he re in the years pre ce ding the 
con flict sho uld be cle arly pic tu red (...) and I think 
that the com mis sion sho uld tac kle the is sue of the 
in ci te ment of na ti o na li stic ide o lo gi es on all si des. 
(Sa mir Pa ljić, Lo cal com mu nity Ku la Grad in Zvor-
nik, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary that the com mis sion de als with 
the ca u ses of the war, espe ci ally the ro le of the 
Yugo slav Na ti o nal Army and the in ter na ti o nal 
com mu nity.

I be li e ve that the com mis sion sho uld al so de pict the 
re spon si bi lity and the ro le of the mi li tary le a der ship, 
i.e. the Ge ne ral Staff of the Army of the So ci a list Fe de-
ral Re pu blic of Yugo sla via (...). It was the we a pons of 
the Yugo slav Na ti o nal Army that the se cri mes we re 
com mit ted with. Furt her, the com mis sion sho uld al so 
in ve sti ga te the ro le of the in ter na ti o nal com mu nity 
in that pe riod, what it was li ke (...) espe ci ally on the 
ter ri tory of Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, when the arms 
em bar go was im po sed upon the unar med pe o ple whi-
le all ot her si des to the con flict we re able to ob tain 
arms. (Sa mir Pa ljić, Lo cal com mu nity Ku la Grad in 

Zvor nik, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)

The com mis sion sho uld pri ma rily deal with the 
is sue of fin ding the mis sing. In or der to sol ve 
the pro blem of fin ding the mis sing, it is ne ces-
sary to se cu re the co o pe ra tion of all le vels of 
go vern ment, from mu ni ci pa li ti es to the army 
and the po li ce.

I wel co me every ini ti a ti ve who se goal is to advan ce 
the ap pro ach to sol ving our pro blems, pri ma rily the 
pro blem of fin ding the mis sing. (Ra do mir ka Duv-
njak, The Com mit tee for Fin ding Mis sing Per sons, 
Mu ni ci pal Or ga ni za tion of Kil led Ve te rans in Vla se-
ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)

We are still se ar ching for 500 per sons from the area 
of the mu ni ci pa lity of Zvor nik. In ot her words, we are 
trying to lo ca te mass gra ves. That is the main re a son 
we (the As so ci a tion of the Fa mi li es of Im pri so ned 
and Mis sing Per sons from the Zvor nik Mu ni ci pa-
lity) sig ned the ad mis sion form to be co me mem bers 
of the Co a li tion for RE COM. (Me vlu din Lu pić, 
(As so ci a tion of the fa mi li es of im pri so ned and mis-
sing mem bers of the Zvor nik mu ni ci pa lity, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor nik, 
BiH, July 18th 2009.)

It is tra gic that even 14 years af ter the end of the war 
we still ha ve so many mis sing (...) I think that every 
vic tim de ser ves to be re gain his or her iden tity and a 
me mo rial, in ot her words to be gi ven a pro per bu rial 
(...) I am su re that lo cal com mu ni ti es in the area 
whe re exe cu ti ons we re con duc ted sho uld know whe-
re they we re bu ried. I am de eply con vin ced that this 
com mis sion sho uld pres su re the se lo cal com mu ni ti es 
in the pro cess of se ar ching for the mis sing per sons, 
in clu ding for mer mi li tary and ci vi lian aut ho ri ti es. 
(Sa mir Pa ljić, Lo cal com mu nity Ku la Grad in Zvor-
nik, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)

The com mis sion sho uld work on the cre a tion of 
a list of vic tims and per pe tra tors.

I agree (...) that this com mis sion sho uld na me per pe-
tra tors of war cri mes be ca u se ... It is good to ha ve a 
list of per pe tra tors of tho se war cri mes if we are go ing 
to ha ve a list of vic tims, re gar dless of what na tion 
they co me from. (Sa mir Pa ljić, Lo cal com mu nity 
Ku la Grad in Zvor nik, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)



Coalition for RECOM

1 1

Iz ve štaj o to ku kon sul ta tiv nog pro ce sa o in stru men ti ma za utvr đi va nje či nje ni ca o rat nim zlo-
či ni ma i dru gim te škim po vre da ma ljud skih pra va u post-ju go slo ven skim ze mlja ma

It is ne ces sary to form a part ner ship with the 
me dia in or der to se cu re an unob struc ted in for-
ma tion flow to the pu blic abo ut the war cri mes 
com mit ted in the re cent wars. The me dia sho-
uld al so try to de di ca te mo re spa ce to pro mo-
ting po si ti ve stro ri es.

I think that what we need is a se ri o us re form and 
sig ni fi cant steps for ward which in clu des not only 
the me dia de di ca ting mo re spa ce to the vic tims but 
al so to no ble acts go ing on now and tho se that ha ve 
hap pe ned in the past, re cent or mo re dis tant past 
(...) We ha ve he ard a short whi le ago abo ut the ro le 
of the me dia du ring the war. That is un do ub tedly 
a to pic to be re se ar ched, but at the sa me ti me the 
me dia sho uld be bur de ned with the ro le of a sig ni-
fi cant par ti ci pant in the ove rall he a ling pro cess of 
the so ci ety. (Mu sta fa Mu ha re mo vić, Med zlis of the 
Isla mic Com mu nity in Zvor nik, BiH, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 
2009.)

We ha ve he ard he re to day on a few oc ca si ons that 
the me dia are be ing cal led to the re spon si bi lity 
and I agree with it that the me dia can help in the 
pro cess of esta blis hing the facts abo ut war cri mes. 
(Hi ba Ra mić, Me zar je Fo un da tion, BiH, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 
18th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld be man da ted to in ve sti ga te the 
ro le of in di vi du als and in sti tu ti ons. 

What is this com mis sion go ing to deal with, in di vi-
du als or in sti tu ti ons? I think that it is mo re im por-
tant for the com mis sion to deal with in sti tu ti ons 
be ca u se that will lead to in di vi du als who com mit ted 
all tho se war cri mes. (Ze ke ri jah Ha džić, As so ci-
a tion of Col le ge Stu dents from Sre bre ni ca, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor nik, 
BiH, July 18th 2009.)

And if you ask me what the com mis sion sho uld deal 
with pri ma rily, in di vi du als or in sti tu ti ons, well, I 
think that is in se pa ra ble. We ha ve to re a li ze that 
a war cri me is a very sop hi sti ca ted pro cess which 
in vol ves ide als, ide o lo gi es, in sti ga tors, and exe cu-
tors. (Amir Kulaglić from Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul-
ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 
18th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld deal with the acts of in di vi du als 
but al so with the acts of in sti tu ti ons (...) mi li tary, 
ci vi lian de fen ce, Mi ni stry of the In ter i or (MUP), 

mu ni ci pa li ti es (...). Re gar dless of the na ti o na lity of 
the vic tims, it was the ci vi lian de fen ce was in char-
ge of col lec ting and dri ving away the re ma ins. So, 
by ap pro ac hing the in sti tu ti ons, we will re ach the 
re spon si ble in di vi du als or at le ast tho se who can 
help us di sco ver mass gra ves. (Hi ba Ra mić, Me zar je 
Fo un da tion, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld co o pe ra te di rectly with the 
ju di ci ary.

Most of the cri mes com mit ted on the ter ri tory of the 
Zvor nik mu ni ci pa lity... are be ing pro ces sed in co urts. 
It is an on go ing pro cess and no body has been fo und 
cri mi nally re spon si ble yet. (...) This com mis sion sho-
uld be able to co o pe ra te clo sely with the Of fi ce of 
the War Cri mes Pro se cu tors for a mo re ef fi ci ent, so 
to spe ak, ex chan ge of in for ma tion and facts abo ut 
war cri mes. (Me vlu din Lu pić, (As so ci a tion of the 
fa mi li es of im pri so ned and mis sing mem bers of the 
Zvor nik mu ni ci pa lity, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)

Re gi o nal par li a ments sho uld adopt le gal 
acts abo ut the use of the facts esta blis hed by 
RE COM as evi den ce in co urt pro ce e dings.

In the co ur se of the se con sul ta ti ons we will ha ve 
to pay at ten tion to whet her the facts esta blis hed 
by com mis sion will be ad mit ted in co urts as evi-
den ce. (...) That may lead to a need for the re gi o nal 
par li a ments to adopt de ci si ons which may in turn 
lead to the adop tion of amend ments of the Cri mi-
nal Pro ce du re Co de, so that the fin dings of this 
com mis sion can be ad mit ted in co urts as evi den ce. 
(Ve hid Še hić, the Fo rum of Tu zla Ci ti zens, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor nik, 
BiH, July 18th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld ha ve three go als: esta blis hing 
the facts, ve rifying the facts, in ter pre ting the 
facts.

Why is this com mis sion na med ‘re gi o nal com mis-
sion for esta blis hing facts’? Very of ten pe o ple ask 
why its na me isn’t ‘a re gi o nal com mis sion for esta-
blis hing the truth’. Truth is a re la ti ve con cept and 
each and every one of us has the ir own per cep tion 
of truth. When it co mes to Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
the re are at le ast three dif fe rent truths (...) that of the 
Bo sni aks, the Serbs, and the Cro ats, (...). I am mo re 
in fa vo ur of ke e ping the na me ‘re gi o nal com mis sion 
for esta blis hing the facts’. Se condly, this com mis sion 
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sho uld not only (...) re main at the le vel of esta blis-
hing the facts be ca u se many facts ha ve al ready been 
esta blis hed (...) so that this com mis sion sho uld work 
on ve ri fi ca tion of al ready esta blis hed facts, espe ci-
ally if tho se are the facts esta blis hed by the ju di ci ary 
in an un bi a sed ju di cial pro cess. And thirdly, this 
com mis sion sho uld stri ve to pro perly in ter pret the 
esta blis hed facts. (Amir Kulaglić from Sre bre ni ca, 
BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor-
nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld in ve sti ga te events da ting from 
1990.

I sug gest that we start with the pe riod from 1990. 
(Hi ba Ra mić, Me zar je Fo un da tion, BiH, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 
18th 2009.)

Vic tims ex pect that RE COM will be al so man da-
ted to ini ti a te re pa ra ti ons pro gram mes.

RE COM sho uld de fi ni tely tac kle the is sue of re pa ra-
tion pro gram mes for vic tims. (Mu sta fa Mu ha re mo-
vić, Med glis of the Isla mic Com mu nity in Zvor nik, 
BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor-
nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)

We ha ve to gi ve our con tri bu tion to speed up the 
pro cess so that the vic tims can re ce i ve sa tis fac tion. 
And sa tis fac tion me ans ha ving truth ful in for ma tion, 
bury lo ved ones pro perly, ha ve a pla ce whe re you can 
go and fa ce your self, your worst night ma res, your 
hor ri ble dre ams. (Amir Kulaglić from Sre bre ni ca, 
BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor-
nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)

Kno wing the facts abo ut war cri mes com mit ted 
in the past may pre vent the ir re cur ren ce in the 
fu tu re.

But, ple a se, when it co mes to the past, we ha ve to be 
cle ar abo ut what re ally hap pe ned. Why? So it sho-
uld not hap pen again. If we sur ren der to the past, 
stick out a whi te flag on which anyone can wri te 
wha te ver they ple a se, I am afraid that my son and 
your chil dren, God for bid, will be co me new vic tims. 
(Amir Kulaglić from Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 
2009.)

We want to in form young pe o ple abo ut what hap-
pe ned by pre sen ting the esta blis hed facts abo ut the 
cri mes, thus ma king them able to ta ke re spon si bi-

lity for the fu tu re. (Al ma Ma šić, Youth Ini ti a ti ve for 
Hu man Rights, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Zvor nik, BiH, July 18th 2009.)

Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity

Knin, Cro a tia,
August 4th 2009

The con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity in Knin, 
Cro a tia, we re or ga ni zed by the Dr niš As so ci a tion 
of Wo men (Cro a tia), I Want Ho me, Knin (Cro a tia), 
and Do cu men ta, Za greb (Cro a tia). The gat he ring 
was at ten ded by 30 par ti ci pants and mo ni tors, 
in clu ding re pre sen ta ti ves of vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, 
as so ci a ti ons of re fu ge es re tur ning ho me, both Knin 
com mu ni ti es, and mem bers of the Co a li tion for 
RE COM in Cro a tia.

Pu blic te sti mony of vic tims re pre sen ted a fo cal part 
of con sul ta ti ons held in Knin. Jo van Be rić (Va ri vo-
de), Mi le na Per čin (Dr niš), and Ra do slav Bo ba no vić 
(Knin) te sti fied be fo re the audi en ce. Rat ko Ga ji ca, 
mem ber of the Cro a tian Par li a ment and a mem ber 
of the SDSS al so ad dres sed the par ti ci pants.

Spe a kers we re Bog dan Iva ni še vić (In ter na ti o nal 
Cen ter for Tran si ti o nal Ju sti ce/ICTJ), Ve sna Ter-
še lič and Eugen Ja kov čić (Do cu men ta, Cro a tia). 
Ve sna Ter še lič and Eugen Ja kov čić mo de ra ted the 
di scus sion.

Cro a tian Ra dio Knin and New TV sta tion re por ted 
on the con sul ta tion in the ir news pro gram mes, whi-
le No vi List re por ted in depth on the con clu si ons. 

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of the par ti ci pants

In ad di tion to in for ming the pu blic, the goal of 
the con sul ta tion was to chan ge the si tu a tion in 
the fi eld.

The who le con sul ta tion pro cess (...) he re in Knin 
has the pri mary goal to pre sent the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM (...) but al so we want to (...) in flu en ce chan-
ges in the fi eld (...) (Eugen Ja kov čić, Do cu men ta, 
Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Knin, Cro a tia, August 4th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to le a ve a clean sla te for fu tu re 
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ge ne ra ti ons, to na me the vic tims and per pe tra-
tors in or der to avoid re pe a ting the sa me mi sta-
kes in the fu tu re.

We ha ve to be cri ti cally awa re of what we ha ve been 
thro ugh and un der stand what to day is and al so 
what to mor row is (...) for us, par ti ci pants in the 
events of that ti me; (...) we ha ve to le a ve a cle ar and 
clean sla te be hind us for tho se who are yet to co me so 
that they will ha ve a chan ce at li ving a bet ter li fe in 
this area when the ir ti me co mes. It is a fact that we 
will not be able to li ve wit ho ut the truth re gar dless 
of how pa in ful it is. (Ra do slav Bo ba no vić, vic tim 
from a “Sta ra Bol ni ca” Ser bian run pri son camp in 
Knin, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity, Knin, Cro a tia, August 4th 2009.)
Who tor tu red us? We know that. We al so know who 
didn’t. Not all Serbs can be held re spon si ble, just li ke 
not all Cro ats can be bla med for cri mes com mit ted 
aga inst mem bers of ot her et hnic gro ups. War cri mes 
are not su bject to the sta tu te of li mi ta tion, but just 
li ke the vic tims, the per pe tra tors ha ve the ir na mes, 
too, and that’s what we need to find out. (Ra do slav 
Bo ba no vić, vic tim from a “Sta ra Bol ni ca” Ser bian 
run pri son camp in Knin, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Knin, Cro a tia, August 
4th 2009.)

Ser bian and Cro a tian vic tims want to help each 
ot her to di sco ver the truth abo ut the suf fe ring 
of vic tims from ot her et hnic com mu ni ti es and 
they do not want to be held re spon si ble for the 
cri mes com mit ted by mem bers of the ir own 
et hnic com mu ni ti es.

I wo uld li ke pe o ple, no mat ter whe re they are, to 
co me and help us, just as I wo uld li ke to help, find 
out the truth abo ut cer tain cri mes and stu pid things 
do ne in the past (...) and who re ally did it. I don’t 
want to be bla med for so met hing so me body did 
out of pu re stu pi dity. Not be ca u se they we re loyal 
Serbs or Cro ats, but for re a sons I can not ex pla in. 
(Ra do slav Bo ba no vić, vic tim from a “Sta ra Bol ni ca” 
Ser bian run pri son camp in Knin, Cro a tia, Con-
sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Knin, Cro a tia, 
August 4th 2009.)

RE COM can help di sco ver the per pe tra tors 
of dif fe rent cri mes be ca u se in or der to ma ke 
su re that the two dif fe rent et hnic gro ups can 
li ve to get her again, we need to de mon stra te 
that in di vi du als and not the en ti re na tion we re 
re spon si ble for par ti cu lar cri mes.

“What do you ha ve to talk to them abo ut, they kil-
led your pa rents, and you are sit ting with them.” 
(...) That’s not how I think (...) be ca u se I do not 
be li e ve that every Cro at is re spon si ble for the cri-
mes com mit ted, but in di vi du als, who se na mes are 
un for tu na tely not yet known. That is why I am 
lo o king for ward to se e ing this ini ti a ti ve up and 
run ning be ca u se I truly ho pe this can help na me 
all war cri me per pe tra tors which will help us go in 
a bet ter di rec tion. (Jo van Be rić, Serb from Za dar, 
vic tim, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Knin, Cro a tia, August 4th 2009.)

I will do my best un til the end of my li fe to deal with 
the truth. Not all pe o ple are gu ilty, not on eit her 
si de. The re we re many mi sta kes and fa i lu res that we 
wit nes sed (...) espe ci ally tho se of us who fo und our-
sel ves on op po sing si des, but li fe go es on and I don’t 
think we can li ve to get her un til we all re a li ze that it 
is an in di vi dual and not the who le na tion we sho-
uld bla me,. (Mi le na Per čin, Cro a tian wo men from 
Dr niš, vic tim, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Knin, Cro a tia, August 4th 2009.)

All of us, in clu ding the vic tims, need to deal 
with the past and the events that sur vi ved, 
be ca u se wit ho ut it the re will be a re pe a ted ri se 
of ex tre mism and the re will be mo re evil in sto-
re for us. 

To be qu i te ho nest (...) I don’t li ke to analyse the 
past too much. Ho we ver, I am awa re of the fact that 
for as long as we re fu se to deal with our past, the 
events we sur vi ved, per so nally and in di vi du ally, 
and un til we spe ak openly wit hin our com mu nity 
abo ut it, we can not ha ve a la sting pe a ce and ex tre-
mism will ru le; (...) evil that I don’t want to see ever 
again will pre vail on ce mo re. (Mi le na Per čin, Cro-
a tian wo men from Dr niš, vic tim, Cro a tia, Con sul-
ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Knin, Cro a tia, 
August 4th 2009.)

Or di nary pe o ple ha ve un der stan ding and they 
are able to re con ci le. 

I am con vin ced that among or di nary pe o ple the re is 
the ca pa city to un der stand the se ide as you are pre-
sen ting her and, ge ne rally spe a king, the re is a hu ge 
ca pa city amongst the or di nary pe o ple to re con ci le. It 
just has to be re ve a led and put un der the spo tlight. 
(Rat ko Ga ji ca, mem ber of the Cro a tian Par li a ment, 
Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Knin, Cro a tia, August 4th 2009.)
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Re con ci li a tion sho uld be the pri mary goal of 
RE COM and pu blic te sti mo ni es of vic tims can 
cer ta inly con tri bu te to that goal.

The in ve sti ga tion of cri mes per se, de a ling with the 
truth, re se arch wit ho ut an epi lo gue (...) I am thin king 
only how to in cor po ra te that in to the re con ci li a tion 
pro cess be ca u se that is very im por tant. Re con ci li a-
tion is the only ne ces sary aspect. Only a few us he ard 
the te sti mony of the se pe o ple to day and many pe o ple 
will ne ver ha ve a chan ce to he ar it. The se te sti mo ni es 
can help us find tho se who we re on both si des. (Lju bo 
Ma noj lo vić, Ser bian De moc ra tic Fo rum, Cro a tia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Knin, Cro-
a tia, August 4th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld co o pe ra te with aut ho ri ti es, but 
po li ti ci ans sho uld not be al lo wed to in ter fe re 
with the work of RE COM.

The qu e sti on is how to pre ser ve the in no cen ce of this 
com mis sion from po li ti ci ans? They co uld be dan ge-
ro us if al lo wed to en ter too de ep in to the who le thing, 
whi le on the ot her hand, they ha ve to be in clu ded (...) 
how to ob tain in for ma tion (...) each go vern ment will 
ha ve a petty in te rest of its own in wha te ver is go ing 
on he re. (Lju bo Ma noj lo vić, Ser bian De moc ra tic 
Fo rum, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Knin, Cro a tia, August 4th 2009.)

Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM ma kes sen se, but the 
co urts can do mo re for vic tims.

I think that this ini ti a ti ve do es ma ke sen se to a 
po int, but I think that it will not be able to me a su re 
up to what a co urt may pro mi se to do. (Jo van Be rić, 
Serb from Za dar, vic tim, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Knin, Cro a tia, August 
4th 2009.)

The Co a li tion for RE COM and ci vil so ci ety 
along with in ter na ti o nal or ga ni za ti ons and 
go vern ment in sti tu ti ons will be equ ally obli ga-
ted to im ple ment re com men da ti ons.

Each re port con ta ins its re com men da ti ons re gar ding 
the esta blis hed facts, but it al so con ta ins sug ge sti ons 
for com pen sa tion pro gram mes for the vic tims. And 
it is very im por tant that the Co a li tion mo ni tors the 
im ple men ta tion of the se re com men da ti ons (...). Nor-
mally, the goal of the Co a li tion is to con stantly watch 
what is go ing on in that area (...). Dif fe rent in ter na-
ti o nal in sti tu ti ons and vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons as well 
as hu man rights as so ci a ti ons (...) are re spon si ble to 

co o pe ra te in the pro cess of the im ple men ta tion of 
the re com men da ti ons. (Ve sna Ter še lič, Do cu men ta, 
Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Knin, Cro a tia, August 4th 2009.)

The con sul ta ti ons pro cess and the col lec tion of 
a mil lion sig na tu res will se cu re the le gi ti macy 
of the ini ti a ti ve and pre vent it from be ing ig no-
red by the go vern ment.

In or der to ob tain a broad ba sed le gi ti macy for the 
com mis sion it is im por tant that the se con sul ta ti-
ons con ti nue and it is al so im por tant to pro vi de 
tho se sig na tu res, (...) but what is im por tant is that 
re pre sen ta ti ves of the Co a li tion will be stan ding 
out in stre ets tal king to pe o ple and it mat ters how 
they will pre sent the ide as we ha ve (...). That may 
be a way to com mu ni ca te di rectly with pe o ple and 
gain sup port for the cre a tion of this com mis sion. 
Then it will be re ally dif fi cult for po li ti ci ans to 
ig no re the who le ini ti a ti ve. (Ma rio Ma žić, Youth 
Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights, Cro a tia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Knin, Cro a tia, 
August 4th 2009.)

Young pe o ple in Cro a tia want to know the facts 
abo ut the past be ca u se they de fi ne the fu tu re.

It is very im por tant to me to stress that young pe o-
ple want to know the facts. We want to know the 
truth; we want to be a part of the de a ling with the 
past pro cess. That is very im por tant for us be ca u-
se it in flu en ces the way we are go ing to bu ild our 
fu tu re. For us, this com mis sion is im por tant at the 
le vel of de a ling with the past and le ar ning abo ut the 
events of the past. For us it is im por tant at the le vel 
of tran sfer ring so met hing to new ge ne ra ti ons. (Emi na 
Bu žin kić, Young Pe o ple of Cro a tia Net work, Cro a-
tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Knin, 
Cro a tia, August 4th 2009.)

I very much li ke it that con sul ta ti ons with the 
lo cal com mu nity are in clu ded in this con sul ta tion 
pro cess be ca u se in all post-Yugo slav sta tes the re 
are are as he a vily af fec ted by the war alt ho ugh the 
pe o ple who li ved in that re gion are not, strictly 
spe a king, vic tims. The re fo re, I be li e ve that it is 
very im por tant to hold lo cal con sul ta ti ons and 
that the who le Co a li tion for RE COM has un der-
stood the ne ces sity of that pro cess (...) for the small, 
lo cal com mu ni ti es whe re pe o ple co uld not ot her-
wi se be he ard. (Sla ven Ra ško vić, Do cu men ta, 
Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Knin, Cro a tia, August 4th 2009.)
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Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ 
as so ci a ti ons

Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo 
Sep tem ber 5th 2009

The lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons 
was or ga ni zed by the “May 22” As so ci a tion of the 
Fa mi li es of the Mis sing, Ko so vo and was at ten ded 
by 41 par ti ci pants, ma inly fa mily mem bers of the 
mis sing. Spe a kers we re Ylber Max hu ni (Youth Step, 
Ko so vo), Val de te Idri zi (CBM, Ko so vo) and Na ta ša 
Kan dić (Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter, Ser bia) and the 
di scus sion was mo de ra ted by Val de te Idri zi (CBM, 
Ko so vo), and Av ni Me le ni ca, (“May 22” As so ci a tion 
of the Fa mi li es of the Mis sing, Ko so vo). 

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of the par ti ci pants

As so ci a ti ons of fa mi li es of mis sing Al ba ni ans 
sho uld ha ve a jo int plat form re gar ding the Ini-
ti a ti ve for RE COM wit ho ut so me as so ci a ti ons 
ac ting in de pen dently. 

We are an al li an ce of 19 as so ci a ti ons and we ha ve 
our jo int co un cil. And Mr. Av ni sho uld talk to the 
co un cil, and ot her as so ci a ti ons sho uld al so form 
the ir co un cils and they sho uld be con sul ted so that 
we can all be una ni mo us with re spect to an is sue 
such as the RE COM ini ti a ti ve. (Xha fer Ve li ju, Pen-
gu i Lirisë, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ 
as so ci a ti ons, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep-
tem ber 5th 2009.)

Serbs and Al ba ni ans sho uld work to get her and 
com mu ni ca te with each ot her be ca u se that is the 
only way to re sol ve the is sue of mis sing per sons. 

Now I un der stand that we ha ve to work to get her 
clo sely (...). If the Serbs and the Al ba ni ans don’t co o-
pe ra te, if we fail to com mu ni ca te with each ot her 
with re gards to this qu e sti on, we will ne ver be able 
to sol ve a sin gle is sue. (Xha fer Ve li ju, Pen gu i Lirisë, 
Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ as so ci a ti-
ons, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 5th 
2009.)

Ko so vo me dia are not in te re sted in the ac ti vity 
of the fa mi li es of the mis sing. Even 10 years 
af ter the cri me in Vu či trn/Vu str ri, no TV sta-
tion has ever re por ted on the an ni ver sary of 
the cri me.

Sin ce May 22 when we star ted hol ding me e tings 
and mar king an ni ver sa ri es of the cri me, not a sin gle 
me dia re pre sen ta ti ve ca me to re port abo ut it, not 
a sin gle ca me ra. TV Pri šti na (...) TV 21 (...) they 
had to co me. KTV, al so, and so on. It has been ten 
years that we gat her on every 22nd of the month in 
Vu či trn/Vu str ri, but no one co mes to re port abo ut 
it. That’s a sha me. (Mah mut Syla, vic tim’s fa mily 
mem ber, Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ as so ci-
a ti ons, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 
5th 2009.)

Per pe tra tors of the war cri me in Vu či trn/Vu str-
ri are in Ko so vo and they are free men.

I am re ally an gry with the go vern ment. I know first 
and last na mes of per sons who com mit ted the cri me 
on May 22, but has a sin gle one of them been ar re-
sted? No. They are in Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, that’s 
whe re they mo ve freely, in Pri luž je, Goj bu lja me, 
etc (...). It’s a sha me. (Mah mut Syla, vic tim’s fa mily 
mem ber, Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ as so ci-
a ti ons, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 
5th 2009.)

We ha ve the exact na mes of all mem bers of the 
so-cal led “cri sis he a dqu ar ters”. The ir first and last 
na mes are on the list we fo und in the mu ni ci pal 
as sembly bu il ding. We in for med re pre sen ta ti ves 
of the in ter na ti o nal com mu nity abo ut it and the 
pre si dent of the mu ni ci pa lity, but they did ab so lu-
tely not hing alt ho ugh it is cle ar that the se per sons 
or ga ni zed the mas sac re. (Mu sli Me le ni ca, vic tim’s 
fa mily mem ber, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion with 
vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, 
Sep tem ber 5th 2009.)

For the fa mi li es of the vic tims it is most im por-
tant to re ce i ve mor tal re ma ins of the ir mis sing 
fa mily mem bers and gi ve them a pro per bu rial. 
The Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM is the only ho pe for 
the fa mi li es.

We wo uld li ke to sup port this ini ti a ti ve on be half of 
the fa mi li es of the mis sing and God wil ling, to get her, 
and with our go vern ments, we will be able to find our 
mis sing fa mily mem bers (...) my big gest sa tis fac tion 
in li fe wo uld be to find my fat her, to know whe re his 
gra ve is. I did not co me he re for lunch or for mo ney, I 
ca me to of fer my sup port to the fa mi li es of the mis sing 
and all tho se who we re una ble to co me he re to day. 
(Na ser Ka driu, vic tim’s fa mily mem ber, Ko so vo, 
Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, Mi tro-
vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 5th 2009.)
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My na me is Mu sli Me le ni ca and the re are fi ve mis sing 
per sons in my fa mily and I want you to know that I 
sup port this Ini ti a ti ve and I want you to ke ep up what 
you are do ing. The ini ti a ti ve is very ap pro pri a te and I 
am su re that all par ti ci pants of this gat he ring sup port 
it. (Mu sli Me le ni ca, vic tim’s fa mily mem ber, Lo cal 
con sul ta tion with vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, Mi tro vi ca/
Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 5th 2009.)

I wo uld li ke to wel co me you all he re and to con gra tu-
la te you on this ini ti a ti ve. You ha ve do ne a good job 
just by star ting it. I am a fa mily mem ber of a mis sing 
per son. Fa mi li es of mis sing per sons me et every day (...) 
tho se of us who are in Ko so vo (...) but most of them are 
abroad and they can not know how of ten we me et he re. 
(Fa ti me Me le ni ca, vic tim’s fa mily mem ber, Ko so vo, 
Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, Mi tro-
vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 5th 2009.)

My na me is Isa La ti fi and I re pre sent the As so ci a-
tion of Po li ti cal Pri so ners. I al so sup port this idea. 
It is very good (...). It is cle ar that pe o ple ha ve the ir 
in te rests; they are pur su ing them all the ti me (...) that 
is why I re pe at one mo re ti me, thank you to all who 
ini ti a ted this is sue. (Isa La ti fi, As so ci a tion of Po li ti cal 
Pri so ners, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ 
as so ci a ti ons, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep tem-
ber 5th 2009.)

Vic tim’s fa mily mem bers suf fer gre atly not only 
be ca u se of the un sol ved de stiny of the ir mis sing 
fa mily mem bers but al so be ca u se of po verty and 
lack of ca re.

We need to be ca re ful abo ut one thing – how many 
ti mes are we go ing to ta ke the se pe o ple thro ugh the 
or deal of that day wit ho ut ac tu ally do ing anything for 
them. (Veh bi Hal lil, lawyer, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta-
tion with vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, 
Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 5th 2009.)

We need to be very ca u ti o us every ti me so me o ne opens 
up an ini ti a ti ve li ke this or si mi lar. No one has do ne 
anything for the se pe o ple, not the go vern ment and 
cer ta inly not so me as so ci a ti ons (...) Mis sing per sons’ 
fa mily mem bers ca rry one pain, the fa te of the ir mis-
sing ones, but they al so suf fer from eco no mic har dship. 
(Veh bi Hal lil, lawyer, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion with 
vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, 
Sep tem ber 5th 2009.)

We don’t want them to talk. We want re sults. Loud and 
cle ar, what our go vern ment is do ing that’s all he ar-say. 
We want to talk abo ut our eco no mic har dship, we 

are all suf fe ring; we ha ve orp hans. We want re sults, 
not spe ec hes. (Mah mut Syla, vic tim’s fa mily mem ber, 
Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, Mi tro-
vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 5th 2009.)

Ko so vo laws re gu la ting rights of fa mi li es of mis-
sing per sons are ina de qu a te. 

In or der to be able to get so me sort of a for mal do cu-
ment in the mu ni ci pal bu il ding I need to fi le a do cu-
ment pro ving I am not paying ta xes. If I go to see a 
physi cian, he will ask for a he al thca re card, and if I 
tell him that my three sons we re mur de red, he wo uld 
tell me right away that I am lying. I re ce i ve 130 euros 
in com pen sa tion for one of my dead sons, as if the 
ot her two we re not mi ne. I do not re ce i ve anything 
for the ot her two. (Arif Ze ka, vic tim’s fa mily mem ber, 
Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, 
Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 5th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to or ga ni ze con sul ta ti ons with vic tims’ 
fa mi li es in or der to re ce i ve in for ma tion abo ut the ir 
ne eds. 

It is very im por tant to or ga ni ze con sul ta ti ons with vic-
tims’ fa mi li es in or der to find out what the ir real ne eds 
are, what they are thin king, and to know how to or ga-
ni ze our work. (Na zim Bah ti ri, Youth Step, Ko so vo, 
Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, Mi tro vi-
ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 5th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to cre a te a re gi o nal fund for com-
pen sa tion of vic tims and the ir fa mi li es.

It is not pos si ble for a co un try to de ve lop in a si tu a tion 
whe re in the af ter math of war the re are so many rich 
pe o ple on one hand and on the ot her so many vic tims’ 
fa mi li es who can not ma ke ends me et. That is not 
good for young pe o ple to li ve in a so ci ety whe re war 
cri mes had re sul ted in nu me ro us fa mi li es not be ing 
able to li ve nor mally. That is why it is very im por tant 
to pres su re the go vern ment and im po se this as a high 
pri o rity. In the me an ti me, we need to fi gu re out who 
can help cre a te a re gi o nal fund which wo uld be able to 
esta blish le vels, ca te go ri es of vic tims, so to spe ak, and 
to ma ke a just al lo ca tion of ava i la ble com pen sa tion 
funds. (Na ta ša Kan dić, Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter, 
Ser bia, Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, 
Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 5th 2009.)

For the fa mi li es of the mis sing it is not im por tant 
whet her Ser bia re cog ni zes Ko so vo’s in de pen den-
ce – it is ob vi o us that at the ti me of the ir di sap-
pe a ran ce Ko so vo was un der Ser bia’s con trol – the 
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most im por tant is sue is to sol ve the is sue of the 
mis sing. 

It do es not re ally mat ter to vic tims’ fa mily mem-
bers if Ser bia re cog ni zes Ko so vo’s in de pen den ce. 
Let’s work to get her, let’s sol ve the is sue of the mis-
sing to get her (...). We know it now just as we knew 
it be fo re who was to bla me. Everything in Ko so vo 
was un der Ser bia’s con trol. (Xha fer Ve li ju, Pen gu 
i Lirisë, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ 
as so ci a ti ons, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep-
tem ber 5th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to cre a te an over vi ew of war cri-
mes for each mu ni ci pa lity in or der to re cord a 
truth ful re cord for fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons.

I ha ve a pro po sal which is mo re for the fa mily mem-
bers, but al so for all ci ti zens of Vu či trn/Vu str ri (...). 
The truth is, we are mis sing a hi sto ri cal over vi ew of 
the facts of the con flict that to ok pla ce in Vu či trn/
Vu str ri. We sho uld ha ve a bo ok pu blis hed for all 
pla ces abo ut the re cent war, de pic ting all the cri mes 
(...) be ca u se in ti me wit nes ses di sap pe ar, they die 
or simply le a ve. My chil dren ex pe ri en ced this war 
but they are not fully awa re of what was go ing on. 
They are te e na gers to day and they don’t ha ve a cle ar 
pic tu re of what hap pe ned and what the ir fa mi li es 
went thro ugh. If I don’t tell them what I sur vi ved, 
they won’t know anything. (Isa La ti fi, As so ci a tion of 
Po li ti cal Pri so ners, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion with 
vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, 
Sep tem ber 5th 2009.)

The re was a mas sac re in Stu di mlje, a pri son ne ar a 
ce me tery. The re was a cri me in Ga li ca, and many 
ot hers that we re un re gi ste red. The re are only sto ri es 
told over a drink (...). The re sho uld be a bo ok which 
will con tain in for ma tion abo ut all the se cri mes we 
are tal king he re abo ut. A writ ten pro of, not just idle 
talk. (Isa La ti fi, As so ci a tion of Po li ti cal Pri so ners, 
Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ as so ci-
a ti ons, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 
5th 2009.)

If cri mes are not re por ted, for exam ple ra pe, we 
can not esta blish the facts or ac hi e ve ju sti ce.

Se xu al abu se – that’s a we ak po int of the en ti re 
so ci ety which is not awa re of the need to re port such 
events. I don’t know of a sin gle vic tim of se xu al abu-
se that re por ted the event or that so me body did it 
on her be half. It is an is sue of men ta lity, but in the 
me an ti me, whi le we strug gle with our cul tu ral is su-

es, ra pe cri mes go un pu nis hed. (La le Gra ba ni ca Ele-
na Gji ka As so ci a tion, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion 
with vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, 
Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 5th 2009.)

In the fu tu re it is ne ces sary to or ga ni ze fi eld 
trips for ele men tary and high school stu dents to 
vi sit lo ca ti ons of lar ger sca le cri mes – that will 
be a good mec ha nism pre ven ting re cur ren ce. 

One day I wo uld li ke to see the mo ment that ele-
men tary and high school stu dents or col le ge stu dents 
vi sit lo ca ti ons whe re cri mes we re com mit ted, from 
Slo ve nia, and everywhe re el se whe re hor ri ble cri-
mes hap pe ned (...) and it will gu a ran tee that things 
li ke that don’t hap pen again. It is very im por tant 
that young ge ne ra ti ons tra vel that road, the road 
of cri mes com mit ted in the re cent war. (Na ta ša 
Kan dić, Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter, Ser bia, Lo cal 
con sul ta tion with vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, Mi tro vi ca/
Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 5th 2009.)

The com mis sion sho uld in ve sti ga te the facts 
abo ut po li ti cal events in Ko so vo or gi ve re com-
men da ti ons to cre a te a se pa ra te body to deal 
with it. 

I think that this com mis sion or so me ot her body 
cre a ted by the com mis sion sho uld deal with (...) iso-
la tion, nu me ro us po li ti cal pri so ners from the pe riod 
pri or to 1998 (...). In for ma tion abo ut that can not be 
fo und in hi sto ri cal ar chi ves or anywhe re el se (...). It 
only exists in the nar ra tion of the pe o ple who ex pe-
ri en ced it and I am su re young pe o ple know not hing 
abo ut it. (Na ta ša Kan dić, Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen-
ter, Ser bia, Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ as so-
ci a ti ons, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 
5th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to in ve sti ga te the ca se of po i so-
ning of high school stu dents in Vu či trn/Vu str ri.

The po i so ning of high school stu dents in Vu či trn/
Vu str ri has ne ver been men ti o ned. Pe o ple had 
con se qu en ces, so me still ha ve pro blems even to day 
and no one has ever do ne any re se arch or col lec ted 
any in for ma tion. (Ble rim Ibra hi mi, vic tim’s fa mily 
mem ber, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ 
as so ci a ti ons, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep-
tem ber 5th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld al so in ve sti ga te fra u du lent 
char ges fa mi li es paid for in for ma tion abo ut 
the ir mis sing fa mily mem bers.
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RE COM co uld ma ke a re com men da tion to form 
anot her com mis sion to in ve sti ga te, for exam ple, 
cla ims that mo ney was ex tor ted from fa mi li es who 
we re trying to get in for ma tion abo ut the ir mis sing 
fa mily mem bers. (Be kim Bla kaj, Hu ma ni ta rian Law 
Cen ter, Lo cal con sul ta tion with vic tims’ as so ci a ti-
ons, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 5th 
2009.)

Con sul ta ti ons with 
the lo cal com mu nity
 
Kru še vac, Ser bia
Sep tem ber 7th 2009

The con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity in 
Kru še vac was or ga ni zed by Wo men’s As so ci a tion 
“Pe šča nik” from Kru še vac (Ser bia) and was at ten-
ded by 47 in di vi du als, a num ber of re pre sen ta-
ti ves of the mu ni ci pal aut ho rity, re pre sen ta ti ves 
from se ve ral ju di cial in sti tu ti ons, aca de mics, and 
re pre sen ta ti ves of scho ols, ve te rans’ or ga ni za ti ons, 
po li ti cal par ti es, and re pre sen ta ti ves of va ri o us 
non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons. Chi ef of Staff of 
the Ra sin Co unty was pre sent, too. Lec tu rers in clu-
ded Ma ja Sto ja no vić (Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man 
Rights) and Dra gan Po po vić (Hu ma ni ta rian Law 
Cen ter). The di scus sion was mo de ra ted by San dra 
Far kaš (As so ci a tion “Pe šča nik”). Re gi o nal RTV sta-
tion “Kru še vac” and we ekly ma ga zi nes “Po be da” 
and “Grad” re por ted on the con sul ta ti ons.

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of the par ti ci pants

The ba sic qu e sti on is how to se cu re the par ti ci-
pa tion of go vern ments in the re gion ha ving in 
mind the ir dif fe ren ces. 

Do you ha ve any idea at all how we can con vin ce all 
the se go vern ments to co o pe ra te on this pro ject sin-
ce they can not agree on any is su es bet we en them-
sel ves and sin ce the re are so many dif fe ren ces wit-
hin each of the se go vern ments. We need to know 
this be ca u se it is a se ri o us mat ter. Can you gi ve 
us any pre dic ti ons abo ut how fast this can mo ve? 
(Mi ško Ra do njić, Euro Con tact, Ser bia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 7th 2009.)

If the ini ti a ti ve to cre a te this com mis sion ob ta-
ins vo cal pu blic sup port from ci ti zens in all 

post-Yugo slav sta tes, the go vern ments will ha ve 
to ac cept it.

If most pe o ple in all of the se sta tes de mon stra te real 
sup port for such a pro ject, and we know that our 
go vern ments will not risk lo sing vo tes over such an 
is sue, it is im por tant that the sup port of the ci vil 
so ci ety is cle ar and loud. I think if that hap pens 
the re is a real op por tu nity to im ple ment this pro-
ject. (Ma ja Sto ja no vić, Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man 
Rights, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 7th 2009.)

Sta tes in the re gion sho uld adopt a jo int po si-
tion on the idea to cre a te RE COM or they 
sho uld man da te the ir re spec ti ve par li a ments, 
go vern ments, or he ads of sta tes to do so.

Each co un try (...) from the ter ri tory of the for mer 
Yugo sla via has its own le gal terms re gu la ting the 
cre a tion of va ri o us or ga ni za ti ons. If the Ser bian 
par li a ment adopts a law, if the Cro a tian go vern-
ment pas ses a by-law, and the pre si dent of Ko so vo 
signs a dec ree, it is not go ing to be good. (Je le na 
Mi lu ti no vić, Pe šča nik, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
7th 2009.) 

I think that RE COM will not ma ke sen se if it is not 
ap pro ved or adop ted at the sa me in sti tu ti o nal le vel, 
i.e. at the le vel of each sta te’s par li a ment. (Mi ško 
Ra do njić, Euro Con tact, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
7th 2009.)

RE COM can start fun cti o ning if man da ted by 
all sta tes in the re gion.

I think it wo uld be very good if the re gi o nal body 
starts wor king in all sta tes at the sa me ti me, when 
all pre re qu i si tes are met. If the body is man da ted by 
Ser bia and Bo snia and Her ze go vi na and not from 
Cro a tia, then it sho uld not start wor king un til that 
man da te is in pla ce. (Sa ša Ra do va no vić, In sti tu te 
for Ser bian Cul tu re, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 7th 
2009.)

Vic tims who de ci de to te stify pu blicly sho uld be 
of fe red pro fes si o nal psycho lo gi cal sup port.

A per son who was a ra pe vic tim 15 years ago and 
who ba rely ma na ged to bury the me mory of that, is 
ex pec ted to go thro ugh the who le or deal again, and 
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I un der stand you will in sist on the true iden tity of 
every per son te stifying. (...) I think, I be li e ve it is good 
for so ci ety as a who le, but that wo uld ne ces si ta te 
of fe ring pro per psycho lo gi cal sup port to help that 
wo men deal with her own past which will imply a 
very se ri o us work on the part of each mem ber of the 
com mis sion. (Ve sna Ve sko vić, pre si dent of the City 
As sembly of the City of Kru še vac, Ser bia, Con sul-
ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 7th 2009.)

Al le ged per pe tra tors who are pro ven in no-
cent in co urt pro ce e dings sho uld be en ti tled to 
fi nan cial com pen sa tion.

What hap pens to a per son who gets iden ti fied by a 
vic tim as a per pe tra tor of her or his hor ri ble or deal 
from the past, and then la ter, in a ju di cial pro cess 
that per son is ac qu it ted or is not pro ces sed at all? 
Who will then in dem nify that al le ged per pe tra-
tor and what hap pens to his or her hu man rights? 
(Ve sna Ve sko vić, pre si dent of the City As sembly 
of the City of Kru še vac, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
7th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld ha ve na ti o nal of fi ces and it sho-
uld be lo ca ted ne ar the vic tims.

As for the ope ra tion of this com mis sion, I think it 
sho uld be de cen tra li zed (...) We’ll ha ve one of fi ce in 
each re gion but I al so think that it sho uld ope ra te 
on a lo cal le vel, to ma ke it easi er to col lect in for ma-
tion abo ut the vic tims; to al low the vic tims to feel 
mo re at ease in an unk nown en vi ron ment; (...) and 
in or der to esta blish the ne eds of a par ti cu lar re gion 
mo re easily. (Jo va na Pa vlo vić, Pe šča nik, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 7th 2009.)

Hi sto ri ans be li e ve that it is still too soon to 
esta blish an ob jec ti ve truth abo ut the war of the 
1990s, but that it is use ful to un der stand the 
per cep tion pe o ple ha ve abo ut the se events.

I be li e ve it is still too early to try to esta blish an 
ob jec ti ve truth abo ut the events of the past, I think 
it is still too soon to talk abo ut it and I al so be li e-
ve that the re are no sci en ti fic met hods to esta blish 
the truth abo ut the events from the 1990s. Mo re 
ti me sho uld pass be fo re we are able to do that. But 
what we can do is we can simply talk abo ut how 
the pe o ple in the war-af fec ted re gi ons per ce i ve 
the se events. (...) Mo dern hi sto ri o graphy tends to 

study the way pe o ple ex pe ri en ced the se events. 
(Jo va na Pa vlo vić, Pe šča nik, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 7th 
2009.)

RE COM sho uld deal with facts and it sho uld not 
try to ma ke hi sto ri cal or po li ti cal jud gments. 

One of the pro blems we are fa cing is the re la ti on ship 
bet we en the facts and the ca u ses. (...) So cial facts are 
much mo re com pli ca ted that exact mat he ma tic-sci-
en ti fic facts which can be easily ex pla i ned. So cial 
facts can not be re du ced to a sin gle ca u se, one phe-
no me non, etc. (...) For that re a son it wo uld re ally be 
risky for this in sti tu tion to start ma king any hi sto-
ri cal or po li ti cal jud gments. (Sa ša Ra do va no vić, 
In sti tu te for Ser bian Cul tu re, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Sep-
tem ber 7th 2009.)

I per so nally be li e ve that RE COM sho uld only deal 
with the facts, that it sho uld not even (...) tac kle the 
is sue of ca u ses, be ca u se that le ads stra ight in to po li-
tics which will de fi ni tely cre a te ad di ti o nal pro blems. 
(Mi ško Ra do njić, Euro Con tact, Ser bia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 7th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld analyse the ro le of po li ti ci ans 
and the me dia in the pre pa ra tion for war.

I think that by the very cre a tion of this com mis sion 
we will fi nally be gin the de a ling with the past pro-
cess in Ser bia (...). In ad di tion to po li ti ci ans, I al so 
bla me the me dia who ha ve been the main ac com pli-
ces, in sti ga tors, or maybe even in spi red so me of the 
cri mes that hap pe ned. (De ja na Jo va no vić, Li be ral 
De moc ra tic Party, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 7th 
2009.)

Par ti ci pants we re di vi ded re gar ding the is sue of 
am nesty: so me we re very much aga inst am nesty 
for per pe tra tors of war cri mes whi le ot hers 
be li e ved that RE COM sho uld be man da ted to 
is sue am nesty re com men da ti ons to the ju di ci-
ary but that it sho uld not be al lo wed to grant 
am nesty.

As for the qu e sti on of am nesty (...) I am strongly 
aga inst it (...). The com mis sion sho uld be able 
to gi ve am nesty re com men da ti ons, at the sa me 
ti me not be ing al lo wed to ma ke de ci si ons (...). 
Now, that brings up the is sue of the com mis sion’s 
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man da te and I think that is a qu e sti on for the 
ju di ci ary (...) and I think that am nesty can even 
be a re com men da tion is a se ri o us le gal is sue, 
maybe even an et hi cal is sue. (Sa ša Ra do va no vić, 
In sti tu te for Ser bian Cul tu re, Ser bia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 7th 2009.)

I agree that am nesty sho uld be a re com men da tion, 
but only when per pe tra tors are ready to co o pe ra-
te (...) and wil ling to help in fin ding out the truth. 
(De ja na Jo va no vić, Li be ral De moc ra tic Party, Ser-
bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še-
vac, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 7th 2009.)

I am de fi ni tely aga inst am nesty be ca u se I be li e ve (...) 
that each per son must be ar the con se qu en ces for the-
ir own acts re gar dless of whet her that per son is co o-
pe ra ting in fin ding mass gra ves lo ca ti ons or shed ding 
light on so me events from the past. Ho we ver, hi story 
te ac hes us that in such ca ses am nesty was al ways 
gran ted. (Jo va na Pa vlo vić, Pe šča nik, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Sep-
tem ber 7th 2009.)

I don’t think we sho uld di scuss the is sue of am nesty 
at all, not as a re com men da tion or anything el se. 
(Mi ško Ra do njić, Euro Con tact, Ser bia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 7th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to se cu re the co o pe ra tion of the 
in ter na ti o nal com mu nity for the cre a tion of 
RE COM.

I think that this body can not be for med wit ho ut the 
sup port of the OSCE (...), wit ho ut the help of the in ter-
na ti o nal com mu nity. (Sa ša Ra do va no vić, In sti tu te for 
Ser bian Cul tu re, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 7th 2009.)

For the cre a tion of RE COM it is ne ces sary to 
ha ve a po wer ful cam pa ign and se cu re a con sen-
sus of po li ti cal par ti es. 

When spe a king abo ut par li a ments, we sho uld ha ve 
an or ga ni zed cam pa ign with the Spe a ker of the 
Par li a ment, he ads of Par li a men tary clubs, and all 
Par li a men tary bo di es in any way re la ted to the pro-
blem we are di scus sing he re (...). We sho uld be able 
to ac hi e ve at le ast so me po li ti cal con sen sus. (De ja na 
Jo va no vić, Li be ral De moc ra tic Party, Ser bia, Con-
sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser-
bia, Sep tem ber 7th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld be cre a ted as a mul ti et hnic 
body. Ci vil so ci ety or ga ni za ti ons sho uld be 
mem bers of RE COM in or der to gu a ran tee the 
ob jec ti vity and im par ti a lity of the com mis sion.

I wo uld de fi ni tely li ke it to be a mul ti et hnic kind of 
body (...) to be able to ob jec ti vely esta blish the truth, 
be ca u se no mat ter how hard we try (...) to esta blish 
the facts, each one of us is a mem ber of one et hnic 
gro up and we all think that we are bet ter than the 
ot hers and that we com mit ted far less gru e so me 
acts than the ot hers. (Je le na Mi lu ti no vić, Pe šča nik, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, 
Ser bia, Sep tem ber 7th 2009.)

Ci vil so ci ety or ga ni za ti ons sho uld by all me ans be 
mem bers of the com mis sion and they sho uld ha ve 
re pre sen ta ti ves at all le vels be ca u se if that can not 
gu a ran tee the full ob jec ti vity of the work of the 
com mis sion (...) it can in a way cre a te con di ti ons 
for the work of the com mis sion to be ob jec ti ve. 
(Sla vi ca Sta noj lo vić, Pe šča nik, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
7th 2009.)

It is im por tant to ha ve an equ al num ber of ma le 
and fe ma le mem bers of RE COM.

To me, as a wo men’s rights ac ti vist, it is al so im por-
tant to ha ve an equ al num ber of ma le and fe ma le 
RE COM mem bers at all le vels, and not only when it 
co mes to ra pe and cri mes we ha ve men ti o ned he re. 
(Sla vi ca Sta noj lo vić, Pe šča nik, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
7th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld de fi ne the con cept of vic tim 
and per pe tra tor.

I think that it is im por tant to synchro ni se so me ot her 
ele ments such as de fi ni ti ons, let’s say, al so to ha ve 
synchro ni sed de fi ni ti ons of vic tims and per pe tra tors, 
and what is con si de red a cri me. (Sla vi ca Sta noj lo vić, 
Pe šča nik, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Kru še vac, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 7th 2009.)

The most im por tant re sult RE COM can pro du ce 
is the cre a tion of do cu men ta tion abo ut the past. 

The big gest suc cess, if this Re gi o nal body is for med, 
wo uld be the exi sten ce of a cen tral do cu men ta tion 
fund (...). This who le ini ti a ti ve wo uld ac tu ally be a 
re fe ren ce po int (...) and (...) our et hics and va lue 
system will be bu ilt on RE COM do cu men ta tion. 
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Maybe RE COM sho uld ha ve a long-term goal (...) to 
ha ve to le rant pe o ple with an abi lity to think cri ti-
cally, who are able to say ‘what if I was born as a lit tle 
Al ba nian or Cro a tian child, what wo uld I be thin-
king’? (Bra ni mir Šo škić, Kru še vac Gram mar School 
te ac her, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 7th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to se cu re the sup port of re li gi o us 
com mu ni ti es be ca u se the ir hu ge in flu en ce in 
the com mu nity can help ac hi e ve re con ci li a tion 
among dif fe rent et hnic com mu ni ti es.

It wo uld be very im por tant if re li gi o us com mu-
ni ti es, chur ches, gi ve the ir sup port to this pro ject, 
and as of yet, we still ha ven’t re ce i ved any re spon-
se from them, not only re gar ding this pro ject but 
with re spect to the who le idea of re con ci li a tion and 
so me kind of uni fi ca tion of the hu man com mu nity. 
(Mi ško Ra do njić, Euro Con tact, Ser bia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 7th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld pre pa re re com men da ti ons abo-
ut pos si ble edu ca ti o nal pro gram mes for pu blic 
sec tor em ployees.

In our mu ni ci pal and city ad mi ni stra ti ons we ha ve 
pe o ple who are ina de qu a tely tra i ned for the ir jobs. 
We un der stand that many pe o ple we re em ployed 
in tho se in sti tu ti ons be ca u se they be lon ged to the 
go ver ning po li ti cal op tion and I be li e ve that it is 
ne ces sary to start a re form of go vern ment, city, and 
mu ni ci pal ad mi ni stra tion in or der to pro vi de the 
best ser vi ce pos si ble to our ci ti zens. I think that 
RE COM re com men da ti ons can only help ac hi e ve 
that goal as soon as pos si ble. (De ja na Jo va no vić, 
Li be ral De moc ra tic Party, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Sep-
tem ber 7th 2009.)

Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with young pe o ple

Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na
Sep tem ber 19th 2009

Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple was or ga-
ni zed by the Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights in 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na. Forty 40 pe o ple, mostly 
non-go vern men tal hu man rights or ga ni za ti ons 
ac ti vists, as well as a mem ber of Na ša Stran ka po li-

ti cal party, par ti ci pa ted in the con sul ta tion as eit-
her par ti ci pants or ob ser vers. The pa nel lists we re 
Ma rio Ma žić (Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights 
in Cro a tia) and Ma ri ja na To ma (Im pu nity Watch, 
Ser bia). Alek san dra Le tić (Hel sin ki Com mit tee for 
Hu man Rights in Re pu bli ka Srp ska, BiH) mo de ra-
ted the di scus sion.

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of the par ti ci pants

Young pe o ple are not re spon si ble for cri mes 
com mit ted in the re cent wars but they need to 
un der stand the past, to deal with it in or der to 
be able to ta ke re spon si bi lity for the fu tu re.

Young pe o ple (...) can not be re spon si ble for so met-
hing the ir pa rents did (...) du ring the war. But (...) 
the young ge ne ra tion do es be ar the bur den of the 
war events and it is re ally our goal to gi ve them an 
op por tu nity (...) thro ugh the con sul ta tion pro cess 
and thro ugh the de a ling with the past pro cess (...) to 
un der stand our past (...) thus ta king re spon si bi lity 
for the fu tu re, (...) so that they wo uld do everything 
to ma ke su re such hor ri ble cri mes ne ver hap pen 
again. (Al ma Ma šić, Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man 
Rights in BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young 
pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld re com mend ap pro pri a te pro-
gram mes of re pa ra tion for vic tims and so ci ety 
as a who le which wo uld help pe o ple deal with 
the cri mes that to ok pla ce.

That body (...) af ter pu blis hing its re port ma kes (...) 
re com men da ti ons which sho uld be im ple men ted by 
the sta tes (...).Re com men da ti ons most usu ally re la te 
to re pa ra tion pro gram mes for vic tims. But I wo uld 
say that they co uld al so be (...) re pa ra tion pro gram-
mes for so ci ety in its en ti rety. So, the body ma kes 
re com men da ti ons for so ci ety to go thro ugh the tran-
si tion pro cess as easily as pos si ble, to be able to deal 
with the events of the past (...) in the most ef fi ci ent 
way in or der to be able to bu ild a he alt hi er fu tu re. 
(Ma rio Ma žić, Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights in 
Cro a tia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, 
Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld be in de pen dent of po li ti cal 
in flu en ces and be po wer ful eno ugh to is sue a 
man da tory sub po e na for wit nes ses to te stify, 
re gar dless of what sta te they li ve in.

We can form a com mis sion he re now and then in vi-
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te a wit ness to te stify and he re pli es ‘I don’t want 
to’ (...). It is re ally ne ces sary that the com mis sion is 
in de pen dent (...) from all pos si ble po li ti cal in flu en-
ces, and on the ot her hand, it is ne ces sary that the 
com mis sion has at its dis po sal in stru ments to ma ke 
wit nes ses comply with in vi ta ti ons to ap pe ar. When 
the com mis sion de ems it ne ces sary that a per son 
sho uld te stify, the com mis sion can auto ma ti cally 
is sue a war rant for that per son to be bro ught be fo re 
the com mis sion to te stify, and that war rant can not 
be bloc ked by anot her aut ho rity wit hin that sta te. 
(Đor đe Ra da no vić, Cen ter for Youth Af fir ma tion, 
Še ko vi ći, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young 
pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

It is hard to con nect the Ko so vo con flict with 
the con flicts that hap pe ned in the pe riod 1991-
1995 and ex pect RE COM to co me up with uni-
fied con clu si ons.

We can not say that all that is com ple tely con nec ted 
and be ex pec ted to ma ke uni fied con clu si ons. How 
are we go ing to ma ke uni fied con clu si ons for three 
dif fe rent con flicts that hap pe ned in de pen dently 
from each ot her, alt ho ugh in a way con nec ted? (...) 
That cre a tes a pro blem for a re gi o nal com mis sion, 
to com bi ne the events from the pe riod 1991-1995 
with the Ko so vo con flict. (Ha ris Ća mil Be šla gić, 
Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights in BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep-
tem ber 19th 2009.)

The re is a lot of fe ar and mi sun der stan ding in 
lo cal com mu ni ti es that can be eli mi na ted by 
con stantly pro vi ding in for ma tion and in clu ding 
young pe o ple in the Co a li tion for RE COM.

Young pe o ple sho uld ac ti vely par ti ci pa te in a co a-
li tion li ke this which can be ac hi e ved by pro vi ding 
pro per in for ma tion to young pe o ple. One of the ways 
to in form them is to sha re with our lo cal com mu ni-
ti es wha te ver in for ma tion we ob ta i ned he re to day 
and it will find its way of spre a ding among the young 
pe o ple. (Dra žen Bo ško vić, Youth Fo rum, Tre bi nje, 
BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, 
Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

The re will be a lot of dif fi cul ti es (...) espe ci ally in 
smal ler com mu ni ti es. Tre bi nje is such a com mu nity. 
We or ga ni zed a lo cal com mis sion. Ho we ver, so me 
pe o ple who we re not pro perly in for med at ten ded the 
me e ting (...) and said they wo uld ne ver co me again 
to at tend such con sul ta ti ons, that so me body wo uld 
kill them af ter that or so met hing li ke that. I think 

that most pe o ple in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na will 
be ha ve li ke that and most pe o ple think li ke that. 
And that sho uld be our main task, to try to chan ge 
the way they think and that can only be ac hi e ved by 
a con stant flow of in for ma tion abo ut what RE COM 
re pre sents. (Dra žen Bo ško vić, Youth Fo rum, Tre bi-
nje, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, 
Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

RE COM must be pre sent and sup por ted in lo cal 
com mu ni ti es.

If RE COM in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na is part of a 
re gi o nal con cept, it must be, first of all strong on its 
own ter ri tory and the fu tu re mem bers of RE COM 
must be trust worthy per sons who know who they 
re pre sent (...) and who will be ne fit from the ir de ci-
si ons. So, I advo ca te the idea that mo re is do ne on a 
lo cal le vel. (Dra žen Bo ško vić, Youth Fo rum, Tre bi-
nje, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, 
Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

The de ba te abo ut RE COM sho uld be con duc ted 
in an everyday lan gu a ge, su i ta ble to dif fe rent 
ages and pe o ple who ta ke part in them.

I com ple tely un der stand the re ac tion of young pe o-
ple when we talk abo ut re pa ra ti ons, tran si ti o nal 
ju sti ce, etc. The se words sca re pe o ple off (...). I think 
we sho uld (...) use a mo re un der stan da ble lan gu a ge 
in stead of gi ving them lec tu res abo ut what va ri o-
us things. No body li kes that. I don’t li ke that. Use 
a sim ple lan gu a ge for tran si ti o nal ju sti ce (...) to be 
able to un der stand the con text of the se con sul ta ti-
ons and what is ex pec ted of them (...). So, it wo uld be 
good (...) to adjust the lan gu a ge used in con sul ta ti-
ons to the age and ca te gory of the pe o ple we ad dress 
du ring the se con sul ta ti ons. (Ja smin ka-Dri no Kri lić, 
Gor nji Va kuf/Us ko plje Youth Cen ter, BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep-
tem ber 19th 2009.)

The se pe o ple are vic tims of tor tu re and war and 
everything el se and they will not un der stand this 
lan gu a ge we use he re, so that it sho uld be adju sted. 
Espe ci ally be ca u se of a lar ge num ber of po orly edu-
ca ted pe o ple in the se com mu ni ti es. (Ni na Zu pan, 
Re volt Youth Mo ve ment, Tu zla, BiH, Na ti o nal con-
sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep-
tem ber 19th 2009.)

It is not cle ar eno ugh what the stra tegy of the 
Co a li tion for RE COM is and what is ex pec ted 
from par ti ci pants of con sul ta ti ons. 
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What am I, as a young per son, ex pec ted to do in this 
con sul ta tion pro cess? (...). Whe re is this co a li tion 
go ing? What is its stra tegy? (...) What is the po int 
of the se con sul ta ti ons? When you re ce i ve (...) so me 
prin ted ma te rial at the be gin ning of the con sul ta ti-
ons you don’t know what to do with it. What is the 
stra tegy? (...) Do es this co a li tion ha ve a vi sion? That 
is very im por tant to me. (Ja smin ka-Dri no Kri lić, 
Gor nji Va kuf/Us ko plje Youth Cen ter, BiH, Na ti o-
nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

It is im por tant that the de ba te is con duc ted in 
lo cal com mu ni ti es.

It is very im por tant to ha ve con sul ta ti ons li ke the-
se in lo cal com mu ni ti es be ca u se this is the right 
way for all of us, both young and old, to say what 
we think abo ut the se things. (Sve tla na Vu ko vić, 
Lu na Wo men’s As so ci a tion, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 19th 
2009.)

The Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM will be sup por ted by 
young pe o ple if pre sen ted as a chal len ge.

I sug gest to the or ga ni zers of this pro cess (...). It’s 
not that the young pe o ple are not in te re sted, they 
are lo o king for chal len ges. If they are not of fe red a 
pro per chal len ge they will cre a te a wrong one. (...) 
in eastern Bo snia (...) the ir minds are for med in a 
(...) uni-na ti o nal, fa mily fra me (...). I wor ked with 
the chil dren who go to the sa me school, sa me gra de, 
dif fe rent clas sro om, and they don’t know each ot her. 
A Mu slim and a Serb, they don’t know each ot her. 
They don’t say hi to each ot her (...). We will col lect 
mo re than a mil lion ad mis sion sig na tu res and sup-
por ters if we ex pla in tho ro ughly what and why is 
be ing do ne. (Sa lih Ra sa vac, Cor ri dor, BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

The kind of me mo ri als to vic tims and per pe tra-
tors be ing bu ilt in BiH ma ke a de e per di vi sion 
bet we en the na ti ons.

I know that when I go to (...) eastern Bo snia (...) this 
is whe re (...) they did it, the list of what was do ne and 
the list of who did it. I agree that a me mo rial sho uld 
be ra i sed. A me mo rial is a me mo rial and it sho uld 
be cle ar why it was bu ilt and how we sho uld tre at 
it. Ho we ver, the way we do it now (...), we just ma ke 
the al ready exi sting di vi sion de e per. (Sa lih Ra sa vac, 
Cor ri dor, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young 

pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

RE COM has mo re re spect for vic tims than for 
cri mi nal pro se cu tion. 

I spent a month in tra i ning at the ICTY and I mo ni-
to red the work of the Tri bu nal, be ing spe ci fi cally 
fo cu sed on vic tim-wit ness in the pro cess (...). That 
pro cess is void of any dig nity (...). This is de fi ni tely 
so met hing el se. It has a mo re hu man di men sion (...). 
It fights for the rights of the vic tim whi le on the ot her 
hand it is be ing pre ven ti ve, at le ast for fu tu re events. 
(Sa lih Ra sa vac, Cor ri dor, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 
19th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld not analyse events from the far 
past.

It wo uld be wrong to go in to the very dis tant past, 
in to the 1800s and so on. That wo uld mean re la ti vi-
za tion of re spon si bi lity (...) for what (...) hap pe ned a 
few years ago in this re gion. For me, that is unac cep-
ta ble and I wo uld li ke to sug gest (...) not to go so de ep 
in to the past, or we will go as far as the Illyri ans (...) 
wit ho ut (...) esta blis hing the re spon si bi lity of tho se 
who com mit ted such gru e so me acts in our co un try. 
(Sa lih Ra sa vac, Cor ri dor, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 
19th 2009.)
 
One of the pro blems re la ted to ha ving the Par-
li a ment of BiH adopt the de ci sion to cre a te 
RE COM can be its prac ti ce of drag ging things 
li ke that out for years.

It ta kes us ten years to adopt one law in our Par li-
a ment. At the end, it gets re jec ted be ca u se the re is 
one sen ten ce in it that’s not qu i te to our li king (...). 
On the ot her hand, if we don’t fi nish it du ring the 
fo ur-year man da te of one po li ti cal ad mi ni stra tion, 
everything fa ils be ca u se so me body el se must deal 
with the sa me is sue all over again. (Iva na Gra bo vac, 
Ci ti zens of Tu zla Bu re au, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 
19th 2009.)

One of the pro blems in the cre a tion of RE COM 
can be the fact that so me sta tes in the re gion do 
not re cog ni ze Ko so vo and that so me, li ke Slo ve-
nia, are mem bers of the Euro pean Union.

RE COM as a (...) re gi o nal com mis sion which sho uld 
be esta blis hed by an in ter na ti o nal agre e ment, (...) 
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how can we over co me the fact that Slo ve nia al ready 
is, (and Cro a tia will soon be), a mem ber of the Euro-
pean Union and the pro blem that Ko so vo is not 
in ter na ti o nally re cog ni zed and that is whe re hu man 
rights abu ses sho uld be in ve sti ga ted? (Da mir Sal kić, 
Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights in Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na, Sa ra je vo of fi ce, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul-
ta tion with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 
19th 2009.)

Vic tims in BiH are not open for di scus sion and 
they don’t trust per sons from ot her et hnic com-
mu ni ti es.

I ha ve been wor king for a year and a half with vic-
tims of tor tu re and I ha ve vi si ted many re fu gee set-
tle ments and al so many pla ces whe re pe o ple ha ve 
re tur ned ho me (...). Pe o ple are truly scep ti cal abo ut 
the se things (...). They are dif fi cult to ap pro ach. They 
don’t want to talk abo ut what hap pe ned to them 
(...). My na me is Ni na and when I co me to a pla-
ce po pu la ted by Mu slims, they put a wall bet we en 
them and myself just be ca u se my na me is Ni na and 
my last na me Zu pan, (...) and I ha ve to ex pla in for 
half an ho ur who I am and what I am do ing to be 
al lo wed to ask them so me per so nal qu e sti ons. (Ni na 
Zu pan, Re volt Youth Mo ve ment, Tu zla, BiH, Na ti o-
nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

Vic tims who re tur ned ho me and li ve in mi xed 
so ci e ti es need spe ci fic psycho lo gi cal sup port 
and help.

They say (...) the co urts are do ing it, dif fe rent com-
mis si ons are do ing it, but the se pe o ple con ti nue to 
ca rry the ir tra u ma (...). They, the vic tims, de fi ni tely 
need to be wor ked with. For exam ple, all the se pe o-
ple ha ve chil dren who ha ve pro blems in school (...). 
The se are now mi xed com mu ni ti es, vil la ges and the 
chil dren at tend se pa ra te scho ols or go to the sa me 
scho ols and en co un ter a lot of dif fe rent pro blems. 
(Ni na Zu pan, Re volt Youth Mo ve ment, Tu zla, BiH, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, 
BiH, Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to start lobbying and asking the 
go vern ment and po li ti cal par ti es for sup port.

Is so me body re ally ac ti vely lobbying the par li a-
ments at the mo ment? I think that pro cess is very 
im por tant (...) for la ter when it co mes to adop ting 
all the se stra te gi es and fi nally RE COM. (Dra žen 
Bo ško vić, Youth Fo rum, Tre bi nje, BiH, Na ti o nal 

con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep-
tem ber 19th 2009.)

I think we ha ve to ask the go vern ment for as broad 
a sup port as pos si ble be ca u se wit ho ut them this will 
not be pos si ble. (Ni na Zu pan, Re volt Youth Mo ve-
ment, Tu zla, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young 
pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

Youth net works sho uld help in col lec ting one 
mil lion sig na tu res.

I think that if you ha ven’t star ted (...) it yet, you sho-
uld start cre a ting a net work of youth or ga ni za ti ons 
as soon as pos si ble (...) be ca u se they me et we ekly, at 
le ast ours do es, and they can con vey all of this to the-
ir mem bers and get fe ed back in the ne ar fu tu re abo ut 
the num ber of mem bers, the ir na mes and who co uld 
work what, so that you can be pre pa red for col lec ting 
sig na tu res. (Dra žen Bo ško vić, Youth Fo rum, Tre bi-
nje, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, 
Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

Con sul ta ti ons are good but a me dia cam pa-
ign sho uld start as soon as pos si ble in or der to 
se cu re as broad sup port as pos si ble. 

As much as I find the se con sul ta ti ons ‘cool’ be ca-
u se we get to get her, we me et pe o ple from all over 
the re gion, we talk... I think RE COM sho uld start a 
me dia cam pa ign very qu ickly to get thro ugh to the 
wi der pu blic be ca u se (...) RE COM can not ac hi e ve 
its goal wit ho ut the sup port of the pe o ple. (Da mir 
De ja no vić, Re volt Youth Mo ve ment, Tu zla, BiH, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, 
BiH, Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to do u ble check wit ness sta te ments.

I wo uld li ke to know who will be wor king with vic-
tims in lo cal com mu ni ti es. Who will be ta king the 
sta te ments and syste mi se them. Will it be part ner 
or ga ni za ti ons, RE COM re pre sen ta ti ves or so me-
body el se? (...) In that con text I want to bring your 
at ten tion to the need to do u ble check the sto ri es told 
by vic tims be ca u se we are in cli ned to ma king up 
sto ri es (...). We ha ve to ma ke su re the se sto ri es are 
true. (Al mir Sa li ho vić, As so ci a tion of Stu dents from 
Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young 
pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

The RE COM Ini ti a ti ve and RE COM it self are a 
way to pre vent con flicts li ke the se hap pe ning in 
the fu tu re.
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Whi le I was on my way he re I had no idea that we 
wo uld be di scus sing so met hing li ke this. But now I 
un der stand that it is ac tu ally a new ini ti a ti ve in the 
Bal kans which may be pre ven ti ve. And that’s what 
mat ters most. (Đor đe Ra da no vić, Cen ter for Youth 
Af fir ma tion, Še ko vi ći, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 19th 
2009.)

RE COM sho uld ha ve of fi ces in lo cal com mu-
ni ti es, espe ci ally tho se whe re et hnic gro ups 
are se gre ga ted from each ot her as well as the 
com mu ni ti es whe re the re is still a lot of con-
flict-re la ted ten sion. Kno wing the facts in di vi-
ded com mu ni ti es can ser ve as an exam ple to 
go vern ments how to sol ve con flict.

I co me from a na ti o nally di vi ded com mu nity and 
I at tend a school known as two scho ols un der one 
ro of. That is why I sup port the lo cal con cept, a lo cal 
RE COM. That is a su per idea be ca u se (...) if we can 
sol ve [di vi si on] at the lo cal le vel, it will be easily 
spread to a sta te le vel. (Av do Zec, Gor nji Va kuf/
Us ko plje Youth Cen ter, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Sep tem ber 19th 
2009.)

2010 is elec tion year in BiH and the elec tion 
cam pa ign can po ten ti ally da ma ge the ini ti a ti ve 
and the cre a tion of RE COM.

We tal ked abo ut po ten tial pro blems and tho se 
most li kely to hap pen in the co ur se of the cre a tion 
of RE COM (...). I don’t know if you re a li ze that (...) 
2010 is elec tion year in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na 
and that that it is go ing to be a tur bu lent year. That 
may cre a te pro blems for our ca u se. (Ni had Ga ni ja, 
Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights in BiH, Na ti o-
nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
Sep tem ber 19th 2009.)

Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM

Pa krac, Cro a tia 
Sep tem ber 22nd 2009

The con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity in 
Pa krac was or ga ni zed by the Ci vil So ci ety Sup port 
and De ve lop ment Cen ter “Del fin” (Cro a tia) and 
Do cu men ta (Cro a tia). The gat he ring was at ten-

ded by 63 par ti ci pants, ma inly mem bers of hu man 
rights or ga ni za ti ons, as so ci a ti ons and or ga ni za-
ti ons of vic tims’ fa mi li es, as so ci a ti ons of mi no-
rity com mu ni ti es, ve te rans as so ci a ti ons, as well as 
re pre sen ta ti ves of the lo cal self-go vern ment and 
the re pre sen ta ti ves of the towns of Pa krac and 
Li pik. Spe a kers we re Su za na Ku nac (B.a.b.e., Cro-
a tia), Dra gan Po po vić (Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter), 
and Go ran Bo ži če vić (Mi ra mi da Cen ter, Cro a tia). 
Pa krač ki List and Ra dio Da ru var re por ted from 
the gat he ring whi le Mir ja na Bi lo pa vlo vić (“Del fin”, 
Cro a tia), Ve sna Ter še lič (Do cu men ta Cro a tia) and 
Dra gan Po po vić (Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter) ga ve 
in ter vi ews to the Da ru var cor re spon dent of the 
Cro a tian TV (HRT). Pro fes sor Dr. Si ni ša Ta ta lo vić 
sent a let ter of sup port on be half of the Of fi ce of 
the Pre si dent of Cro a tia and on the be half of the 
Go vern ment of Cro a tia a te le gram was sent by Dr. 
Slo bo dan Uze lac, Vi ce-Pri me Mi ni ster of the Cro a-
tian Go vern ment. 

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons

The Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM is a wel co me sup port 
to the pro cess of esta blis hing the truth abo ut 
per pe tra tors of war cri mes and the ir vic tims, 
which will ha ve a po si ti ve im pact on re la ti ons 
bet we en the na ti ons and sta tes in the re gion. 

The work of va ri o us as so ci a ti ons and non-go vern-
men tal or ga ni za ti ons par ti ci pa ting in the se con-
sul ta ti ons so far in Cro a tia and ot her war-torn 
re pu blics of the for mer Yugo sla via has sig ni fi cantly 
hel ped speed up the pro cess of esta blis hing the facts 
abo ut war cri mes and hu man rights vi o la ti ons com-
mit ted du ring the war. This ini ti a ti ve is a wel co me 
sup port to furt her in ten sify and fully im ple ment 
that pro cess in or der to esta blish the truth abo-
ut war cri mes per pe tra tors and the ir vic tims in a 
com pre hen si ve and truth ful way, which will beyond 
any do ubt con tri bu te to the cre a tion of bet ter re la-
ti ons bet we en the na ti ons and the sta tes which 
we re en gul fed in the con flict. (Pro fes sor Dr. Si ni ša 
Ta ta lo vić in his let ter of sup port, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

Everybody has the ir own truth but they will 
al so ha ve to lo ok at ot her pe o ple’s truth. That is 
the na tu ral re sult of the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM. 

We are awa re that the pe o ple li ving in this re gion 
ha ve mo re than one truth. I sup port this Ini ti a ti ve 
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for RE COM be ca u se all of us who ha ve our own 
truth will ha ve to lo ok at the truth of ot her pe o ple 
(...). Everybody wants to know the truth abo ut the ir 
own son (...). It is pra i se worthy that the Cro a tian 
sol di ers pro tec ted the ci vi li ans, but no one is tal king 
abo ut the ci vi li ans in Kli sa who we re not pro tec ted 
(...). The truth must be known. But first (...) we sho-
uld each one of us lo ok at the truth of ot hers. Hi story 
will be ba sed on the se truths. (Mi la din Ja ko vlje vić, 
from Pa krac, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pa krac, 
Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

For me, per so nally, it is very im por tant that in Cro-
a tia we open a di a lo gue bet we en pe o ple who ha ven’t 
tal ked too much un til now (...) it is im por tant that 
we ha ve the need to talk to each ot her and that it 
can be do ne. (Go ran Bo ži če vić, Mi ra mi da Cen ter, 
Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem-
ber 22nd 2009.)

We must be gin by ad dres sing who star ted the 
war and when, re gar dless of con flic ting opi ni-
ons abo ut the ca u ses of the war. 

I re ally think that we need to ha ve a sen ten ce sta ting 
who star ted the war and when. I think that wit ho-
ut it, wit ho ut ex pla i ning why the ar mo u red ve hic le 
en te red Pa krac and why a ne ig hbo ur (...) to ok a ri fle 
on March 1st and at tac ked the po li ce sta tion (...). In 
Cro a tian Pa krac we will not be able to say “that’s it 
and we are now ready to mo ve on” ... I am a Cat ho lic 
and I am ready to for gi ve if a hand is of fe red to me 
(...) and I don’t li ke it when pe o ple say that Bel gra de 
star ted it. We can say wha te ver we want if the re are 
facts be hind it con fir ming what exactly hap pe ned. 
(Du brav ka Špan čić from Pa krac, Cro a tia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

I think we need to in clu de the ca u ses of the war in 
any ca se, be ca u se to day we are tal king ex clu si vely 
abo ut the con se qu en ces which we ha ve be ca u se of 
so me ca u ses. (...) Alt ho ugh I am su re we ha ve dif fe-
rent opi ni ons abo ut the ca u ses of this war. (Bran ko 
Ko va čić, the Co un cil of the Ser bian Na ti o nal Mi no-
rity of the town of Da ru var, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

We sho uld na me war cri mes per pe tra tors and 
tho se who or de red them to com mit cri mes 
in stead of bla ming en ti re na ti ons for the ir acts.

When we talk abo ut a cri me, then, if you ask me, 
we sho uld al ways use first and last na me of per sons 
re spon si ble for that cri me and tho se who in struc ted 
them to act in such a man ner. (Ja ro slav Vo zab, the 
Co un cil of the Czech Na ti o nal Mi no rity of the Po že-
ga-Sla vo ni ja Co unty, town of Li pik, Cro a tia, Con sul-
ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

I was held a pri so ner in the de ten tion camp in Bu či-
je, but be fo re the camp in Bu či je, the re was a de ten-
tion camp in Gr đe vi ca (...). I was held the re as a Serb 
be ca u se I re fu sed to be draf ted (...) and it hurts me as 
a per son, whe re ver I go they say “you Serbs did that” 
and I tell them: “Well, I didn’t”. The re are so many 
pe o ple in my vil la ge, a hun dred ho u ses, and I can not 
gu a ran tee it with my li fe that they are in no cent of 
any cri mes (...) but we need to tell the na mes of tho se 
of who are. (Velj ko Man dić, As so ci a tion of An ti-fa-
scist fig hters and An ti-fa scists, Cro a tia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

RE COM will in ve sti ga te cri mes which ha ve not 
been pro ces sed so far.

We ha ve our pe o ple from Pa krac who we re ta ken 
from Ko staj ni ca to Ma nja ča, Bi je lji na, pe o ple from 
Vu ko var im pri so ned in Srem ska Mi tro vi ca, I ne ver 
he ard that any of the pe o ple in vol ved (...) had been 
pro ces sed (...) I know that the com mis sion will 
an swer the se qu e sti ons and that re ally ma kes me 
happy. (Du brav ka Špan čić from Pa krac, Cro a tia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 
22nd 2009.)

We ha ve (...) in the re gion of Da ru var and Pa krac 
and ot her ne ig hbo u ring mu ni ci pa li ti es a lot of mis-
sing ci vi li ans of Ser bian na ti o na lity, al so, who went 
mis sing du ring the war and even af ter the war. I 
am su re that the re are pe o ple who know whe re they 
are, who to ok them, and whe re they are and I do 
be li e ve that this com mis sion and this ini ti a ti ve will 
help find the truth abo ut them. (Bran ko Ko va čić, 
the Co un cil of the Ser bian Na ti o nal Mi no rity of 
the town of Da ru var, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

The Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM en co u ra ges gat he-
rings of the ci ti zens of Pa krac of all na ti o na li ti es 
to openly talk abo ut dif fe rent to pics, which can 
help nor ma li ze re la ti ons bet we en them.
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I think that this gat he ring (...) which has bro ught 
to get her in di vi du als of va ri o us ori en ta ti ons (...) 
who we re (...) on op po sing si des du ring the con flict 
(...) gi ves us so me per spec ti ve and a fu tu re for this 
town (...). It en co u ra ges them to work on nor ma li-
zing re la ti ons he re, to in spi re them to start tel ling 
the truth. (Ob rad Iva no vić, Ser bian De moc ra tic 
Fo rum, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pa krac, 
Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to ini ti a te talks in the lo cal com-
mu ni ti es abo ut who star ted the war.

I think that your ini ti a ti ve is very good but we, as the 
ci ti zens of Pa krac, sho uld ha ve such a com mis sion 
he re (...) to con clu de on ce for all who star ted the war. 
(An tun Bru ne ta, the Co un cil of the Ita lian Na ti o-
nal Mi no rity, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

The cre a tion of an of fi cial and ob jec ti ve hi sto ri-
cal re cord of the past as well as the re cog ni tion 
of vic tims is a hu ge task.

The cre a tion of an of fi cial, ob jec ti ve, and ac cu ra te 
re cord of war cri mes and ot her se ri o us vi o la ti ons 
of hu man rights com mit ted in the pe riod sin ce the 
be gin ning of 1991 till the end of 2001, the re cog-
ni tion of vic tims and the ir suf fe ring, as well as the 
pre ven tion of the re pe ti tion of such cri mes, as you 
li sted as RE COM go als, is truly a hu ge task. (Slo bo-
dan Uze lac, Vi ce-Pre si dent of the Go vern ment of 
Cro a tia, let ter of sup port to the Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

How to be se cu re that the par li a ments se lect 
re spon si ble, ex pe ri en ced, and edu ca ted mem-
bers of RE COM wit ho ut a po li ti cal pres su re?

I am a lit tle con fu sed by the fact that the par li a ments 
are go ing to from the se com mis si ons. The de moc racy 
in our co un tri es is still at such a low le vel to be able 
to avoid po li ti cal pres su re and be able to se lect pe o ple 
who ha ve no con nec tion with po li ti cal cir cles. (...) how 
do you think you can avoid po li tics? How do you think 
you can ma ke su re that the par li a ments only cho o se 
pe o ple ac cor ding to the ir pro fes si o nal and et hi cal cre-
den ti als (...)? That is not qu i te cle ar to me. (Du brav ka 
Špan čić from Pa krac, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

RE COM opens a spa ce for war cri mes per pe tra-
tors to be abo lis hed.

You ha ve just ope ned an ideal polygon for the per-
pe tra tors to spe ak, and maybe even be abo lis hed. 
(Du brav ka Špan čić from Pa krac, Cro a tia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

Par ti ci pants from Cro a tia want to know how 
the so ci e ti es in Ser bia, Mon te ne gro, and BiH 
tre at the ir war ve te rans who par ti ci pa ted in the 
war in Cro a tia: are they tre a ted as he ro es?

We ha ve our ju di ci ary and our law on the ho me land 
de fen ders in pla ce ... I don’t know the laws in Ser bia. 
Do es Ser bia con si der the pe o ple who ope ned fi re at 
us to be the ir ve te rans and ho me land de fen ders? 
Do Mon te ne gro and Bo snia ha ve that? Who are the 
de fen ders and he ro es of the co un tri es we are go ing 
to co o pe ra te with in RE COM? (Du brav ka Špan čić 
from Pa krac, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pa krac, 
Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to de fi ne who can be con si de red 
a vic tim. Vic tims are al so chil dren who we re 
de nied a pe a ce ful child hood.

We need to de fi ne a vic tim. You men ti o ned wo men, 
you men ti o ned ra pe, which is by the way not re cog-
ni zed by the Cro a tian ju di ci ary, and which we feel 
very strongly abo ut, vic tims are even my chil dren 
who li ve in a town li ke this, who are de pri ved of all 
the things I was able to enjoy as a child 30 years ago. 
Vic tims are al so wo men who drag ged the ir chil dren 
aro und ot her pe o ple’s ho u ses whi le the ir hus bands 
we re in the mid dle of the war zo ne. (...) we are all 
tra u ma ti zed, all of us... (Du brav ka Špan čić from 
Pa krac, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a-
tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

Vic tims must ne ver be con si de red the sa me as 
the ag gres sor.

Maybe I ha ve strong emo ti o nal ti es, but (...) and 
when I en te red the In ter na ti o nal Re con ci li a tion 
Co un cil and he re in the co unty, I ne ver said that the 
vic tims sho uld be ma de equ al as the ag gres sor. That 
is the first and fo re most thing that must be un der-
stood. (Ja ro slav Vo zab, the Co un cil of the Czech 
Na ti o nal Mi no rity of the Po že ga-Sla vo ni ja Co unty, 
town of Li pik, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
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com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pa krac, 
Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

All sta tes must ac cept ex tra di ti on re qu ests and 
they must all sen ten ce per pe tra tors.

All co un tri es must first of all re cog ni ze one ba sic 
law – the ex tra di ti on law and they must all abi de 
by the ru lings of the In ter na ti o nal Co urt of Ju sti-
ce. Al so, they must all ha ve laws in pla ce al lo wing 
them to pu nish per pe tra tors of war cri mes. (Ja ro slav 
Vo zab, the Co un cil of the Czech Na ti o nal Mi no rity 
of the Po že ga-Sla vo ni ja Co unty, town of Li pik, Cro-
a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 
22nd 2009.)

It is im por tant to ma ke a list of all de ten tion 
camps and pro perly mark them.

I was im pri so ned at the Buč je de ten tion camp but 
be fo re that camp the re was a de ten tion camp in 
Gr đe vi ca (...) and no one knew abo ut it, no body 
from the go vern ment knew abo ut it, only the cri mi-
nals who loc ked us up the re (...). A sec ret de ten tion 
camp that no body ex cept the party mem bers knew 
abo ut. The “gre at Serbs” as I wo uld call them or the 
“non-Serbs” (...) we sho uld mark it pro perly. (Velj ko 
Man dić, As so ci a tion of An ti-fa scist fig hters and 
An ti-fa scists, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pa krac, 
Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

All vic tims must be iden ti fied by na me and all 
cri mes must be li sted and sol ved. The re are still 
many cri mes no body is tal king abo ut.

The re is vil la ge in our neck of the wo ods cal led Gor-
nji Gra ho vlja ni. Twel ve pe o ple went mis sing from 
that vil la ge. No one has ever asked abo ut them, not 
the Serbs and not the Cro ats, and that sho uld de fi-
ni tely be in clu ded in the list of cri mes to be sol ved. 
(Velj ko Man dić, As so ci a tion of An ti-fa scist fig hters 
and An ti-fa scists, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

No go vern ment re pre sen ta ti ve can say that they 
don’t know abo ut the 14 mis sing per sons from the 
vil la ge of Gor nji Gra ho vlja ni. It is not 12, it is 14. 
Ms. Ter še lič, he re is the list. I don’t ha ve all the da ta, 
but I will not al low anyone to tell me that they don’t 
know anything abo ut the pe o ple who stayed be hind 
in the Pa krač ka Po lja na and who are now go ne. 

(Đor đe Gu nje vić, for mer pri so ner of the de ten tion 
camps Buč je and Pa krač ka Po lja na, Cro a tia, Con sul-
ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

RE COM sho uld ma ke a list of vic tims of the 
NA TO bom bard ment.

I am cu ri o us to know whet her RE COM (...) will ma ke 
a list of all vic tims who lost the ir li ves or the ir lo ved 
ones as a re sult of the NA TO bom bing cam pa ign, 
sin ce RE COM is go ing to be ope ra ting on the ter ri-
tory of the en ti re for mer Yugo sla via. (Bran ko Ko va-
čić, the Co un cil of the Ser bian Na ti o nal Mi no rity 
of the town of Da ru var, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

Vic tims, espe ci ally the chil dren of pa rents who 
lost the ir li ves or went mis sing sho uld be en ti-
tled to com pen sa tion. 

Is it pos si ble to pro vi de (...) so me sort of com pen sa-
tion for the vic tims by the go vern ment (...) pre ci sely 
be ca u se we ha ve many chil dren who ha ve lost the ir 
pa rents be ca u se they we re ta ken away and kil led? 
(Ma ri ja Ži lić, So cial Sup port Cen ter of the Town of 
Pa krac, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a-
tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

For the pe o ple thro ug ho ut the re gion it is very 
dif fi cult to deal with the fact that a mem ber 
of the ir own et hnic gro up com mit ted a cri me. 
The re is no po li ti cal will in the re gion to help 
pe o ple deal with the truth.

Each of our re spec ti ve go vern ments has its le gal in stru-
ments and pos si bi li ti es, if they so wish, to help with the 
de a ling with the truth is su es. It is very dif fi cult for the 
pe o ple to ac cept the fact that a mem ber of the ir own 
et hnic com mu nity has com mit ted a cri me and the 
lack of po li ti cal will to help with this is sue is ob vi o us. 
(Đor đe Gu nje vić, for mer pri so ner of the de ten tion 
camps Buč je and Pa krač ka Po lja na, Cro a tia, Con sul-
ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

Par ti ci pants of the con sul ta tion are in fa vo ur of 
esta blis hing the facts abo ut the vic tims, per pe-
tra tors, and tho se who is sued or ders to com mit 
cri mes.

It is ne ces sary to esta blish the facts and fi nally co me 
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up with the na mes of per pe tra tors and tho se who 
or de red them to com mit cri mes (...). We sho uld not 
de lay this be ca u se in re a lity 50% of us who we re 
in the Buč je de ten tion camp are al ready dead (...) 
the re we re pe o ple age 18, 20 to 83 years of age the-
re (...). For that re a son I sa lu te this ini ti a ti ve and 
its in ten tion to esta blish the facts. (Vla di mir So lar, 
for mer pri so ner of the de ten tion camps Buč je and 
Sta ra Gra di ška, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pa krac, 
Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

In sti tu ti ons and go vern ments ha ve the ne ces-
sary in for ma tion abo ut the cri mes. They sho uld 
be de a ling with such is su es and I do not see a 
pla ce for RE COM!

The po li ce ha ve the know led ge abo ut many things 
on both si des. It sho uld be said openly. We ha ve to 
sup port the go vern ments and va ri o us sta te in sti tu-
ti ons in do ing the ir job and I ho nestly be li e ve that 
such gat he rings can not help a who le lot. We can say 
wha te ver we want he re. (Mi lu tin Ci cva ra, for mer 
mem ber of the City Co un cil of the town of Pa krac, 
Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem-
ber 22nd 2009.)

The re are ar chi ved vi deo re cor dings of cri mes 
and RE COM sho uld ha ve ac cess to the se fi les.

The re are many ar chi ved vi deo re cor dings of cri mes 
com mit ted on both si des. This com mis sion sho uld 
pro bably in sist on the se re cor dings. The fact is so me 
vic tims, such as tho se in Ku ku nje vac, we re re cor ded, 
ac cor ding to go vern ment so ur ces on the ot her hand 
(...). The re is al so a re cor ding of the de struc tion of 
a church in Ča glić, in Li pik, and so on. (Ja ro slav 
Vo zab, the Co un cil of the Czech Na ti o nal Mi no rity 
of the Po že ga-Sla vo ni ja Co unty, town of Li pik, Cro-
a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 
22nd 2009.)

Many facts will ne ver be re ve a led but RE COM 
sho uld be able to nar row the spa ce for li es and 
ma ni pu la tion.

The re is a sen ten ce that co mes to my mind, so met-
hing a fri end of mi ne from Nort hern Ire land said 
on ce (...): “Our goal is (...) to nar row the spa ce for 
li es and ma ni pu la ti ons.” And the re are many truths 
(...) that we will ne ver know, but the mo re we clo se 
that spa ce whe re pe o ple can talk abo ut the things 

that hap pe ned to this or that num ber of pe o ple, the 
less op por tu nity the re is for the se things to be he ard. 
(Go ran Bo ži če vić, Mi ra mi da, Cro a tia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

Pu blic he a rings of vic tims are very im por tant.

I he ard so me hor rifying sto ri es he re. So me ti mes I 
he ar them in my of fi ce, too, and the re fo re I think 
that the se pe o ple sho uld te stify (...). A wo man ca me 
to see me (...). I think she had a stro ke or so met hing 
li ke that (...) and she said that both her hus band and 
her son had go ne mis sing du ring the war (...). I think 
that it is very im por tant to he ar the te sti mo ni es li ke 
the ones we he ard to day abo ut the suf fe ring the se 
wo men we re ex po sed to. (Mi ri ca Mi lja nić, Ser bian 
De moc ra tic Fo rum, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 22nd 2009.)

Sta te com mis si ons for for mer in ma tes of de ten-
tion camp and mis sing per sons sho uld sup port 
the cre a tion of RE COM.

The re are al so sta te bo di es in the Re pu blic of Cro a-
tia, such as the com mis sion for for mer in ma tes and 
mis sing per sons, and I am su re ot her sta tes in the 
re gion ha ve them, too. So, they sho uld be able to 
gi ve this com mis sion the kind of sup port it ne eds to 
be able to com pi le a le gally va lid do cu ment. (Mi ri ca 
Mi lja nić, Ser bian De moc ra tic Fo rum, Pa krac, Cro-
a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pa krac, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 
22nd 2009.)

Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
in tel lec tu als

No vi Sad, Ser bia
Sep tem ber 25th 2009

The na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als was 
or ga ni zed by the In de pen dent As so ci a tion of Jo ur-
na lists of Voj vo di na (NDNV, Ser bia). Thirty-fi ve 
in di vi du als, uni ver sity pro fes sors, sci en tists from 
va ri o us in sti tu tes and mu se ums, re pre sen ta ti ves of 
non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons and me dia par ti-
ci pa ted in the con sul ta tion. Spe a kers we re Bog dan 
Iva ni še vić from the In ter na ti o nal Cen ter for Tran-
si ti o nal Ju sti ce (ICTJ) and Dra gan Po po vić from the 
Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter (HLC). 
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Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and re com men-
da ti ons of par ti ci pants

Sta te or gans of the Re pu blic of Ser bia ha ve do ne 
very lit tle to iden tify war cri mes per pe tra tors 
from the po li ce and mi li tary and to esta blish the 
ro le of church, scho ols, aca de mic, and sci en ti fic 
in sti tu ti ons.

We ha ve sta te or gans that we re for ced, first of all 
thanks to the ac ti ons of the Hu ma ni ta rian Law 
Cen ter and the me dia, to do so met hing, but they 
ha ve do ne very lit tle to iden tify cri mes com mit ted 
by mem bers of the po li ce or the mi li tary, or to di sco-
ver cri mes ori gi na ting from church, in re ve a ling the 
ro le of scho ols (...) and the hig hest co un try’s aca de-
mic and sci en ti fic in sti tu ti ons. (Slo bo dan Be ljan ski, 
lawyer, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
25th 2009.)

Ser bia’s Ort ho dox Church (SPC) will not al low 
ac cess to its do cu ments nor will it sup port the 
cre a tion of RE COM.

A re pre sen ta ti ve of the church sho uld be a mem ber 
of RE COM or its bo di es, or mo re pre ci sely from dif-
fe rent chur ches (...). It has ac qu i red a cer tain aut ho-
rity all over the world (...) but in our com mu nity it 
is go ing to be very dif fi cult (...) or al most im pos si ble, 
(...). Will the SPC and ot her chur ches al low ac cess to 
its do cu ments? (...) I can hardly ima gi ne that hap-
pe ning. (...) And thirdly, Fi la ret, the cur rent bis hop 
of Mi le še vo, with we a pons in his hand, sit ting on a 
tank; the do cu ments are he re, but the church did not 
pro cess that ca se even tho ugh, ac cor ding to the SPC 
ca no ni cal laws, it was obli ged to in ve sti ga te it and 
de pri ve him of his church rank. (Mir ko Đor đe vić, 
pu blis her, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel-
lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

What church, they are not go ing to talk abo ut 
anything (...) no chan ce Cro a tia, Ser bia, Mon te ne-
gro will be thril led abo ut the cre a tion of RE COM. 
Church will not read any co un ter-me mo ran dums. 
(Mir ko Đor đe vić, pu blis her, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con-
sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep-
tem ber 25th 2009.)

The fact that Ser bia do es not ha ve good re la-
ti ons with its ne ig hbo urs com pli ca tes the 
en ti re pro cess. RE COM can not be cre a ted 
wit ho ut sig ni fi cant sup port of the in ter na ti o-
nal com mu nity.

Co o pe ra tion of Ser bia with its new ne ig hbo urs (...) 
is not good (...). The re is no di a lo gue and the re are 
no no ti ce a ble steps for ward (...). That is one of the 
things to be an ti ci pa ted as a pos si ble ag gra va ting 
cir cum stan ce (...). This kind of ini ti a ti ve can not be 
suc cessful with strong in ter na ti o nal sup port. (Mi lan 
Si mur dić, for mer di plo mat, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Na ti-
o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser-
bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld be gran ted the sta tus of a party 
in war cri me trial pro ce e dings and be aut ho ri-
zed to ini ti a te pro ce e dings.

We now con duct war cri mes tri als gi ven to us (...) for 
so me less sig ni fi cant war cri mes (...). But this com-
mis sion with all the know led ge (...) that it will ac qu-
i re sho uld be in clu ded in war cri mes tri als, or act as 
an in te re sted party in the pro cess (...). Why co uldn’t 
it be le gi ti ma te to ac ti vely ini ti a te le gal pro ce e-
dings and be gi ven the sta tus of a party in the pro-
cess? (Dra ga na Ćo rić, Uni ver sity of No vi Sad, Law 
School, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec-
tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to in ve sti ga te the ro le of the 
me dia be ca u se many of tho se ac cu sed of war 
cri mes cla im that they went to war af ter be ing 
mo ti va ted by me dia re ports of the suf fe ring of 
the Ser bian pe o ple.

“But I he ard it, I saw it in the pa per, then I to ok my 
gun” (...) “and went to that town” (...). The re are qu i-
te a few ca ses right now whe re the ac cu sed simply 
sta ted it as a fact. They cla im they we re mo ti va ted 
by a story they he ard or saw which promp ted the ir 
acts (...). I re mem ber one exam ple in par ti cu lar (...) 
abo ut 43 Ser bian ba bi es be ing kil led by the Cro ats 
in Vu ko var; Re u ters was the first to pu blish it, then 
RTS, and then the Vu ko var daily pa per (...). (Bra-
ni sla va Ko stić, School of Tec hni cal Sci en ce at the 
Uni ver sity of No vi Sad, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
25th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld de ter mi ne the tar get gro ups 
it will ad dress and adjust its ap pro ach ac cor-
dingly: it sho uld be up to the stan dards of the se 
gro ups, to be easily re cog ni za ble by them so 
that they do not per ce i ve them as so met hing 
be ing im po sed upon them. 

It is ne ces sary to de ter mi ne tar get gro ups. For exam-
ple, two gro ups only (...) one gro up be ing vic tims of 
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the se con flicts (...) in which ca se we sho uld adopt a 
psychot he ra pe u tic fun ction, i.e. ena ble the vic tims to 
tell ot hers abo ut the ir suf fe ring in the ir own words 
(...). If the tar get gro up is the so ci ety from which war 
cri mes per pe tra tors ori gi na ted, it is im por tant for 
fu tu re ef fi ci ency of the work of the com mis sion to 
adopt a lan gu a ge re flec ting the va lue system in he-
rent to that gro up. (Pa vle Rak, pu blis her, Slo ve nia, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, 
Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

So me of RE COM mem bers sho uld be re pre sen-
ta ti ves of in sti tu ti ons re spon si ble for the con-
flicts, such as chur ches, na ti o nal sci en ce aca de-
mi es of arts and sci en ce, etc. The se in sti tu ti ons 
do not in cor po ra te in the ir va lue systems any-
thing that di rectly con tra dicts tho se adop ted 
by RE COM [pe a ce ful co-exi sten ce with ot hers, 
re pen tan ce, for gi ve ness] and it wo uld be the ir 
task to in ve sti ga te why the se in sti tu ti ons bro ke 
the ir own va lu es.

I am very in te re sted in so met hing li ke that – to 
in clu de re pre sen ta ti ves of all chur ches or ot her 
in sti tu ti ons which are rat her re spon si ble for the se 
con flicts, such as aca de mi es of arts and sci en ce, (...) 
in the work of the com mis sion. I think we sho uld 
in sist on ha ving so me of the ir mem bers work with 
us and, whi le still no u ris hing the va lu es adop ted by 
the ir in sti tu ti ons, help us ma ke the fi nal pro duct of 
our work ac cep ta ble from the po int of vi ew of many 
dif fe rent gro ups. (Pa vle Rak, pu blis her, Slo ve nia, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, 
Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld col lect da ta and do cu men ta tion 
in stead of in ter pre ting facts.

I ha ve no di lem ma when it co mes to whet her it is 
ne ces sary to cre a te a com mis sion li ke this, but I 
think it sho uld col lect in for ma tion and let so me-
o ne el se in ter pret them. (Pa vel Do mo nji, Hel sin ki 
Com mit tee for Hu man Rights, Ser bia, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

I sug gest we fo cus on the events and do cu ments 
and not put unat ta i na ble go als be fo re our sel ves (...) 
be ca u se we may be easily trap ped. (Haj ri ja Mu jo-
vić-Zor nić, In sti tu te of So cial Sci en ces, Ser bia, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, 
Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

One com mis sion (...) can not be so well staf fed to be 

able to both re se arch and in ter pret the facts (...). 
In ter pre ta tion of the esta blis hed facts simply do es 
not fit this con cept so me how (...). If we want it to 
be a re se arch body, it sho uld not do any in ter pre ta-
tion. (Dra ga na Ćo rić, Uni ver sity of No vi Sad, Law 
School, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec-
tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

Esta blis hing and in ter pre ting facts are two 
in se pa ra ble ac ti vi ti es.

Esta blis hing and in ter pre ting facts (...), re gar dless 
of how we are in the ory (...) in cli ned to ma ke a dis-
tin ction bet we en them (...) we sho uld be ar in mind 
that the two are in se pa ra ble. We can not ex clu de 
in ter pre ta tion of the facts from the work of the com-
mis sion and al low it only to col lect the facts be ca u se 
it has to of fer its va lue jud ge ments and we need to be 
awa re of them. We al so ha ve to be awa re of the fact 
that the re are not only fac tual jud ge ments that can 
be pro ved by facts and evi den ce and in that re gard 
we ha ve to try to pro ve them wit ho ut at tri bu ting 
any va lue ele ments to them. (Ja smin ka Ha san be-
go vić, Law School, Uni ver sity of Bel gra de, Ser bia, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, 
Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

Serbs no lon ger re spond pas si o na tely to sto ri es 
abo ut Ser bian vic tims and it will be dif fi cult to 
evo ke com pas sion for vic tims from ot her et hnic 
com mu ni ti es.

Ide o lo gi es lo se the ir in flu en ce as the ti me pas ses, 
espe ci ally when they be co me pa ra-sta te ide o lo gi-
es and then a cul tu ral phe no me non oc curs – the 
pu blic be co mes mo re or less not in te re sted for its 
con tents (...). When you talk abo ut Ser bian vic tims 
of the re cent con flicts with the ir Ser bian fel low co un-
trymen, they no lon ger re spond with pas sion (...) I 
was even on ce told “that’s bo ring” (...) and that is 
go ing to ma ke any con ver sa tion abo ut ot her et hnic 
gro up’s vic tims har der. (Đo ki ca Jo va no vić, Fa culty 
of Phi lo sophy, Uni ver sity of Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti-
o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser-
bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

For as long as we per ce i ve our vic tims and our 
war cri mi nals in a man ner dif fe rent from the 
way we lo ok at ot her gro up’s vic tims and war 
cri mi nals, RE COM’s ef forts will be fru i tless.

We use dif fe rent stan dards to jud ge cri mi nals in 
our own midst and (...) vic tims from our own et hnic 
gro up and that is pretty much the sa me in all so ci-



Forum za tran zi ci o nu prav du

Coalition for RECOM

3 2

e ti es in the re gion, which is a ma jor ob stac le for this 
com mis sion to ha ve cer tain re sults. (Vla di slav Ra da-
ko vić, po li ti cal analyst, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
25th 2009.)

Not a sin gle of fi cial apo logy ma de so far has 
been sin ce re.

The re ha ve been no sin ce re apo lo gi es. Alt ho ugh our 
pre si dent apo lo gi zed for the se cri mes, they ha ve not 
been felt to be sin ce re. (Vla di slav Ra da ko vić, po li ti-
cal analyst, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel-
lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

The de a ling with the past pro cess has yiel ded 
mo de ra te re sults in most co un tri es. It will not 
be pos si ble in Ser bia, just as it was not pos si ble 
in Spain or Austria. Ger many is the ex cep ti on. 

The de a ling with the past pro cess yiel ded mo de ra te 
re sults in most co un tri es (...) on a so cial le vel (...). 
Ger many is an ex cep ti on and is not a good exam-
ple (...). In Spain af ter the fall of Fran co (...) a so cial 
con sen sus was re ac hed; Fran co was down, de moc-
racy was back, but they de ci ded not to analyse what 
hap pe ned un der his re gi me (...). It is in te re sting to 
know that for as long as Spain used the pe se ta as 
of fi cial cur rency, lots of pe se tas with Fran co’s ima ge 
we re in cir cu la tion (...). Not even to men tion Austria 
(...) with Kurt Wald he im be ing the most ob vi o us 
exam ple (...) be ing pre si dent of Austria (...) and be co-
ming Sec re tary Ge ne ral of the Uni ted Na ti ons af ter 
be ing fo und re spon si ble for com mit ting war cri mes. 
(Slo bo dan Mar ko vić, Fa culty of Po li ti cal Sci en ce, 
Uni ver sity of Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
25th 2009.)

When thin king abo ut the aca de mic le vel, I am an 
op ti mist; I be li e ve (...) that (...) an aca de mic de ba te 
on de a ling with the past is be ing ope ned (...), but wit-
ho ut the par ti ci pa tion of the ma jo rity (...) to do any-
thing sig ni fi cant in Ser bia. That is re ally not pos si ble 
and is exactly the re a son why it was not pos si ble in 
Spain or Austria. (Slo bo dan Mar ko vić, Fa culty of 
Po li ti cal Sci en ce, Uni ver sity of Bel gra de, Ser bia, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, 
Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

All sta tes are in te re sted in hi ding the ir re spon-
si bi lity. They will not al low ac cess to sta te ar chi-
ves and wit ho ut it RE COM will only be able to 
gi ve a ge ne ral as ses sment.

We can form 50 com mis si ons, but if go vern ments in 
the re gion do not gi ve us ac cess to of fi cial do cu ments, 
we will only be able to gi ve a ge ne ral as ses sment 
(...). I’m a mem ber of the com mis sion ta sked with 
de ter mi ning the facts abo ut the exe cu ti on of Ge ne ral 
Dra ža Mi haj lo vić (...) and I can tell you that even 
when the go vern ment is ready to co o pe ra te, and it 
ob vi o usly do es sin ce the com mis sion was for med 
by the go vern ment, I am still not 100% su re that 
the com mis sion was al lo wed ac ces ses to the en ti re 
ar chi ve (...). We are he re di scus sing the events (...) 
that to ok pla ce 65 years ago, whe re (...) the re are no 
po li ti cally re le vant sur vi vors to te stify (...). This ini-
ti a ti ve for RE COM – we are tal king abo ut so met hing 
hap pe ned 10 or 15 years ago and al most all pro ta-
go nists are still ali ve and everyone is in te re sted (...) 
to di sco ver the facts. (Slo bo dan Mar ko vić, Fa culty 
of Po li ti cal Sci en ce, Uni ver sity of Bel gra de, Ser bia, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, 
Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

RE COM can help re new con fi den ce bet we en 
et hnic com mu ni ti es in vol ved in con flict.

The re is anot her way of lo o king at the idea to form 
this com mis sion for esta blis hing the facts abo ut 
the cri mes com mit ted du ring re cent wars (...). If it 
is re ally for med, it can help im pro ve re la ti on ship 
bet we en et hnic com mu ni ti es in vol ved in the con flict 
and help re new con fi den ce bet we en them. (Vla di mir 
Pa vi će vić, Ph can di da te, Fa culty of Po li ti cal Sci en ce, 
Uni ver sity of Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
25th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to start pres su ring po li ti cal eli tes 
in the re gion as soon as pos si ble and aca de mic 
com mu ni ti es in the re gion can help.

We sho uld not wa it un til De cem ber 1st or De cem-
ber 10th 2010 in or der to start exer ting pres su re on 
po li ti cal eli tes (...) and I think that in ad di tion to the 
non-go vern men tal sec tor, aca de mic com mu ni ti es 
sho uld al so con duct con sul ta ti ons and con tact re le-
vant po li ti cal fi gu res in all co un tri es in the re gion 
(...) in or der to se cu re the sup port of spe ci fic po li ti cal 
gro ups and be ready for De cem ber 10th. (Vla di-
mir Pa vi će vić, PhD can di da te, Fa culty of Po li ti cal 
Sci en ce, Uni ver sity of Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

I think that everything that has been do ne so far is 
very suc cessful and that now is the ti me to start con-
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tac ting the go vern ment, the par li a ment, sta te in sti-
tu ti ons (...) and start that kind of lobbying. (Dra ga na 
Ćo rić, Uni ver sity of No vi Sad, Law School, Ser bia, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, 
Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld un der stand that many pe o ple 
con si der the dis in te gra tion of the for mer Yugo-
sla via and the cri mes com mit ted in the af ter-
math, re pre sent the con ti nu a tion of the se cond 
world war.

The se cri mes are in se pa ra ble from tho se com mit-
ted du ring the se cond world war or af ter it (...). The 
ha tred, the de si re for re ven ge, even the be li ef that 
(...) a war cri me can go un pu nis hed, all that is a 
con se qu en ce of that pe riod and tho se cri mes. (Ba lint 
Ištvan, pu blis her, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
25th 2009.)

It do es not mean that this com mis sion sho uld re se-
arch (...) war cri mes com mit ted du ring the se cond 
world war, that’s not what it is man da ted to do. But 
per so nally, as a so ci o lo gist, I still hold va lid ar gu-
ments to cla im that (...) the con flict on the ter ri tory 
of the for mer Yugo sla via is a con ti nu a tion (...) of the 
se cond world war, at le ast, in the con sci o u sness of 
the pe o ple. (La zar Žolt, Fa culty of Phi lo sophy, Uni-
ver sity of No vi Sad, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
25th 2009.)

The goal of RE COM sho uld be the pre ven tion 
of re cur ren ce of such cri mes.

It is cle ar that we will not ha ve every cri me pu nis-
hed. But, mo re im por tantly, we need to ma ke su re 
that they don’t hap pen again, not in 45 and not in 
200 years (...) and that wo uld be our main suc cess. 
I think that in vi ew of that, the Co a li tion sho uld 
ha ve its stra tegy. (Ba lint Ištvan, pu blis her, Ser bia, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, 
Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

Ex pec ta ti ons sho uld be re a li stic, in com pli an ce 
with so cial con di ti ons, and in ter na ti o nal cir-
cum stan ces. 

If one is awa re of the li mi ta ti ons of a so cial ac tion, 
it do es not mean that the ac tion sho uld be drop ped 
– on the con trary, it simply me ans that ex pec ta ti-
ons sho uld be set ac cor dingly, ha ving in mind all 
cir cum stan ces sur ro un ding it and in flu en cing it. 

(Slo bo dan Mar ko vić, Fa culty of Po li ti cal Sci en ce, 
Uni ver sity of Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
25th 2009.)

If the Co a li tion for RE COM can not per su a de 
any high-ran king church of fi ci als, a bis hop or 
a the o logy ex pert, to ta ke part in the pro cess, it 
will pre sent a se ri o us im pe di ment to the en ti re 
pro ject.

If you are not ca pa ble of en ga ging tho se li be ral ele-
ments that exist everywhe re in the so ci ety (...) to 
ta ke part in the work of the Co a li tion, if we can’t 
find a sin gle bis hop or an emi nent the o logy ex pert 
to join us, then it will se ri o usly li mit the sco pe of 
our so cial ac ti vity (...). If you lo ok at the poll re sults 
pu blis hed by Stra te gic Mar ke ting Re se arch Agency, 
you will re a li ze that 5% of ci ti zens strongly sup port 
the work of the non-go vern men tal sec tor. (Slo bo dan 
Mar ko vić, Fa culty of Po li ti cal Sci en ce, Uni ver sity of 
Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel-
lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

It is not a pro blem to col lect one mil lion sig na-
tu res, but that is not eno ugh to chan ge pu blic 
opi nion. The cam pa ign sho uld start as soon as 
pos si ble.

One mil lion sig na tu res may se em a lot, but I think 
that for an idea li ke this it will not be a pro blem to 
col lect them (...). But, I am not su re how im por tant 
that is. That is a mil lion sig na tu res in the en ti re 
re gion and I ha ve no idea if that will be eno ugh to 
in flu en ce a chan ge in pu blic opi nion (...). This cam-
pa ign sho uld start as soon as pos si ble (...) and it 
sho uld be bold, re gar dless of the fact that most pe o-
ple are still not in cli ned to think li ke that. (Ja smin ka 
Ha san be go vić, Law School, Uni ver sity of Bel gra de, 
Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, 
No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to synchro ni ze ac ti vi ti es of all 
tho se ta king part in pre pa ra ti ons for the cre a-
tion of the com mis sion and be awa re of spe ci fic 
cha rac te ri stics of each sta te. 

In or der to be able to ma in tain the re gi o nal con cept, 
it is ne ces sary to synchro ni ze ac ti vi ti es of all tho se 
wor king on pre pa ra ti ons for the cre a tion of the com-
mis sion. So, apply pro per synchro ni za tion of ac ti ons 
and con clu si ons, along with con si de ra tion for par ti-
cu la ri ti es of each of the sta tes to be in clu ded in the 
work of this com mis sion. (Ži vo jin Ta sić, Na ti o nal 
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Mu se um of Le sko vac, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
25th 2009.)

The truth told by vic tims can be used in war 
cri mes tri als and sci en ti fic re se arch and for 
vic tims it has a the ra pe u tic ef fect and it sho uld 
ser ve to cle an se war-torn so ci e ti es from evil.

The truth told by vic tims can be used in co urt pro-
ce e dings and in sci en ti fic re se arch, but most im por-
tantly, it is be ne fi cial for vic tims (...) in terms of 
be ing the ra pe u tic (...). It is true al so that this truth 
(...) can cle an se the war-torn so ci e ti es from evil (...) 
which proc re a ted all this evil that af fec ted ma inly 
tho se who be ca me vic tims. (Ži vo jin Ta sić, Na ti o nal 
Mu se um of Le sko vac, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 
2009.)

RE COM will help ini ti a te in ve sti ga tion of cri-
mes which are still unk nown.

RE COM will not be able to pro cess, but it will be 
able to cre a te an at mosp he re and (...) col lect ar gu-
ments which will ena ble them to re qu i re chan ges 
in war fa re laws in terms of pro ces sing so me things 
which ha ve been out si de our le gal system so far. 
(La zar Žolt, Fa culty of Phi lo sophy, Uni ver sity of 
No vi Sad, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel-
lec tu als, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld al so esta blish the facts abo-
ut the events that to ok pla ce at the ti me of the 
con flict in Slo ve nia and in the For mer Yugo slav 
Re pu blic of Ma ce do nia. 

Sin ce all of it is abo ut the wars that star ted in Slo-
ve nia (...) and the re was al so a war on the ter ri tory 
of Ma ce do nia, I think the se two sta tes sho uld al so be 
in clu ded. In any ca se, the ir pro blems are not as over-
whel ming and it will be easi er to con duct in ve sti ga-
ti ons. We sho uld not le a ve anything un-in ve sti ga ted 
if the re is a sig ni fi cant con nec tion with the events 
in ot her re gi ons. (Pa vle Rak, pu blis her, Slo ve nia, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, 
Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to cla rify the ro le of the in ter na-
ti o nal com mu nity in the con flict.

The in ter na ti o nal com mu nity to ok a very ac ti ve 
part in this war and the re we re vic tims which can 
cre a te bad blood bet we en the pe o ple (...). I think it is 

not en ti rely use less. (Pa vle Rak, pu blis her, Slo ve nia, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als, No vi Sad, 
Ser bia, Sep tem ber 25th 2009.) 

Re gi o nal con sul ta tion 
with jo ur na lists

No vi Sad, Ser bia,
Sep tem ber 26th 2009

The re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists was or ga-
ni zed by the In de pen dent As so ci a tion of Jo ur na lists 
of Voj vo di na (NDNV, Ser bia). Forty-se ven pe o ple, 
fo un ders, di rec tors, edi tors-in-chi ef, edi tors, and 
jo ur na lists from the re gion, par ti ci pa ted in the con-
sul ta tion. Pa nel lists we re Bog dan Iva ni še vić from 
the In ter na ti o nal Cen ter for Tran si ti o nal Ju sti ce 
(ICTJ), Na ta ša Kan dić from the Hu ma ni ta rian Law 
Cen ter (HLC) Ser bia, and Ve sna Ter še lič (Do cu-
men ta, Cro a tia). The di scus sion was mo de ra ted by 
(Din ko Gru ho njić (NDNV, Ser bia), Eugen Ja kov čić 
(Do cu men ta, Cro a tia) and Alek san dar Tri fu no vić 
(Bu ka, BiH). News agency SR NA (BiH), TV B92, 
and Ra dio Pan če vo re por ted on the con sul ta tion. 

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of par ti ci pants

The Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM has ope ned up a spa-
ce for di scus sion abo ut the past in the en ti re 
re gion and cre a ted a co a li tion po wer ful eno ugh 
to re qu est the cre a tion of RE COM.

The re is a pos si bi lity that maybe one of the sta tes 
in vol ved in the pro cess, for exam ple, will say “no, we 
don’t want it”. But the re sult of this re gi o nal de ba te 
is the fact that we ha ve cre a ted a spa ce for a di scus-
sion abo ut the past. No one will ever be able to say 
“no mo re di scus sion abo ut it”. The Co a li tion for 
RE COM is such a po wer ful for ce that it will ne ver 
let any go vern ment be at ease or re fu se any re qu-
ests from the Co a li tion, and that is the cre a tion of 
a re gi o nal com mis sion which wo uld be ta sked with 
esta blis hing the facts abo ut war cri mes. (Na ta ša 
Kan dić, Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter, Ser bia, Re gi o-
nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

Col lec ting one mil lion of sig na tu res for RE COM 
do es not gu a ran tee that the go vern ments of the 
co un tri es in the re gion will ac cept the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM.
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As for this idea, I don’t do ubt the fact that we 
will col lect one mil lion sig na tu res but I think that 
la ter, on ce they are col lec ted, if the go vern ments of 
the co un tri es in the re gion (...) re fu se to ac cept the 
ini ti a ti ve to cre a te RE COM (...) then I’m afraid 
that we will ha ve a hard ti me do ing it. (Lu ka 
Bra i lo, No vi List, Cro a tia, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion 
with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
26th 2009.)

In ad di tion to po li ti cal will, it is ne ces sary to 
se cu re the sup port of ow ners and edi tors-in-
chi ef who can help han dle the ini ti a ti ve pro-
perly. 

I be li e ve that af ter this con fe ren ce we must sit down 
with ow ners and edi tors-in-chi ef of me dia outlets 
thro ug ho ut the re gion be ca u se wit ho ut the ir sup port 
and the fa mo us po li ti cal will, all the se good ide as 
con cer ning the cre a tion of RE COM will be wa sted. 
(Lu ka Bra i lo, No vi List, Cro a tia, Re gi o nal con sul ta-
tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
26th 2009.)

A me dia gro up that (...) wo uld be ta sked with co or-
di na ting the re la ti ons of the Co a li tion for RE COM 
and the pu blic and ot her me dia sho uld or ga ni ze 
di scus si ons with the dif fe rent me dia pro fi les and 
de ter mi ne how they sho uld all re port to the pu blic 
abo ut RE COM. (Zo ran Ilić, FE NA, BiH, Re gi o nal 
con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

In or der to re ach an agre e ment to re port re gu-
larly abo ut the RE COM ini ti a ti ve it is ne ces sary 
to or ga ni ze me e tings with pu blic TV sta ti ons 
and ow ners of all me dia outlets. It is ne ces sary 
that each me dia outlet as sign a jo ur na list for 
this task.

I ha ve (...) so to spe ak a stra tegy pro po si tion for ini-
ti a tors and mem bers of the Co a li tion for RE COM 
– a me e ting sho uld be as soon as pos si ble or ga ni zed 
with di rec tors and ow ners of me dia outlets, de ci sion 
ma kers. (Alek san dar Re ljić, TV Pink, Ser bia, Re gi o-
nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

We need you as me dia pe o ple to help us cho o se what 
jo ur na lists or edi tors we sho uld in vi te to our gat he-
rings. We al ways pay trip ex pen ses for tho se at ten-
ding our con sul ta ti ons. (Alek san dar Tri fu no vić, 
Bu ka, BiH, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, 
No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to in ve sti ga te the ro le of the 
me dia be fo re and du ring the con flicts.

My col le a gue (...) men ti o ned a very im por tant the sis 
(...) in ad di tion to in ve sti ga ting the ro le of the me dia 
du ring the 1990s, it is al so im por tant to esta blish 
the ir ro le for the pe riod be fo re the 1990s when the 
or che stra tion of the events that fol lo wed ac tu ally 
be gan. (Želj ko Ho donj, HI NA, Cro a tia, Re gi o nal 
con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

Not only that the me dia pre pa red the sce ne for the 
con flict, they al so of ten ad ded fuel to it by pro mo ting 
ha tred, fe ar, etc. (Bra ni sla va Ob ra no vić, In de pen-
dent So ci ety of Jo ur na lists of Voj vo di na, Ser bia, 
Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, 
Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

An un cle ar stan ce on war cri mes along with 
un re a li stic ex pec ta ti ons of RE COM ini ti a tors 
that the sa me go vern ments which are still deny-
ing cri mes can be co me part ners in this pro ject 
are the main ob stac les we ha ve in BiH.

This pro ject is bur de ned with a lot of pro blems, 
we ha ve go vern ments denying war cri mes, espe ci-
ally in BiH, and yet, we are trying to in clu de the se 
go vern ments in this pro ject by ma king them our 
part ners. I think that, mo re or less, that mis sion is 
im pos si ble. (Se nad Pe ća nin, Da ni, BiH, Re gi o nal 
con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

Just kno wing the facts abo ut war cri mes is not 
eno ugh wit ho ut kno wing the ca u se and the con-
text, but in the ca se of the for mer Yugo sla via 
that wo uld mean go ing back de ep in to the past, 
as far as the 14th cen tury. 

The next big pro blem (...) is whet her this com-
mis sion sho uld only deal with facts or sho uld it 
analyse ca u ses, too. If we only pre sent the facts 
(...) that is an easi er pro cess re gar dless of whet her 
the truth is be ing told by a vic tim or a per pe tra-
tor (...) but we can not grasp the me a ning of the se 
facts wit ho ut analysing the se events (...). Ho we ver, 
if we cho o se to ex plo re the ca u se or the con text, 
I’m afraid we will go as far as in to the past as the 
14th cen tury. Al so, I don’t re ally see any so ci e tal 
gro ups which wo uld li ke our hi story to be fac tu ally 
con nec ted. (Se nad Pe ća nin, Da ni, BiH, Re gi o nal 
con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)
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Na tu rally, each story has its own con text, but I think 
we sho uld, at le ast in the be gin ning, stick to the facts 
only. (San da Sa vić, RTV B92, Ser bia, Re gi o nal con-
sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep-
tem ber 26th 2009.)

For the me dia, it is very dif fi cult to re port from 
so met hing which is a pro cess rat her than an 
event. Anot her ag gra va ting cir cum stan ce is the 
fact that the re are fe wer do nors for me dia out-
lets re por ting abo ut war cri mes. 

It is very dif fi cult for the me dia to re port from ‘a pro-
cess’ in a way si mi lar to that when re por ting from an 
event. What is im por tant to stress is the re so ur ces 
me dia outlets ha ve at the ir dis po sal. The re are fe wer 
do nors for tho se re por ting abo ut war cri mes. The se 
do nors are go ne and an ex cel lent me dia outlet such 
as Fe ral Tri bu ne had to be clo sed be ca u se of the lack 
of sen si ti vity on the part of the do nors to un der stand 
the im por tan ce of its work. (Se nad Pe ća nin, Da ni, 
BiH, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi 
Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

The re are still so me jo ur na lists who had the-
ir ro le in pre pa ring the war wor king in so me 
me dia outlets. Sho uld we ha ve co o pe ra tion with 
the se me dia and wo uld it be pos si ble?

Can we co o pe ra te with me dia outlets still em ploying 
jo ur na lists who par ti ci pa ted in the war pro pa gan da 
(...)? How are they go ing to ma ke a re port of a story 
which was ma de on the ba sis of col lec ted facts? (Bra-
ni sla va Ob ra no vić, In de pen dent So ci ety of Jo ur-
na lists of Voj vo di na, Ser bia, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion 
with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 
2009.)

The idea to form RE COM is good, but in the 
cur rent me dia, cul tu ral, and po li ti cal at mosp he-
re it is not pos si ble to im ple ment it. 

I think it’s a fi ne idea but in our cur rent po li ti cal and 
cul tu ral si tu a tion, and the at mosp he re in the me dia, 
I don’t see how it is go ing to be pos si ble to im ple ment 
it. (Se nad Pe ća nin, Da ni, BiH, Re gi o nal con sul ta-
tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
26th 2009.)

The main va lue of RE COM must be truth, the 
pe a ce of vic tims’ fa mi li es, and re con ci li a tion 
bet we en et hnic com mu ni ti es. In im ple men ting 
its go als RE COM must con si der am nesty and 
pro tec ted wit nes ses.

I’d say that the main va lue of RE COM must be truth. 
For RE COM it sho uld be mo re im por tant how many 
fa mi li es will find out the truth than how many cri-
mi nals will end up in jail. So, im mu nity in ex chan-
ge for the truth (...) in or der to se cu re the pe a ce for 
vic tims’ fa mi li es who will find out the truth abo ut 
the ir lo ved ones and gi ve them a pro per bu rial if 
pos si ble. So, in vi ew of that, RE COM must con si-
der am nesty and pro tec ted wit nes ses (...). The main 
va lue of RE COM must be truth, the pe a ce of vic tims’ 
fa mi li es, and re con ci li a tion bet we en et hnic com mu-
ni ti es. (Želj ko Tvr di šić, As so ci a tion of Jo ur na lists of 
Ko so vo and Me to hi ja, Ko so vo, Re gi o nal con sul ta-
tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
26th 2009.)

Sta tes in the re gion which do not re cog ni ze the 
facts esta blis hed by the ICTY will ha ve a hard 
ti me ac cep ting the ini ti a ti ve to cre a te RE COM.

So, it is in di spu ta ble that the ICTY esta blis hed the 
facts abo ut all si des in the con flict, but po li ti ci ans do 
not re cog ni ze them and that’s why I think it is go ing 
to be dif fi cult to con vin ce the go vern ments to ac cept 
this pro ject. (Da mir Ši mić, TV BH1, BiH, Re gi o nal 
con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep-
tem ber 26th 2009.)

We sho uld start with the facts esta blis hed by 
the ICTY and na ti o nal war cri mes trial cham-
bers – no one will stand aga inst it. 

I think that in the be gin ning we sho uld only stick 
to the facts be ca u se we ha ve ICTY jud ge ments and 
de ci si ons of do me stic co urts and I think that we 
sho uld use the se le gally bin ding jud ge ments han-
ded down by in de pen dent jud ges and no body will 
be aga inst them. And that sho uld be spread furt her. 
(Dže na na Ka rup-Dru ško, Da ni, BiH, Re gi o nal con-
sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep-
tem ber 26th 2009.)

In BiH the fi gu re of 200 000 kil led Bo sni aks is 
still be ing ma ni pu la ted, alt ho ugh the Re se arch 
and Do cu men ta tion Cen ter esta blis hed that the-
re we re ap pro xi ma tely 97,000 kil led and mis sing.

In Bo snia and Her ze go vi na we had a pro mo tion of 
a po li ti cal le a der, a me dia mag na te (...) a few days 
ago, who is known to ha ve ma ni pu la ted (...) the fact 
abo ut the to tal num ber of kil led and mis sing in 
BiH and he men ti o ned the fi gu re of 200,000 kil led 
Bo sni aks again de spi te the fact that the Re se arch 
and Do cu men ta tion Cen ter esta blis hed a fi gu re of 
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ap pro xi ma tely 97,000 vic tims in BiH. (Da mir Ši mić, 
TV BH1, BiH, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na-
lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

Cro a tian me dia re por ting war cri mes tri als 
of Cro a tian ge ne rals are ob vi o usly bi a sed and 
fa vo ur the de fen dants.

It is a very dif fi cult po si tion for you that ask for 
the sup port of the me dia. I am qu i te fa mi li ar with 
the Cro a tian me dia (...) and I can tell you (...) that 
they re port on the war cri me tri als of Cro a tian 
ge ne rals with an ob vi o us fa vo u ri tism to wards the 
de fen dants. (Da mir Ši mić, TV BH1, BiH, Re gi o nal 
con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, 
Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

Re gar dless of whet her RE COM will esta blish 
the facts and help fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons what hap-
pe ned, it will not pre vent ma ni pu la tion with 
facts and fi gu res.

If this pro ject suc ce eds in its in ten tion and esta blish 
the truth, its long-term goal of le a ving so met hing for 
the fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons, will not pre vent the prac ti ce 
of ma ni pu la ting with the facts. (Da mir Ši mić, TV 
BH1, BiH, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, 
No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

In Ko so vo we ha ve a pro blem with iden ti fi ca-
tion of mor tal re ma ins which is why it is ne ces-
sary to start with the na ti o nal/sta te le vel and 
then con nect on a re gi o nal le vel.

We ha ve one pro blem in Ko so vo, we bu ried 2,000 
pe o ple wit ho ut DNA analyses whi le at the mor gue 
in Pri šti na (...) the re are over 400 mor tal re ma ins 
who se DNA do es not match the analyses pro vi ded 
by fa mily mem bers. We ha ve a pro blem wit hin the 
co un try (...) and I think it is far bet ter to start from 
a na ti o nal le vel and la ter me et on a re gi o nal le vel. 
(Ar di ja na Fa či, Ko ha Vi sion, Ko so vo, Re gi o nal con-
sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep-
tem ber 26th 2009.)

Facts are not suf fi ci ent. It is ne ces sary to pre sent 
war cri mes wit hin a con text which is so met hing 
the go vern ments in the re gion will not ac cept.

I am a pes si mist when it co mes to that be ca u se we 
know whe re mo ney and po wer co me from and the se 
pe o ple (po li ti ci ans) they don’t li ke the truth. In Mon-
te ne gro, three or fo ur years ago (...) a do cu men tary 
was ma de (...) abo ut the at tack on Du brov nik. The 

film was full of facts (...) but the po li ti cal di men sion 
of the en ti re story was osten sibly mis sing. The film 
sho wed be ar ded, drunk men, at tac king the world’s 
cul tu ral he ri ta ge dri ven by so me co smic energy etc. I 
am exag ge ra ting it, of co ur se, but I want to say that 
the con text must be gi ven. (Bra no Man dić, Vi je sti, 
Mon te ne gro, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na-
lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

The me dia cam pa ign must be se ri o us and it 
sho uld be un der the le a der ship of truly de di ca-
ted per sons.

Your me dia cam pa ign sho uld be very se ri o us (...) I 
sug gest you form a te am for that (...). It sho uld be do ne 
by de di ca ted pe o ple; (...) tho se with eno ugh po wer; (...) 
strong in di vi du als. It sho uld be han dled by tho se who 
ta ke the ir work ho me. (Bra no Man dić, Vi je sti, Mon-
te ne gro, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi 
Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld ra i se awa re ness and cre a te an 
al ter na te ap pro ach to pe o ple sin ce what mat ters 
most is to ra i se awa re ness and deal with the past. 
(Idriz Se fe ri, Ko ha Di to re, Ko so vo, Re gi o nal con-
sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep-
tem ber 26th 2009.)

RE COM is im por tant in or der to open up 
di scus sion abo ut Al ba nian vic tims in Ser bia 
and abo ut Ser bian vic tims in Ko so vo.

RE COM is im por tant for the fu tu re of each and 
every one of us, so we sho uld work on it and sup-
port it (...). Many pe o ple he re don’t know that 
ap pro xi ma tely 10,000 pe o ple we re kil led, in Ko so vo 
they are afraid that only Ser bian vic tims are go ing to 
be men ti o ned and so on, whi le he re (in Ser bia) we 
only talk abo ut Ser bian vic tims. Idriz Se fe ri, Ko ha 
Di to re, Ko so vo, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na-
lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

Thro ug ho ut the re gion we he ar me dia re ports 
abo ut the ir “own” vic tims.

In Bo snia and Her ze go vi na sin ce the be gin ning of 
the war, and al so in Ko so vo sin ce 1999 (...) we ha ve 
a system to tell just one part of a story, a story that 
is ac cep ta ble by one si de only (...). We sho uld stop 
do ing that – tal king only abo ut our own vic tims. For 
exam ple, when re por ting from war cri mes tri als, if 
a Serb is be ing pro se cu ted, they only re port abo-
ut what is con ta i ned in the in dic tment com ple tely 
ig no ring what the de fen ce is saying and the ot her 
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way ro und if a Bo sni ak is be ing tried, they just re port 
abo ut what the de fen ce said and ig no re everything 
that’s in the in dic tment. (Sa nja Šku le tić, Avaz, BiH, 
Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, 
Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

Me dia outlets will be gin re por ting abo ut the 
ac ti vi ti es of the Co a li tion for RE COM if con sul-
ta ti ons be co me a po li ti cal event. 

We will re port abo ut your ac ti vi ti es if you re ally 
ma ke a po li ti cal bre akthro ugh, if you be co me a po li-
ti cal event (...). You re ally ha ve to try to do it, in ten-
ti o nally or unin ten ti o nally, li ke the pe o ple who wan-
ted to or ga ni ze the gay pri de pa ra de, they be ca me 
a main po li ti cal story in the co un try. (San da Sa vić, 
RTV B92, Ser bia, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur-
na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

As soon as it is cre a ted, the com mis sion will be 
chal len ged by an an ti-cam pa ign.

As soon as the news be co mes pu blic that the com-
mis sion was cre a ted, I can see a tho u sand he a dli nes 
aga inst it and we can all pre dict who will be be hind 
it and what will fol low. (Ve sna Sla do je vić, RTS, Ser-
bia, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi 
Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

The most va lu a ble re sult of RE COM’s work will 
be the op por tu nity young pe o ple and fu tu re 
ge ne ra ti ons will ha ve to know everything that 
hap pe ned in the re cent wars and it will co me as 
a fir sthand ex pe ri en ce told by pe o ple from all 
over for mer Yugo sla via.

RE COM is im por tant for fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons (...) 
I want my child one day (...) to be able to know 
exactly what hap pe ned in the co un try whe re her 
pa rents li ved, to le arn the facts as clo se to the truth 
as pos si ble and it will be best if it is thro ugh the sto-
ri es told by the pe o ple who ex pe ri en ced it and to ok 
part in it. That’s the big gest va lue of this pro ject. 
(Ve sna Sla do je vić, RTS, Ser bia, Re gi o nal con sul ta-
tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
26th 2009.)

It will be dif fi cult for RE COM to ob tain da ta 
and do cu men ta tion ow ned by sta te or gans. 

If we ask in sti tu ti ons to gi ve us the se do cu ments 
and the da ta they ha ve so that we can find the facts 
easi er, that is not go ing to hap pen, they will only gi ve 
them when they are ready. Un for tu na tely, we wit ness 

that every day in war cri mes tri als. (Ve sna Sla do je-
vić, RTS, Ser bia, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na-
lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

In fo Pro grams of the Ser bian Bro ad ca sting Cor-
po ra tion (RTS) will re port from con sul ta ti ons 
but the qu a lity of the ir work will de pend on the 
per so nal in te rest of the re por ter. Vic tims’ te sti-
mo ni es sho uld be aired as spe cial bro ad casts 
for a bet ter im pres sion and as such they at tract 
mo re vi e wers. 

RTS will al ways re port from your con sul ta ti ons, but 
the qu a lity of the re port will de pend on the re por-
ter’s per so nal in te rest in the to pic. (Ve sna Sla do je vić, 
RTS, Ser bia, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, 
No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

The se bro ad casts sho uld be aired in se pa ra te ti me 
slots and not to get her with daily news. Vic tims’ te sti-
mo ni es are al ways mo re at trac ti ve to vi e wers when 
do ne by in di vi dual aut hors. (Ve sna Sla do je vić, RTS, 
Ser bia, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi 
Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

Ha ve you tho ught abo ut a pos si ble as so ci a tion or a 
net work sup port of the me dia for the Co a li tion for 
RE COM? Maybe you can sign a con tract with so me 
me dia outlets to re port from your con sul ta ti ons and 
ma ke spe cial shows abo ut it? (Raj ko Šer bet, Mon-
te ne gro TV, Mon te ne gro, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion 
with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 
2009.)

RE COM has to de fi ne the con cept of ‘vic tim’ 
and that de fi ni tion must be used in all co un tri es 
or the en ti re idea will be com pro mi sed.

RE COM must co me up with a cle ar de fi ni tion of 
who can be con si de red ‘vic tim’ and apply it ste ad-
fastly (...) in or der to avoid stan dard com pro mi sing 
si tu a ti ons such as di scus sion abo ut “our” and “the ir” 
vic tims. (Zo ran Se ku lić, FO NET, Ser bia, Re gi o nal 
con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep-
tem ber 26th 2009.)

Vic tims are vic tims, the re are not “our” and 
“the ir” vic tims and they must be tre a ted in an 
iden ti cal man ner. That ap pro ach will gu a ran tee 
cre di bi lity, aut hen ti city, and truth ful ness to the 
en ti re ini ti a ti ve. 

Not all cri mi nals are the sa me, but all vic tims are 
al ways the sa me and the re are not our and the ir 
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vic tims and if the who le po int of this com mis sion is 
ma ke the vo i ce of vic tims be he ard, then they ha ve to 
be tre a ted in an iden ti cal man ner (...) We, as me dia 
outlets, and you as the Co a li tion for RE COM can 
win the he arts of the pu blic if what we do is per ce-
i ved as cre di ble, aut hen tic, and truth ful from the 
be gin ning to the very end. (Zo ran Se ku lić, FO NET, 
Ser bia, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi 
Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

The ini ti a ti ve for RE COM has the pu blic tur ned 
aga inst it, the sa me pu blic that advo ca tes pu nis-
hment of all per pe tra tors al ways con vin ced 
that the per pe tra tors co me from ot her et hnic 
gro ups.

 Polls show that 80% of the pe o ple from my neck of 
the wo ods, Ba nja Lu ka, be li e ve that all war cri mes 
per pe tra tors sho uld be bro ught to ju sti ce but in the 
sa me polls they say: “the Serbs, no, we did not com-
mit war cri mes”. That is the pu blic we are now abo ut 
to pro vo ke with this pro ject. (Alek san dar Tri fu no-
vić, Bu ka, BiH, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na-
lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

We ha ve to open a de ba te on the fact that the 
very act of “do ing not hing” me ans par ti ci pa ting 
in the war.

We ha ve to go past the bra in was hing and ex pla in 
to pe o ple that we we re en ga ged in a war, that the re 
we re vic tims, and that we to ok part in that. The fact 
that we ‘didn’t com mit any cri mes’ only me ans that 
we to ok part in it. (Alek san dar Tri fu no vić, Bu ka, 
BiH, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi 
Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

In BiH the ini ti a ti ve can not ha ve po li ti cal sup-
port wit ho ut the pres su re of the in ter na ti o nal 
com mu nity.

I tal ked to my col le a gu es in BiH and they are all 
qu i etly tel ling me that this ini ti a ti ve will ne ver get 
po li ti cal sup port and that only be ca u se of the po li ti-
cal pro tec to ra te, it may do it un der the pres su re of the 
in ter na ti o nal com mu nity. (Sa ša Ko sa no vić, Cro a tian 
Ra dio Te le vi sion, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na-
lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

We stern Bal kans co un tri es sho uld be asked to 
tran sform all con flicts bet we en them be fo re 
be co ming mem bers of the Euro pean Union.

If the po li ti cal eli tes in the co un tri es for med on the 

ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla via truly want to join 
the Euro pean Union – then we need to end the se 
tri bal wars as soon as pos si ble in or der to be co me 
se ri o us EU can di da tes. (Sa ša Ko sa no vić, Cro a tian 
Ra dio Te le vi sion, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur-
na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

Cro a tia adop ted a Dec la ra tion on the Ho me-
land War which fla grantly de ni es Cro a tia’s par-
ti ci pa tion in the war in Bo snia and Her ze go vi-
na. From the ir po int of vi ew, the events in BiH 
ha ve not hing to do with Cro a tia.

How do you think you can co pe with the pro blem we 
ha ve in Cro a tia – they are not in te re sted in anything 
out si de Cro a tia; not even a mil lion sig na tu res will 
prompt them: they will clo sely mo ni tor how many 
Cro ats or Serbs or Chi ne se sig ned the pe ti tion. The 
Cro a tian Par li a ment adop ted a Dec la ra tion on the 
Ho me land War and they outright deny Cro a tia’s 
par ti ci pa tion in the war in Bo snia and Her ze go-
vi na. Cro a tian po li ti ci ans and Cro a tian ci ti zens 
don’t ca re abo ut what hap pe ned in BiH, in Ser-
bia, in Ko so vo or in Mon te ne gro. (Sa ša Ko sa no vić, 
Cro a tian Ra dio Te le vi sion, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion 
with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 
2009.)

RE COM sho uld ma ke a list of con cen tra tion 
camps and ot her de ten tion pla ces and re com-
mend that me mo ri als be bu ilt in the se lo ca ti ons.

One of the lists to be in clu ded in the up co ming 
re port of RE COM will be a list of all de ten tion 
camps and con cen tra tion camps and along with 
that a re com men da tion to bu ild me mo ri als in the-
se lo ca ti ons. (Ve sna Ter še lič, Do cu men ta, Cro a tia, 
Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, 
Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

The Co a li tion for RE COM sho uld form a me dia 
te am which sho uld be ta sked with con nec ting 
all pu blic ser vi ce TV sta ti ons in the re gion to 
en su re that the vo i ce of the vic tims and war cri-
mes trial cham ber de ci si ons are he ard thro ug-
ho ut the re gion.

I think that the Co a li tion for RE COM sho uld con-
si der (...) maybe, for ming a me dia te am ta sked with 
(...) in si sting that na ti o nal TV sta ti ons co o pe ra te 
be ca u se (...) they are pu blic ser vi ces and they are 
re pre sen ting the pu blic in te rest (...). One of the ide-
as or re com men da ti ons sho uld be for them to air 
pu blic te sti mo ni es of vic tims (...). For exam ple, we 
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ha ve war cri mes tri als in Ser bia and BiH and (...) 
in Cro a tia (...) and I wo uld sug gest that the te am 
sho uld try to con nect the se TV sta ti ons so that we 
in Mon te ne gro can he ar what the co urt in Bel gra de 
or a co urt in Sa ra je vo ru led in war cri mes tri als. In 
Mon te ne gro, we are en ti rely iso la ted. (So nja Ra do-
še vić, fre e lan ce jo ur na list, Mon te ne gro, Re gi o nal 
con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep-
tem ber 26th 2009.)

Pu blic per sons re cog ni za ble thro ug ho ut the 
re gion sho uld be en ga ged to con duct the pro-
mo tion of the RE COM Ini ti a ti ve.

It wo uld be a wi se cho i ce to use pu blic per sons well 
known in the en ti re re gion and per ce i ved as po si ti ve, 
suc cessful per sons (...) and it wo uld be good to ha ve 
a po pu lar per son from Cro a tia spe ak abo ut a cri-
me com mit ted in Cro a tia in Bel gra de or el sew he re 
in Ser bia (...) and the ot her way ro und (...) strongly 
emp ha si sing the stress that the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM 
is be hind the who le pro ject. (Bra no Man dić, Vi je sti, 
Mon te ne gro, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na-
lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

Al ter na ti ve me dia outlets are al so im por tant – 
they ha ve the ir spe ci fic sup port.

Ig no ring al ter na ti ve me dia outlets is not a good idea 
be ca u se they ha ve the ir spe ci fic audi en ce and the ir 
spe ci fic strength and I think that at a re gi o nal le vel 
they sho uld be so me how con nec ted in a net work. 
(Je le na Svir čić, H-al ter, Cro a tia, Re gi o nal con sul ta-
tion with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 
26th 2009.)

All me dia outlets will wri te and re port abo ut 
pe o ple’s li fe sto ri es.

I can say with cer ta inty that the to pics we di scus sed 
he re to day (...) are very in te re sting and they will cer-
ta inly be on front pa ges of our pa pers, I am 100% 
su re (...). What is in te re sting for all both print and 
elec tro nic me dia are li fe sto ri es and I am su re we will 
wri te and re port a lot. (Mla den Mi lu ti no vić, Da ni, 
Mon te ne gro, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na-
lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

Me dia outlets are ready to put the ir ar chi ves at 
RE COM’s dis po sal.

We, FE NA, ha ve war ar chi ves of dif fe rent events and 
va ri o us in ter pre ta ti ons of the se events and cri mes 
(...). To get her with our col le a gu es from HI NA and 

SR NA we can of fer you our ar chi ves. (Zo ran Ilić, 
FE NA, BiH, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, 
No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

On be half of BE TA news agency, I can al so of fer our 
war ar chi ve which is qu i te si ze a ble. (Din ko Gru ho-
njić, In de pen dent As so ci a tion of Jo ur na lists of Voj-
vo di na, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, No vi 
Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

The re is no me dia cam pa ign wit ho ut a lot of 
mo ney.

Let’s be re a li stic, I think that we are go ing to need 
a lot of mo ney. If Do dik can gi ve fi ve mil lion to the 
me dia in the Re pu bli ka Srp ska, I think that you will 
spend the sa me amo unt of mo ney in that en tity. I 
do ubt it very much that wit ho ut mo ney anything 
will be do ne, de spi te the fact that we all cla im that 
everything is gre at, su per, and im por tant. I think 
that mo ney will ha ve to be spent. (Sa nja Šku le tić, 
Avaz, BiH, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, 
No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

Jo ur na lists sho uld be tra i ned and gi ven full sup-
port if they re port abo ut war cri mes.

The Co a li tion for RE COM sho uld be open to wards 
(...) jo ur na lists who wri te abo ut war cri mes. They 
sho uld be tra i ned and of fe red full sup port if they 
en co un ter any pro blems whi le do ing it. (Alek san-
dar Tri fu no vić, Bu ka, BiH, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion 
with jo ur na lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 
2009.)

ER NO Re gi o nal Ser vi ce who se mem bers are 
pu blic ser vi ce TV sta ti ons from Slo ve nia, BiH, 
Ser bia, Mon te ne gro, Ma ce do nia, Bul ga ria, and 
Ro ma nia can help in pro mo ting the idea of 
RE COM.

Pu blic ser vi ce TV sta ti ons in the re gion are still 
co o pe ra ting thro ugh the ER NO re gi o nal ser vi ce. We 
ha ve everyday ex chan ge of daily news and daily pic-
tu res from the en ti re re gion. We co o pe ra te on a num-
ber of im por tant is su es such as hu man traf fic king, 
mo dern day sla very (...). We can do the sa me thing 
he re, ha ve each cen tre do a seg ment and then put it 
all to get her and ma ke a story abo ut the en ti re idea. 
Mem bers of ER NO Re gi o nal Ser vi ce are Slo ve nian 
TV, HRT, BHT, Fe de ral TV, RTS, Ra dio TV Pod go ri-
ca, Ma ce do nia, Bul ga ria, and Ro ma nia (...) (Želj ko 
Ti ca, FTV, BiH, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na-
lists, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)
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A TV show abo ut RE COM, ti tled for exam ple 
‘YES or NO’ sho uld be ma de and aired by all 
TV sta ti ons in the re gion. 

Maybe it wo uld be a good idea to pre pa re a 60 
mi nu te TV show and use all ma te ri als ow ned by 
FO NET and Sa ra je vo and all ot her TV sta ti ons (...) 
in the re gion (...) Maybe a 30 mi nu te pro gram abo ut 
RE COM, yes or no, tho se for and aga inst it, and then 
the 60 mi nu te show. (Bu di mir Ra i če vić, Ra dio Mon-
te ne gro, Re gi o nal con sul ta tion with jo ur na lists, 
No vi Sad, Ser bia, Sep tem ber 26th 2009.)

Con sul ta tion with young pe o ple

Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo
Sep tem ber 30th 2009

The na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple was 
or ga ni zed by In te gra, a non-go vern men tal or ga ni-
za tion from Ko so vo. The con sul ta tion was at ten ded 
by 40 par ti ci pants, NGO ac ti vists, and stu dents 
from col le ges in Ko so vo. Spe a kers we re Dže vad 
Bek ta še vić (As so ci a tion of the fa mi li es of ci vi lian 
vic tims of war, Vla se ni ca 1992 – 1995, Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na), No ra Ah me taj (hu man rights ac ti-
vist, Ko so vo), and Be kim Bla kaj (Hu ma ni ta rian Law 
Cen ter, Ko so vo). The di scus sion was mo de ra ted by 
Kus htrim Ko li qi (In te gra, Ko so vo) and Be kim Bla-
kaj (Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter, Ko so vo).

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of the par ti ci pants

The re gi o nal com mis sion sho uld be for med as 
soon as pos si ble be ca u se the re are many war 
cri mes per pe tra tors that ha ve not yet been 
iden ti fied and vic tims’ fa mily mem bers ha ve 
not yet been awar ded com pen sa tion.

Why do we want to form a re gi o nal com mis sion for 
esta blis hing the facts abo ut the events that to ok pla ce 
du ring the war on the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla-
via – be ca u se we need to re le a se our sel ves from a very 
he avy bur den we ca rry on our sho ul ders – be ca u se we 
still don’t know who did this or that, we don’t know 
the ir first and last na mes. Re spon si ble pe o ple ha ve 
not yet been pu nis hed and vic tims’ fa mi li es ha ve not 
yet re ce i ved any com pen sa tion, and that is truly very 
im por tant for them. (Kus htrim Ko li qi (In te gra, Ko so-
vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti-
na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

The war in Ko so vo en ded 10 years ago (...) and 
100% or 90% of tho se re spon si ble for the cri mes 
com mit ted du ring the war li ve nor mal li ves, mo ving 
freely among us. That is why I strongly sup port 
the RE COM Ini ti a ti ve and I ho pe it is im ple men-
ted soon. (Meh met Aje ti, IN PO, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, 
Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary for the Euro pean Com mis sion 
and the ICO to in flu en ce fa ster ru lings in war 
cri mes tri als, espe ci ally tho se con duc ted be fo re 
war cri mes trial cham bers in Bo snia and Her ze-
go vi na and in Ko so vo. 

It is very im por tant that the war cri mes trial cham-
bers are ur ged to work fa ster and pro cess mo re ca ses, 
in stead of only two or three as has been the ca se so 
far (...). Both Bo snia and Her ze go vi na and Ko so vo 
ha ve been da ma ged gre atly be ca u se they had a hu ge 
num ber of vic tims, kil led and mis sing per sons so 
that the Euro pean Com mis sion and the ICO sho uld 
in flu en ce the co urts to be mo re ef fi ci ent. (Kus htrim 
Ko li qi (In te gra, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, Sep tem-
ber 30th 2009.)

Vic tims are be ing for got ten, go vern ments in 
the re gion are fa i ling to sol ve the fa te of 16,000 
mis sing per sons which ma kes this ini ti a ti ve 
in di spen sa ble.

I think that only 10 years af ter the end of the war 
vic tims are for got ten by the pu blic and they are only 
men ti o ned du ring dif fe rent ce re mo ni es (...). The re 
are over 16,000 mis sing per sons in the re gion and 
yet the re is not a clue abo ut what hap pe ned to them. 
It is our ci vic duty to do mo re for them sin ce the 
go vern ment which is di rectly re spon si ble for them is 
not do ing anything to shed light on the ir fa te. That is 
why we need to for ce this is sue, gi ve our con tri bu tion 
and sup port it, and al so ra i se awa re ness in pu blic 
abo ut the need to deal with the past. (Vjo sa Rex-
he pi, Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights, Ko so vo, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/
Prishtinë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

We are, so to spe ak, a sta te. It is re ally bad be ca u se 
no one ca res or ta kes any ac tion (...). They may only 
ca re abo ut us [the vic tims] as the ir fel low ci ti zens, 
ne ig hbo urs, they only ta ke ca re abo ut us when they 
need us for the ir own po li ti cal pro mo tion and in te-
rest. Ho we ver, du ring this long pe riod of ti me, they 
don’t re ally ca re abo ut what is go ing on with us. 
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(Ki me te Ukaj, NPU, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, Sep-
tem ber 30th 2009.)

Wit ho ut a re gi o nal ap pro ach the de stiny of the 
mis sing in Ko so vo will ne ver be sol ved.

If we don’t get in vol ved in the re gi o nal con cept, we 
will ne ver be able to find out the truth abo ut the 
mis sing mem bers of our com mu nity. (Vjo sa Rex-
he pi, Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights, Ko so vo, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/
Prishtinë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

The po wer of RE COM is in esta blis hed facts 
and they are the only thing we can use to stand 
up and con front fa bri ca ti ons and mi sre pre sen-
ta ti ons abo ut the cri mes com mit ted by ot hers. 

The cre a tion of a com mis sion such as RE COM 
which wo uld be com pe tent to di sco ver and esta blish 
facts, me ans that a true hi sto ric re cord is go ing to 
be pu blis hed. That re cord will be able to defy all 
li es and mi sre pre sen ta ti ons ma de up for po li ti cal 
in te rests of the sta tes in this re gion. Each co un try 
is hi ding its bad hi story and the cri mes com mit ted 
un der its auspi ces whi le exag ge ra ting the cri mes 
com mit ted by ot hers. (Vjo sa Rex he pi, Youth Ini ti a-
ti ve for Hu man Rights, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, 
Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

Hi story is not go ing to re pe at it self if the num-
ber and iden tity of all vic tims is di sclo sed and if 
vic tims are ena bled to pu blicly te stify abo ut the 
hor rors they ex pe ri en ced. 

If we co uld co me up with the exact num ber of vic-
tims or if we co uld he ar the vic tims tal king in pu blic 
abo ut the ir suf fe ring, then we wo uld be able to mo ve 
on with our li ves at the sa me ti me pre ven ting hi story 
from re pe a ting it self. (Vjo sa Rex he pi, Youth Ini ti a-
ti ve for Hu man Rights, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, 
Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to or ga ni ze con sul ta ti ons in all 
com mu ni ti es in which cri mes to ok pla ce and se cu-
re the par ti ci pa tion of vic tims’ fa mily mem bers. 

It is ne ces sary to ta ke pre ci sely de fi ned steps, me a-
ning we need to go out to the fi eld, ma ke su re that 
we ha ve pe o ple re pre sen ting fa mi li es of the mis sing, 
to ma ke su re they at tend such gat he rings be ca u se 

they know what hap pe ned, they li ved in the war-
torn are as (...). Such gat he ring sho uld be or ga ni zed 
all over Ko so vo (...). We sho uld ha ve re pre sen ta ti ves 
from ot her towns, not only Vu či trn, be ca u se the re’s 
Đa ko vi ca, the town that sur vi ved hor ri ble mas sac-
res; then we ha ve Glo go vac... (Men tor Ha sa ni, Youth 
Step, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young 
pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 30th 
2009.)

Ko so vo so ci ety is a clo sed so ci ety, vic tims of 
ra pe are iso la ted and ot her vic tims al so re fu se 
to spe ak in pu blic and they are ex tre mely re ser-
ved with re spect to non-go vern men tal or ga ni za-
ti ons. This con sul ta tion pro cess may help over-
co me so me pre ju di ces and bar ri ers. 

This com mis sion will sa tisfy the ne eds of the vic tims 
to so me ex tent be ca u se Ko so vo so ci ety is very iso la ted 
and clo sed. This is why the vic tims don’t spe ak and 
why no one ta kes them se ri o usly. We need to un der-
stand that the vic tims are mi strust ful with re spect 
to ci vil so ci ety ac ti vists, youth or ga ni za ti ons, and 
hu man rights or ga ni za tion ac ti vists who can play a 
sig ni fi cant ro le in hel ping the so ci ety over co me many 
pre ju di ces. For exam ple, vic tims of se xu al mo le-
sta tion are iso la ted (...) and that is why we need to 
over co me the se bar ri ers, en co u ra ge vic tims to co me 
out and talk abo ut wha te ver hap pe ned to them, wri-
te that hi story, and ma ke it cle arly vi si ble who did 
what... We sho uld con sult with wo men’s or ga ni za ti-
ons and en co u ra ge the ir mem bers to te stify. (Ylber 
Max hu ni, Youth Step, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, 
Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

Vic tims sho uld be pro vi ded psycho lo gi cal sup-
port in or der to be able to te stify abo ut the ir 
ex pe ri en ces. 

Vic tims sho uld be of fe red psycho lo gi cal sup port 
be fo re be ing able to talk abo ut the ir suf fe ring (...) 
ot her wi se they will not be able to tell us the ir sto ri es. 
So, first, of fer them psycho lo gi cal sup port and then 
gi ve them an op por tu nity to ha ve a chan ce at nor-
mal li fe. (Ve ne ra Ra maj, In te gra, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, 
Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

“You will know who you are only when the truth 
abo ut the past of your pla ce is di sco ve red”.

Tho se who for get the past of the ir own pla ces will 
ne ver know who they are. Di sco ver your past to 
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know who you are and what it is that you want to 
do. (Ki me te Ukaj, NPU, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, 
Sep tem ber 30th 2009.) 

If you col lect a mil lion sig na tu res, the Co a li tion 
for RE COM will be able to in flu en ce the in ter-
na ti o nal com mu nity. 

The mot to of the Co a li tion for RE COM is “to get her 
we are stron ger”. If we are uni ted, if a mil lion pe o-
ple stand be hind us, then RE COM will be able to 
in flu en ce high in stan ces such as Uni ted Na ti ons, the 
Euro pean Union, and ot hers. (Meh met Aje ti, IN PO, 
Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, 
Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

It is im por tant to in clu de young pe o ple in the 
de a ling with the past pro cess so that they can 
con vey ac cu ra te facts abo ut the wars in the 
re gion to fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons, thus pre ven ting 
such con flicts hap pe ning again. 

Why is de a ling with the past im por tant and why is 
it im por tant that you, young pe o ple, the fu tu re of 
this co un try, know what the past lo o ked li ke (...)? 
The main ar gu ment he re is that anot her war ne ver 
hap pens in this co un try (...). You can edu ca te fu tu re 
ge ne ra ti ons and tell them the se are the facts abo-
ut the wars of the 1990s and of the war from 1991 
to 2001 and it sho uld ne ver hap pen again. (No ra 
Ah me taj, hu man rights ac ti vist, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, 
Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

Par ti ci pants of the con sul ta tion in Pri šti na/
Prishtinë are scep ti cal that du ring its three year 
man da te RE COM will be able to shed light on 
the de stiny of all mis sing per sons.

The con flict in Ko so vo was over in 1999. It has been 
over 10 years sin ce then and we know that very lit-
tle has been do ne so far in the area of sol ving the 
mystery of the mis sing. I am scep ti cal that du ring 
its three year long man da te RE COM will be able to 
di sco ver the de stiny of the mis sing when we all know 
that the re are still 16,252 mis sing per sons. I think 
that RE COM sho uld fi nish its man da te only when 
the fa te of all mis sing per sons is sol ved. (Meh met 
Aje ti, IN PO, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, Sep tem-
ber 30th 2009.)

So me par ti ci pants be li e ve that Ko so vo and Ser-

bia will ne ver esta blish co o pe ra tion in esta blis-
hing the facts, re gar dless of who the mem bers 
of RE COM are. 

I am scep ti cal that Ko so vo and Ser bia will ever be 
able to co o pe ra te be ca u se the evi den ce we need is 
ma inly lo ca ted in Ser bia. I don’t know how much 
we can re ally co o pe ra te with them or how much they 
can help us find the facts that we are in te re sted in. 
For that re a son, I re ally don’t know how ef fi ci ent all 
this can be and how much you re ally be li e ve that 
this pro ject can yield any sig ni fi cant re sults, re gar-
dless of who the mem bers of the com mis sion are. 
(Ve ne ra Ra maj, In te gra, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, 
Sep tem ber 30th 2009.) 

One mil lion sig na tu res to get her with the in ter-
na ti o nal com mu nity can exert strong pres su-
re on the go vern ments in the re gion to cre a te 
RE COM and then tho se go vern ments will be 
obli ged to open the ir ar chi ves and sur ren der 
the evi den ce that they con trol.

We are scep ti cal when it co mes to co o pe ra tion with 
Ser bia but we ho pe that the in ter na ti o nal com mu-
nity will be able to put so me pres su re on the Ser bian 
go vern ment. At the very mo ment this com mis sion, 
which is ex pec ted to be in de pen dent, is for med, the-
se sa me co un tri es will be re spon si ble to co o pe ra te 
with the com mis sion. They will ha ve to open the ir 
ar chi ves and sur ren der evi den ce they pos sess and so 
on. For that re a son we ha ve to col lect a mil lion or 
mo re sig na tu res (...). We know that the go vern ments 
of Ko so vo and Ser bia will not sit down to get her for 
many years to co me, but gi ven the right pres su re, we 
ho pe that an in de pen dent com mis sion will be for-
med. (Kus htrim Ko li qi (In te gra, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, 
Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

The com mis sion sho uld al so be man da ted to 
ma ke a list of tho se kil led in mi ne fi elds af ter 
the war.

I think that it is unju sti fi a ble to le a ve the post-war 
pe riod out of this be ca u se, and I will ci te Ko so vo as 
an exam ple, a num ber of pe o ple died from left over 
mi nes. I truly be li e ve that this com mis sion sho uld 
al so tac kle the is sue of vic tims of mi ne fi elds. (Za na 
Ah metxhe kaj, Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights, 
Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, 
Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)
RE COM sho uld deal with both vic tims and per-
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pe tra tors in or der to di sco ver the full truth. 

Sin ce our goal is to di sco ver the truth and co me to 
a com pro mi se when truth is con cer ned, then I be li-
e ve that we sho uld con si der both si des. We ha ve to 
in clu de all vic tims of the con flict or of one iso la ted 
ca se but al so, when spe a king abo ut vic tims, we ha ve 
to deal with per pe tra tors who are re spon si ble for the 
cri mes they com mit ted (...). If we only deal with vic-
tims, it me ans we are only col lec ting ar gu ments and 
li ste ning to vic tims’ sto ri es wit ho ut sol ving any is su es 
at hand. (Ve ne ra Ra maj, In te gra, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, 
Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

The lo ca tion of the cen tral of fi ce of RE COM 
sho uld ro ta te.

If RE COM is go ing to ha ve a cen tral of fi ce, then it 
is cru cial that the of fi ce mo ve from pla ce to pla ce 
pe ri o di cally. (Fur tu na She re me ti, Youth Ini ti a ti ve 
for Hu man Rights, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, Sep-
tem ber 30th 2009.)

Will li ste ning to te sti mo ni es abo ut the suf fe-
ring of mem bers of the ir own et hnic com mu nity 
in ci te na ti o na list fe e lings and ha tred to wards 
the na tion who se mem bers com mit ted the se 
cri mes?

Do you ex pect that af ter li ste ning to the te sti mo ni-
es of per sons be lon ging to our own et hnic gro up we 
may end up ha ving na ti o na list fe e lings and ha tred 
to wards et hnic gro ups re spon si ble for the cri mes? 
(Ko rab Kra sni qi, In te gra, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul-
ta tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so-
vo, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

Me mo ri als to vic tims in Ko so vo de pict vi o len ce. 
All vic tims are ar med which is di rectly tur ning 
young pe o ple of dif fe rent et hnic gro ups aga inst 
each ot her in stead of sho wing what re ally hap-
pe ned in the past. 

In Ko so vo (...) all the se me mo ri als overtly por tray vi o-
len ce. Arms in the ir hands (...) set up in pu blic pla ces 
(...) whe re chil dren see them daily and are be ing fed 
the idea to wards one na tion that will re main bad 
in our minds un til we die. Is the re a way to co me up 
with a na ti o nal plan to ma ke su re all me mo ri als are 
at a cer tain na ti o nal le vel, wit ho ut di rectly ag gra-
va ting a per son but simply de pic ting what hap pe-
ned in the past? (Ko rab Kra sni qi, In te gra, Ko so vo, 

Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/
Prishtinë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to mark the lo ca ti ons of suf fe ring 
and bu ild me mo ri als in tho se pla ces.

Bu il ding (...) a me mo rial in a lo ca tion whe re a cri me 
hap pe ned wo uld mean sho wing truth fully what hap-
pe ned and how (...). In Su va Re ka, for exam ple, the re 
is a pla ce whe re a num ber of pe o ple we re bur ned 
and that pla ce has been to tally for got ten. It is so me 
kind of de pot now. A me mo rial with the na mes of all 
vic tims who lost the ir li ves the re sho uld be bu ilt for 
everybody to see and know, espe ci ally young pe o ple. 
(Ve ne ra Ra maj, In te gra, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, 
Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

We are bu il ding me mo ri als but not in the pla ces 
whe re they sho uld be. Con cer ning Du bra va (...), the 
me mo rial was bu ilt ki lo me tres away from the lo ca-
tion. If we do it li ke that, I see no po int in do ing it at 
all. That shows how lit tle we ca re abo ut the vic tims. 
(Li ri don Je tis hi, stu dent, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul-
ta tion with young pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so-
vo, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

What abo ut tho se vic tims who lost a fa mily mem-
ber and who com mit ted a cri me af ter wards?

What is go ing to hap pen and how sho uld we tre at 
tho se who we re for ced to com mit a cri me be ca u se 
the ir fa mily mem ber was kil led (...)? (Li ri don Je tis hi, 
stu dent, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young 
pe o ple, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, Sep tem ber 30th 
2009.)

Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity

Vu ko var, Cro a tia 
Sep tem ber 30th 2009

The lo cal con sul ta tion with hu man rights or ga ni-
za ti ons, vic tims’ or ga ni za ti ons, fa mily mem bers 
of the kil led and mis sing, youth or ga ni za ti ons, 
wo men’s gro ups, pro fes si o nal as so ci a ti ons, and 
lo cal aut ho ri ti es of the city of Vu ko var, Vu ko-
var-Srem and Osi jek-Ba ra nja co un ti es was or ga-
ni zed by the Cen ter for Pe a ce, Non-Vi o len ce, 
and Hu man Rights, Nan sen Di a lo gue Cen ter 
from Osi jek, Cro a tia, Luč from Ber ko (Cro a tia), 
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and Do cu men ta from Za greb, Cro a tia. The con-
sul ta tion was at ten ded by 69 re pre sen ta ti ves of 
vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons, non-go vern men tal hu man 
rights as so ci a ti ons, ve te rans’ as so ci a ti ons, re pre-
sen ta ti ves of the lo cal self-ru le, and me dia. Spe a-
kers we re Ve sna Ter še lič, (Do cu men ta, Cro a tia), 
Ivan No vo sel (Le ga lis, Cro a tia), Amir Ku la glić 
(Sre bre ni ca, BiH), Eugen Ja kov čić (Do cu men ta, 
Cro a tia), and Na ta ša Kan dić (Hu ma ni ta rian Law 
Cen ter, Ser bia). The di scus sion was mo de ra ted by 
Ve sna Ter še lič. HR Ra dio Vu ko var, Ra dio Bo ro vo, 
Vu ko var ski List (Vu ko var Daily), and Glas Sla vo-
ni je (The Vo i ce of Sla vo ni ja) re por ted from the 
con sul ta ti ons. 

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and re com men-
da ti ons of the par ti ci pants

Everybody has the ir own truth, but the se dif fe-
rent truths can only be bro ught clo ser to get her 
on the ba sis of esta blis hed facts. Facts open 
up a spa ce for a di a lo gue, di a lo gue le ads us to 
un der stan ding which sets the sta ge for to le ran-
ce, and to le ran ce can li be ra te us from the bur-
den we ca rry. 

It is na tu ral for all of us to ha ve our own truth be ca-
u se we all ex pe ri en ced (...) not only the war but the 
en ti re past dif fe rently. And our en ti re li fe de ter mi nes 
what we will con si der to be the truth for us. Facts are 
what we sho uld di scuss, facts open up a spa ce for a 
di a lo gue, and di a lo gue must lead us to un der stan-
ding. Un der stan ding will lead us to to le ran ce and 
to le ran ce will li be ra te us from the bur den we ca rry. 
For that re a son I think this ini ti a ti ve must be sup-
por ted by all ne ces sary me ans. (Lji lja na Ge hrec ke, 
Euro pean Ho u se/Europ ski Dom, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Vu ko var, 
Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to esta blish the facts and le a ve 
a re le vant hi sto ri cal re cord abo ut the past for 
fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons.

It is in the best in te rest of all of us to find out the 
facts, to eli mi na te myths, in ter pre ta ti ons, pre ju di-
ces, ste re otypes and so on from the way we think, 
and work on cre a ting a bet ter fu tu re for all of us in 
which we will ne ver again see re fu gee con voys and in 
which our chil dren and grandchil dren will li ve pe a-
ce fully in this part of the world. (Lji lja na Ge hrec ke, 
Euro pean Ho u se/Europ ski Dom, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Vu ko var, 
Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

We ha ve to do all we can to le a ve a dif fe rent kind 
of le gacy to fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons, to le a ve them a re le-
vant hi sto ri cal re cord of our past which the fu tu re 
ge ne ra ti ons will read in a mo re hu ma ne man ner. 
(Amir Ku la glić from Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep-
tem ber 30th 2009.)

Serbs ex pect RE COM to con duct ex hu ma ti ons 
and iden ti fi ca tion of mis sing Serbs and to deal 
with ot her cri mes com mit ted aga inst the Serbs. 

I ha ve been mo ni to ring this con sul ta tion pro cess 
from the very be gin ning and I must say I am re ally 
ho o ked on this idea, most pro bably be ca u se I re a li-
zed that in Cro a tia, as far as I know (...) the re are no 
in sti tu ti ons, or ga ni za ti ons, or even in di vi du als de a-
ling (...) with the is sue of mis sing Serbs, with cri mes 
com mit ted aga inst the Serbs, among ot her things, 
and everything el se that hap pe ned in the con text 
of the war wa ged bet we en 1991 and 1995. (Ru ži ca 
Spa sić, As so ci a tion of the fa mi li es of the mis sing 
and for ce fully ta ken per sons, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep-
tem ber 30th 2009.)

As Ms. Na ta ša Kan dić says, we don’t know the area 
or the exact lo ca tion of all mass gra ves. Maybe we 
don’t know them in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, maybe 
we don’t know them in Ser bia, but in Cro a tia we 
know the lo ca tion of 22 mass gra ves and the re are 
28 in di vi dual gra ves still wa i ting to be ex hu med. 
Mo re than 300 bo di es of vic tims who died in ope-
ra ti ons ‘Blje sak’ and ‘Olu ja’ [Serbs] are still wa i ting 
to be iden ti fied. (Ru ži ca Spa sić, As so ci a tion of the 
fa mi li es of the mis sing and for ce fully ta ken per sons, 
Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

RE COM is the only ho pe that each vic tim, 
re gar dless of his or her na ti o na lity, will ha ve 
first and last na me and a gra ve.

I per so nally see the RE COM ini ti a ti ve as our last 
chan ce to gi ve each vic tim, re gar dless of her or 
his na ti o na lity, a first and last na me and a gra-
ve so that the ir lo ved ones co me light can dles and 
pay the ir re spects when they wish. (Ru ži ca Spa sić, 
As so ci a tion of the fa mi li es of the mis sing and for-
ce fully ta ken per sons, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 
30th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to find out who the per pe tra tors 
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are be ca u se they can lead us to the so ur ce of 
ha tred and the need to eli mi na te it.

I sup port the con cept which al lows us to se arch for 
per pe tra tors at the sa me ti me we se arch for vic tims. 
It is im por tant to find out why they did what they 
did. If you ask one of them, he may tell you: I he ard 
it from my pa rents, or in the ne ig hbo ur hood, or in 
my school, and that tells us so met hing, it in di ca tes 
the so ur ce of ha tred (...) and then in turn, it can 
help us fight it. (Bi ser ka Tom pak, physi cian, Cro a-
tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Vu ko-
var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

Chil dren in Vu ko var still at tend se pa ra te scho ols.

For me per so nally, it is a hu ge mi sta ke that af ter all 
this ti me and in the 21st cen tury chil dren still at tend 
se pa ra te scho ols in Vu ko var. Chil dren are still se gre-
ga ted he re and I thing that is the big gest mi sta ke that 
can be ma de. (Ru ži ca Man dić, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Vu ko var, 
Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

It is not a good idea to ma ke a list of per pe tra-
tors be ca u se na mes can be ma ni pu la ted and we 
may only ca u se ad di ti o nal da ma ge.

It is qu e sti o na ble whet her we sho uld ma ke a list of 
per pe tra tors be ca u se I ha ve per so nally had a very 
bad ex pe ri en ce and I know for a fact that na mes are 
easy to ma ni pu la te and un til you are able to pro ve 
so met hing, that per son is in no cent(...) You know all 
too well that a lie told many ti mes over be co mes 
truth. The qu e sti on is how and how much ad di ti o nal 
da ma ge we are go ing to ca u se by na ming per pe tra-
tors. (Ru ži ca Man dić, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, 
Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

Young pe o ple sho uld be in clu ded in the pro cess 
in or der to cre a te con di ti ons for avo i ding the 
sa me type of mi sta kes in the fu tu re.

I think that the young pe o ple are the only ho pe of 
this so ci ety be ca u se if 18 years af ter the un for tu na te 
events of the past we can still he ar fi ve year old chil-
dren yell “Sr be na vr be” (“Hang Serbs on a tree”) af ter 
a fo ot ball match that do es not ha ve to do anything 
with eit her Ser bia or Cro a tia, so many years af ter 
the war, I think that the young pe o ple from our so ci-
ety must be in clu ded in the ho pe that the sa me do es 
not hap pen in 50 years. (Ru ži ca Man dić, Vu ko var, 
Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 

Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to in clu de Slo ve nia and FYR 
Ma ce do nia in the pro cess, re gar dless of the 
in ten sity of the con flict on the ir ter ri to ri es.

What abo ut Slo ve nia and FYR of Ma ce do nia, why 
are we not men ti o ning them? The fact that the war 
la sted for 12, 13, or 14 days in so me re gi ons, as was 
the ca se in Slo ve nia (...) do es not mean that Slo ve-
nia sho uld not be in clu ded in this pro cess. (Dra ga na 
Sto jić from Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 
30th 2009.)

Thro ug ho ut the re gion the re is an ob vi o us lack 
of good will and strength to over co me et hnic 
di vi si ons and pre ju di ces abo ut ot hers. 

We are all tal king abo ut how we don’t want (...) the 
ge no ci de, the cri me, the war, and everything el se 
ugly that’s be hind us to hap pen again, but I am not 
su re how much we are wil ling to in vest in that ef fort. 
Wo uld you let your child be fri ends with a child of 
a dif fe rent na ti o na lity? Are you al ready do ing it? I 
tal ked to pe o ple a lot, not only pe o ple from Cro a tia, 
but al so from Bo snia and Her ze go vi na and Ser bia 
and the ir an swer is (...) ‘we’d bet ter stay away from 
them’ (...) ‘that’s easi er’ and so on. So, my qu e sti on is 
whet her we are strong eno ugh to ad mit to our sel ves 
whet her we ha ve over co me that is sue? (Iva Ni ko lić, 
TA BU, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld re vi ew unjust co urt de ci si ons 
han ded down in the 1990s, espe ci ally tho se 
of mi li tary co urts and al so the ca ses in which 
the ac cu sed we re par do ned and vic tim’s fa mily 
mem bers en ded up paying lar ge sums for co urt 
ex pen ses.

My qu e sti on at the mo ment is whet her the com mis sion 
can re vi ew the ca ses which we re pro ces sed in co urts? 
The truth is, the re are co un tless ca ses pro ces sed by 
co urts in Cro a tia in a pe riod of 15 years (...) in the 
la te 1990s or be fo re no to ri o us mi li tary co urts which 
con duc ted anything but fa ir tri als (...). Can the com-
mis sion deal with the se vic tims, vic tims of Cro a tian 
ju di ci ary? Al so, can the com mis sion deal with ca ses 
in which per pe tra tors we re ac qu it ted or par do ned and 
vic tims’ fa mi li es en ded up re ce i ving co urt or der to pay 
co urt ex pen ses? (Bran ka Še sto, Ser bian De moc ra tic 
Fo rum, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)
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The main pro blem is to find per pe tra tors be ca-
u se they are be ing pro tec ted and har bo u red by 
the go vern ments in the re gion.

We know abo ut our mis sing, we gri e ve and we cry 
be ca u se we ha ve fo und them or not, but the main 
pro blem con ti nu es to be lo ca ting the per pe tra tors. 
I think that RE COM will ha ve many dif fi cul ti es 
be ca u se nu me ro us an swers are be ing kept sec ret by 
our go vern ments; they are be ing hid den in the sha-
me ful po li tics of the 1990s adop ted by all par ti es 
in the con flict. Everybody is pro tec ting so me body, 
Đo ka, or An te, or Fri drik (...). Tho se who com mit-
ted cri mes he re are in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na and 
Bo snian cri mi nals who com mit ted cri mes the re 
are in Cro a tia now. (Mir ko Ko va čić, Mot hers of 
Vu ko var As so ci a tion, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 
30th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld gi ve re com men da tion to mi ni-
stri es of edu ca tion in the re gion to chan ge the ir 
hi story cur ri cu la in ac cor dan ce with the esta-
blis hed facts.

I think that the com mu nity is di vi ded; I think that 
young pe o ple in Vu ko var are se gre ga ted. I think 
that if they we re to at tend the sa me scho ols, or 
the sa me shifts, it wo uld not mean as much study-
ing from dif fe rent hi story bo oks (...) The re fo re, I 
think that one of the main tasks to put be fo re this 
com mis sion, in ad di tion to esta blis hing the facts, 
is to in flu en ce mi ni stri es of edu ca tion in the en ti-
re re gion to up da te the ir cur ri cu la ba sed on the 
esta blis hed facts. That sho uld de fi ni tely be one of 
the re com men da ti ons is sued by the com mis sion. 
(Ma rio Ma žić, Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights, 
Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

Pu blic te sti mo ni es of vic tims will in flu en ce our 
opi ni ons abo ut what re ally hap pe ned.

I think that the com mis sion can in flu en ce our opi-
nion abo ut what hap pe ned in our re cent past and 
it will do so in se ve ral dif fe rent ways. One is that it 
will pro vi de a pu blic plat form for the vo i ce of the 
vic tims to be he ard and that vic tims from all et hnic 
gro ups will be able to spe ak pu blicly abo ut the ir 
pain and the rest of us will ha ve an op por tu nity to 
he ar it. And ba sed on the facts they pre sent to us 
and the ir fe e lings with re spect to the se events, we 
will be able to form our opi nion abo ut what hap-
pe ned. (Ma rio Ma žić, Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man 

Rights, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

In or der to se cu re the cre di bi lity of the com-
mis sion, it may be a good idea for the pre si dent 
of the com mis sion to be from a sta te not par ti-
ci pa ting in the cre a tion of RE COM. 

In or der to se cu re the le gi ti macy of the com mis sion 
I won der if you think that be ca u se of its le gi ti macy, 
with re spect to the fact that it is bu il ding its le gi ti-
macy on the fact that it is be ing for med by all the 
co un tri es cre a ting RE COM, it may be a good idea 
for so me mem bers, main mem bers, or the pre si dent 
of the com mis sion sho uld be from a co un try ot her 
than tho se par ti ci pa ting in the cre a tion or RE COM, 
just for re a sons of ob jec ti vity and in terms of re du-
cing the area of po li ti cal in flu en ce that per son may 
ex pe ri en ce in a par ti cu lar co un try? (Sla ven Ra ško-
vić, Do cu men ta, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 
30th 2009.)

The Co a li tion for RE COM will in spi re di a lo gue 
and com pas sion for vic tims and RE COM can 
re sto re con fi den ce bet we en pe o ple and help 
ac hi e ve re con ci li a tion.

The qu a lity of the jo int ope ra tion [of the Co a li tion 
for RE COM] is in the fact that we feel for each ot her, 
but al so in the fact that an ex tra or di nary [RE COM] 
idea will last long eno ugh to be fully im ple men ted 
re sul ting not only in esta blis hing a di a lo gue, but 
al so in the re sto ra tion of con fi den ce, and I’d be very 
happy to li ve long eno ugh to see that we ac hi e ve 
re con ci li a tion, as well. (Amir Ku la glić from Sre bre-
ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

Mass gra ves are ve nu es for po li ti cal ma ni pu la tion.

Vic tims are be ing ma ni pu la ted; they are used for 
po li ti cal ga mes and that ex pla ins the fact that be fo-
re any elec tion da te, a mass gra ve is ex hu med. On ce 
the elec tion is over, that mass gra ve is for got ten. 
(Dra ga na Alek sić, Luč, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 
30th 2009.)

War ve te rans and the ir fa mi li es are in te re sted 
in the cre a tion of RE COM and they sho uld be 
in clu ded in the con sul ta ti ons pro cess.

The re are over 500,000 (...) war ve te rans in Cro a tia. 
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If each at le ast has a wi fe and one child, it ma kes 
35% of the po pu la tion of Cro a tia (...). I think that 
they are very much in te re sted in what (...) such a 
com mis sion (...), if for med and le gi ti mi zed (...) will 
be able to do... It is very im por tant that they are 
in clu ded be ca u se they ha ve im por tant things to say. 
(Velj ko Vi če vić, As so ci a tion of vo lun te ers and ve te-
rans of the Ho me land War of the City of Za greb, 
Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

Pu blic he a rings can be the ra pe u tic for vic tims; 
ho we ver, it is im pe ra ti ve that aut hen ti city of 
the ir te sti mo ni es is gu a ran teed. 

Any fu tu re re gi o nal com mis sion will ena ble vic tims 
to spe ak in pu blic abo ut the ir war-ti me ex pe ri en ces 
and that is a good thing. It is ex tre mely the ra pe u tic 
for the vic tims (...) but I will ta ke this op por tu nity to 
warn all or ga ni za ti ons mem bers of the Co a li tion for 
RE COM that all vic tims sho uld be gi ven an op por-
tu nity to talk but that the ir te sti mo ni es sho uld be 
chec ked for aut hen ti city and that they sho uld not be 
al lo wed to gi ve po li ti cal spe ec hes. We need to be su re 
that the per son te stifying re ally ex pe ri en ced what he 
or she is tal king abo ut. We don’t want so me body to 
ta ke the flo or and tell us ‘my ne ig hbo ur told me this 
and my co u sin told me that’... (Velj ko Vi če vić, As so-
ci a tion of vo lun te ers and ve te rans of the Ho me land 
War of the City of Za greb, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep-
tem ber 30th 2009.)

We sho uld ma ke a list of all vic tims, kil led, mis-
sing or ot her wi se suf fe ring, along with a ne ces-
sary con sen sus of all co un tri es in the re gion. 
That is the only way to curb po li ti cal ma ni pu-
la ti ons. 

So, it is not only im por tant to co unt the vic tims but 
to ma ke an in ven tory of events that to ok pla ce on the 
ter ri tory of the newly for med sta tes so that in 15, 20, 
or 50 years no one can ma ni pu la te the se events for 
po li ti cal pur po ses (...). I re ally think it is pos si ble for 
the com mis sion to list all vic tims and re le vant events 
and I be li e ve that all newly for med sta tes will ac cept 
the se lists. (Velj ko Vi če vić, As so ci a tion of vo lun te-
ers and ve te rans of the Ho me land War of the City of 
Za greb, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to in ve sti ga te the ro le of the 
in ter na ti o nal com mu nity in the ar med con flict 
on the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla via.

We sho uld not ex clu de the op tion (...) to re vi se the 
ro le and re spon si bi lity of the in ter na ti o nal com-
mu nity in the ar med con flict on the ter ri tory of 
the for mer Yugo sla via (...). This was a uni que ca se 
of wa ging an ar med con flict aimed at esta blis hing 
in de pen dent and de moc ra tic sta tes fol lo wing the 
dis in te gra tion of the for mer Yugo sla via, the con-
flict in which in ter na ti o nal com mu nity to ok an 
ac ti ve part in the fi eld from the very be gin ning 
(...) the fact is that they we re he re be fo re the first 
shots we re fi red. (Velj ko Vi če vić, As so ci a tion of 
vo lun te ers and ve te rans of the Ho me land War of 
the City of Za greb, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 
30th 2009.)

The key is sue for war ve te rans is whe re the 
ICTY ar chi ves are go ing to be lo ca ted.

It is com mon know led ge that pe o ple he re con si der 
Ser bia re spon si ble for star ting the war and the ma jo-
rity of evil that be fell upon the pe o ple in this re gion. 
For that re a son, and wit hin our right to know what 
truly hap pe ned, both as com mu ni ti es and as in di-
vi du als who had bad things hap pen to them, it is 
ex tre mely im por tant for us to know whe re the ICTY 
ar chi ves are go ing to be lo ca ted. (Lji lja na Ca nju ga, 
As so ci a tion of vo lun te ers of the Ho me land War 
of the City of Za greb, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 
30th 2009.)

Vic tims can only be de ter mi ned by esta blis hed 
facts. 

And now, the is sue is who can re ally be con si de red a 
vic tim. Be ing a vic tim is just a short pe riod of ti me. 
That per son li ved be fo re that and if lucky eno ugh he 
or she sur vi ved the very act of ag gres sion di rec ted at 
them, and that per son li ved on af ter the har dship. 
But that per son co uld ha ve been a per pe tra tor pri or 
to that or af ter that. So, when we di scuss vic tims, I 
sug gest we only di scuss in prin ci ple and on ce we ha ve 
the facts on the ta ble, we can ma ke a con text of the 
very events that hap pe ned and draw cer tain in ter-
pre ta ti ons. (Lji lja na Ca nju ga, As so ci a tion of vo lun-
te ers of the Ho me land War of the City of Za greb, 
Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

In or der to start a de ba te on the Ho me land War 
it is ne ces sary to start from the Dec la ra tion on 
the Ho me land War adop ted by the Cro a tian 
Par li a ment.
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For me as a ve te ran and a ho me de fen der it is very 
im por tant that the be gin ning of the di scus sion abo ut 
the Ho me land War is ba sed on the Dec la ra tion on 
the Ho me land War be ca u se that was adop ted by the 
Cro a tian Sa bor (Par li a ment) and we ob vi o usly trust 
the Sa bor when we want it to be one of the fo un ders 
of the com mis sion. (Lji lja na Ca nju ga, As so ci a tion 
of vo lun te ers of the Ho me land War of the City of 
Za greb, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Sep tem ber 30th 2009.)

Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity

Do boj, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na
Oc to ber 3rd 2009

The con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity in 
Do boj was or ga ni zed by the Tu zla Ci ti zens’ Fo rum 
(BiH). Twenty-two pe o ple par ti ci pa ted in the con-
sul ta tion. Spe a kers we re Alek san dra Le tić (Hel-
sin ki Com mit tee for Hu man Rights in Re pu bli ka 
Srp ska, BiH) and Dra gan Po po vić (Hu ma ni ta rian 
Law Cen ter, Ser bia). The di scus sion was mo de ra-
ted by Ve hid Še hić (Tu zla Ci ti zens’ Fo rum, BiH). 
FTV, BHT1, RF BiH, and the Daily Avaz re por ted 
on the event.

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of the par ti ci pants

The goal of RE COM and the pur po se of the se 
con sul ta ti ons is to ma ke su re facts abo ut all war 
cri mes are ac cep ted.

Then you are ac cu sed that you are trying to par don 
so me per pe tra tors or that you are trying to bla me 
ot hers, be ca u se everybody can only see the vic tims 
from the ir own com mu nity and only feel the ir own 
pain. The goal of the se con sul ta ti ons, and if you 
wish the goal of this com mis sion [RE COM] is to 
ma ke us ac cept the fact that a hor ren do us cri me 
to ok pla ce in Sre bre ni ca but that an aw ful cri me 
hap pe ned in Vu zu ća, as well. (Ve hid Še hić, Tu zla 
Ci ti zens’ Fo rum, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

Pu blic te sti mo ni es of vic tims help us feel the 
pain of ot her pe o ple and bu ild a fe e ling of so li da-
rity among vic tims from va ri o us et hnic gro ups.

The se con sul ta ti ons will cer ta inly en co u ra ge pe o-

ple to spe ak up. By li ste ning to ot her vic tims, we 
will en co u ra ge them to deal with the ir fe e lings and 
un der stand that ot her pe o ple al so feel the pain be ca-
u se of things that hap pe ned du ring the war and we 
will al so try to de ve lop a fe e ling of so li da rity among 
us. (Ve hid Še hić, Tu zla Ci ti zens’ Fo rum, BiH, Con-
sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, 
Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

Not a sin gle war cri me per pe tra tor may be par-
do ned for the cri mes he or she com mit ted.

Not a sin gle war cri me per pe tra tor may be par do-
ned. (Mar ko Gra bo vac, Se arch Or ga ni za tion of 
Re pu bli ka Srp ska ta sked with the re co very of mis-
sing and im pri so ned ve te rans and ci vi li ans of Re pu-
bli ka Srp ska – Se arch Or ga ni za tion of the Mu ni ci-
pa lity of Brod ta sked with the re co very of mis sing 
per sons from Brod, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

I will tell you right away that I am strongly aga inst 
am nesty for war cri mes per pe tra tors be ca u se it may 
be con si de red as a con spi racy in com mit ting a cri-
me. Al so, in vi ew of the num ber of lar ge sca le cri mes 
com mit ted on the ter ri tory of Bo snia and Her ze go vi-
na, I can’t see anyone who sho uld be par do ned, but I 
can cle arly see that the pu blic sho uld ha ve the right 
to know the na mes of all tho se who com mit ted war 
cri mes. (Ve hid Še hić, Tu zla Ci ti zens’ Fo rum, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Do boj, 
BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

I don’t think am nesty for war cri mes per pe tra tors 
is such a good idea. Each per son able to com mit a 
cri me sho uld be held re spon si ble, re gar dless of the 
et hnic gro up he or she co mes from. (La zar Bla go-
je vić, Ve te rans’ Or ga ni za tion of Re pu bli ka Srp ska, 
Ša mac Chap ter, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to de fi ne the fol lo wing con cepts 
very cle arly: vic tim, hu man loss, de ten tion 
camp, and pri son. 

I ha ve to men tion that we are go ing to at tempt to 
ha ve a hand bo ok prin ted for all, so that ac cor ding 
to the in ter na ti o nal law, we will de fi ne the con cept 
of a vic tim, hu man loss, de ten tion camp, a pri son, 
and cu stody very cle arly (...) the se con cepts are be ing 
ma ni pu la ted, so it turns out that everything was a 
de ten tion camp, and not everything was a de ten tion 
camp. We al so need to know what a hu man loss con-
sti tu tes. (Ve hid Še hić, Tu zla Ci ti zens’ Fo rum, BiH, 
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Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Do boj, 
BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

As a jo ur na list, I must say that I strongly sup port the 
idea of Mr. Še hić to pu blish a ca ta lo gue of facts (...). 
That is so met hing that will be very help ful for the 
me dia, be ca u se it is not the sa me whet her a jo ur na-
list is re por ting abo ut a ci vi lian vic tim, abo ut a war 
vic tim, a de ten tion camp, abo ut a camp or so met-
hing el se. The se are im por tant facts. That chan ges 
what we be li e ve to be the truth. That chan ges the 
way one per ce i ves an event. Sin gle min ded or re por-
ting wit ho ut pro per in for ma tion is very dan ge ro us. 
(Lji lja na Zu ro vac, Me dia Co un cil, BiH, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 
3rd 2009.)

When one spe aks abo ut a de fi ni tion of de ten tion 
lo ca ti ons, it is a very im por tant is sue and I ho pe 
that RE COM will be able to an swer all the se to pics 
we we re not able to agree on so far. (Ša ban Ibra ko-
vić, As so ci a tion of pri so ners of Ze ni ca-Do boj Can-
ton, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

Se ar ching for the mis sing must be free from 
po li tics.

I will tell you that the re a son I ha ve been most 
suc cessful and I ha ve the best per cen ta ge of fo und 
Serbs, Cro ats, and Bo sni aks on the ter ri tory of the 
gre a ter Brod mu ni ci pa lity is that I ha ve se pa ra ted 
myself from po li tics, po li ti ci ans, po li ti cal par ti es 
and so on. I still do the sa me thing to day. (Mar ko 
Gra bo vac, Se arch Or ga ni za tion of Re pu bli ka Srp-
ska ta sked with the re co very of mis sing and im pri-
so ned ve te rans and ci vi li ans of Re pu bli ka Srp ska 
– Se arch Or ga ni za tion of the Mu ni ci pa lity of Brod 
ta sked with the re co very of mis sing per sons from 
Brod, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

We do not know the exact num ber of the mis-
sing be ca u se so me mis sing per sons ha ve not 
been re por ted simply be ca u se the re is no one to 
re port them mis sing. 

It is not true that we ha ve esta blis hed a tho ro ugh 
re cord of the mis sing. A lot of pe o ple from all for mer 
Yugo slav re pu blics which we re en gul fed in war we re 
ne ver re por ted mis sing simply be ca u se the ir who le 
fa mi li es we re eit her kil led or mis sing and the re’s no 
one to se arch for them. And the re are al so dis lo ca ted 
pe o ple who li ve in dif fe rent co un tri es, ci ti es, and we 

don’t ha ve the ir fe ed back. (Mar ko Gra bo vac, Se arch 
Or ga ni za tion of Re pu bli ka Srp ska ta sked with the 
re co very of mis sing and im pri so ned ve te rans and 
ci vi li ans of Re pu bli ka Srp ska – Se arch Or ga ni za-
tion of the Mu ni ci pa lity of Brod ta sked with the 
re co very of mis sing per sons from Brod, BiH, Con-
sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, 
Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

Mu tual con fi den ce can only be re sto red if na ti o-
nal vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons re pre sent all vic tims.

If we want to be able to trust each ot her again, we 
ha ve to say that we are he re on be half of all vic tims 
and we don’t want to li sten to anyone who is able to 
spe ak for 2 ho urs and 15 mi nu tes abo ut his or her 
own fa mily mem bers wit ho ut on ce men ti o ning all 
vic tims of war. (Mar ko Gra bo vac, Se arch Or ga ni za-
tion of Re pu bli ka Srp ska ta sked with the re co very 
of mis sing and im pri so ned ve te rans and ci vi li ans 
of Re pu bli ka Srp ska – Se arch Or ga ni za tion of the 
Mu ni ci pa lity of Brod ta sked with the re co very of 
mis sing per sons from Brod, BiH, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 
3rd 2009.)

Se arch Or ga ni za tion of Re pu bli ka Srp ska 
ta sked with the re co very of mis sing and im pri-
so ned ve te rans and ci vi li ans of Re pu bli ka Srp-
ska is mo ni to ring the con sul ta ti ons pro cess 
be ca u se it wants to be su re that the Co a li tion 
acts on be half of all vic tims. 

We will mo ni tor many of your con sul ta ti ons. I was 
in struc ted by our Or ga ni za tion which is the lar gest 
of its kind on the ter ri tory of Re pu bli ka Srp ska (...) 
and which mo ni tors RE COM’s ac ti vity. If we ever 
no ti ce that the re are so me di vi si ons, that so me 
vic tims are put asi de, we will ne ver be mem bers of 
RE COM. (Mar ko Gra bo vac, Se arch Or ga ni za tion 
of Re pu bli ka Srp ska ta sked with the re co very of 
mis sing and im pri so ned ve te rans and ci vi li ans of 
Re pu bli ka Srp ska – Se arch Or ga ni za tion of the 
Mu ni ci pa lity of Brod ta sked with the re co very of 
mis sing per sons from Brod, BiH, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 
3rd 2009.)

RE COM sho uld stri ve to ma ke a dis tin ction 
bet we en tho se who is sued or ders to com mit 
war cri mes and tho se who ac tu ally com mit-
ted them. So me war cri mes per pe tra tors we re 
for ced by de ath thre ats to ca rry out the or ders 
they re ce i ved.
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We ha ve to do our best to ma ke su re RE COM is 
able to ma ke a dis tin ction bet we en tho se who is sued 
or ders to com mit war cri mes and tho se who car ried 
them out. Many of tho se who com mit ted war cri-
mes ne ver in ten ded to do such things, but they we re 
for ced to, be ca u se they we re in di re stra its and even 
thre a te ned by de ath. (Za hid Kre mić, Do boj Mu ni ci-
pa lity As so ci a tion of re fu ge es re tur ning ho me, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Do boj, 
BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

Vic tims need to be gu a ran teed se cu rity so that 
they can openly talk abo ut what hap pe ned to 
them.

If we want vic tims to co me for ward and tell the ir 
sto ri es wit ho ut hol ding anything back, we, the vic-
tims, need to be gu a ran teed se cu rity. (Za hid Kre-
mić, Do boj Mu ni ci pa lity As so ci a tion of re fu ge es 
re tur ning ho me, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

An apo logy co ming from tho se who vi o la ted 
hu man rights me ans a lot to vic tims.

And I re ce i ved an apo logy (...) the po li ce of fi cers who 
dro ve us out of our ho mes apo lo gi zed to us la ter be ca-
u se they he ard only the best abo ut me and my fa mily 
(...) Such a small ge stu re can mean a lot... (Fa ke ta 
Av dić, Mer ha met, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

For mer mem bers of sta te se cu rity in Do boj, 
who or de red cri mes to be com mit ted, are now 
hol ding po si ti ons in the go vern ment.

In Do boj mu ni ci pa lity, we ha ve tho se who wor ked 
for the sta te se cu rity and who or de red ot her pe o-
ple to com mit war cri mes (...) I know that for a 
fact be ca u se I was the re the who le ti me. So, tho se 
who or de red war cri mes, now hold po si ti ons in the 
go vern ment. We ha ve to stop that but first we need 
to pre sent the facts abo ut it. (Fa ke ta Av dić, Mer ha-
met, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

RE COM sho uld ma ke a list of all vic tims, the ir 
first and last na mes and the way they lost the ir 
li ves.

I think that 14 years af ter the end of the war wa ged 
on the ter ri tory of Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, the ti me 
has fi nally co me ... for all vic tims to be li sted by the ir 
first and last na mes. I think that sho uld be the main 

ro le of RE COM. If we can’t ha ve the exact facts abo-
ut per pe tra tors, we can at le ast ma ke a list of all 
pe o ple who lost the ir li ves and how. (La zar Bla go-
je vić, Ve te rans’ Or ga ni za tion of Re pu bli ka Srp ska, 
Ša mac Chap ter, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

We are (...) se ri o us pe o ple and as such we be ar a 
re spon si bi lity to list all vic tims and ma ke su re that 
tho se who not only pre tend to be our le a ders, but 
truly lead our co un try, no lon ger spe ak pu blicly wit-
ho ut pre sen ting exact facts and fi gu res, de pen ding 
on what su its them in a par ti cu lar si tu a tion. (La zar 
Bla go je vić, Ve te rans’ Or ga ni za tion of Re pu bli ka 
Srp ska, Ša mac Chap ter, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

In or der to re-esta blish mu tual con fi den ce and 
re ach re con ci li a tion, it is ne ces sary for each 
party in the con flict to con demn cri mes com-
mit ted by in di vi du als from the ir et hnic com-
mu nity. 

Dr. Ru zmir Ju su fo vić and his wi fe (...) stayed in 
Ša mac un der the Serb aut ho rity for the du ra tion of 
the war and I know for a fact that they had so me 
hard ti mes, just li ke Dr. Ha san Izet be go vić. He went 
to Sa ra je vo only af ter the end of the war. I am ready 
to spe ak abo ut inju sti ces in flic ted upon them. But, 
un til we are all able to con demn the cri mes (...) 
com mit ted by mem bers of our own et hnic gro ups, 
our own pe o ple, we will not be able to re con ci le. 
For as long as we con si der them he ro es in stead of 
cri mi nals, we will not be able to re con ci le and trust 
each ot her again. (La zar Bla go je vić, Ve te rans’ Or ga-
ni za tion of Re pu bli ka Srp ska, Ša mac Chap ter, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Do boj, 
BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

RE COM mem bers must be per sons able to 
de ve lop a rap port with vic tims so that the vic-
tims can spe ak openly.

I don’t know who de ci des (...) abo ut fu tu re mem bers 
of the se com mis si ons, but the se pe o ple must be able 
to gain the trust of a vic tim so that the vic tim can 
spe ak openly (...) the re we re dif fe rent mis si o na ri es 
over the ti me, so to spe ak, jo ur na lists and everything 
(...) and pe o ple ga ve the ir sta te ments but ne ver re ally 
got sa tis fac tion. Now they are slowly lo sing ho pe and 
pa ti en ce that they will ever get ju sti ce. (La zar Bla go-
je vić, Ve te rans’ Or ga ni za tion of Re pu bli ka Srp ska, 
Ša mac Chap ter, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)
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Vic tims do not li ke a se lec ti ve ap pro ach and 
they see RE COM as “the light at the end of a 
tun nel”.

I want to say that I, as a vic tim, don’t li ke the se lec-
ti ve ap pro ach and I see this RE COM as so me sort of 
a light (...) at the end of a tun nel, as an at tempt to 
chan ge that ap pro ach (...). To me, as a vic tim, that 
is the only ho pe. The co urts are po li ti cally mo ti va-
ted and that pre vents them from do ing the ir job. 
(Vla do Dra goj lo vić, As so ci a tion of de ten tion camp 
pri so ners and pri so ners of war, Mo dri ča, BiH, Con-
sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, 
Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

Vic tims don’t need a pic tu re of the war in BiH, 
they need ju sti ce and sa tis fac tion.

Vic tims don’t need a pic tu re of the war in Bo snia 
and Her ze go vi na. What they need is ju sti ce and per-
so nal sa tis fac tion. Vla do Dra goj lo vić, As so ci a tion 
of de ten tion camp pri so ners and pri so ners of war, 
Mo dri ča, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity, Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

Me dia outlets in BiH use ha te spe ech.

Un for tu na tely, in the last year or so we ha ve a dra-
stic dec li ne of the re por ting et hics in both print 
and elec tro nic me dia, espe ci ally in the print me dia. 
They re-in tro du ced ha te spe ech in to the me dia and 
we ha ve to fight it. (Lji lja na Zu ro vac, Me dia Co un-
cil, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

Me dia outlets sho uld be ‘bom bar ded’ with 
in for ma tion so that they re port abo ut con sul ta-
ti ons.

Your or ga ni za ti ons sho uld send an over whel ming 
amo unt of in for ma tion to dif fe rent me dia outlets, 
eit her to in vi te them to at tend such gat he rings or 
to send them press re le a ses be fo re or af ter they are 
fi nis hed. And to day, af ter this me e ting, you sho uld 
send a co u ple of sen ten ces abo ut the most im por tant 
things said he re to day to news agen ci es and me dia 
outlets. That is very im por tant. We can not wa it for 
the me dia to co me to us for in for ma tion. (Lji lja na 
Zu ro vac, Me dia Co un cil, BiH, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 
2009.)

Re se arch te ams sho uld con duct work in the 
fi eld, they sho uld vi sit every vil la ge, every ho u-

se and they sho uld find out how many mem bers 
each ho u se hold lost. 

In the co ur se of the cre a tion of this com mis sion, I 
think it is im por tant that re se arch te ams vi sit every 
vil la ge, every ho u se and esta blish exact in for ma-
tion abo ut hu man los ses and pre sent the se facts to 
a cen tral com mis sion which wo uld in turn re port to 
the re gi o nal com mis sion. (Re uf Mu staj ba šić, As so-
ci a tion of se ni or ci ti zens re tur ning to Do boj, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Do boj, 
BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to ha ve se ve ral of fi ces, but I wo uld 
re com mend that no ne is in Ba nja Lu ka or in Sa ra je-
vo (...). I think they wo uld be mo re pur po se ful if lo ca-
ted in smal ler pla ces (...) and even ha ve the cen tral 
of fi ce in a ha mlet. (Sne ža na Še šli ja, To Pe eR As so ci-
a tion, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.) 

RE COM of fi ces in BiH sho uld not be lo ca ted in 
Ba nja Lu ka or in Sa ra je vo. In stead, they sho uld 
be mo ved from pla ce to pla ce.

It wo uld not be a very good idea to ha ve two of fi ces, 
one in Ba nja Lu ka and the ot her one in Sa ra je vo 
be ca u se they wo uld im me di a tely split up (...). I think 
it wo uld be good to mo ve the ini ti a ti ve from one 
town to anot her. (Sne ža na Še šli ja, To Pe eR As so ci-
a tion, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.) 

The pro cess of col lec ting one mil lion sig na tu res 
must be ac com pa nied by ex ten si ve ex pla na ti ons 
of the go als of the RE COM ini ti a ti ve; ot her wi se 
it will ha ve no ef fect on the aut ho ri ti es. 

It is not go ing to be hard to col lect one mil lion sig na-
tu res (...). But just col lec ting the se sig na tu res wit ho ut 
a pro per ini ti a ti ve and a pro per un der stan ding of 
things will not be use ful and we will not be able to 
in flu en ce the aut ho ri ti es. (Sne ža na Še šli ja, To Pe eR 
As so ci a tion, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 3rd 2009.) 

Vic tims want the truth to be esta blis hed, to bring 
tho se re spon si ble for war cri mes to ju sti ce and 
get per so nal sa tis fac tion thro ugh re pa ra ti ons.

Vic tims only ha ve one in te rest – to esta blish the 
truth, to get per so nal sa tis fac tion thro ugh re pa ra ti-
ons, thro ugh non-pe cu ni ary da ma ges, and thro ugh 
esta blis hed cri mi nal re spon si bi lity of tho se who 
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im pri so ned them. In ot her words, to fi nally esta blish 
the truth abo ut what the things that hap pe ned in 
this re gion. (Ša ban Ibra ko vić, As so ci a tion of pri so-
ners of Ze ni ca-Do boj Can ton, BiH, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Do boj, BiH, Oc to ber 
3rd 2009.)

Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
wo men’s gro ups, wo men 
po li ti ci ans, ar tists, and 
jo ur na lists on the esta blis hment 
of RE COM 

Bel gra de, Ser bia 
Oc to ber 9th 2009

Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with wo men’s gro ups, 
wo men po li ti ci ans, ar tists, and jo ur na lists on the 
esta blis hment of RE COM in Ser bia was or ga ni zed 
by Wo men in Black. The gat he ring was at ten ded 
by 69 par ti ci pants, so me of whom we re ac ti vists of 
or ga ni za ti ons of fe ring as si stan ce to vic tims from 
Ser bia, vic tims’ fa mily mem bers, and mem bers of 
the in ter na ti o nal net work Wo men in Black from 
the re gion (Cro a tia, BiH, Mon te ne gro) and from 
the Mid dle East (Israel, Pa le sti nian ter ri tory), Gu a-
te ma la, and Swe den.

In tro duc tory spe ec hes we re ma de by Na ta ša Kan-
dić (Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter, Bel gra de, Ser bia) 
and Ma ri ja na To ma (Im pu nity Watch, Bel gra de 
Of fi ce), and the gat he ring was mo de ra ted by Sta ša 
Za je vić, Wo men in Black. E-new spa per re por ted 
abo ut the event.

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and re com men-
da tion of the par ti ci pants

Truth, re spon si bi lity, or re con ci li a tion can not 
be esta blis hed un til the ca u ses of the con flict 
and the ir con se qu en ces are cla ri fied.

If we want to find out the truth and if this re gi o nal 
com mis sion is a truth com mis sion, we must know 
that the truth is not just the facts. So, the facts wit-
ho ut a con text don’t mean anything, con text is what 
gi ves them me a ning and ex pla ins the chain of events 
le a ding to a cer tain event and tell us that both a vic-
tim of ge no ci de in Sre bre ni ca and a vic tim of NA TO 
bom bing are vic tims. That’s the who le po int. So, we 
can not esta blish the truth and re spon si bi lity, we 
can not ac hi e ve re con ci li a tion in the re gion wit ho-

ut un der stan ding the ca u ses and the con se qu en ces. 
(Bi lja na Ko va če vić-Vu čo, Lawyers Com mit tee for 
Hu man Rights, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul-
ta tion with wo men’s gro ups, wo men po li ti ci ans, 
ar tists, and jo ur na lists on the esta blis hment of 
RE COM, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Oc to ber 9th 2009.)

The ba sic need is to esta blish the facts be ca u se 
they re flect the con text and the ca u ses.

It is my per so nal be li ef that we need to start from 
esta blis hing the facts sin ce esta blis hing the ca u ses 
(that is an in se pa ra ble pro cess) be ca u se whi le we are 
esta blis hing the facts, we al so get a bet ter un der stan-
ding of the con text which help us fi gu re out the ca u-
ses. So me how, I think it is im por tant to start from 
what hap pe ned, whe re it hap pe ned, who was the re 
... and things li ke that. When we lo ok at what the 
pe o ple in the re gion went thro ugh, it is true that the 
facts ha ve ne ver been esta blis hed and that it led to 
cre a ting a num ber of myths and hel ped ma ni pu la te 
the vic tims over the years. Star ting with that, alt-
ho ugh it so unds li ke a mi ni ma li stic ap pro ach to the 
is sue ... we open up a spa ce for the con text to emer ge, 
hel ping us get a bet ter un der stan ding of why it all 
hap pe ned. (Mir ja na Stoj čić, Wo men in Black, Bel-
gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with wo men’s 
gro ups, wo men po li ti ci ans, ar tists, and jo ur na lists 
on the esta blis hment of RE COM, Bel gra de, Ser bia, 
Oc to ber 9th 2009.)

In di vi dual me mo ri es and pu blic he a ring of vic-
tims can ha ve a sin gle most im por tant in flu en ce 
for de ve lo ping new po li ci es of iden tity for the 
so ci e ti es in the Bal kans. 

In vi ew of that (...) I think that in si sting on pre ci-
se facts and in di vi dual me mo ri es, which are very 
pa in ful for us to li sten to, is very im por tant. When 
mot her Mej ra tal ked (...) it is very im por tant to 
he ar things li ke that, it is dif fi cult, but it is mo re 
aut hen tic than he a ring so me the o ri es ex pla i ning 
the ca u ses, the con se qu en ces (...) tho u sands or 
mil li ons – it is no lon ger im por tant. I think that 
re cor ding pu blic he a rings can be the most im por-
tant thing in cre a ting a new ba se for de ve lo ping 
new po li ci es iden tifying the so ci e ti es in the Bal-
kans. (Mi le na Dra gi će vić-Še šić, Fa culty of Dra ma 
Arts, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
wo men’s gro ups, wo men po li ti ci ans, ar tists, and 
jo ur na lists on the esta blis hment of RE COM, Bel-
gra de, Ser bia, Oc to ber 9th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld use le gal qu a li fi ca ti on of cri mes.
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In our wars, in the con flict, the dra stic vi o la ti ons 
we re ge no ci de, et hnic cle an sing, and cri mes aga-
inst hu ma nity. I think that it is very im por tant for 
RE COM to up hold le gal terms, the le gal qu a li fi ca-
ti on of cri mes. That gi ves us le gi ti macy and se ri o-
u sness be ca u se the se cri mes are re cog ni zed by the 
in ter na ti o nal hu ma ni ta rian and it is im por tant 
for RE COM to ke ep that le gal plat form. (Dra ga na 
Du lić, Fa culty of Se cu rity Stu di es, Bel gra de, Ser-
bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with wo men’s gro ups, 
wo men po li ti ci ans, ar tists, and jo ur na lists on the 
esta blis hment of RE COM, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Oc to-
ber 9th 2009.)

RE COM will col lect va lid facts that will of fer an 
op por tu nity for hi sto ri ans to de scri be the events 
from the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla via.

The com mis sion will un do ub tedly col lect a hu ge 
num ber of va lid facts re gar dless of who the mem-
bers of the com mis sion are. The se facts will help 
fu tu re hi sto ri ans ex pla in what hap pe ned du ring 
the con flict on the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo-
sla via. (Mi le na Dra gi će vić-Še šić, Fa culty of Dra ma 
Arts, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
wo men’s gro ups, wo men po li ti ci ans, ar tists, and 
jo ur na lists on the esta blis hment of RE COM, Bel-
gra de, Ser bia, Oc to ber 9th 2009.)

Mot hers of kil led chil dren can not ac cept that 
war cri mes per pe tra tors are gran ted am nesty in 
re turn for the ir te sti mony. Cri mi nals must be 
di stin gu is hed from the vic tims. 

If your child was kil led, ra ped, tor tu red and then kil-
led, your son or your da ug hter do esn’t mat ter, wo uld 
you be able to agree to am nesty im me di a tely? It is 
not that sim ple, we can’t be con fu sing the cri mi nals 
and the vic tims; they ha ve to be di stin gu is hed from 
the vic tims.(Mej ra Da u to vić, Wo men to Wo men, 
Bi hać, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with wo men’s 
gro ups, wo men po li ti ci ans, ar tists, and jo ur na lists 
on the esta blis hment of RE COM, Bel gra de, Ser bia, 
Oc to ber 9th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld in ve sti ga te the ro le of the 
church and ot her in sti tu ti ons.

The man da te (...) of the com mis sion sho uld in clu-
de in sti tu ti ons in stead of be ing li mi ted to the acts 
of in di vi du als. Per pe tra tors are just in di vi du als in 
the who le system (...). Is RE COM able to ini ti a te an 
in ve sti ga tion in to the ro le of in sti tu ti ons? It wo uldn’t 
be much of a hi story if we only deal with in di vi du als 

who com mit ted war cri mes, if we can not fi gu re out 
what was be hind the ir acts. The ro le of the church, 
too, of co ur se, sho uld be in ve sti ga ted, as well as the 
ro le of the school and all ot her aspects of our so ci-
ety. All po si ti ons in the sta te esta blis hment had 
the ir ro le in in sti ga ting ha tred and fu el ling the war. 
(Ne ven ka Ko stić, Wo men for Wo men, Le sko vac, 
Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with wo men’s gro ups, 
wo men po li ti ci ans, ar tists, and jo ur na lists on the 
esta blis hment of RE COM, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Oc to-
ber 9th 2009.) 

The com mis sion sho uld com pi le a list of all vic-
tims, in clu ding kil led sol di ers.
 
So, all kil led pe o ple, the mis sing, the per pe tra tors, 
and the sol di ers do ing mi li tary duty, who are con-
si de red su i ci dal by the ir own go vern ment, in fact, 
the re are all kil led in va ri o us ways. I think that the-
re is a list of so me 40 pe o ple and it sho uld be ma de 
pu blic. And al so a list of vic tims (...) and it is cle ar 
that Mi lo še vić and top mi li tary com man ders who 
are still ke e ping many sec rets and hi ding war cri mes 
per pe tra tors are to be bla med for all of this. (Žan ka 
Sto ja no vić from Bel gra de, mot her of young man kil-
led in the RTS bu il ding du ring the NA TO bom bard-
ment, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with wo men’s 
gro ups, wo men po li ti ci ans, ar tists, and jo ur na lists 
on the esta blis hment of RE COM, Bel gra de, Ser bia, 
Oc to ber 9th 2009.)

RE COM can help bu ild a cul tu re of re spect for 
ot her vic tims and al so as sist ci vi lian vic tims 
ob tain just re pa ra ti ons.

Me mo ri als are only bu ilt for the vic tims from na ti-
o nal ma jo ri ti es. Laws and re pa ra ti ons fa vo ur for-
mer fig hters over ci vi lian vic tims. All post-Yugo slav 
sta tes ha ve the ir own so lu ti ons for hu man rights 
vi o la ti ons but it is ne ces sary to co me up with a re gi-
o nal re spon se to this pro blem and I be li e ve that’s 
RE COM. (Ta ma ra Ka li ter na, Wo men in Black, Bel-
gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with wo men’s 
gro ups, wo men po li ti ci ans, ar tists, and jo ur na lists 
on the esta blis hment of RE COM, Bel gra de, Ser bia, 
Oc to ber 9th 2009.)

Vic tims sho uld be ap pro ac hed ca re fully with the 
help of dif fe rent ex perts.

When the re is so much suf fe ring aro und us, I’m not 
even su re how to han dle it wit ho ut a sig ni fi cant sup-
port (...). We sho uld ha ve psycho lo gists in clu ded, a 
lot of psychi a trists, and le gal sup port, too. And (...) 
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the re sho uld be a chan nel on all TV sta ti ons fe a tu-
ring vic tims’ te sti mo ni es, fa mi li es who suf fe red ra pe 
and all ot her sorts of cri me to get a hold of the ir li fe. 
(Men su ra Lu la Mi ki jelj, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
wo men’s gro ups, wo men po li ti ci ans, ar tists, and 
jo ur na lists on the esta blis hment of RE COM, Bel-
gra de, Ser bia, Oc to ber 9th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to se cu re se ri o us me dia stra te gi-
es in or der for RE COM to be suc cessful.

A pro per mar ke ting and me dia stra tegy is ne e ded 
for this kind of pro ject. (Na sta sja Ra do vić, Re pu blic 
(monthly new spa per), Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with wo men’s gro ups, wo men po li ti ci ans, ar tists, 
and jo ur na lists on the esta blis hment of RE COM, 
Bel gra de, Ser bia, Oc to ber 9th 2009.)

Vic tims’ he a rings will ha ve an im pact only if 
they are aired on all TV sta ti ons at the sa me 
ti me. Vic tims must be in for med abo ut the way 
the ir sta te ments are go ing to be used.

The re sho uld be one chan nel airing all the ti me 
vic tims’ te sti mo ni es (...) or va ri o us chan nels airing 
the he a rings of vic tims at the sa me ti me. (Men su ra 
Lu la Mi ki jelj, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with wo men’s 
gro ups, wo men po li ti ci ans, ar tists, and jo ur na lists 
on the esta blis hment of RE COM, Bel gra de, Ser bia, 
Oc to ber 9th 2009.)

The qu e sti on is how to ma ke su re that vic tims can 
ta ke part in the pro cess af ter they ha ve te sti fied (...) 
so that they can con trol the con tri bu tion they ha ve 
ma de (...). Are they go ing to be in for med pro perly 
abo ut the way the ir te sti mony will be used? (Iva na 
Vi tas, Wo men in Black, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with wo men’s gro ups, wo men po li ti ci-
ans, ar tists, and jo ur na lists on the esta blis hment of 
RE COM, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Oc to ber 9th 2009.)

Non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons and vic tims’ 
as so ci a ti ons sho uld pre pa re a ti mely plan for 
the im ple men ta tion of the con clu si ons of the 
com mis sion. The best so lu tion for that is a jo int 
ef fort be fo re and af ter the cre a tion of the com-
mis sion, as well as af ter the adop tion of the 
re port.

I be li e ve that the re is a need to work to get her all 
the ti me, in the pro cess pre ce ding the cre a tion of 
the com mis sion and du ring its ope ra tion, and espe-
ci ally on ce the re port and the sug ge sti ons of the 
com mis sion are adop ted. This is whe re we fa i led in 

Gu a te ma la. We did not ha ve a cle ar stra tegy what 
to do with the re port and everything re ma i ned in 
the hands of the go vern ment which was not wil ling 
to ac cept re spon si bi lity. It is very im por tant to ha ve 
a plan of im ple men ta tion of the con clu si ons of the 
com mis sion in pla ce. (Ro sa li na Tuyuc Ve la squ ez, 
Con ga vi na, Gu a te ma la, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
wo men’s gro ups, wo men po li ti ci ans, ar tists, and 
jo ur na lists on the esta blis hment of RE COM, Bel-
gra de, Ser bia, Oc to ber 9th 2009.) 

Non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons sho uld de ve-
lop a mem ber no mi na tion stra tegy. Par li a ments 
in the re gion sho uld elect mem bers of the com-
mis sion.

We ha ve to de ve lop a mem ber no mi na tion stra tegy 
to be ready when the ti me co mes. It sho uld be do ne 
by our re spec ti ve par li a ments or the pre si dent. It 
will be easi er to in flu en ce it if the pre si dent do es it 
(...). It de pends of co ur se on who the pre si dent is. I 
think it is very im por tant to ha ve a uni fied opi nion 
on this for the en ti re re gion so that the sug ge stion 
go es thro ugh all par li a ments in the re gion. This is 
much bet ter. (Ra da Bo rić, Cen ter for Wo men’s Stu-
di es, Za greb, Cro a tia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
wo men’s gro ups, wo men po li ti ci ans, ar tists, and 
jo ur na lists on the esta blis hment of RE COM, Bel-
gra de, Ser bia, Oc to ber 9th 2009.)

The man da te of the com mis sion sho uld be a 
re sult of a com pro mi se, but ci vil so ci ety sho uld 
not be afraid to exert pres su re on the go vern-
ments to form the com mis sion in ac cor dan ce 
with the ci vil so ci ety ini ti a ti ve. 

It is cu sto mary to ma ke many com pro mi ses in the 
pro cess of de ter mi ning the man da te of the com-
mis sion. Ci vil so ci ety (...) only co mes up with so me 
pro po sals abo ut the man da te of the com mis sion and 
then the go vern ment de ci des be ca u se the go vern-
ment has the po wer to cre a te the com mis sion. The 
thing is that ci vil so ci ety sho uld not be afraid to 
exert pres su re on the go vern ment (...). Ri di cu lo us 
things ha ve hap pe ned in ca ses when the go vern ment 
re fu sed to ac com mo da te the de mands of the ci vil 
so ci ety (...). Ci vil so ci ety can bring a lot of vic tims 
in to the who le story (...) and it is im por tant that 
the most im por tant facts abo ut the vic tims and the 
event must be en te red in to the re port. (Ma ri ja na 
To ma, Im pu nity Watch, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with wo men’s gro ups, wo men po li ti ci-
ans, ar tists, and jo ur na lists on the esta blis hment of 
RE COM, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Oc to ber 9th 2009.)
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RE COM sho uld in ve sti ga te the plight of the Ro ma 
pe o ple which has been un do cu men ted so far.

RE COM sho uld find out the facts abo ut the plight of 
the Ro ma po pu la tion, the num ber of Ro ma wo men 
who we re ra ped or kil led. Many Ro ma pe o ple lost 
the ir li ves in this war, espe ci ally in ru ral are as. 
We only star ted in ve sti ga ting the suf fe ring of ru ral 
wo men in Ser bia and RE COM sho uld be able to help 
with that. (So nja Pro da no vić, Wo men in Black, Bel-
gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with wo men’s 
gro ups, wo men po li ti ci ans, ar tists, and jo ur na lists 
on the esta blis hment of RE COM, Bel gra de, Ser bia, 
Oc to ber 9th 2009.)

RE COM’s ide as are ra ti o nal, but in suf fi ci ent for 
a fe mi nist ap pro ach.

The se ide as are qu i te ra ti o nal, but not suf fi ci ent 
for a fe mi nist ap pro ach. And as I just ex pla i ned, 
ju sti ce is as im por tant as it is im por tant for us to 
ta ke ca re of each ot her. (Le pa Mla đe no vić, Auto no-
mo us Wo men’s Cen ter, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with wo men’s gro ups, wo men po li ti ci-
ans, ar tists, and jo ur na lists on the esta blis hment of 
RE COM, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Oc to ber 9th 2009.)

Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity 

Ca zin Bo snia and Her ze go vi na
Oc to ber 10th 2009
 
The con sul ta tion was or ga ni zed by “Iz vor“ As so ci-
a tion of Wo men from Pri je dor (Pri je dor, BiH) and 
was at ten ded by 30 re pre sen ta ti ves of as so ci a ti ons 
of the fa mi li es of the mis sing, re pre sen ta ti ves of 
the as so ci a tion of for mer de ten tion camp in ma-
tes, the as so ci a tion of the blind, non-go vern men tal 
or ga ni za ti ons, so cial work cen tres, jo ur na lists, and 
ot hers. Spe a kers we re Bog dan Iva ni še vić (In ter na-
ti o nal Cen tre for Tran si ti o nal Ju sti ce) and Dra gan 
Po po vić (Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen tre, Ser bia). The 
de ba te was mo de ra ted by Ve hid Še hić (Ci ti zens’ of 
Tu zla Fo rum, Tu zla, BiH). RTRS, FTV, and BHTV1 
re por ted on the con sul ta tion. 

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons

As so ci a tion of for mer de ten tion camp in ma tes 
wants a cle ar vi sion of the ini ti a ti ve and its ro le 

in the pro cess and with re spect to RE COM.

The As so ci a tion of for mer de ten tion camp in ma tes 
(...) what is our ro le? What are we ex pec ted to con-
tri bu te or not? How can we do it? [On ce we know 
that] we will be he re for this pro ject and we will ta ke 
part in it (...) We need to ha ve a cle ar vi sion, our ro le 
in the en ti re pro cess, we con si der our sel ves a very 
com pe tent and re le vant or ga ni za tion and we be li e-
ve we can ta ke an ac ti ve part in any pro cess, but we 
need to un der stand cle arly what are as sig nments 
are, what are du ti es and obli ga ti ons are. (Mu rat 
Ta hi ro vić, As so ci a tion of For mer De ten tion Camp 
In ma tes, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

Ex cept for the Com mis sion for Sre bre ni ca, ot her 
truth com mis si ons ha ve not had any re sults. The-
re is a di lem ma whet her the na me ‘com mis sion’ 
will in flu en ce RE COM’s work or will it in the end 
only de pend on the work of its mem bers.

A sta te sman said a long ti me ago that if you don’t 
want a job to be do ne you sho uld form a com-
mis sion (...). I am afraid that we are go ing to end 
up with no re sults. Let’s at le ast chan ge the na me, 
let’s not call it a com mis sion. We are all awa re of 
the fact that not a sin gle com mis sion ever, in any 
fi eld, had any sig ni fi cant re sults. In this broc hu re 
we ha ve he re, we can read abo ut fo ur or fi ve com-
mis si ons which we re for med shortly af ter the war, 
the Com mis sion for Sre bre ni ca, the com mis sion for 
Sa ra je vo, the Com mis sion for the Av do Pa lić ca se, 
and the Com mis sion for Bi je lji na. Only the Com-
mis sion for Sre bre ni ca did a lot and yiel ded many 
va lu a ble re sults but only af ter it star ted the se cond 
ti me aro und (...). The Com mis sion for Sa ra je vo 
ne ver did anything worth men ti o ning, just li ke the 
Com mis sion for the Av do Pa lić ca se, and the Com-
mis sion for Bi je lji na. (Mir sad Du ra to vić, As so ci a-
tion of De ten tion Camp In ma tes, Pri je dor ’92, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, 
Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

All the se ear li er com mis si ons, they did not fail 
be ca u se of the ir na me, they fa i led be ca u se the ir 
mem bers did not want to di sclo se the truth. I don’t 
mind the RE COM na me, but at le ast we sho uld 
try to staff it with com pe tent pe o ple. (Be ha Ša ćir, 
So cial Work Cen tre, Ve li ka Kla du ša, BiH, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 
10th 2009.)

The Co a li tion for RE COM and vic tims as so-
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ci a ti ons must be en ti tled to check in di vi du als 
be fo re they are no mi na ted by par li a ments to be 
mem bers of the com mis sion.

I think that RE COM sho uld ma ke re com men da ti-
ons be fo re in di vi du als are no mi na ted and that all 
tho se no mi na ted must ha ve the ir bac kgro und checks 
per for med by eit her the Bo ard of the Co a li tion for 
RE COM or by the fa mi li es of the vic tims... It is cle ar 
that the par li a ments must adopt a de ci sion to form 
this com mis sion and no mi na te its mem bers, but we 
sho uld ma ke su re that no one is no mi na ted be fo re 
the ir bac kgro und is chec ked. (Mir sad Du ra to vić, 
As so ci a tion of De ten tion Camp In ma tes, Pri je dor 
’92, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

The re are many vic tims who still ha ven’t gi ven 
the ir sta te ments to pro se cu to rial of fi ces.

I per so nally spo ke to Mr. Ba ra ša nin [Mi lo rad Ba ra-
ša nin, Pro se cu tor-in-Chi ef of BiH] on the pho ne and 
I asked him to send me a SI PA re pre sen ta ti ve [Sta te 
In ve sti ga tion and Pro tec tion Agency] be ca u se no 
one has sent me a SI PA re pre sen ta ti ve sin ce 1995, 
to ta ke my sta te ment, so that I can tell in my own 
words what I know, and I ha ve qu i te a fi le abo ut war 
cri mes com mit ted in BiH. (Me do Gra ho vić, for mer 
de ten tion camp in ma te in a camp con trol led by the 
Na ti o nal De fen ce of We stern Bo snia, BiH, Con sul-
ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, Oc to-
ber 10th 2009.)

Mem bers of the com mis sion sho uld be vic tims, 
but al so in tel lec tu als and ac ti vists in vol ved 
with or ga ni za ti ons that advo ca te to le ran ce and 
re con ci li a tion among com mu ni ti es.

I think that the com mis sion sho uldn’t only be 
ma de of mem bers of vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons. They 
are mo re than wel co me, of co ur se, and they sho uld 
by all me ans be No. 1 in the who le pro cess. But, if 
we don’t ha ve mem bers from va ri o us ot her as so-
ci a ti ons I’m afraid the com mis sion will turn in to 
so met hing si mi lar to a sta te par li a ment or go vern-
ment. So, three con tra dic ting si des and it’s ne ver 
en ding story. The com mis sion ne eds in tel lec tu als 
(...). I al so think that as so ci a ti ons pro mo ting esta-
blis hing and sup por ting to le ran ce and re con ci-
li a tion sho uld al so be in clu ded (...) which may 
gi ve mo re ob jec ti vity to the com mis sion. (Še fi ka 
Mu ra ta gić, As so ci a tion Key to the Fu tu re, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, 
BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

One of the go als of the com mis sion sho uld be 
to esta blish to le ran ce and pro mo te re con ci li a-
tion bet we en com mu ni ti es.

One of the man da tes of the com mis sion sho uld be 
to con tri bu te to the pro cess of re con ci li a tion and 
to le ran ce (...). The re are pe o ple who re gu larly at tend 
such gat he rings but if re con ci li a tion is men ti o ned as 
a goal, they strongly ob ject to it. I don’t un der stand 
it. Do you want us to li ve li ke sa va ge war ring tri bes 
for the next 100 years? Is it fi nally the ti me to start 
thin king abo ut our chil dren and the ir fu tu re in this 
re gion. (Še fi ka Mu ra ta gić, As so ci a tion Key to the 
Fu tu re, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity, Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

Am nesty or par don gran ting sho uld not be part 
of the man da te of this com mis sion. The re is a 
di lem ma whet her RE COM sho uld be al lo wed 
to gi ve re com men da ti ons to co urts for sen ten ce 
re duc tion for tho se ac cu sed who te sti fied be fo-
re the com mis sion abo ut the war cri mes they 
com mit ted.

Ho we ver, I think that RE COM sho uld not be al lo wed 
to grant am nesty or par don. I re ally think it sho-
uldn’t be in its man da te. (Še fi ka Mu ra ta gić, As so ci-
a tion Key to the Fu tu re, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

If not gran ting am nesty, we ha ve le a ned to wards 
sen ten ce re duc tion, (...) which wo uld con sti tu te an 
in stru ment for mo re ef fi ci ent work of the com mis-
sion in esta blis hing the truth. But I per so nally wo uld 
use a road less tra vel led if it me ant ma king su re 
that per pe tra tors don’t get any sen ten ce mi ti ga tion. 
(Be ha Ša ćir, So cial Work Cen tre, Ve li ka Kla du-
ša, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

I ha ve al ways been aga inst am nesty as a tool. We 
are not tal king abo ut a cri me he re, we are tal king 
abo ut a war cri me (...) which is not su bject to sta tu-
te of li mi ta ti ons and I am su re that every co urt will 
con si der it a mi ti ga ting cir cum stan ce for an ac cu sed 
that hel ped this kind of pro cess. It is the obli ga tion 
of the co urt. That sho uld in flu en ce the sen ten cing 
pro cess and af fect the se ve rity of the sen ten ce. I don’t 
know if it is such a good idea for the com mis sion 
to co me for ward and tell the co urt that so me o ne’s 
sen ten ces sho uld be re du ced by this or that much. 
But the co urt is de fi ni tely obli ged to ta ke such things 
in to con si de ra tion when de ter mi ning the sen ten ce. 
(Ve hid Še hić, Ci ti zens’ of Tu zla Fo rum, BiH, Con-
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sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, 
Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

The ot her way the co urts are do ing it is qu i te hu mi-
li a ting, of fen si ve, and in hu man for the vic tims – 
when co urts use the set tle ment pro ce du re to ob tain 
in for ma tion from pe o ple ac cu sed of com mit ting 
war cri mes (...). That is a mor bid bar ga i ning bu si-
ness to let the pe o ple who com mit ted hi de o us cri-
mes get away with les ser sen ten ces. I don’t sup port 
anything li ke that and I be li e ve that co urts sho uld 
sen ten ce the ac cu sed ta king in to the con si de ra tion 
the cri me they com mit ted only. (Amir Ta lić, jo ur-
na list, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

The com mis sion sho uld help co urts in the 
re gion find wit nes ses.

We all know that it is very dif fi cult for co urts to find 
re li a ble wit nes ses. That is a pro blem for the Bo snia 
and Her ze go vi na Co urt, too. So, it wo uld be very 
use ful if the com mis sion, whi le se ar ching for va lid 
facts, can help the BiH Co urt ob tain re le vant te sti-
mo ni es (...). I agree that the com mis sion is de a ling 
with fact-esta blis hing and that it can only of fer the-
se facts to the BiH co urt, only the facts (...). But it is 
the facts that the com mis sion will esta blish that can 
help the co urt in BiH and ot her co urts in the re gion 
find the truth easi er. (Še fi ka Mu ra ta gić, As so ci a tion 
Key to the Fu tu re, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

The re is an adop ted prac ti ce of paying for in for-
ma tion abo ut mass gra ves. The re are so me sug ge-
sti ons that it wo uld be a good idea to form pu blic 
funds for di sco ve ring mass gra ve lo ca ti ons.

Let me just say that I as si sted an in ve sti ga tor in fin-
ding a mass gra ve in Ke vlja nji. That is the lar gest 
mass gra ve di sco ve red in the Pri je dor area. We had 
to pay 300 KM for in for ma tion abo ut it ... So, for 
only 300 KM we we re able to ob tain in for ma tion 
and a map of the lo ca tion of the mass gra ve (...). This 
exam ple alo ne sho uld tell us that we need to ha ve a 
pu blic fund for di sco ve ring mass gra ves lo ca ti ons. 
(Amir Ta lić, jo ur na list, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

Pu blic te sti mony of vic tims will help us find out 
what hap pe ned to ot hers. 

All of us he re, espe ci ally the pe o ple from Pri je dor, 
know what hap pe ned in Pri je dor (...). Last ti me I 

said that many things, and you sho uld be li e ve me, 
we re unk nown to me un til I star ted co ming to the se 
gat he rings and li ste ning to vic tims. I li sten to Sud-
bin, this young boy sit ting next to me, talk abo ut 
the things that hap pe ned to him. I can’t even co unt 
the num ber of ti mes I watched that CD. And to 
tell you ho nestly, his te sti mony and everything he 
said, un for tu na tely, everything he sur vi ved, gi ves me 
ho pe that we can find the truth abo ut everything 
that hap pe ned. (Zdrav ko Kra vi ca, Re pu blic Or ga-
ni za tion of the Fa mi li es of Im pri so ned and Kil led 
Ve te rans and Mis sing Ci vi li ans of Re pu bli ka Srp ska, 
Pri je dor Cham ber, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld ha ve the right to in vi te re pre-
sen ta ti ves of the in ter na ti o nal com mu nity to 
te stify be fo re the com mis sion be ca u se that can 
help esta blish the po li ti cal con text of the war on 
the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla via. 

We ha ve the truth of the in ter na ti o nal com mu nity 
which wit nes sed everything that hap pe ned. I de li-
be ra tely men ti o ned the in ter na ti o nal com mu nity 
be ca u se they in deed wit nes sed the events un fol-
ding on the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla via, and 
the ro le of each wit ness is to tell the truth. And if 
they ta ke part in the in ve sti ga tion con duc ted by 
RE COM, they may help esta blish so me facts which 
are very im por tant for the cre a tion of a hi sto ri cal 
and po li ti cal con text of the events of the 1990s. 
(Amir Ku la glić from Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 
10th 2009.)

Facts are da tes, pe o ple, pla ces – all that can 
help us un der stand that cri mes we re com mit ted 
aga inst ot her pe o ple as well. 

Why is it im por tant to esta blish facts and not the 
truth? Be ca u se physi cal evi den ce and facts in spi re 
our per so nal un der stan ding of truth. But they al so 
con tri bu te to le ar ning abo ut the cri mes com mit ted 
aga inst ot hers (...). So, it is im por tant to esta blish the 
facts and not the truth be ca u se truth is a su bjec ti ve 
fe e ling whe re as facts are ma te rial, they are ob jec ti ve 
(...). Tho se are the na mes of pe o ple. Tho se are the 
da tes. (Amir Ku la glić from Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Con-
sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, 
Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

The com mis sion sho uld ve rify in for ma tion on 
vic tims kept on fi le by vic tim as so ci a ti ons and 
non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons.
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Mr. Ta hi ro vić [pre si dent of the As so ci a tion of For-
mer De ten tion Camp In ma tes of BiH] said that 
his as so ci a tion has al ready be co me fa mi li ar with 
a num ber of mass gra ves, mass gra ve lo ca ti ons, 
de ten tion camps, etc. and that the com mis sion 
sho uld de fi ni tely set up a ve ri fi ca tion pro ce du re in 
pla ce to do u ble-check the da ta col lec ted so far. If 
the Re se arch and Do cu men ta tion Cen ter, Sa ra je vo 
[RDC] esta blis hed the list and if Iz vor [As so ci a tion 
of Wo men from Pri je dor] esta blis hed the list of mis-
sing per sons, it me ans that this com mis sion sho uld 
ve rify that. (Amir Ku la glić from Sre bre ni ca, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, 
BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

We need to stop tal king abo ut “our” and “the-
ir” vic tims: the en ti re con cept sho uld be mo ved 
from a po li ti cal to an et hi cal fi eld.

We sho uld use or ga ni za ti ons and gat he rings li ke this 
one (...) to try to re ach a con sen sus on the con cept of 
vic tims and to eli mi na te di scus sion of our and the ir 
vic tims. We need to be able to cross that brid ge and 
start di scus sion abo ut vic tims in an et hi cal and pro-
fes si o nal way rat her than in a po li ti cal way. (Be sad 
Ha džić, psychi a trist from Ključ, BiH, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 
10th 2009.)

Pro fes si o na lism and mo ra lity is su es sho uld be 
the pre va i ling cri te ria in se lec ting mem bers of 
the com mis sion.

It is mo re than ob vi o us that as soon as RE COM 
be co mes fun cti o nal, po li ti ci ans are go ing to try 
to push the ir pe o ple in. It is very dif fi cult be ing 
apo li ti cal, even mo re dif fi cult be ing li be ral and 
talk abo ut things. That’s co u ra ge. In our part 
of the world, just be ing nor mal ta kes co u ra ge. 
Let me tell you so met hing – pe o ple who spend a 
lot of ti me wor king with vic tims, if they are not 
re gu larly su per vi sed and de bri e fed, they them-
sel ves be co me con ta mi na ted and the ir thin king 
be co mes sha ped by pa ra digms, just li ke the 
thin king of the vic tims they are de a ling with. It 
is im por tant that tho se pe o ple are ar med with 
pro fes si o na lism and a high stan dard of mo ra-
lity. Be sad Ha džić, psychi a trist from Ključ, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, 
BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

Re li gi o us com mu ni ti es ha ve spread in to le ran ce 
bet we en com mu ni ti es in Bo snia and Her ze go vi-
na over the years.

Re li gi o us com mu ni ti es, al so, which are an im por-
tant part of our so ci e ti es, ha ve spread na ti o nal 
in to le ran ce over the years espe ci ally in Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na. (Sa fet Mu ra to vić, The Key to the 
Fu tu re, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity, Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld ha ve bet we en 20 and 25 com-
mis sa ri es.

The re sho uld not be too many or too few com mis-
sa ri es. I per so nally think that it is ideal to ha ve 
bet we en 20 and 25 mem bers of the com mis sion. 
But we can not ha ve the sa me num ber of mem bers 
from Mon te ne gro, Ser bia, Ko so vo, Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na, or Cro a tia, but the num ber must 
de pend on the num ber of vic tims from each of 
the se for mer re pu blics. For exam ple, Mon te ne-
gro and Bo snia and Her ze go vi na can not ha ve the 
sa me num ber be ca u se com pa red to BiH, Mon te-
ne gro only had a small num ber of vic tims. (Amir 
Ku la glić from Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 10th 
2009.)

The Re gi o nal Com mis sion sho uld ha ve of fi ces 
in all sta tes in the re gion and they sho uld be 
aided by non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons in 
col lec ting sta te ments of vic tims and wit nes ses. 

I agree that the Re gi o nal Com mis sion sho uld be one 
body, but it sho uld ha ve of fi ces in all of the sta tes 
af fec ted by re cent wars and the se of fi ces sho uld be 
able to sup port sig ni fi cantly the work of the Com-
mis sion. Ha ving said that, let me just say that I 
strongly be li e ve that the non-go vern men tal sec tor 
and va ri o us or ga ni za ti ons and as so ci a ti ons sho uld 
aid the se of fi ces in the ir ef forts to col lect sta te ments 
from vic tims and wit nes ses, to col lect physi cal evi-
den ce, do cu ments, etc. (Amir Ku la glić from Sre bre-
ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

The com mis sion sho uld in ve sti ga te kil lings, 
per se cu tion, ra pes, and tor tu re and de ten tion 
camps.

We tal ked he re abo ut war cri mes and ot her se ri o us 
hu man rights vi o la ti ons. But, what are re ally the se 
ot her se ri o us hu man rights vi o la ti ons... First of all 
kil lings, then per se cu tion, ra pe cri mes, and fi nally 
tor tu re in de ten tion camps. (Amir Ku la glić from 
Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)
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The re port of RE COM sho uld ha ve a hi sto ri cal 
con text (pre pa ra tion of cri mes), a re gi ster of pla-
ces of suf fe ring and a com ple te list of vic tims.

The re port which wo uld be con duc ted by the com-
mis sion, in my opi nion, sho uld ha ve three parts (...). 
The first seg ment must be a po li ti cal/hi sto ri cal con-
text as a fo un da tion. That part sho uld help us get a 
bet ter pic tu re of the ro le of re li gi o us com mu ni ti es, 
me dia, and so on. Be ca u se what they did pre ce ded 
the cri me it self. That was an in tro duc tory sta ge (...). 
The se cond part of the re port must re fer to, I’d say, 
dif fe rent met hods and forms of com mit ting cri mes. 
And the third part [wo uld be] a list of vic tims. 
(Amir Ku la glić from Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 
10th 2009.)

So cial work cen tres sho uld be in clu ded in the 
con sul ta tion pro cess be ca u se vic tims and war 
in va lids exer ci se the ir rights thro ugh the se 
in sti tu ti ons. 

So me of our cli ents are vic tims. Ci vi lian vic tims of 
war, no-war in va lids who exer ci se the ir rights thro-
ugh the se cen tres so I tho ught that maybe we sho uld 
or ga ni ze a me e ting li ke this with so cial work cen tres 
di rec tors or re pre sen ta ti ves to get her with re pre sen-
ta ti ves of the mi ni stri es fun ding the se cen tres be ca u-
se we are fig hting for the be ne fit of the vic tims, or the 
fi nan cial sup port they re ce i ve thro ugh the se so cial 
work cen tres. (Be ha Ša ćir, So cial Work Cen tre, Ve li-
ka Kla du ša, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

We need the truth in or der to of fer bet ter edu ca-
tion and be ca u se of the need to wri te a new chap-
ter in our hi story ba sed on esta blis hed facts. 

Our chil dren are be ing short-chan ged on the ir edu-
ca tion be ca u se we ha ve no pro per school text bo oks 
and God only knows when we will be able to ha ve 
them if we con ti nue li ke this. We need to find the 
truth and put to get her dif fe rent truths we co me up 
with and then we need to put to get her an ex pert 
te am to wri te a real hi story bo ok. It is hard to say 
when that will hap pen. (Be ha Ša ćir, So cial Work 
Cen tre, Ve li ka Kla du ša, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld re gain the trust of vic tims that 
the ir te sti mo ni es are go ing to be put to good use. 
Pe o ple don’t want to talk (...). It is very dif fi cult to 
gain the trust of vic tims to tell you abo ut the ir suf-

fe ring (...). Be ca u se I am a vic tim and I know what 
it me ans to tell the truth. Do you un der stand that? 
Every ti me you talk abo ut it you go thro ugh the sa me 
hor ror again and you suf fer all over again (...). It is 
very sim ple, pe o ple get lost af ter gi ving the ir sta te-
ments so many ti mes all over again and fi nally they 
say “what’s the po int?” (...) and they gi ve it all up. I 
think that this or ga ni za tion may ac tu ally be so me 
kind of a gu i de li ne or a way to con vin ce the vic tims 
to start be li e ving again that the sta te ment they gi ve 
will ser ve a good pur po se. (Ber na da Ju kić-Kli čić, 
So cial Work Cen ter in Bo san ski Pe tro vac, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ca zin, BiH, 
Oc to ber 10th 2009.)

Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
re li gi o us com mu ni ti es on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM 

Za greb, Cro a tia 
Oc to ber 16th 2009

The na ti o nal con sul ta tion with mem bers of re li gi o-
us com mu ni ti es and the ir le a ders was or ga ni zed by 
Cen ter for Pe a ce, Non-vi o len ce, and Hu man Rights, 
Osi jek (Cro a tia) and Do cu men ta, Za greb (Cro a tia). 
The gat he ring was at ten ded by 47 par ti ci pants, 
mem bers of re li gi o us com mu ni ti es and the ir le a ders, 
re pre sen ta ti ves of non-go vern men tal hu man rights 
or ga ni za ti ons, jo ur na lists, as well as se ve ral per sons 
mo ni to ring the event on be half of the OSCE, ICTY, 
De le ga tion of the Euro pean Union in the Re pu blic 
of Cro a tia, re pre sen ta ti ves of the Austra lian, Dutch, 
and Ca na dian em bas si es in Cro a tia. Spe a kers we re 
Ke vin Dow ling (bis hop from Ru sten burg, So uth 
Afri ca), Ve sna Ter še lič (Do cu men ta, Cro a tia), Na ta-
ša Kan dić (Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter, Ser bia), and 
Ivan No vo sel (Le ga lis, Cro a tia). The gat he ring was 
mo de ra ted by Ka ta ri na Kru ho nja (Cen ter for Pe a ce, 
Non-vi o len ce, and Hu man Rights, Osi jek, Cro a tia). 
HRT, No vi List, No vo sti daily, and H-al ter re por ted 
abo ut the event. 

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of the par ti ci pants

Chri sti ans must al ways si de with vic tims. Vic-
tims can help our so ci e ti es heal and eli mi na te 
evil among us.

As a mem ber of the St. Fran cis or der, as a Chri-
stian, I be li e ve that it is ab so lu tely ne ces sary to 
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si de with vic tims. Un for tu na tely, we all ha ve vic-
tims that no body wants. But now that we do ha ve 
them, I think that (...) they are the most va lu a ble 
mem bers of the so ci ety be ca u se they hold the key to 
mo ving our so ci e ti es and com mu ni ti es for ward to 
new re la ti ons. They can help heal so ci ety; they can 
help pur ge our me mory (...). And we ha ve to be the re 
for them every step of the way. We ha ve to cre a te a 
fa vo u ra ble en vi ron ment for vic tims to be able, first 
of all, be ar the ir tra gedy, and se condly, to re ach the 
pri mary Chri stian goal (...) which is to use the ir will 
and the ir free cho i ce and stop the spi ral of evil. (Fra 
Mi jo Džo lan, the Fran ci scan In sti tu te for the Cul-
tu re of Pe a ce, Split, Cro a tia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with re li gi o us com mu ni ti es on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Za greb, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 16th 2009.) 

The re gi o nal ap pro ach ena bles us to eli mi na-
te in ter pre ta ti ons which are be ing used by the 
exi sting po li ti cal so lu ti ons most pe o ple are not 
sa tis fied with. 

Re gar ding this fa mo us and per ma nent pro blem of 
the re gi o nal ap pro ach, I think that we sho uld all 
be bra ve eno ugh and wi se eno ugh in this pro cess 
(...). We need to ma ke su re that the re sults of our 
work don’t ha ve any re sem blan ce with exi sting 
in ter pre ta ti ons which are simply be ing used as 
an en for ce ment of the po li ti cal so lu tion. First, 
that wo uld dis qu a lify us and se condly it wo uld 
dri ve away a lar ge num ber of pe o ple be ca u se the 
truth is that the ma jo rity of pe o ple are dis sa tis-
fied with the exi sting po li ti cal so lu ti ons (...); many 
are dis sa tis fied. (Fra Mi jo Džo lan, the Fran ci scan 
In sti tu te for the Cul tu re of Pe a ce, Split, Cro a tia, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with re li gi o us com mu ni ti-
es on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za greb, Cro a tia, 
Oc to ber 16th 2009.)

Be li e vers and re li gi o us com mu ni ti es sho uld ha ve 
one goal be fo re anything el se – re con ci li a tion, but 
the re are very few re sults in that di rec tion.

Re li gi o us com mu ni ti es thro ug ho ut the re gion of the 
for mer Yugo sla via (...) are still not sen si ti ve to such 
ini ti a ti ves. They are afraid of any pro jects that try 
to ac hi e ve the goal set be fo re them by Po pe John Paul 
II when he was he re in Za greb in 1994. He asked all 
be li e vers to con si der re con ci li a tion the ir pri mary 
task. Fif teen years la ter, we only ha ve a few re sults of 
that ef fort. (Dra go Pil sel, No vi List, Za greb, Cro a tia, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with re li gi o us com mu ni ti-
es on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za greb, Cro a tia, 
Oc to ber 16th 2009.) 

Be fo re the di a lo gue on re con ci li a tion, facts abo-
ut who star ted the war, why the war was wa ged, 
and what its goal was must be esta blis hed. 

Be fo re we esta blish the di a lo gue on re con ci li a tion, 
we must truly cla rify who star ted the war, why it 
was wa ged, and what was its goal. But we need a 
lot of facts to do that. (An te Šo la, CA RI TAS of the 
Va ra ždin Di o ce se, Cro a tia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with re li gi o us com mu ni ti es on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Za greb, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 16th 2009.) 

The church and re li gi o us com mu ni ti es ha ve a pre-
va i ling in flu en ce on the re con ci li a tion pro cess. 

“How can the re be God or how can the re be God of 
Lo ve if that hap pe ned to me?” Church and re li gi o-
us com mu ni ti es are re spon si ble for an swe ring the se 
qu e sti ons and adop ting a po si tion that can lead our 
so ci e ti es to re con ci li a tion thro ugh a ge ne rally ho li-
stic pro cess which in clu des physi cal, emo ti o nal, very 
per so nal and spi ri tual di men si ons. (Ke vin Dow ling, 
bis hop from So uth Afri ca, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with re li gi o us com mu ni ti es on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Za greb, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 16th 2009.) 
Re con ci li a tion is very dif fi cult if vic tims are 
be ing strip ped of the ir dig nity.

First of all, I wo uld li ke to say that re con ci li a tion 
is not so met hing sim ple. We can’t just say: we ha ve 
to re con ci le and then we start a pro cess which we 
be li e ve is go ing to be suc cessful. The re con ci li a tion 
pro cess will re qu i re many of you who are vic tims to 
be in clu ded (...). Men ti o ning re con ci li a tion to so me-
o ne who is still suf fe ring so de eply ... the ir in stin cti ve, 
di rect re spon se is usu ally: “I want ju sti ce”. You ha ve 
to start cre a ting a dif fe rent struc tu re of li fe for all 
of them so that they can still li ve with so me sort of 
dig nity. (Ke vin Dow ling, bis hop from So uth Afri ca, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with re li gi o us com mu ni ti-
es on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za greb, Cro a tia, 
Oc to ber 16th 2009.) 

From a Cat ho lic po int of vi ew all vic tims are the 
sa me be ca u se the dig nity of a hu man be ing is 
sac red in our doc tri ne: we are all equ al as vic-
tims and as cri mi nals.

The re are or the re will be many temp ta ti ons with 
re spect to tre a ting all vic tims in the sa me way, or 
tre a ting all cri mes in the sa me way. As a Chri stian 
scho lar, I don’t ha ve a pro blem with that simply 
be ca u se that in our doc tri ne the dig nity of a hu man 
be ing is a fact so sac red that it ma kes us all equ al 
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both as vic tims and as cri mi nals. (Dra go Pil sel, No vi 
List, Za greb, Cro a tia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
re li gi o us com mu ni ti es on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Za greb, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 16th 2009.) 

Facts are an in di spen sa ble pre re qu i si te to heal 
our so ci e ti es.

Our pro po sal is very mo de ra te – esta blish the facts 
in the years ahead of us, as much as pos si ble, abo ut 
all cri mes and system vi o la ti ons in the 1990s, and 
then use it as a fo un da tion for cu ring our so ci e ti es. 
(Ve sna Ter še lič, Do cu men ta, Za greb, Cro a tia, Na ti-
o nal con sul ta tion with re li gi o us com mu ni ti es on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za greb, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 
16th 2009.) 

We will ha ve re con ci li a tion on ce all co un tri es 
start re fer ring to the ir “sa va ges” as “the sa va ges 
in our midst”.

I think that it is go ing to be a lot easi er to ac hi e ve 
re con ci li a tion, to un der stand the si tu a tion, help the 
vic tims, and co un sel the ag gres sors how to pur ge the-
ir so uls when we start cal ling the sa va ges in our own 
midst “our sa va ges”. Many of us are ti red of he a ring 
that the ot her na tion’s vic tims de ser ved wha te ver 
hap pe ned to them and that our vic tims are “pu re; 
why did it hap pen to us”. (Mla den Jo va no vić, the 
Co un cil of the Chur ches of Christ, Cro a tia, Na ti o-
nal con sul ta tion with re li gi o us com mu ni ti es on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za greb, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 
16th 2009.) 

It is ne ces sary to bring this ini ti a ti ve clo ser to 
re li gi o us com mu ni ti es be ca u se it may be re jec-
ted if pe o ple are not pro perly in for med abo ut it. 

If we wo uld li ke to esta blish co o pe ra tion with re le-
vant per sons and in sti tu ti ons, [re pre sen ta ti ves of 
re li gi o us com mu ni ti es], maybe we sho uld do mo re 
to pro mo te this pro ject be ca u se it may hap pen that 
pe o ple re ject it due to a lack of in for ma tion abo ut it. 
(Ma ri ja Zni dar čić, Chri stian Pe a ce Cir cle As so ci a-
tion of Ci ti zens, Cro a tia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
re li gi o us com mu ni ti es on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Za greb, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 16th 2009.) 

RE COM sho uld cla rify the ro le re li gi o us com-
mu ni ti es had du ring the war. Ho we ver, it co uld 
lead to the ex clu si on of re li gi o us com mu ni ti es 
form the pro cess be ca u se cri ti ci zing the ir ro le 
may be in ter pre ted as an at tack on the very 
es sen ce of the re li gion and church doc tri ne.

One very use ful task of this pro ject, of RE COM, 
wo uld be to cla rify the ro le of each and every re li gi-
o us com mu nity in the war. I wit nes sed it all myself, 
and I know that the re are all sorts of things (...). 
Ho we ver, when cri ti ci zing spe ci fic ac ti ons which sho-
uld be cri ti ci zed in the na me of fa ith, many mem bers 
of re li gi o us com mu ni ti es may un der stand it as an 
at tack on the very es sen ce of the re li gion or church 
doc tri ne. That may hurt pe o ple and re sult in the ir 
wit hdra wal. That wo uld ca u se a gre at da ma ge to 
the pro cess. (Fra Mi jo Džo lan, the Fran ci scan In sti-
tu te for the Cul tu re of Pe a ce, Split, Cro a tia, Na ti o-
nal con sul ta tion with re li gi o us com mu ni ti es on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za greb, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 
16th 2009.)

In stead of pro mo ting re con ci li a tion, re li gi o us 
me dia still fa vo ur ha te spe ech.

I think that most of you will agree with me that our 
re li gi o us me dia, espe ci ally the Glas Kon ci la are still 
full of ha te spe ec hes in stead of advo ca ting re con ci-
li a tion. (Pe tra Paj da kovć Še bek, Re li gi o us Cul tu re 
Pro gram of the Cro a tian TV, Cro a tia, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with re li gi o us com mu ni ti es on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za greb, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 
16th 2009.) 

Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity

Osi jek, Cro a tia 
Oc to ber 17th 2009

The con sul ta tion was or ga ni zed by the Cen ter for 
Pe a ce, Non-vi o len ce, and Hu man Rights, Osi jek 
(Cro a tia), Nan sen Di a lo gue Cen ter, Osi jek (Cro a-
tia), and Do cu men ta (Cro a tia). Forty par ti ci pants 
– mostly hu man rights or ga ni za ti ons ac ti vists, 
as so ci a ti ons of vic tims and as so ci a ti ons of fa mi li-
es of the kil led and mis sing, ve te rans’ as so ci a ti ons, 
youth or ga ni za ti ons, wo men’s gro ups, pro fes si o nal 
gro ups, re pre sen ta ti ves of re li gi o us com mu ni ti es of 
the Osi jek-Ba ra nja Co unty and, as well as mem ber 
of the se re li gi o us gro ups – at ten ded the gat he ring. 
The pa nel lists we re Ve sna Ter še lič (Do cu men ta, 
Cro a tia), Ivan No vo sel (Le ga lis, Cro a tia) Eugen 
Ja kov čić (Do cu men ta, Cro a tia), and So uth-Afri can 
bis hop Ke vin Dow ling (Ru sten burg Co unty, Re pu-
blic of So uth Afri ca). Ka ta ri na Kru ho nja (Cen ter for 
Pe a ce, Non-vi o len ce, and Hu man Rights, Osi jek, 
Cro a tia) mo de ra ted the di scus sion. HRT – Osi jek 
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Stu dio, Sla von ski Dom, and the Vo i ce of Sla vo ni-
ja re por ted from the gat he ring. Mon sig nor Ma rin 
Sra kić, Ar chbis hop of Đa ko vo – Osi jek Co unty, 
re ce i ved a de le ga tion of the Co a li tion for RE COM 
in his cham bers. 

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons

Me mo ri es of the war and the tra ge di es; 
at tempts at denying the Ho me land War, and 
ma king the vic tims and the ag gres sors equ al, 
as well as ar bi trary ac cu sa ti ons aga inst ho me-
land de fen ders ma ke the re con ci li a tion pro cess 
much mo re dif fi cult. 

The tra ge di es that be fell many of our fa mi li es and 
in di vi du als, and the ir me mo ri es of the war are 
still vi vid. And at tempts to deny the Ho me land 
War, or even wor se, to deny the ju sti fi ca tion and 
dig nity of the Ho me land War, and sta te ments that 
ma ke equ al vic tims and ag gres sors, and the oc ca-
si o nal unjust and ar bi trary con dem na tion of our 
ho me land de fen ders ma kes the nor ma li sa tion of 
re la ti ons bet we en the na ti ons in this re gion as well 
as the re con ci li a tion pro cess very dif fi cult. (Mon sig-
nor Ma rin Sra kić, Ar chbis hop of Đa ko vo – Osi jek 
Co unty, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Osi jek, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

In or der to ac hi e ve re con ci li a tion, vic tims must 
be able to for gi ve and ag gres sors must ad mit 
the wrong do ing and pro vi de in dem nity for the-
ir evil de eds and vi o len ce.

For gi ve ness is pri ma rily the at ti tu de of vic tims not 
se e king re ven ge but trying to find pe a ce in the ir 
so uls. On the ot her hand, for gi ve ness helps curb evil 
and re ven ge and helps nor ma li ze re la ti ons. Christ’s 
suf fe ring and his wo unds be co me a symbol the vic-
tim iden ti fi es with and the po wer of mercy helps the 
vic tims over co me the ir ob ses sion with vi o len ce and 
suf fe ring, thus be co ming a mes sen ger ca rrying God’s 
in vi ta tion to di a lo gue and esta blis hment of trust (...) 
and for gi ve ness. And then, na tu rally, the re con ci li a-
tion pro cess can only start from tho se who ha ve been 
hurt. Vic tims draw the ir strength from the way they 
ex pe ri en ce God’s lo ve and mercy which help them 
find the ir in ner strength to re gain con fi den ce in pe o-
ple and sub due emo ti ons ca u sed by war vi o len ce. 
Or, as so me the o logy scho lars li ke to say, in or der to 
ha ve re con ci li a tion, vic tims ha ve to be able to for gi-
ve tho se who tran sgres sed aga inst them. (Mon sig-
nor Ma rin Sra kić, Ar chbis hop of Đa ko vo – Osi jek 

Co unty, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Osi jek, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

Ho we ver, if the re con ci li a tion pro cess will hurt the 
truth and if it re qu i res vic tims to for get the ir pain 
and agony, then we are ba si cally denying the very 
dig nity of the vic tims. It can al so ma ke us for get the 
vic tims which will furt her re sult in our fa i lu re to 
di sclo se the ca u ses of the ir suf fe ring and al low them 
to re main hid den un der ne ath the sur fa ce. The se 
sa me ca u ses may po ten ti ally ex plo de again when 
we le ast ex pect it. The re fo re, it is im por tant that 
in the re con ci li a tion pro cess all ca u ses of suf fe ring 
and vi o len ce are cla ri fied, it is im por tant to know 
the truth and ma ke su re it is fol lo wed by ju sti ce. In 
ot her words, re con ci li a tion, in con trast to for gi ve-
ness, as su mes ac ti ons of two par ti es – on the one 
hand the re’s the vic tim gran ting for gi ve ness and on 
the ot her hand the re’s the ag gres sor who is mo ti va-
ted by the act of for gi ve ness and of fers sin ce re apo-
logy, ad mits the gu ilt, le ads the way to esta blis hing 
the truth and ju sti ce, and fi nally of fers re dress for 
the evil and vi o len ce com mit ted aga inst the vic tim. 
(Mon sig nor Ma rin Sra kić, Ar chbis hop of Đa ko vo 
– Osi jek Co unty, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Osi jek, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to form a com mis sion which 
wo uld be man da ted to cla rify ca ses of hu man 
rights vi o la ti ons in the pe riod from 1945 to 
1990.

In a way, we, too, had 45 years of an apart heid re gi-
me from 1945 to 1990 and it still has many vic tims. 
Maybe we sho uld ha ve a se pa ra te com mis sion just 
to he ar the vic tims of that re gi me be ca u se they may 
help cla rify the truth abo ut that pe riod. (Mon sig-
nor Ma rin Sra kić, Ar chbis hop of Đa ko vo – Osi jek 
Co unty, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Osi jek, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

So me pe o ple ha ve mis gi vings abo ut the fact-
fin ding pro cess be ca u se it may be sme a red by 
va ri o us po li ti cal in te rests. Al so, they fe ar that 
the re are nu me ro us co un ter fe it do cu ments and 
many fal se wit nes ses.

First off, I want to say that I ha ve my do ubts when 
it co mes to anyone who wants to find the facts 
and esta blish the truth. Simply be ca u se the re are 
al ways so me o ne’s in te rests be hind the truth and the 
facts and we are all awa re of the in ten sity of tho se 
in te rests, both in our own co un try and in the ne ig-
hbo u ring co un tri es, espe ci ally so if this com mis sion 
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in tends to esta blish the facts ba sed on te sti mo ni es 
and so me pri va tely ow ned do cu ments. We need to 
be awa re of the fact that the re are many co un ter fe-
it do cu ments, for ged pa pers, and a hu ge num ber of 
fal se wit nes ses who will cho o se to te stify in re turn 
for per so nal pri vi le ges and be ne fits. So I am very 
scep ti cal with re spect to the facts and the truth this 
com mis sion will esta blish. (Go ran Fla un der, fre e lan-
ce jo ur na list, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Osi jek, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

It is ab so lu tely ne ces sary to esta blish the facts 
be ca u se it will curb ma ni pu la tion of the num ber 
of vic tims.

It is to tally ne ces sary to esta blish the facts so that 
no one can say that the re we re 1100 or 1400 or 1700 
war vic tims in Osi jek and then the Osi jek Ho spi tal 
which kept tabs on the dead co mes up with a num-
ber of 430 or 470 pe o ple who lost the ir li ves. That’s 
fo ur or fi ve ti mes less than so me so ur ces. Pe o ple 
use the se num bers as they see fit. (Go ran Fla un der, 
fre e lan ce jo ur na list, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Osi jek, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 17th 
2009.)

It is in the best in te rest of all co un tri es in the 
re gion to esta blish the facts so that hi story do es 
not re pe at it self.

I think it is in the best in te rest of each and every 
ci ti zen, of the so ci e ti es of Bo snia and Her ze go vi na to 
fi nally talk openly abo ut it, to esta blish so me facts 
and to fi nally clo se that pa ge in our hi story bo ok. 
What hap pens in a si tu a tion when a so ci ety and 
in di vi du als are not ready to deal with it? We can 
see now what hap pens. We are still tal king abo ut the 
things that hap pe ned back in the 1940s. If we had 
been ready and ca pa ble of sol ving tho se is su es back 
then, I be li e ve that the youn ger ge ne ra tion wo uld 
ha ve been bet ter edu ca ted abo ut our past and we 
wo uld not be he a ring Us tas has sho u ting na ti o na-
list slo gans and ha te spe ech in Cro a tian fo ot ball 
sta di ums etc. So, in any event, we sho uld de fi ni tely 
em bark on this jo ur ney. (Bo jal La lić, the Ba ra nja 
Ci vic Cen ter, Be li Ma na stir, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Osi jek, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 
17th 2009.)

Pu blic te sti mony of vic tims and per pe tra tors 
and ad mis sion of cri me are mo re im por tant 
than fi nan cial com pen sa tion for vic tims.

I think that the story of what So uth Afri ca did for 

so ci ety [pu blic te sti mony of vic tims and per pe tra-
tors and fact esta blis hing] in terms of cle an sing the 
wo unds is much mo re im por tant than any fi nan cial 
com pen sa tion which vic tims may be en ti tled to. I 
re ally think that it is much mo re im por tant that 
tho se who up held and en for ced apart heid ad mit ted 
that they “did what they we re ac cu sed of, that it was 
a cri me, and they we re truly so rry abo ut that”. (Bo jal 
La lić, the Ba ra nja Ci vic Cen ter, Be li Ma na stir, Cro a-
tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Osi jek, 
Cro a tia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.) 

RE COM ne eds to ha ve mo bi le te ams which will 
sco ut the area and col lect sta te ments from vic tims.

What I think is cri ti cal for the fun cti o ning of an 
in sti tu tion li ke this is the qu e sti on of its mo bi lity. 
So, we can’t ex pect vic tims to co me to us, we ha ve to 
go to them and for that re a son in the very be gin ning 
RE COM ne eds to be or ga ni zed in a way that grants 
eno ugh mo bi lity to its te am mem bers to be able to 
ac cess vic tims whe re ver they are. (Bra ni slav Vor ka-
pić, Or ga ni za tion of Ci vic Ini ti a ti ve, Osi jek, Cro a tia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Osi jek, 
Cro a tia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

Mem bers of RE COM sho uld not be po li ti ci ans 
but re pre sen ta ti ves of re li gi o us com mu ni ti es 
and non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons and gen-
der equ a lity sho uld be ta ken in to con si de ra tion.

The is sue of the com po si tion of this com mis sion (...) 
sho uld not co me un der the in flu en ce of the sphe re 
of po li tics or po li ti ci ans, but de fi ni tely the in flu en ce 
of re li gi o us com mu ni ti es, non-go vern men tal or ga-
ni za ti ons and it sho uld ta ke in to con si de ra tion all 
tho se stan dards which ha ve been long ago adop ted 
in Cro a tia, gen der equ a lity, and so on. I be li e ve that 
the fun cti o ning of such an in sti tu te, a go vern ment 
in sti tu te, re qu i res that the sa me kind of im mu nity 
is gran ted to mem bers of the com mis sion as enjoyed 
by mem bers of the Cro a tian Par li a ment. (Bra ni slav 
Vor ka pić, Or ga ni za tion of Ci vic Ini ti a ti ve, Osi jek, 
Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Osi jek, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld al so ad dress the is sue of vic tims 
of in sti tu ti ons.

So, we ha ve a per son vic ti mi zed by an in di vi dual, 
we ha ve a per son vic ti mi zed by a gro up, but we 
al so ha ve per sons vic ti mi zed by in sti tu ti ons. Are we 
go ing to ha ve mec ha nisms in pla ce wit hin RE COM 
to ad dress the is sue of per sons vic ti mi zed by va ri o us 
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in sti tu ti ons over the years (...) i.e. so me body to con-
firm that a cri me has been com mit ted aga inst an 
in di vi dual by an in sti tu tion? (Bra ni slav Vor ka pić, 
Or ga ni za tion of Ci vic Ini ti a ti ve, Osi jek, Cro a tia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Osi jek, 
Cro a tia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

An in di vi du a li zed list of vic tims sho uld be com-
pi led and vic tims sho uld be ena bled to spe ak in 
pu blic.

What I think is re ally im por tant and the re a son I 
che rish this Co a li tion so much is its as su med ca pa-
city to re cord each and every vic tim by na me. That 
is ex tre mely im por tant. We ha ve nu me ro us re cords 
of mi li tary ac ti ons, TV shows, re cor ded sta te ments 
of va ri o us war-mon gers, new spa per clips and so on. 
Everything has been re cor ded ex cept for the vic-
tims. It is my de si re and I will spa re no ef fort to try 
to pro vi de spa ce for the vic tims to spe ak pu blicly, 
alt ho ugh I am awa re that so me pe o ple will try to 
in ter pret that in a way that best su its the ir in te rests 
in or der to cre a te the ir own truth. (Mi ro slav Var ga, 
ho me land de fen der from Osi jek, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Osi jek, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 17th 
2009.)

RE COM sho uld deal with the de stiny of tho se 
im pri so ned and mis sing in Vu ko var and it sho-
uld de di ca te every ef fort to se arch for war cri-
mes per pe tra tors.

We will be re ally glad if this com mis sion, if RE COM, 
is able to shed light on the fa te of at le ast one im pri-
so ned or mis sing per son from Vu ko var or from our 
area and bring to ju sti ce at le ast one war cri me 
per pe tra tor, of co ur se with suf fi ci ent evi den ce of his 
gu ilt. The pe o ple of Vu ko var wo uld re ally li ke to see 
that hap pen. (Želj ko Pi njuh, De puty Mayor of the 
City of Vu ko var, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Osi jek, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)
 
Pro se cu tors sho uld ha ve a law ful man da tory 
duty to mo ni tor and use do cu men ta tion ob ta i-
ned by the com mis sion. 

I am tel ling you this be ca u se all pro se cu to rial of fi-
ces sho uld ha ve a le gal man da tory duty to mo ni tor 
the work of the com mis sion. This com mis sion can be 
very im por tant from the po int of vi ew of pe nal law 
and pe nal po li ci es. (Slav ko Kec man, As so ci a ti ons 
for Pe a ce, Ba ra nja, Cro a tia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Osi jek, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 17th 
2009.)

In Cro a tia no body talks abo ut the cri mes com-
mit ted in Osi jek and so me vic tims are not even 
eli gi ble for com pen sa tion.

No one ever men ti ons war cri mes com mit ted in 
Osi jek as if we had for got ten it our sel ves. We don’t 
even know any lon ger if it re ally hap pe ned or we 
are just un wil ling to ad mit it to our sel ves. I don’t 
know (...) in this co un try no one has ever asked 
the qu e sti ons “Whe re are tho se fa mi li es? What 
hap pe ned to the se chil dren? Did they at tend 
school? Do they ha ve jobs to day? Or ha ve they 
eno ugh food at all?” No one ca red abo ut it. The re 
are 33 ho u ses on my stre et and they ha ve all been 
de mo lis hed - each and every one. And they we re 
all com pen sa ted ex cept for me. I was the only one 
not eli gi ble for fi nan cial com pen sa tion. Why? 
They told me I did not qu a lify for the ir as si stan ce 
pro gram. (Ma ri ja Lo vrić, vic tim, Cro a tia, Con sul-
ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Osi jek, Cro a tia, 
Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity 

Ki kin da, Ser bia, 
Oc to ber 17th 2009

Con sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu nity in Ki kin da 
we re or ga ni zed by the Wo men’s Sup port Cen ter 
(Ser bia) and the Ki kin da Club (Ser bia). Thirty three 
par ti ci pants, re pre sen ta ti ves of the lo cal self-go-
vern ment, lo cal me dia outlets, cul tu ral in sti tu-
ti ons, hu man rights or ga ni za ti ons, non-go vern-
men tal or ga ni za ti ons, and ve te rans’ as so ci a ti ons 
at ten ded the gat he ring. The spe a kers we re Dže vad 
Bek ta še vić (As so ci a tion of Ci vi lian Vic tims of War 
Vla se ni ca 1992–1995, BiH) and Dra gan Po po vić 
(Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter, Ser bia).The di scus sion 
was mo de ra ted by Mi o mir ka Mi la Me lank (Ki kin da 
Club, Ser bia) and Ma ri ja Sr dić (Wo men’s Sup port 
Cen ter, Ser bia) and the event was co ve red by the 
we ekly Ki kind ske, TV VK, TV Ru bin, and Ra dio 
Te le vi sion of Ser bia (RTS,)

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons

The me dia’s war-pro pa gan da of the 1990s in spi-
red the young pe o ple in Ki kin da to fo und in de-
pen dent me dia and of fer an al ter na ti ve to the 
pe o ple of Ki kin da.
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As a jo ur na list, I am re ally an xi o us to know what 
in spi red us, the col le ge-bo und ge ne ra tion of the 
1990s, to cho o se jo ur na lism in an at mosp he re whe re 
war-pro pa ga ting jo ur na lism do mi na ted the pu blic 
spa ce both in our town and in the re gion in tho se 
years. Maybe it was the fact that for a long ti me 
the re had been no al ter na ti ve to that kind of re por-
ting and it may ha ve in flu en ced so me of us back in 
the 1990s to cho o se jo ur na lism as our vo ca tion and 
cre a te a dif fe rent sort of me dia in this town out of 
re sent ment that we had to wards the exi sting me dia 
outlets. (Želj ko Bo dro žić, Ki kind ske, Ser bia, Con-
sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ki kin da, Ser bia, 
Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

The in de pen dent me dia sho uld re mind the 
pu blic that so me of tho se who sup por ted the 
war and the cre a tion of pa ra mi li tary units are 
mem bers of the Go vern ment of Ser bia to day.

What we can do is re mind the pu blic of tho se war 
years and re mind pe o ple abo ut the way the sa me 
po li ti ci ans, who are to day, in an era of de moc ra tic 
go vern ment, re cog ni zed part ners in the ru ling co a-
li tion in Ser bia, tre a ted ot her na ti o na li ti es, mi no-
ri ti es, and anyone who did not sha re the ir po li ti cal 
be li efs in this town (...). The pu blic se ems to ha ve 
for got ten a lot of is su es very qu ickly and they need a 
re min der abo ut how so me pe o ple went over bo ard in 
sup por ting the war and the ac ti ons of pa ra mi li tary 
units from Ser bia in war zo nes in ot her for mer Yugo-
slav re pu blics. (Želj ko Bo dro žić, Ki kind ske, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ki kin da, 
Ser bia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

Mo re than 90% of the ma le po pu la tion of Ki kin-
da re por ted for duty upon be ing mo bi li zed. 
Ho we ver, on ce in the war zo ne, they re a li zed 
they had been ma ni pu la ted and used by the ir 
le a ders.

From this area mo re than 90% of men re por ted for 
duty upon be ing mo bi li zed and they did it be ca u se 
they felt that it was the right thing to do (...) and I 
be li e ve that many of them re a li zed what was go ing 
on on ce they ar ri ved to the ir de sti na ti ons. I know 
many of them who qu ickly re a li zed that they had 
been used and ma ni pu la ted and who un der stood 
that it was the war–mon ge ring me dia that had cre-
a ted the ir mi sin for med opi nion abo ut the ir ne ig hbo-
urs and abo ut the ir own le a ders who used it in the 
worst pos si ble man ner. (Želj ko Bo dro žić, Ki kind ske, 
Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Ki kin da, Ser bia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

We ekly “Ki kind ske” may help RE COM esta-
blish the fact by gran ting ac cess to its do cu-
men ta tion con ta i ning sta te ments of war ve te-
rans and re fu ge es.

One of the ways Ki kind ske can help this who le story 
is to al low RE COM to ac cess our do cu men ta tion 
con ta i ning te sti mo ni es of pe o ple who went to war 
and ex pe ri en ced the mad ness of war. Many of the se 
pe o ple are still suf fe ring physi cal con se qu en ces of the 
war and many are gu ilt-stric ken for agre e ing to ta ke 
part in that war. I think that may be in te re sting for 
RE COM. (Želj ko Bo dro žić, Ki kind ske, Ser bia, Con-
sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ki kin da, Ser bia, 
Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

He re in Ki kin da (...) we can do a lot by pro vi ding 
te sti mo ni es of pe o ple who fled Cro a tia and Bo snia 
and Her ze go vi na. Many of them ca me to Ki kin da 
be ca u se they had re la ti ves he re and many ha ve de ci-
ded to stay. The ir sto ri es are pa in ful. We re por ted 
abo ut so me of them, but it do es re qu i re a mo re com-
pre hen si ve and se ri o us ap pro ach be ca u se, un for-
tu na tely, many of tho se who left the ir ho mes and 
de ci ded to stay in Ki kin da ha ve tra gic sto ri es to tell. 
(Želj ko Bo dro žić, Ki kind ske, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Ki kin da, Ser bia, Oc to ber 
17th 2009.)

Pu blic te sti mo ni es of vic tims are im por tant 
be ca u se sta te in sti tu ti ons de stroyed evi den ce 
abo ut war cri mes, tho se who is sued or ders and 
the per pe tra tors who car ried them out.

Tho se who com mit ted cri mes, who con tri bu ted to 
the com mis sion of war cri mes, tho se who ini ti a ted 
and in spi red war cri mes, tho se who still de fend tho se 
war cri mes to day, I am su re they had plenty of ti me 
to de stroy many do cu ments and that is why it is very 
im por tant to he ar the te sti mo ni es of the vic tims. 
So me of us he re ha ve al ready had an op por tu nity to 
he ar dif fe rent te sti mo ni es. (Ma ri ja Sr dić, Wo men’s 
Sup port Cen ter, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Ki kin da, Ser bia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

War-ve te rans from Ki kin da sup port the cre a-
tion of RE COM and they want to help esta blish 
the facts abo ut the past.

So me ti mes I find it very dif fi cult to even talk abo ut 
what we ha ve seen, ex pe ri en ced, and so on, but in 
any ca se we can gre atly con tri bu te to the work of 
RE COM if we are in clu ded thro ugh di rect re pre sen-
ta ti ves or not (...). I be li e ve we ha ve a lot to say and 
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can help RE COM in its ef forts ge ne rally spe a king (...) 
and you will de fi ni tely ha ve our sup port. (Slo bo dan 
Ki kić, As so ci a tion of Ve te rans of the Wars of the 
1990s, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity, Ki kin da, Ser bia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

I think it may be in te re sting to tell abo ut the be ha vi-
o ur of so me pe o ple (...) and the con di ti ons in which 
we li ved [ve te rans from Ki kin da in Ko pač ki Rit in 
Cro a ti a] and so on, that wo uld be in te re sting. The 
re a son I am tel ling you this now is the fact that 
many of the se pe o ple are he re in town, in Voj vo di na, 
in Ser bia, and ot her sta tes in the re gion, and all the-
se te sti mo ni es of the pe o ple who we re the re can help 
le arn the truth ho ping that it will help pe o ple stop 
fe e ling gu ilty for so met hing they did not do. (Jo van 
Gve ro, Cre a ti ve Cen ter, No vi Sad, Ser bia, Con sul-
ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ki kin da, Ser bia, 
Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

RE COM can help de-stig ma ti ze war ve te rans 
who ac ted ho no u rably du ring the war.

Your idea is very good for us who went to war and 
ac ted ho no u rably whi le do ing our duty, ful fil ling 
our Con sti tu ti o nal obli ga tion. It is so sig ni fi cant for 
us to ta ke the stig ma from our na mes. Sta te me dia 
(...) de fa med us, cal led us all kinds of na mes when 
we ca me back from the war. They cal led us ra pists, 
plun de rers, and the truth is we all suf fe red fi nan-
ci ally just as the ot her ci ti zens did. Maybe even 
wor se. Why wor se? Be ca u se upon our re turn from 
the war zo ne, many of us fo und that the com pa ni es 
that had em ployed us be fo re the war we re fi nan-
ci ally de stroyed, that the go vern ment even played 
with the law, in clu ding adop ting so me chan ges to 
the Em ployment Law (...). But the fact is that when 
the go vern ment re sorts to abo lis hing ve te rans’ rights, 
usu ally it is gro un dless (...). Our ve te rans are dying 
and the ir fa mi li es are left to li ve in po verty wit ho ut 
any so cial as si stan ce be ca u se they “do not qu a lify 
for go vern ment as si stan ce”. (Zo ran Ko sić, As so ci a-
tion of Ve te rans of the Wars of the 1990s, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ki kin da, 
Ser bia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

It is go ing to be very dif fi cult to find out what 
hap pe ned 20 years ago gi ven the fact that we 
ne ver fo und out the truth abo ut what had hap-
pe ned 50 years.

I am sit ting he re with you con tem pla ting on how to 
cre a te RE COM, to or ga ni ze it so that we can find 
out what hap pe ned 20 years ago (...). But we skip ped 

so met hing that had hap pe ned 50 years ago, all sta te 
ar chi ves of the sta tes for med on the ter ri tory of the 
for mer Yugo sla via are clo sed, so we don’t even know 
the truth abo ut the ti me of Broz. I don’t see how we 
are go ing to le arn the truth abo ut what hap pe ned 15 
or 20 years ago sin ce we know that the se ar chi ves are 
mar ked sta te sec ret and they will not be ac ces si ble 
for the next 50 years. (Zol tan Mol dvai, As so ci a tion 
of Or ga ni za ti ons of Pe o ple with Di sa bi li ti es OSI, 
Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Ki kin da, Ser bia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

Both wit nes ses and vic tims of war cri mes will 
be afraid to na me per pe tra tors.

Many pe o ple will avoid saying that it was the man 
over the re that did it. Ple a se un der stand that it is 
per fectly nor mal to be sca red, so me o ne may say who 
di sclo sed the na me of a per pe tra tor, and I am re ally 
un der the im pres sion that most vic tims will cho o se 
not to say the na me. (Zol tan Mol dvai, As so ci a tion 
of Or ga ni za ti ons of Pe o ple with Di sa bi li ti es OSI, 
Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Ki kin da, Ser bia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld ma ke a list of all vic tims of the 
NA TO bom bard ment of the for mer Yugo sla via 
and esta blish the ca u ses that led to the bom bing. 

Is the man da te of RE COM go ing to in clu de both 
asking qu e sti ons and se ar ching for an swers, or in 
ot her words, is it go ing to tac kle the is sue vic tims 
and ca u ses of the NA TO led bom bing of the for mer 
Yugo sla via. I think that the exam ple of the bom bing 
of the RTS bu il ding is a very good exam ple; we can 
see both a ca u se and con se qu en ces to un der stand 
the gu ilt on both our and the ir si de. (Ve li mir Li po-
van, lawyer, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Ki kin da, Ser bia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld in clu de the pe riod star ting 
at the end of the se cond world war un til the 
pre sent ti me and re se arch the suf fe ring of the 
Volk sde utsche and Hun ga rian po pu la tion in 
Voj vo di na af ter the se cond world war. 

I must say I am a lit tle dis sa tis fied by the ti me fra me 
RE COM is man da ted to in ve sti ga te [1991 - 2005] 
and I wo uld li ke to ma ke a pro po sal (...) to ex tend it 
to the pe riod fol lo wing the end of the se cond world 
war in Voj vo di na. It is ne ces sary to in ve sti ga te the 
suf fe ring of the Volk sde utsche po pu la tion and the 
Hun ga ri ans in Voj vo di na be ca u se they we re vic tims 
(...). They we re sent to con cen tra tion camps, kil led, 
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per se cu ted, in ot her words they we re et hni cally cle-
an sed. (Ne nad Ta li ja nov, Ki kin da Fo rum, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ki kin da, 
Ser bia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

Pe o ple who are bra ve, rig hte o us, and truth ful 
sho uld be mem bers of the Com mis sion.

The key is sue is who sho uld be co me a mem ber of the 
Com mis sion. In my opi nion, first of all rig hte o us and 
truth ful pe o ple (...) and sin ce the truth chan ges our 
re a lity, the se pe o ple sho uld al so be very bra ve. (Bra-
na Mar ja no vić, Na ti o nal The a tre in Ki kin da, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Ki kin da, 
Ser bia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

The fin dings of RE COM sho uld be in clu ded in 
hi story bo oks of the scho ols in the re gion in 
or der to help pre vent po li ti cal ma ni pu la ti ons 
and in ter pre ta tion of the events from the past.

It is im por tant to in clu de all of the aut hen tic facts 
esta blis hed by RE COM in to hi story bo oks in or der to 
pre vent furt her di stri bu tion of dis tor ted pic tu res of 
the past. RE COM sho uld de fi ni tely see in to it. (Šan-
dor Me lank, Ki kin da Club, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity, Ki kin da, Ser bia, Oc to ber 
17th 2009.)

It is not only the les sons in tho se hi story text bo oks, 
but the fact that if you analyse them, you can see 
that aut hors of tho se texts are trying to in du ce stu-
dents to draw cer tain con clu si ons; you can iden tify 
ha te spe ech, calls to na ti o na lism, all kinds of things 
(...). So, an ele men tary school stu dent simply ta kes 
it the way it is pre sen ted and cre a tes his or her opi-
nion ac cor dingly. That is a how you in spi re na ti o na-
li stic fe e lings. (Ti ja na Vel mi rov, Wo men’s Sup port 
Cen ter, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity, Ki kin da, Ser bia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld al so esta blish the facts abo ut 
se ri o us hu man rights vi o la ti ons which hap pe-
ned out si de of war zo nes but which are re la ted 
to the con flict.

It is a hor ri ble thing to hap pen (...) when chil dren 
watch the ir mot her be ing held at gun po int, it is 
al most the sa me as fi ring from that gun (...). So, 
out si de the war zo ne, at the ti me of war (...) three 
chil dren watching the ir mot her be ing held at gun po-
int, an am bu lan ce not be ing al lo wed to pass thro ugh 
(...), so me o ne at this gat he ring sho uld say whet her 
that was al so so met hing that sho uld be con dem ned, 

whet her it can be con si de red a hu man rights vi o la-
tion. (Zo ran Ko sić, As so ci a tion of Ve te rans of the 
Wars of the 1990s, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Ki kin da, Ser bia, Oc to ber 17th 
2009.)

RE COM can not be aut ho ri zed to grant am nesty 
to, or par don, war cri mes per pe tra tors. That 
can only be do ne by the ju di ci ary or by a head 
of sta te.

RE COM can not grant par don or am nesty to per pe-
tra tors of war cri mes. I don’t know if it is plan ned 
for RE COM to gi ve am nesty re com men da ti ons, but 
the se things sho uld only be han dled by sta te in sti tu-
ti ons, the ju di ci ary, or the head of sta te, the way it is 
sti pu la ted by the law. So, RE COM do es not ha ve a 
man da te to do that and can ne ver ha ve it. (Ve li mir 
Li po van, lawyer, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Ki kin da, Ser bia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary for RE COM to in ve sti ga te the 
per se cu tion of the Al ba nian po pu la tion and the 
de struc tion of the ir pro perty in Ki kin da du ring 
the NA TO bom bard ment.

At the be gin ning of the bom bard ment of the for mer 
Yugo sla via in 1999, many bu si nes ses of the Al ba-
ni ans from Ki kin da we re de mo lis hed or bur ned 
down; our Al ba nian ne ig hbo urs we re dri ven away 
from the ir ho mes. So me o ne had to is sue or ders to 
the se pe o ple who de stroyed so many bu il dings. I 
think we need to in ve sti ga te who in sti ga ted the se 
events, which tur ned all the se pe o ple in to a ra ging 
mob that went on a de struc tion spree aga inst the 
Al ba ni ans and the ir pro perty. (Ne nad Ta li ja nov, 
Ki kin da Fo rum, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Ki kin da, Ser bia, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
young pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM 

Ba nja Lu ka, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na 
Oc to ber 17th 2009

The se cond na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o-
ple in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na was or ga ni zed by the 
Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights in BiH. The gat-
he ring was at ten ded by mo re than 50 par ti ci pants 
re pre sen ting va ri o us youth or ga ni za ti ons from 
Ba nja Lu ka, San ski Most, Pri je dor, Ru do, Sre bre ni-
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ca, Bi hać, Bi je lji na, and Še ko vić. The con sul ta ti ons 
we re mo ni to red by Ma rio Ma žić (Youth Ini ti a ti ve 
for Hu man Rights, Cro a tia) and Ma ri ja na To ma 
(Im pu nity Watch) and the di scus sion was mo de-
ra ted by Al ma Ma šić (Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man 
Rights, Sa ra je vo, BiH) and Alek san dra Le tić (Hel-
sin ki Com mit tee for Hu man Rights in Re pu bli ka 
Srp ska, na ti o nal co or di na tor of the con sul ta ti ons 
pro cess of the Co a li tion for RE COM in BiH).

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of the par ti ci pants.

The main task of the Co a li tion for RE COM sho-
uld be to watch out for any da ma ging po li ti cal 
ef fects in flic ted upon the Com mis sion.

The Co a li tion for RE COM has a uni qu ely im por-
tant ro le to mo ni tor the work of the Com mis sion and 
ma ke su re that it is in de pen dent from its fo un ders, 
i.e. the go vern ments of par ti ci pa ting sta tes be ca u se 
we must not al low the Com mis sion to de pend on 
daily po li ti cal in te rests, con flicts, and so on. The 
Com mis sion must be in de pen dent in a way si mi lar 
to that of the ju di ci ary. So, mem bers of the Com mis-
sion and re se ar chers em ployed by the Com mis sion 
must not be un der any po li ti cal in flu en ce what so-
e ver (...) and must be able to ca rry on the ir in ve sti-
ga ti ons openly and tran spa rently. (Ma rio Ma žić, 
Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights, Cro a tia, Na ti o-
nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Ba nja Lu ka, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

The re is a di lem ma whet her be ing fi nan ci ally 
de pen dent on the fo un ding sta tes will im pa ir 
the abi lity of the Com mis sion to fun ction in de-
pen dently. 

I am afraid of the way this truth-com mis sion is 
go ing to be fun ded (...). I am afraid that the sta tes 
will agree to fund the com mis sion but that in the 
end they will not gi ve any mo ney. (Er vin Bla že vić, 
Mla dost Youth As so ci a tion, Ko za rac, BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with young pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Ba nja Lu ka, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
Oc to ber 17th 2009.) 

I think that the com mis sion sho uld be fun ded by 
in ter na ti o nal do nors. Ho we ver, I don’t think that the 
pu blic fi nan cing op tion wo uld re pre sent an ad di-
ti o nal thre at to the in de pen dent work of the com-
mis sion. (Ma rio Ma žić, Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man 
Rights, Cro a tia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young 

pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ba nja Lu ka, 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

The re is a re a so na ble amo unt of con cern that 
the par li a ments will try to ob struct the work of 
RE COM be ca u se so me par li a ment mem bers are 
the sa me pe o ple who com mit ted war cri mes.

My only con cern is the pos si ble ob struc tion of the 
work of the com mis sion. I think it is not go ing to be 
a pro blem to esta blish the com mis sion, but to en su re 
it com ple tes its work. The way I see it is that par li a-
ments may ma ke a de ci sion to form the com mis sion, 
but if pe o ple who com mit ted war cri mes are mem-
bers of the se par li a ments, they will do anything in 
the ir po wer to pre vent the esta blis hment of the facts 
per ta i ning to the se cri mes. (De jan Ča bri lo, Youth 
Gro up of the Hel sin ki Com mit tee for Hu man 
Rights in Re pu bli ka Srp ska, Bi je lji na, BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with young pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Ba nja Lu ka, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
Oc to ber 17th 2009.) 

The ge ne ra tion that fo ught this war do es not 
re cog ni ze ot her na tion’s vic tims. RE COM can 
only re ce i ve sup port from post-war ge ne ra ti ons.

The tar get gro up you sho uld be fo cu sing on are 
young pe o ple. The ge ne ra ti ons that par ti ci pa ted in 
the war (...) are re ally blin ded (...); they ha ve the ir 
pain and the ir vic tims. They can not wo rry abo ut 
vic tims from ot her et hnic gro ups. They just want to 
find the ir pe a ce but wit hin the ir own na ti o nal en vi-
ron ment. They will even go as far as to pro tect the 
iden tity of tho se who ca u sed the de ath of ot hers or 
ge no ci de on ot her si des. You sho uld strongly fo cus on 
the con sci o u sness of the young pe o ple (...) be ca u se a 
young per son can equ ally un der stand ot her na ti ons’ 
vic tims as the ir own (...) simply be ca u se they va lue 
every hu man li fe the sa me. (Ra de Mr đen, Party of 
the De moc ra tic Pro gress, Young Pe o ple Co un cil, 
Ba nja Lu ka, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young 
pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ba nja Lu ka, 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, Oc to ber 17th 2009.) 

When the RE COM cre a tion pro cess is over the-
re won’t be any mo re ma ni pu la ti ons with vic-
tims or with the na mes of vic tims. 

It is im por tant that we now ha ve this ini ti a ti ve and 
we can’t go back. And why is it im por tant? Simply 
be ca u se it will cur tail all forms of ma ni pu la ti ons 
with vic tims and the ir de sti ni es, with num bers of 
vic tims and war he ro es. We will be able to le a ve it 
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all be hind us and mo ve on. (Da li bor Ta nić, Youth 
Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights in BiH, Na ti o nal con-
sul ta tion with young pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Ba nja Lu ka, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
Oc to ber 17th 2009.) 

RE COM is a po si ti ve so lu tion with re spect 
to the need to find out the truth and ac hi e ve 
re con ci li a tion.

In my opi nion (...) that co a li tion of non-go vern men-
tal or ga ni za ti ons, RE COM, is a po si ti ve so lu tion 
with re spect to di sco ve ring the truth and ac hi e ving 
re con ci li a tion and al so to of fe ring psycho lo gi cal 
sup port to vic tims. RE COM is a mec ha nism, a good 
mec ha nism for get ting out of this si tu a tion. (La mi ja 
Gu dić, Youth Cen ter, Gor nji Va kuf-Us ko plje, BiH, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ba nja Lu ka, Bo snia and Her-
ze go vi na, Oc to ber 17th 2009.) 

I think that we can’t ha ve a fu tu re un til we di scuss 
our past, un til we deal with our past. The si tu a-
tion in Gor nji Va kuf is that the town is very strictly 
di vi ded and it can not be uni fied un less we deal 
with our past. It is a very im por tant fe a tu re and I 
strongly sup port this ini ti a ti ve and I ho pe it will be 
suc cessful. (Nej ra Ju kić, Youth Cen ter Gor nji Va kuf, 
BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ba nja Lu ka, Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na, Oc to ber 17th 2009.) 

RE COM gi ves spa ce to vic tims to talk abo ut the-
ir suf fe ring, to un bur den them sel ves and ma ke a 
step for ward to wards a sha red li fe.
It is a good idea to gi ve vic tims an op por tu nity to 
talk abo ut what they ha ve suf fe red, that is the fo cal 
po int of this ini ti a ti ve. This com mis sion has a hu ge 
im por tan ce for the fu tu re of the en ti re re gion be ca-
u se I feel that it al so has a the ra pe u tic cha rac ter. 
Vic tims (...) who are of fe red an op por tu nity to talk 
will be able to get rid of the bur den that they ca rry 
and they will be ready to ta ke a step in the di rec tion 
of a sha red li fe. (Al mir Sa li ho vić, As so ci a tion of 
stu dents from Sre bre ni ca, Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Na ti o-
nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Ba nja Lu ka, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
Oc to ber 17th 2009.) 

The key is sue is that the facts abo ut the war cri-
mes com mit ted aga inst the Bo sni aks in Pri je dor 
are ac cep ted by the Serbs and that the facts abo-
ut the cri mes com mit ted aga inst the Serbs in 
Ko njic are ac cep ted by the Bo sni aks.

The Co a li tion for RE COM will get the sup port of vic-
tims as so ci a ti ons in BiH. Bo sni aks from Pri je dor will 
sup port RE COM, whi le the Serbs may not be so wil-
ling to do that (...). I’d li ke to he ar both si des ad mit 
that the cri mes ha ve been com mit ted aga inst the 
ot her si de (...). I’d li ke to he ar them say ‘yes, they are 
dif fe rent from me but they are still my fel low ci ti zens’. 
They may both be aga inst RE COM, I don’t know. 
That is the who le po int of this story. (Er vin Bla že vić, 
Mla dost Youth As so ci a tion, Ko za rac, BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with young pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Ba nja Lu ka, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
Oc to ber 17th 2009.) 

The pri o rity is to ena ble vic tims from Knin 
te stify in Cro a tia and bring the vic tims from 
Vu ko var to te stify in Ser bia.

Let’s say that the te sti mo ni es of the vic tims from 
Knin sho uld be he ard in Bel gra de, in Ba nja Lu ka, 
and in Za greb, de pen ding on the year (...) that the 
te sti mo ni es of the vic tims from Sto lac and Pro-
zor are he ard in Za greb, that the te sti mo ni es of 
the vic tims from Vu ko var are he ard in Bel gra de, 
Niš, etc. 

The re are pri o ri ti es, of co ur se (...). It is not so im por-
tant that the pe o ple in Za greb li sten abo ut the Ko so-
vo Al ba ni ans or the Serbs from Ko so vo who we re 
vic ti mi zed, but it is im por tant that we he ar abo ut 
the year 1995. It is im por tant that we he ar abo ut the 
vic tims that not only the Cro a tian De fen ce Co un cil 
(HVO) but the Cro a tian Army (HV) too, pro du ced 
in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na. That is the key – the 
vo i ce of the vic tims, the plat form for vic tims’ te sti mo-
ni es sho uld ha ve a re gi o nal cha rac ter. (Ma rio Ma žić, 
Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights, Cro a tia, Na ti o-
nal con sul ta tion with young pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Ba nja Lu ka, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
Oc to ber 17th 2009.)

How will RE COM tre at tho se who lost the ir 
li ves or be ca me vic tims in ot her ways whi le wa i-
ting for the hu ma ni ta rian aid or tho se who we re 
kil led in mi ne fi elds? 

How will RE COM tre at tho se who lost the ir li ves 
or be ca me vic tims in ot her ways whi le wa i ting for 
the hu ma ni ta rian aid or tho se who we re kil led in 
mi ne fi elds? Are they go ing to be tre a ted as vic-
tims? (Ismar Ka sa po vić, Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man 
Rights in BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young 
pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ba nja Lu ka, 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, Oc to ber 17th 2009.) 
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Wit nes ses are di sap pe a ring and the truth is di sap-
pe a ring with them. Many wit nes ses are abroad 
and they need to be in clu ded in the pro cess. 

Wit nes ses who co uld tell the truth are slowly di sap-
pe a ring and the truth is go ing away with them. Al so, 
many wit nes ses li ve abroad, the re are 70 wit nes ses 
from Ko za rac alo ne who li ve abroad and they sho-
uld al so be in clu ded in the pro cess. (Ra de Mr đen, 
Party of the De moc ra tic Pro gress, Young Pe o ple 
Co un cil, Ba nja Lu ka, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with young pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Ba nja Lu ka, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, Oc to ber 17th 
2009.) 

The re are many vic tims who mo ved away from the 
sta tes in which they li ved be fo re the con flict and we 
ha ve to think of ways to in clu de them in the pro cess 
be ca u se they can of fer sig ni fi cant hi sto ri cal ma te-
rial and they ha ve cer ta inly had no pla ce to talk 
abo ut it. (Alek san dra Le tić, Hel sin ki Com mit tee 
for Hu man Rights in Re pu bli ka Srp ska, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with young pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Ba nja Lu ka, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
Oc to ber 17th 2009.) 

RE COM is a sub sti tu te for everything in sti tu ti-
ons in the re gion fa i led to do in sol ving es sen-
tial is su es, espe ci ally in sol ving the pro blem of 
the mis sing. 

The se in sti tu ti ons did not de mon stra te the abi lity 
to sol ve the se pro blems; they just dro ve us even 
furt her apart from each ot her over the years. I ha ve 
been wa i ting for them to find the re ma ins of my 
brot her who was 15 when he was kil led and the 
re ma ins of my fat her, grand fat her, grand mot her, 
and my who le fa mily. I think that they ne ver will, 
but RE COM will. (Mir sad Du ra to vić, Pri je dor ’92 
As so ci a tion of the for mer de ten tion camp in ma tes, 
Pri je dor, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young 
pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ba nja Lu ka, 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, Oc to ber 17th 2009.) 

It is en co u ra ging that a lot of young pe o ple are 
ta king part in the con sul ta ti ons pro cess. That 
will re pre sent a hu ge sup port for the cre a tion 
of the com mis sion on ce the pro po sed RE COM 
mo del is sent to par li a ments. Ho we ver, it is qu i-
te con cer ning that as so ci a ti ons of for mer pri-
so ners and ci vi lian vic tims from BiH are osten-
sibly mis sing. 

I am a mem ber of a youth gro up of a po li ti cal party 

(...) and I en co u ra ge young pe o ple be lon ging to va ri-
o us po li ti cal par ti es to ta ke a mo re ac ti ve part in 
this pro cess. I think it can help the Co a li tion for 
RE COM be ca u se po li ti ci ans, whet her we li ke it or 
not, ha ve a sig ni fi cant im pact on all ma jor vic tims’ 
as so ci a ti ons and al so on so me of the le a ding non-
go vern men tal in sti tu ti ons in this co un try. The ir 
ab sen ce (...) at le ast he re in BiH is easily no ti ced. I 
am tal king abo ut ma jor ci vi lian vic tims’ as so ci a ti-
ons, as so ci a ti ons of for mer de ten tion camp in ma tes, 
and as so ci a ti ons of the fa mi li es of mis sing per sons 
of all three na ti ons. (Mir sad Du ra to vić, Pri je dor ’92 
As so ci a tion of the for mer de ten tion camp in ma tes, 
Pri je dor, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with young 
pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ba nja Lu ka, 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, Oc to ber 17th 2009.) 

The ‘One Mil lion Sig na tu res for RE COM’ cam-
pa ign sho uld not be con duc ted at the ti me of 
the elec ti ons in BiH. 

Maybe it is even co un ter pro duc ti ve to tell the story 
of RE COM du ring the elec tion cam pa ign, which, 
as you can see for your sel ves, is al ready un der way. 
(Sud bin Mu sić, Pri je dor ‘92 As so ci a tion of for mer 
de ten tion camp in ma tes, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with young pe o ple on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Ba nja Lu ka, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, Oc to ber 17th 
2009.)

Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
wo men’s gro ups abo ut the RE COM 
Ini ti a ti ve 

Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro
Oc to ber 23rd 2009

The na ti o nal con sul ta tion with wo men’s gro ups in 
Mon te ne gro abo ut the Ini ti a ti ve on the For ma tion 
of RE COM was or ga ni sed by ANI MA – Cen tre for 
Wo men’s and Pe a ce Edu ca tion and the Cen tre for 
Ci vil Edu ca tion in Pod go ri ca. It was at ten ded by 
43 NGO wo men ac ti vists, po li ti ci ans, jo ur na lists 
and ot hers. 

Mej ra Da u to vić (Bi hać, BiH), Žan ka Sto ja no vić 
(Bel gra de, Ser bia), Jany Han sel and Aida Cvjet ko-
vić (both from Du brov nik, Cro a tia) spo ke abo ut 
the ir per so nal war ti me ex pe ri en ces. Ti ja na Ro lo vić 
(Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen tre, Ser bia) and Mi ra Ar so-
vić (Le a gue for Wo men Vo ters, Nik šić, Mon te ne-
gro) we re the lec tu rers; the me e ting was mo de ra ted 
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by Da li bor ka Ulja re vić (Cen tre for Ci vil Edu ca tion, 
Mon te ne gro). The di scus sion was co ve red by the 
daily Vi je sti and Bo šnja ci.net.

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons

RE COM ne eds to ad dress the ro le of in sti tu ti-
ons, espe ci ally the edu ca ti o nal ones, and the 
jud gments of The Ha gue Tri bu nal sho uld be 
in cor po ra ted in text-bo oks.

What do our bo oks say? War cri mi nals are he ro es. 
Sho uld the com mis sion re com mend in clu ding The 
Ha gue jud gments in text-bo oks? You think we sho-
uld not con cern our sel ves with am nesty (...). I think 
we sho uld con cern our sel ves with in sti tu ti ons, the 
me dia in par ti cu lar, the po li ce – and that the re will 
be a lot of work ahead. (Sa bi na Ta lo vi, Bo na Fi de, 
Plje vlja, Mon te ne gro, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with 
wo men’s gro ups in Mon te ne gro, Pod go ri ca, Oc to-
ber 23rd 2009.)

Na ti o nal com mis si ons sho uld be the star ting 
po int and then they can link up ac ross the re gion. 

It is simply very dif fi cult to ha ve a re gi o nal com mis-
sion (...). It wo uld be bet ter to start col lec ting them 
wit hin one sta te; to pre pa re everything and then link 
up at the re gi o nal le vel (...). Pe o ple sho uld find it 
easi er to talk if the re is a mi xed, a re gi o nal com mis-
sion, but a ba sis for it sho uld co me from in si de, from 
every sta te. (Oli ve ra Vu ka di no vić, TV Mon te ne gro, 
Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with Wo men’s Gro ups, Pod-
go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Oc to ber 23rd 2009.)

RE COM sho uld de ter mi ne the ca u ses of the war. 

Our mem bers who will be de ve lo ping the mo del for 
RE COM will need al so to be ar in mind the ca u ses 
be ca u se if they talk only abo ut the con se qu en ces, if 
we list 100,000 vic tims, 16,000 mis sing, we still won’t 
know what all this is abo ut. (...) If this RE COM, this 
com mis sion do esn’t ma te ri a li se, I’m afraid that the 
hi story and the wars in the se ter ri to ri es will hap pen 
all over again. (So nja Ra do še vić, free-lan ce jo ur na-
list, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion 
with Wo men’s Gro ups, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, 
Oc to ber 23rd 2009.)

I think that fin ding only the facts abo ut what hap-
pe ned, wit ho ut the con text, wo uld be highly qu e sti o-
na ble. Wit ho ut the wo men’s sto ri es which need to be 
in cor po ra ted in the hi story of the se ter ri to ri es at long 

last. (Ljup ka Ko va če vić, Ani ma, Ko tor, Mon te ne-
gro, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with Wo men’s Gro ups, 
Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Oc to ber 23rd 2009.)

RE COM sho uld re com mend in sti tu ti o nal 
re forms and the ope ning of sec ret fi les and 
ad dress the ro le of the church in par ti cu lar. 

One of the RE COM re com men da ti ons is to ca rry out 
in sti tu ti o nal re forms; to ha ve sec ret fi les ope ned; vet-
ting (...) that sho uld co ver the most im por tant in sti-
tu ti ons (...) - the Ser bian Ort ho dox Church which 
was a war-mon ger, which ju sti fied war cri mes and 
par ti ci pa ted in the glo ri fi ca tion of cri mi nals; which 
ga ve its bles sing and ca no ni sed tho se who eit her 
par ti ci pa ted in war cri mes or con do ned them. (Sta ša 
Za je vić, Wo men in Black, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o-
nal Con sul ta tion with Wo men’s Gro ups, Pod go ri ca, 
Mon te ne gro, Oc to ber 23rd 2009.)

RE COM sho uld exa mi ne the ro le me dia and 
in di vi dual jo ur na lists played in war-mon ge ring. 

It is ne ces sary to esta blish the facts and the ro le 
played by the me dia in war-mon ge ring and [find] 
the na mes. In Mon te ne gro we can na me and show 
pre ci sely who is re spon si ble (...), not all jo ur na lists 
are the sa me, they do not all be ar the sa me re spon si-
bi lity. (Ljup ka Ko va če vić, Ani ma, Ko tor, Mon te ne-
gro, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with Wo men’s Gro ups, 
Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Oc to ber 23rd 2009.)

I think that Ra dio-Te le vi sion Mon te ne gro must be 
na med along si de all the ot her in sti tu ti ons be ca u se 
it did what it did (...). In ot her words, along with 
po li ti ci ans, the ju di ci ary, the po li ce, the mi li tary, 
everybody, be ca u se it do es not fun ction to this day. 
All this whi te was hing of CVs (...), only ini ti a ti ves 
li ke this one, to ke ep tal king abo ut it, but do it non-
stop (can ac hi e ve so met hing) (Er vi na Da bi ži no vić, 
Ani ma, Ko tor, Mon te ne gro, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion 
with Wo men’s Gro ups, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, 
Oc to ber 23rd 2009.)

The Com mis sion’s man da te sho uld in clu de the 
for ci ble mo bi li sa tion of re fu ge es and Ser bian 
ci ti zens. 

(I pro po se) to in clu de yet anot her war cri me, na mely 
the for ci ble mo bi li sa tion of re fu ge es in Ser bia; and 
we’ve kept a very ac cu ra te re cord of this as much as 
we we re able to (...) all the men who we re for cibly 
mo bi li sed ought to be vic tims. We al so re com mend 
chec king whet her the se sta tes are wil ling to say how 
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many young men we re mo bi li sed for cibly. (Sta ša 
Za je vić, Wo men in Black, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o-
nal Con sul ta tion with Wo men’s Gro ups, Pod go ri ca, 
Mon te ne gro, Oc to ber 23rd 2009.)

RE COM may not ne glect the gen der aspect of 
ju sti ce. 

Will RE COM re ally re main blind and si lent with 
re gard to the gen der aspect of ju sti ce? Wo men want 
it tal ked abo ut, so that we re mem ber and esta blish 
who did what and to whom (...). I want to know why 
so me body co uld sle ep whi le anot her’s li fe was go ing 
to pi e ces. (Er vi na Da bi ži no vić, Ani ma, Ko tor, Mon-
te ne gro, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with Wo men’s Gro-
ups, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Oc to ber 23rd 2009.)
 
The vic tims of ra pe need to te stify abo ut the ir 
ex pe ri en ce be fo re RE COM, but they al so need 
to be ade qu a tely pro tec ted. 

It was a war aga inst the ci vi lian po pu la tion, wa ged 
over the bo di es of wo men. True, wo men’s te sti mo ni es 
abo ut this cri me are es sen tial but it is al so im por-
tant how the ex per ti se is pre pa red, what kind of 
pro tec tion they need to get. (Bi lja na Ze ko vić, SOS 
Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion 
with Wo men’s Gro ups, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, 
Oc to ber 23rd 2009.)
 
Wo men’s or ga ni sa ti ons re qu est se pa ra te con-
sul ta ti ons rat her than ha ve them as a part of the 
ge ne ral con sul ta ti ons.

We must in sist wit hin the RE COM le a der ship that 
the wo men’s con sul ta ti ons sho uld stop be ing just a 
part of all con sul ta ti ons; they need to be se pa ra te 
for every one of us, if need be. (Mem nu na Zvi zdić, 
Wo men for Wo men, Sa ra je vo, B&H, Na ti o nal Con-
sul ta tion with Wo men’s Gro ups, Pod go ri ca, Mon-
te ne gro, Oc to ber 23rd 2009.)

Many wo men in the re gion want to help with 
the for ma tion of RE COM; they sho uld be gi ven 
a chan ce 

I think the re are many wo men in Mon te ne gro, Ser-
bia, BiH and el sew he re ac ross the re gion who wo uld 
li ke to par ti ci pa te in all this, but are not gi ven a 
chan ce, no op por tu nity is of fe red them. I think the re 
is a vast num ber of pe o ple who need to be gal va ni sed 
in to ac tion. (Ta nja Jo vo vić, Ani ma, Ko tor, Mon te-
ne gro, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with Wo men’s Gro-
ups, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Oc to ber 23rd 2009.)

Lo cal con sul ta tion with 
ho me land de fen ders 

Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia 
Oc to ber 28th 2009 

The lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders in 
Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia was or ga ni zed by MI RA-
MI DA cen ter (Cro a tia). Twenty-three par ti ci pants 
at ten ded the gat he ring. Pa nel lists we re Eugen Ja ko-
vi čic (Do cu men ta, Cro a tia), Ve sna Ter še lič (Do cu-
men ta, Cro a tia), Dra gan Po po vić (Hu ma ni ta rian 
Law Cen ter, Ser bia), Gor dan Bo sa nac (Cen ter for 
Pe a ce Stu di es, Cro a tia), and Su za na Ku nac (B.a.b.e., 
Cro a tia). The di scus sion was mo de ra ted by Go ran 
Bo ži če vić, (Mi ra mi da, Cro a tia), and Mir ja na Bi lo-
pa vlo vić (Del fin, Cro a tia).

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons

Esta blis hing the facts abo ut the wars of the 
1990s will pre vent ma ni pu la tion with da ta, 
which hap pe ned af ter the se cond world war.

We are lo o king at the past but by esta blis hing the 
facts abo ut the wars of the 1990s we will cle ar up 
many mi sun der stan dings and cre a te a bet ter star-
ting po si tion both for the pre sent and the fu tu re. 
That can pre vent the sa me mi sta kes from hap pe ning 
again, the kind of mi sta kes we had af ter the se cond 
world war and with re spect to the cri mes com mit ted 
du ring and af ter that war when many ar bi trary exe-
cu ti ons to ok pla ce. We ha ve star ted this ini ti a ti ve 
and the se de ba tes wis hing to le arn from that ex pe-
ri en ce. (Ve sna Ter še lič, Do cu men ta, Cro a tia, Lo cal 
con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu-
bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.) 

The facts need to be esta blis hed in or der to 
pre vent war in the fu tu re.

The facts re ally need to be esta blis hed in or der to 
mo ve on in to the fu tu re be ca u se wit ho ut it we will 
not be able to ma ke re spon si ble de ci si ons in the 
fu tu re, what is it that we are go ing to be de ci ding, 
are we go ing to be able to con vey to our young ge ne-
ra ti ons that bo ok and say “from now on it is up to 
you” or we are go ing to al low a new war in 25 or 50 
years in this re gion. This is whe re I see the im por-
tan ce of this. I see fact-fin ding as a star ting po int 
for cre a ting po ten ti als to chan ge our at ti tu de with 
re spect to cer tain things that hap pe ned. I see its 
pre ven ta ti ve cha rac ter to ma ke su re the wars on 
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this ter ri tory ne ver hap pen again. (Lji lja na Ca nju-
ga, UDVDR PGZ, Cro a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion with 
ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to-
ber 28th 2009.)

Ho me land de fen ders in Cro a tia ha ve no in for-
ma tion abo ut the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM.

I’m re a ding this list of pe o ple that sho uld ha ve been 
pre sent he re to day, and the re are only 10% of us he re, 
maybe even less... Pe o ple don’t know what is go ing on 
(...) they don’t ha ve in for ma tion abo ut RE COM. 
(Ivan Bu rić, HVI DRA, Tre šnjev ka, Cro a tia, Cro a tia, 
Lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja 
Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

Ve te rans ha ve the po ten tial to help speed up the 
re con ci li a tion pro cess in the re gion.

I think that this Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM of fers ho me-
land de fen ders a hu ge po ten tial to help speed up the 
re con ci li a tion pro cess in the re gion. That is ex tre-
mely im por tant be ca u se the cre a tion of a he alt hi er 
so ci ety di rectly de pends on the le vel of re con ci li a tion 
we ha ve ac hi e ved. (Ad nan Ha san be go vić, Cen ter 
for Non-Vi o lent Ac tion, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
Lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja 
Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

Wit ho ut the par ti ci pants of ho me land de fen ders 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM will not get the ne ces-
sary sup port of all layers of so ci ety. Ho me land 
de fen ders sho uld be in clu ded in this pro cess as 
much as pos si ble.

Wit ho ut the ho me land de fen ders the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM will ne ver suc ceed, it simply will not ha ve 
the ne ces sary sup port and a pro cess li ke this truly 
de pends on the amo unt of sup port of fe red by dif-
fe rent layers of so ci ety. (Lji lja na Ca nju ga, UDVDR 
PGZ, Cro a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land 
de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 
2009.)

By co ming he re we de mon stra ted our de si re to be 
in clu ded in this ini ti a ti ve and I truly sup port it. This 
is fi nally the kind of ini ti a ti ve whe re we can start 
cre a ting our own hi story, and esta blish the facts on 
our own. But I am afraid that we will ha ve to chan-
ge so met hing in the way ho me land de fen ders are 
ap pro ac hed or maybe we will even ha ve to in clu de 
them de eply in the work of the ini ti a ti ve thro ugh 
the ir in di vi dual as so ci a ti ons and get a grasp on 
what the ir opi ni ons are. (Je le na La ić, co or di na tion 

of Ho me land De fen der As so ci a ti ons of the Kar lo vac 
Co unty, Cro a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land 
de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 
2009.)

The Dec la ra tion on the Ho me land War which 
was adop ted by the Cro a tian Par li a ment con sti-
tu tes a fra me work and a ba sis for de fi ning the 
ro le of Ho me land De fen ders. 

I will in vo ke the Dec la ra tion on the Ho me land 
War adop ted by the Cro a tian Par li a ment, and I 
ke ep emp ha si zing how im por tant it is, that it is 
our fo un da tion. We fo ught for this co un try and our 
hig hest sta te aut ho rity vo i ced its opi nion abo ut the 
Ho me land War. The se are the bo un da ri es which we 
ha ve to re spect and we ha ve to stick by them. (Velj ko 
Vi če vić, UDVDR PGZ, Cro a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion 
with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, 
Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

Ve te rans ha ve an in te rest in be ing in vol ved in 
the pro cess be ca u se they want to be de-stig-
ma ti zed; they want to ha ve an op por tu nity to 
con demn the war cri mes com mit ted on the ir 
be half, on be half of the army and the sta te.

Ve te rans are re ally in te re sted in it (...) to first of all 
try to get rid of the stig ma mar king the ir na mes, 
the ir army’s na me, or the ir co un try’s na me for which 
they fo ught, or whic he ver way pe o ple ex pe ri en ced the 
re cent war. (Ad nan Ha san be go vić, Cen ter for Non-
Vi o lent Ac tion, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, Lo cal con-
sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, 
Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

The com mis sion sho uld deal with non-se lec ti ve 
bom bard ment of ci ti es, sni per kil ling, tor tu re of 
pri so ners etc. and ve te rans can help a lot.

What we owe our sel ves, what we owe our chil dren, 
is at le ast to ma ke that first step, to open the chap-
ter of the se hor ri ble war cri mes from the re cent war, 
the se hor ri ble war cri mes vi o la ti ons, from ran dom 
bom bard ment of ci ti es to sni per kil lings or tor tu re 
of pri so ners. This com mis sion ne eds to start de a-
ling with the se things and we as ve te rans can help a 
lot. (Ad nan Ha san be go vić, Cen ter for Non-Vi o lent 
Ac tion, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, Lo cal con sul ta-
tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro-
a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

Can ve te rans al so be con si de red vic tims at 
the sa me ti me be ca u se they we re for ced to 
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le a ve the ir fa mi li es in or der to fight for the ir 
co un try?

Are my fa mily mem bers al so vic tims be ca u se du ring 
the Ho me land War I had to le a ve them to fight and 
am I, as a ve te ran, al so a vic tim? This qu e sti on 
co mes up na tu rally when I’m thin king abo ut the list 
of vic tims he re. Who can be con si de red a vic tim? 
In this ca se, I can con si der myself a vic tim be ca u se 
I did not stay at ho me with my fa mily and I be ca-
u se I was not able to go to work and the job I ha ve 
al ways do ne and li ve a nor mal li fe with my fri ends 
and fa mily etc. I can’t fi gu re it out on my own, whet-
her I was a vic tim as a Ho me land de fen der. (Haj ro 
Van džić, As so ci a tion of Ho me land De fen ders of 
the 150th Bri ga de, Cro a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion with 
ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to-
ber 28th 2009.)

Na ti o nal com mis si ons sho uld be fa vo u red: 
RE COM sho uld ve rify the work of the na ti o nal 
com mis si ons. It is ne ces sary to stan dar di ze the 
pro ce du re so that all com mis si ons apply the 
sa me ru les and cri te ria. 

When tal king abo ut RE COM as a re gi o nal com-
mis sion, I can only un der stand it as a ve ri fi ca tion 
com mis sion as ses sing the work of all na ti o nal com-
mis si ons, ma king su re they all used a stan dar di zed 
met ho do logy, a stan dar di zed sta ti sti cal sam pling 
met hod, and that they all ap pro ac hed the vic tims 
and tre a ted them in a uni form way. So, RE COM 
go es on and con firms that the work of the na ti o nal 
com mis si ons was good. So, for that re a son, I fa vo ur 
na ti o nal com mis si ons be ca u se of the fre e dom to 
ap pro ach the vic tims, the per pe tra tors as well as the 
do cu men ta tion, and the re gi o nal ap pro ach sho uld 
only ha ve a ro le in con fir ming that it was li ke that. 
(Lji lja na Ca nju ga, UDVDR PGZ, Cro a tia, Lo cal 
con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu-
bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

We all want to talk abo ut the man da te of RE COM, 
what it sho uld be and so on, but I un der stand 
that the po int is to stan dar di ze the pro ce du re and 
ac ti vi ti es which sho uld help us re ap re sults at the 
na ti o nal le vel. If that’s ac cep ted, in my opi nion, 
that stan dar di za tion of the pro ce du re and ac ti vi ti-
es, that me ans that the com mis si ons of every rank 
and le vel in Ser bia, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, in 
Cro a tia, in Ko so vo, or in Mon te ne gro, will simply 
tre at the facts which they esta blish as such and 
stan dar di ze them and de scri be them in the sa me 
way. That’s what I un der stand as stan dar di za tion of 

the pro ce du re and ac ti vi ti es. At that po int, if the-
re is a com mis sion at a re gi o nal le vel, we can talk 
abo ut pos si ble mem bers of the com mis sion. (Velj ko 
Vi če vić, UDVDR PGZ, Cro a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion 
with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, 
Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to form a na ti o nal com mis sion 
which will re spect the iden tity of the Ho me land 
War. The Re pu blic of Cro a tia al ready has in its 
pos ses sion abo ut 80% of esta blis hed facts on 
the Ho me land War. The he a dqu ar ters of the 
na ti o nal com mis sion do es not ne ces sa rily ha ve 
to be in Za greb.

How I un der stand this is ba si cally the re spect of a 
na ti o nal com mis sion which will re spect the iden tity 
of the war and start from what is known to what is 
unk nown, which me ans that if we esta blish a uni que 
met ho do logy which will be used by all tho se in vol ved 
in the pro cess, we can now say with con fi den ce that 
the Re pu blic of Cro a tia owns as many as 80% of 
all esta blis hed facts ve ri fied by dif fe rent si des, that 
the re are re gi sters of vic tims as re cog ni zed by the 
sta te, that the re is a re gi ster of ho me land de fen ders, 
that in pla ce is al so a sta ti stic mo ni to ring of for ci ble 
de aths sin ce 1989 al so ope ra ting by cer tain esta blis-
hed sta ti stic stan dards, so we do ha ve so me in for-
ma tion al ready and we ha ve to start from that. But, 
at the sa me ti me we ha ve to re spect the will of a lo cal 
com mu nity with re spect to whet her he a dqu ar ters of 
the com mis sion sho uld be lo ca ted the re. I think the 
lo cal com mu nity can ma ke the best de ci sion whet-
her it is ac cep ta ble for it to pla ce the he a dqu ar ters of 
the com mis sion in Vu ko var, Pa krac, Osi jek, or so me 
ot her pla ce. (Lji lja na Ca nju ga, UDVDR PGZ, Cro-
a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, 
Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

The wit nes ses spe a king at pu blic he a rings sho-
uld not be al lo wed to talk abo ut ex pe ri en ces 
of ot hers but only abo ut the ir own ex pe ri en ces 
and what hap pe ned to them.

What I think is a bad idea is that form of pu blic 
he a ring. We had an op por tu nity to he ar in Bu dva 
[at the Fifth Re gi o nal Fo rum on Tran si ti o nal Ju sti-
ce] a te sti mony that was way beyond our up-to-that 
mo ment esta blis hed cri te ria of a wit ness te sti mony. 
The per son te sti fied abo ut so met hing he le ar ned 
from so me body that had hap pe ned to so me body 
el se and that re ally ir ri ta ted and fru stra ted us a lot 
be ca u se that sort of te sti mony co uld po ten ti ally be 
he ard du ring any pu blic he a ring. (Lji lja na Ca nju-



Forum za tran zi ci o nu prav du

Coalition for RECOM

7 6

ga, UDVDR PGZ, Cro a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion with 
ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to-
ber 28th 2009.)

Out of eight vic tims se ven say “I spe ak for myself ” 
and one says “I he ard it, my ne ig hbo ur told me that, 
do you un der stand what I’m saying?”It left me with a 
bad im pres sion, I ex pe ri en ced it myself and the re fo re 
I think that the “I spe ak for myself ” type of spe ec hes 
sho uld be the gu i de li ne when it co mes to pu blic he a-
rings. When pe o ple spe ak for them sel ves, they will 
usu ally ex pe ri en ce it all over again and they will 
stand be hind the ir words, they will of fer ar gu ments 
as well as a way and facts how to ve rify it, whi le 
this type of he ar-say te sti mony is highly qu e sti o na-
ble and it sho uld be avo i ded as much as pos si ble. 
(Velj ko Vi če vić, UDVDR PGZ, Cro a tia, Lo cal con-
sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, 
Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

It is not a wi se cho i ce to ba se the en ti re work of 
RE COM on wit ness sta te ments alo ne be ca u se 
they may be a so ur ce of du bi o us as sump ti ons 
for hi sto ri cal facts to be ba sed on.

If the en ti re work of the com mis sion is ba sed on wit-
ness te sti mo ni es, who will be a hig her aut ho rity to 
de ter mi ne the ir aut hen ti city and the re le van ce of 
any par ti cu lar vic tim? The re are many qu e sti ons 
he re be ca u se it is pos si ble to con strue va ri o us sto-
ri es and cre a te an un truth ful ac co unt, not only for 
us, but for the en ti re pu blic, too, and lead to wrong 
as sump ti ons on which ba sis we are sup po sed to 
esta blish hi sto ri cal facts. (Želj ko Špe lić, Cro a tian 
Of fi cers’As sembly of Pa krac and Li pik, Cro a tia, 
Lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja 
Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

Vic tims can truly be li e ve that the ir per cep tion 
is true when they stig ma ti ze so me o ne dec la ring 
them to be war cri mi nals, whi le the se in di vi du-
als can be ac qu it ted in co urt pro ce e dings. 

I can truly be li e ve that so me o ne has wron ged me, that 
they hurt me in this or that way whi le that per son can 
be pro ven in no cent du ring co urt pro ce e dings. What do 
we do when that hap pens, what hap pens to in di vi du-
als who ha ve been pu blicly stig ma ti zed? Are we ready 
to fa ce that or are we still wil ling to use tec hni cal 
fe a tu res of re cor ding and ve ri fi ca tion of the facts ob ta-
i ned from wit ness sta te ments and then pre sent them 
with ca u tion? (Lji lja na Ca nju ga, UDVDR PGZ, Cro-
a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, 
Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

Vic tims sho uld te stify vo lun ta rily, they sho uld 
not be pres su red or tal ked in to it. If they ask, 
they sho uld be gran ted iden tity pro tec tion, both 
for the vic tim and the per pe tra tor.

Vic tims sho uld not be in vi ted to te stify, they need to 
do it of the ir own will and ini ti a ti ve and they ne eds 
to be ready to spe ak in pu blic abo ut what’s been tro-
u bling them for so long. I think that wo uld be a good 
idea. We sho uld not in vi te pe o ple who ha ve been vic-
ti mi zed to co me out and te stify. We sho uld not try to 
per su a de them to do that. That’s not good (...). So, all 
vic tims sho uld be iden ti fied and in for med abo ut the 
pos si bi lity of te stifying in pu blic, but only tho se who 
are ready and wil ling sho uld re ally do it. (Velj ko 
Vi če vić, UDVDR PGZ, Cro a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion 
with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, 
Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

Pu blic he a rings of vic tims ha ve a the ra pe u tic 
ef fect.

I ha ve li ste ned to so me pu blic he a rings and I’ve co me 
to un der stand that they ha ve a the ra pe u tic ef fect on 
vic tims, a very po si ti ve one. They un bur de ned them-
sel ves, re le a sed so me ne ga ti ve energy which set them 
free. Af ter wards, they we re able to lo ok at things 
from a dif fe rent per spec ti ve. I saw it myself, and I 
know the se pe o ple me ant well, they wan ted to help 
the en ti re pro cess. (Velj ko Vi če vić, UDVDR PGZ, 
Cro a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen-
ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

It is im pos si ble to re ach a con sen sus on all is su-
es by the end of 2010. The pu blic is still not 
fully in for med abo ut the ini ti a ti ve.

As far as I un der stood what was said du ring the 
con sul ta tion we held in Vu ko var on Sep tem ber 30th 
2009, we al ready ha ve a de a dli ne for the sub mis-
sion of the do cu ment [the RE COM mo del and the 
RE COM man da te] to the Cro a tian Par li a ment, and 
in re a lity we ha ve not de fi ned the fo un da ti ons yet. 
That is very bad sin ce we need to al low at le ast six 
months to mo bi li ze the pu blic and sen si ti ze it to the 
ini ti a ti ve. (Lji lja na Ca nju ga, UDVDR PGZ, Cro a tia, 
Lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja 
Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

In ad di tion to all ot her li mi ta ti ons we are de a ling 
with, we now ha ve a ti me li mit, too [De cem ber 10th 
2010]. Cle arly, con sul ta ti ons li ke the se re qu i re mo re 
ti me if we re ally want to ha ve the con sen sus of a 
na tion abo ut so met hing as im por tant as this ini ti-
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a ti ve. (Bru no Ča vić, UDVDR PGZ, Cro a tia, Lo cal 
con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu-
bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

Which vic tim’s te sti mo ni es are go ing to be used for 
esta blis hing the facts? Who are the vic tims? And so 
on. The re are many unan swe red qu e sti ons. And if 
the de a dli ne is re ally what you say it is to sub mit 
it to our na ti o nal par li a ments, all in all not lon ger 
than a year, we still ha ve not de fi ned the star ting 
po int for set ting up the ru les which the go vern ments 
are go ing to ac cept. We may co me be fo re our go vern-
ment and pre sent a mil lion sig na tu res for so met hing 
they are not yet ready to ac cept. (Želj ko Špe lić, Cro-
a tian Of fi cers’As sembly of Pa krac and Li pik, Cro-
a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, 
Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

If we unify the ap pro ach, are we go ing to be able to 
ma ke pe o ple ac cept it when it co mes to de fi ning who 
the vic tim is? Are go ing to be pos si ble to ca rry it out in 
all for mer Yugo slav re pu blics? Kno wing the pe o ple who 
li ve the re, I am not overly op ti mi stic. Li ste ning to the ir 
me dia and kno wing how they re act to cer tain things, 
for exam ple vi sits to pla ces of tor tu re and im pri son-
ment of Cro a tian ho me land de fen ders in Sta ji će vo and 
Be gej ci, and so on. I am not too thril led abo ut it. No, 
I don’t see that the ove rall cli ma te is very fa vo u ra ble 
ha ving in mind that the de a dli ne for the sub mis sion of 
the do cu ment to our re spec ti ve par li a ments is De cem-
ber 2010. (Bru no Ča vić, UDVDR PGZ, Cro a tia, Lo cal 
con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi-
ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

The sig na tu re col lec tion pro ce du re must be 
ba sed on cle arly de fi ned cri te ria. 

I per so nally did not ma na ge to ex pla in to myself 
the me a ning of one mil lion sig na tu res which will 
be col lec ted thro ug ho ut the for mer Yugo sla via, so 
in se ven dif fe rent co un tri es. It me ans that we can 
col lect 40,000 sig na tu res in Cro a tia and let’s say 
half a mil lion in Ma ce do nia for exam ple. That will 
ul ti ma tely mean that Cro a tia was not ready whi le 
Ma ce do nia exer ci sed a very strong will to ta ke part 
in the pro cess. (Lji lja na Ca nju ga, UDVDR PGZ, 
Cro a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen-
ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

The com mis sion sho uld start in ve sti ga ting the 
events star ting as early as 1990 be ca u se that 
was the ti me the Ter ri to rial De fen ce was di sar-
med and po li ti cal ral li es and ha te spe ech in the 
me dia al so be gan to ap pe ar. 

For that re a son it is very im por tant for Cro a tia to 
in ve sti ga te the pe riod from 1990. Why from 1990? 
Well, not only be ca u se the Par li a ment adop ted 
the Dec la ra tion on the Ho me land War, tre a ted the 
pe riod bet we en 1990 and 1996 as a war in the wi der 
sen se, but sin ce the Ter ri to rial De fen ce was di sar-
med in 1990 which is ex tre mely im por tant be ca u se 
that ma kes the en ti re re pu blic of Cro a tia a vic tim. 
If you de pri ve so me o ne of the me ans of de fen ce, then 
that per son auto ma ti cally be co mes a vic tim with 
re spect to the for ce ac ting aga inst that per son or that 
en tity. On the ot her hand, po li ti cal ral li es and ha te 
spe ech along with the chan ges in the me dia be ca me 
mo re fre qu ent in 1990. Everything that hap pe ned 
af ter wards, was just an ag gra va tion of the si tu a tion 
an no un ced by such be ha vi o ur. (Lji lja na Ca nju ga, 
UDVDR PGZ, Cro a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion with 
ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to-
ber 28th 2009.)

In sti tu ti ons sho uld open the ir ar chi ves and all 
do cu men ta tion must be ava i la ble to the com-
mis sion.

That com mis sion’s man da te must not be too long 
and it is ex pec ted that all sta te or gans de a ling with 
is su es li ke this wit hin our na ti o nal sta tes must 
be fully co o pe ra ti ve. We want them to open the ir 
ar chi ves and ma ke them re a dily ava i la ble to mem-
bers of the com mis sion and we want to be able to 
tre at each and every fact in ac cor dan ce with the 
stan dards esta blis hed by the com mis sion. (Velj ko 
Vi če vić, UDVDR PGZ, Cro a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion 
with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, 
Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

If RE COM is ac cep ted by all sta tes, then we can 
draw the li ne that pre vents ma ni pu la tion with 
the facts.

Playing with the hi story may be very dan ge ro us. I want 
to say that if we ta ke that ap pro ach when con si de ring 
RE COM, we can pre vent so me qu a si hi sto ri ans in the 
fu tu re to ser ve fal se facts abo ut the Ho me land War to 
my grandchil dren... It hap pe ned to us af ter the se cond 
world war. Everybody’s flir ting with so me facts abo ut 
the se cond world war in or der to sco re in the ir daily 
po li ti cal bat tles (...). If the se facts are adop ted on a 
broad ba sed plat form and if the hig hest ran king po li-
ti ci ans are ready to ac cept them and con firm them as 
such, then the li ne has been drawn re gar dless of what 
co mes next. (Velj ko Vi če vić, UDVDR PGZ, Cro a tia, 
Lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja 
Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)
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The fi nal goal sho uld be esta blis hing the facts. 
In or der to di sco ver the truth it is ne ces sary to 
esta blish the ca u ses. On ce we know the ca u ses, 
we will know who the vic tims are.

I think that truth is our fi nal goal, not the facts, but 
the truth. Ho we ver, in or der to know the truth, we 
must first know whe re the truth is go ing; we must 
know when it all star ted and what ca u sed it. So, we 
had a war in Cro a tia that be gan in 1990 and en ded 
in 1996. It is cal led the Ho me land War and we need 
to know if it en ded in 1996 and whet her it star ted in 
1990, in 1991, in 1941, or whet her it star ted when 
Ar se ni je Čar no je vić led the Serbs to Cro a tia – whet-
her they we re fle e ing the Turks or they ca me to con-
qu er Cro a tia. How long are we go ing to go back thro-
ugh hi story and when are we go ing to start col lec ting 
the facts abo ut the ca u ses of the war (...)? Are we all 
in the re gion ready to ac cept the facts that ex pla in 
the ca u ses of the war? When that hap pens, when we 
know what ca u sed the war, what bro ught it on, then 
we will know who the vic tims are. (Želj ko Špe lić, 
Cro a tian Of fi cers’As sembly of Pa krac and Li pik, 
Cro a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen-
ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

If we only use vic tims’ sta te ments in our ef forts 
to esta blish the facts, then we will only le arn 
the facts abo ut di rect per pe tra tors and not abo-
ut the ir le a ders, tho se who ini ti a ted ide o lo gi es 
that promp ted and tho se who held im por tant 
go vern ment po si ti ons and who plan ned and 
or ga ni zed the who le thing. 

Per pe tra tors – who are they? If we play down the 
who le event to a story told by a vic tim, if we only 
li sten to vic tims tel ling us abo ut the ir suf fe ring, in 
the end we will only con clu de that the or di nary 
pe o ple we re vic ti mi zed and that the war cri mes per-
pe tra tors are only tho se who com mit ted the cri mes 
di rectly. We will not le arn abo ut the le a ders, in sti-
ga tors of po li tics and ide o lo gi es, sta te of fi ci als, who 
plan ned and or ga ni zed the who le thing. We will not 
get whe re we want to be. (Želj ko Špe lić, Cro a tian 
Of fi cers’As sembly of Pa krac and Li pik, Cro a tia, 
Lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja 
Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

In or der to col lect the facts, we need to re sto re 
mu tual con fi den ce.

We ha ve to de fi ne our mu tual re la ti ons and gain 
the con fi den ce of each ot her. Then we will be able 
to start col lec ting facts. If that do esn’t hap pen, I am 

not an op ti mist. (Želj ko Špe lić, Cro a tian Of fi cers’ 
As sembly of Pa krac and Li pik, Cro a tia, Lo cal con-
sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, 
Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld deal with esta blis hing the facts 
and re con ci li a tion and esta blis hing the ca u ses 
of the con flict is the next step.

First of all, I see RE COM, li te rally, as a step in the 
di rec tion of esta blis hing the facts abo ut war cri mes 
du ring the re cent con flict, pu re fi gu res, to try to 
find out how many pe o ple re ally lost the ir li ves and 
pos sibly find out so met hing abo ut the per pe tra tors, 
re ac hing as far up the po li ti cal hi e rarchy as pos si ble, 
to get the facts on tho se who had com mand re spon-
si bi lity at the ti me of the events, tho se who ini ti a ted 
ac ti ons which ul ti ma tely re sul ted in war cri mes (...). 
So, I am he re trying to in sist that RE COM re ma ins 
fo cu sed on the facts and the talk abo ut re con ci li a-
tion and what ca u sed the war sho uld be con si de-
red the next step. (Ad nan Ha san be go vić, Cen ter 
for Non-Vi o lent Ac tion, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
Lo cal con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja 
Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

The in ter na ti o nal com mu nity is the main cul-
prit. If it was po wer ful eno ugh to stop the war, 
it was cer ta inly po wer ful eno ugh to pre vent it.

And who re ally com mit ted the cri me? I wo uld sin gle 
out the in ter na ti o nal com mu nity as the main and 
most im por tant cul prit. Did the la di es and gen tle-
men re pre sen ting ci vil so ci ety gro ups ever da re co me 
up with a the sis li ke this? Did you ever bring it up 
with any of the in ter na ti o nal com mu nity re pre sen-
ta ti ves, alt ho ugh they par ti ally fi nan ce such pro jects, 
that they star ted the war and that they en ded it. In 
Bo snia they left the war un fi nis hed, and I don’t think 
that it can end pe a ce fully; con flict may bre ak out 
again in one hun dred or so years (...) be ca u se if the 
in ter na ti o nal com mu nity was able to stop the war, 
it was cer ta inly able to pre vent it in the first pla ce. 
(Ivan Bu rić, HVI DRA Tre šnjev ka, Cro a tia, Lo cal 
con sul ta tion with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu-
bi ca, Cro a tia, Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

The re are three le vels in the fact-fin ding pro-
cess: a lo cal com mis sion col lec ting da ta in the 
fi eld, a na ti o nal com mis sion for med by Par li-
a ment, and fi nally, the Re gi o nal Com mis sion, 
con si sting of the re pre sen ta ti ves of na ti o nal 
com mis si ons, which ve ri fi es that all na ti o nal 
com mis si ons abi ded by the sa me stan dards and 
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sub mits the fi nal do cu ment for adop tion by 
na ti o nal par li a ments. 

So, this is how I un der stand the or ga ni za ti o nal 
sche me of the Com mis sion - the re are three le vels: 
a lo cal com mis sion ac ting lo cally and col lec ting 
da ta, facts, do cu ments, vic tim sta te ments, and any-
thing that’s ava i la ble lo cally. Na ti o nal com mis si ons 
are tho se for med by the Par li a ment and in or der 
for them to be able at all to ap pro ach RE COM, 
they sho uld al low mem bers of ot her na ti o nal com-
mis si ons to join them in or der to pre ser ve the ir 
ob jec ti vity. In ot her words, tho se who co me from 
ot her sta tes sho uld con firm that a par ti cu lar com-
mis sion used a stan dar di zed pro ce du re and form 
in con duc ting its work. And as I ha ve al ready said, 
the re gi o nal com mis sion sho uld only be a ve rifying 
aut ho rity, maybe brin ging a con clu sion re ac hed at 
a me e ting or an as sembly that all na ti o nal com mis-
si ons abi ded by the sa me stan dards. Af ter that the 
re gi o nal com mis sion sub mits to its re spec ti ve par-
li a ments the fi nal do cu ments for adop tion. (Lji lja na 
Ca nju ga, UDVDR PGZ, Cro a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion 
with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, 
Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

The com mis sion must be in de pen dent from 
po li ti cal in flu en ce but it sho uld be obli ged to 
re gu larly in form the pu blic. 

We al ways stress the need to ma ke the com mis sion 
in de pen dent from po li tics (...). That’s num ber one, it 
has to be free from any po li ti cal im pact (...). But its 
in de pen den ce sho uld not be used as an ex cu se for 
not in for ming the pu blic abo ut its work. It sho uld 
be in a way con trol led by the pu blic so that we don’t 
lo se the in te rest of the pu blic in the who le. We don’t 
want to be sit ting for se ve ral years qu i etly wor king 
on it wit ho ut in for ming the pu blic abo ut it. (Lji lja na 
Ca nju ga, UDVDR PGZ, Cro a tia, Lo cal con sul ta tion 
with ho me land de fen ders, Do nja Stu bi ca, Cro a tia, 
Oc to ber 28th 2009.)

Lo cal con sul ta tion with ci vil 
so ci ety on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM 

Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo 
Oc to ber 29th 2009

A lo cal con sul ta tion with ci vil so ci ety on the Ini-
ti a ti ve for RE COM was or ga ni zed by the non-

go vern men tal or ga ni za tion Youth Step (Vu či trn, 
Ko so vo.) Forty-six par ti ci pants: re pre sen ta ti ves of 
non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons from the re gion 
of Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Vu či trn, and Sr bi ca, by 
mem bers of the press, stu dents, re pre sen ta ti ves of 
the Isla mic com mu nity, physi ci ans, hi sto ri ans, and 
in te re sted ci ti zens at ten ded the gat he ring. 

Spe a kers we re Ylber Max hu ni (Youth Step, Vu či trn, 
Ko so vo) and Amir Ku la glić (Sre bre ni ca, Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na). The di scus sion was mo de ra ted by 
Na zim Bah ti ri (Youth Step, Vu či trn, Ko so vo).

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons

The com mis sion sho uld deal with the facts but 
it sho uld al so gi ve spa ce to tra u ma ti zed vic tims.

I think that this com mis sion sho uld, in ad di tion to 
de a ling with the facts, gi ve spa ce to the vic tims who 
are still trying to for get the ir wo unds, be it physi-
cal or emo ti o nal. (Xha vit Meh me ti, Youth Sec tor, 
Mu ni ci pa lity of Vu či trn, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta-
tion with ci vil so ci ety on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Oc to ber 29th 2009.) 

Ma king an apo logy is not eno ugh. Ser bia sho-
uld pay re pa ra ti ons for all the cri mes it com-
mit ted.

It is not eno ugh just to apo lo gi ze; Ser bia sho uld 
pay re pa ra ti ons for the cri mes com mit ted in Ko so-
vo. (Men tor Ha sa ni, Youth Step, Vu či trn, Ko so vo, 
Lo cal con sul ta tion with ci vil so ci ety on the Ini ti-
a ti ve for RE COM, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, 
Oc to ber 29th 2009.)
 
Will it be pos si ble to cre a te the com mis sion if 
Ser bia re fu ses to re cog ni ze Ko so vo?

Will it be pos si ble to cre a te the com mis sion if we 
know that Ser bia is aga inst Ko so vo’s in de pen den ce 
and still con si ders Ko so vo to be part of its ter ri tory? 
(Fla ka dan Aze mi, Vu či trn/Vus htrii, Ko so vo, Lo cal 
con sul ta tion with ci vil so ci ety on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Oc to ber 
29th 2009.)

An in de pen dent com mis sion can do a lot but 
only if it is ne u tral and just. It sho uld not be 
im par tial to any one si de.

If we want to form a com mis sion then it sho uld be 
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ne u tral and in de pen dent and it sho uld work in a 
man ner ac cep ta ble for all com mu ni ti es, a com mis-
sion which will work for the be ne fit of all and not 
just one com mu nity. 

Be ca u se RE COM, and its na me spe aks for it self, is a 
re gi o nal com mis sion and it en com pas ses the en ti re 
re gion and the only cor rect way is to en com pass all 
et hnic com mu ni ti es in or der to ob tain as many facts 
as pos si ble. (...) And it is im por tant that the Serbs are 
a part of this pro cess. And why is it im por tant? Mr. 
Amir Ku la glić ex pla i ned that we sho uld all con duct 
so me in ve sti ga tion wit hin our own com mu nity, not 
only be ca u se the cri mes we re com mit ted aga inst us 
but be ca u se we need to in ve sti ga te the cri mes com-
mit ted by mem bers of our com mu nity aga inst ot hers. 
(Rex hep Lus hta, Isla mic Com mu nity in Mi tro vi ca/
Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion with ci vil 
so ci ety on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Mi tro vi ca/
Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Oc to ber 29th 2009.) 

RE COM sho uld en com pass all cri mes com mit-
ted by the Ser bian for ces aga inst the Al ba ni ans 
in the Pre še vo Val ley (Pre šev ska Do li na) du ring 
the con flict with the Ko so vo Li be ra tion Army of 
Pre še vo, Bu ja no vac, and Me dve đa.

I don’t know how much the Pre še vo Val ley is go ing to 
be in clu ded in the pro cess and it is im por tant that 
it is be ca u se many cri mes we re com mit ted the re. 
Many pe o ple went mis sing and we don’t know whe re 
they are. So, the Pre še vo Val ley, Pre še vo-Bu ja no vac, 
and Me dve đa sho uld be in clu ded. The war in this 
re gion went on for a year, maybe it wasn’t a war, call 
it wha te ver you want, but we call that pe riod a war 
be ca u se many pe o ple we re kil led or went mis sing so 
that for us it was a war. I wo uld li ke to know if the 
com mis sion in tends to co ver the se are as. (Nex ha ri je 
Isla mi Plla na, Do na, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, 
Lo cal con sul ta tion with ci vil so ci ety on the Ini ti-
a ti ve for RE COM, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, 
Oc to ber 29th 2009.)

Al ba ni ans are gu ilty for the vi o len ce in 2004.
We sho uld not (...) con nect the events from 2004 with 
the war events. What hap pe ned in 2004 is our own 
fa ult and we are the only ones to bla me for that. We 
sho uld be held re spon si ble for everything that hap-
pe ned, for the chur ches, the ho u ses, and everything 
that hap pe ned in that pe riod and we sho uld be ar 
the re spon si bi lity for all of it. We sho uld le arn a les-
son from the war abo ut what we mustn’t do to ot her 
com mu ni ti es. (Mu sa Mu sta fa, Ko ha Di to re, Ko so vo, 
Lo cal con sul ta tion with ci vil so ci ety on the Ini ti-

a ti ve for RE COM, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, 
Oc to ber 29th 2009.) 

It was sug ge sted that RE COM sho uld in ve sti ga-
te pos si ble war cri mes com mit ted by the NA TO 
for ces du ring the 1999 bom bing cam pa ign.

I don’t know that the NA TO com mit ted any war 
cri mes du ring the bom bing. They tar ge ted mi li-
tary tar gets, sta te bu il dings, and the Ser bian for ces’ 
com mand posts which or de red the cri mes and the 
de por ta tion of the Al ba nian po pu la tion from Ko so-
vo. (Mu sa Mu sta fa, Ko ha Di to re, Ko so vo, Lo cal 
con sul ta tion with ci vil so ci ety, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, 
Ko so vo, Oc to ber 29th 2009.)

We need to ob tain da ta from NA TO (...) and find 
out how much ura ni um they drop ped he re. We know 
that ura ni um ca u ses all kinds of il lnes ses and sin ce 
the re are so me physi ci ans he re among us, I wo uld 
li ke to ask them how it af fects pe o ple and what kinds 
of il lnes ses it can ca u se. (Nex hme din Mu nis hi, Tur-
kish De moc ra tic Party, Vu či trn/Vus htr ri, Ko so vo, 
Lo cal con sul ta tion with ci vil so ci ety, Mi tro vi ca/
Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Oc to ber 29th 2009.)

The re are va ri o us opi ni ons abo ut whet her war 
cri mes per pe tra tors sho uld be gran ted am nesty 
or whet her the ir sen ten ces sho uld be com mu ted. 

I don’t think that war cri mes per pe tra tors sho uld be 
gran ted am nesty and I wo uld not re com mend the ir 
sen ten ces to be com mu ted. (Nex ha ri ja Isla mi-Plla na, 
Do na, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul-
ta tion with ci vil so ci ety, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so-
vo, Oc to ber 29th 2009.)

The re are ap pro xi ma tely 1,900 mis sing per sons in 
Ko so vo and if our only chan ce to find out the truth 
abo ut the mis sing per sons is to talk to the con vic-
ted war cri mes per pe tra tors who will tell us what 
they know in re turn for a less se ve re sen ten ce (....) If 
not li ke this then what in te rest wo uld they ha ve in 
tal king to us? (Be sar ta Va si ja, Hu ma ni ta rian Law 
Cen ter Ko so vo, Pri šti na, Lo cal con sul ta tion with 
ci vil so ci ety, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Oc to ber 
29th 2009.)

Vic tims ha ve a need to be he ard and they want 
ot hers to re cog ni ze the ir suf fe ring.

Each day we fa ce post-tra u ma tic stress syndro me 
in pe o ple who ha ve been ex po sed to war cri mes (....) 
They ke ep se e king me di cal as si stan ce all the ti me, 
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they suf fer from psycho sis, and it is cle ar that the 
go vern ment has do ne very lit tle for them. Non-go-
vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons, too, did very lit tle be ca-
u se they co uld ha ve or ga ni zed such gat he rings mo re 
fre qu ently to pro vi de spa ce for the se pe o ple to talk, 
even if it is just to be he ard. (Nex ha ri ja Isla mi-Plla-
na, Do na, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Lo cal con-
sul ta tion with ci vil so ci ety, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, 
Ko so vo, Oc to ber 29th 2009.)

Ci vil so ci ety sho uld help cre a te col lec ti ve 
me mory abo ut the past lest we for get what hap-
pe ned and not only in Ko so vo. For that re a son 
it is im por tant to ha ve a re gi o nal com mis sion.

The fa mi li es will ne ver for get what hap pe ned. Ho we ver, 
as ci vil so ci ety and so ci ety as a who le, it is our obli-
ga tion to up hold the cre a tion of a col lec ti ve me mory 
abo ut the past so that we ne ver for get what hap pe ned 
in Ko so vo and el sew he re. That is why the com mis sion 
must ha ve a re gi o nal cha rac ter. (Be kim Bla kaj, Hu ma-
ni ta rian Law Cen ter Ko so vo, Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so-
vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion with ci vil so ci ety, Mi tro vi ca/
Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Oc to ber 29th 2009.) 

I think that our obli ga tion is to help this com mis sion 
(...) we sho uld not dwell too much on whet her the 
Serbs are go ing to apo lo gi ze or not. It do es not re ally 
mat ter; the ti me will co me for that. Ho we ver, the pro-
blem is to iden tify all ca ses, to ma ke an exact re cord, 
and ha ve it prin ted. (Mu sa Mu sta fa, Ko ha Di to re, 
Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion with ci vil so ci ety, Mi tro-
vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Oc to ber 29th 2009.) 

RE COM sho uld in ve sti ga te all al le ga ti ons of mass 
gra ves lo ca ti ons. For the last ten years it has not 
been al lo wed to bu ild a new mo sque in the pla-
ce of the one that was de mo lis hed in Mi tro vi ca/
Mitrovicë be ca u se it is be li e ved that the bo di es of 
the kil led pe o ple are the re. Re gar dless of ci ti zens’ 
re qu ests, it has not been do ne yet.

The re used to be a mo sque in Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë 
at the very bank of the Ibar Ri ver. This mo sque was 
de mo lis hed ten years ago and now they will not 
let us re new it or bu ild a new one. Un for tu na tely, 
pe o ple be li e ve that the bo di es of the kil led pe o ple 
are un der ne ath the mo sque and the re are even 
pe o ple ready to te stify abo ut it. We ha ve in for med 
many pe o ple abo ut it but no body has ever co me to 
in ve sti ga te it alt ho ugh it is in the he art of the town 
of Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë. (Rex hep Lus hta, Isla mic 
Com mu nity in Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Lo cal 
con sul ta tion with ci vil so ci ety on the Ini ti a ti ve for 

RE COM, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Oc to ber 
29th 2009.) 

RE COM sho uld deal with the de stiny of the 
mis sing and it sho uld al so ad dress the is sue of 
vic tims of se xu al and psycho lo gi cal tor tu re.

RE COM sho uld de fi ni tely try to ma ke a list of the 
mis sing. Ho we ver, we sho uld not for get the vic-
tims of vi o len ce, from physi cal to se xu al vi o len ce. 
(Rex hep Lus hta, Isla mic Com mu nity in Mi tro-
vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion with 
ci vil so ci ety, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Oc to ber 
29th 2009.) 

RE COM com mis si o ners and mem bers of the 
com mis sion sho uld be pro fes si o nals and they 
sho uld hold high et hi cal stan dards. They sho-
uld be lawyers, eco no mists, so ci o lo gists, physi-
ci ans, vic tims’ fa mily mem bers, re pre sen ta ti ves 
of ci vil so ci ety.

RE COM com mis si o ners and mem bers of the com-
mis sion sho uld be edu ca ted pro fes si o nals, lawyers, 
eco no mists, so ci o lo gists, physi ci ans, vic tims’ fa mily 
mem bers – all tho se who can help us col lect and 
ma ke pu blic the facts abo ut war cri mes. (Mu sa 
Mu sta fa, Ko ha Di to re, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion 
with ci vil so ci ety, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, 
Oc to ber 29th 2009.)

The pe o ple that we need the most in the fact-col lec-
ting pro cess ... sho uld be lawyers, fa mily mem bers of 
the kil led and mis sing, as well as re pre sen ta ti ves of 
ci vil so ci ety. (Bas hkim Aslla ni, Ex plo ring In tel li gen-
ce, Be ćuk/Be quk, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion with 
ci vil so ci ety, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Oc to ber 
29th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld gu a ran tee se cu rity to mem bers 
who di sclo se in for ma tion abo ut pos si ble lo ca ti-
ons whe re the bo di es of the mis sing are hid den. 

When the Serbs are pre sent, we sho uld gu a ran tee 
them se cu rity if they tell us whe re our mis sing fa mily 
mem bers are. They are afraid be ca u se if they tell us 
the ir go vern ment may kill them, put them in jail, or 
even kid nap the ir chil dren. They sho uld be of fe red 
pro tec tion, for exam ple, if they tell us whe re the 
bo di es of our lo ved ones are, we will not tell anyone 
who ga ve us that in for ma tion. (Nex hme din Mu nis-
hi, Tur kish De moc ra tic Party of Ko so vo, Lo cal con-
sul ta tion with ci vil so ci ety, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, 
Ko so vo, Oc to ber 29th 2009.)
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RE COM sho uld pro tect the iden tity of ra pe vic-
tims. If a per son or an in sti tu tion ga ins the ir 
trust, they will tell the ir story. 

In the me di cal fi eld, when we talk abo ut a pa ti ent, 
we don’t re veal fully the pa ti ent’s iden tity. We only 
sta te the age, gen der, re gion, the event in its en ti rety, 
and this pro ce du re sho uld be ap plied with ra pe vic-
tims. That is a way to avoid the stig ma ti za tion of 
vic tims. On ce they trust a per son or an in sti tu tion, 
they will tell the ir sto ri es. (Nex ha ri ja Isla mi-Plla na, 
Do na, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul-
ta tion with ci vil so ci ety, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so-
vo, Oc to ber 29th 2009.)

Re li gi o us com mu ni ti es sho uld be in clu ded in 
the pro cess be ca u se re li gi o us le a ders can win 
the trust of the vic tims and they can mo ti va te 
them to talk abo ut the ir suf fe ring.

When it co mes to re li gi o us com mu ni ti es and the ir 
le a ders, I think that they sho uld be in clu ded in the 
pro cess be ca u se of the very im por tant ro le they may 
play. Pe o ple trust them and (...) if they are ho no u ra-
ble eno ugh in all com mu ni ti es and put po li tics asi de 
and be ob jec ti ve, I think that vic tims may ac tu ally 
trust them and they wo uld tell them what hap pe-
ned to them. (Rex hep Lus hta, Isla mic Com mu nity 
in Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion 
with ci vil so ci ety, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, 
Oc to ber 29th 2009.) 

The In ter na ti o nal Red Cross and all ot her or ga-
ni za ti ons that ha ve at the ir dis po sal in for ma tion 
abo ut the events in Ko so vo sho uld be in clu ded 
in the RE COM de ba te.

I think that it is im por tant to in clu de the In ter na ti-
o nal Red Cross and all ot her hu man rights agen ci es 
that ha ve in for ma tion abo ut the events in Ko so vo 
and the cri mes com mit ted the re. (Ble rim Ibra hi mi 
from Vu či trn/Vus htr ri, Ko so vo, Lo cal con sul ta tion 
with ci vil so ci ety, Mi tro vi ca/Mitrovicë, Ko so vo, 
Oc to ber 29th 2009.)

Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
in tel lec tu als

Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na
No vem ber 7th 2009

The con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als was or ga ni zed 

by the As so ci a tion of BH jo ur na lists and at ten ded 
by Law School pro fes sors and the ir te ac hing as si-
stants, re pre sen ta ti ves of non-go vern men tal or ga-
ni za ti ons, Mis sing Per sons In sti tu te of Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na, or ga ni za ti ons of fe ring psycho lo gi cal 
sup port to vic tims of war and war cri mes, Ser bian 
Ci vic So ci ety, Re se arch and Do cu men ta tion Cen ter, 
the Co un cil of the Con gress of Bo snian Union Wor-
kers, and in de pen dent in tel lec tu als. Spe a kers we re 
Na ta ša Kan dić (Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter, Ser bia) 
and Bog dan Iva ni še vić (In ter na ti o nal Cen ter for 
Tran si ti o nal Ju sti ce). The di scus sion was mo de ra-
ted by Dže na na Ka rup-Dru ško (vi ce-pre si dent of 
the As so ci a tion of BH jo ur na lists, BiH) from Sa ra je-
vo and Ve hid Še hić (Tu zla Ci ti zens’ Fo rum).

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons

It is im por tant for all vic tims to be re cog ni zed 
and re spec ted ac ross the en ti re ter ri tory of the 
for mer Yugo sla via.

In ad di tion to the ir lo cal com mu nity and the ir 
sta te, all vic tims ought to be re cog ni zed by ot her 
pe o ple as well, to ma ke su re that everybody knows 
what hap pe ned to them. And this con sul ta tion 
pro cess pro ves just that, to be he ard by vic tims 
from ot her et hnic gro ups and so ci e ti es, to be 
he ard by tho se who we re not vic tims, too, and to 
be re as su red that they ca re abo ut them. (Na ta ša 
Kan dić, Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter, Ser bia, Na ti o-
nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
No vem ber 7th 2009.) 

The main ob stac le in our ef forts to shed light on 
our re cent past are po li ti ci ans and that seg ment 
of the ge ne ral pu blic who per ce i ve “the ir own” 
per pe tra tors con vic ted of war cri mes as he ro es.

The re is no re a di ness to re cog ni ze the fact that cri-
mes ha ve been com mit ted. In stead we ha ve po li ti ci-
ans who think it is a good idea to send a go vern ment-
ow ned pla ne to pick up a war cri mes per pe tra tor 
who has pu blicly re cog ni zed that he has com mit ted 
a war cri me, tho ugh he la ter de ni es it... That sent us 
all a cle ar mes sa ge. And we ex pect the se sa me pe o ple 
to ra i se two fin gers to mor row for any kind of ac cess, 
re gi o nal, or na ti o nal, to par ti ci pa te in cre a ting con-
clu si ons abo ut what hap pe ned in the past. That’s 
why I think this is not the right ti me to do it. (Amor 
Ma šo vić, Mis sing Per sons In sti tu te, BiH, Na ti o-
nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
No vem ber 7th 2009.)



Coalition for RECOM

8 3

Iz ve štaj o to ku kon sul ta tiv nog pro ce sa o in stru men ti ma za utvr đi va nje či nje ni ca o rat nim zlo-
či ni ma i dru gim te škim po vre da ma ljud skih pra va u post-ju go slo ven skim ze mlja ma

And in the end, the con vic ted war cri mes per pe tra-
tors, I think of tho se in dic ted by the ICTY, re tur ned 
vic to ri o usly to the ir co un tri es and it did not only 
re sult of po li ti cal ma ni pu la tion, but be ca u se that’s 
how the pu blic fe els abo ut them. (Zdrav ko Gre bo, 
law pro fes sor, Fa culty of Law, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti-
o nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
No vem ber 7th 2009.)

In a small town ne ar Sa ra je vo, a con vic ted war cri-
mi nal was wel co med ho me at a fo ot ball sta di um 
with flags and mu sic. Anot her was re ce i ved in the 
Pre si den tial Pa la ce of Bo snia and Her ze go vi na. The 
third was flown ho me by a go vern ment pla ne. The-
re fo re, I am not qu i te su re if the exi sting sta te struc-
tu res are wil ling to gi ve any sig ni fi cant con tri bu tion 
to the fact-fin ding pro cess. (Jo sip Mu se li mo vić, 
lawyer, Mo star, BiH, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with 
In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, BiH, No vem ber 7th 2009.) 

The com mis sion can sig ni fi cantly advan ce the 
se arch for the mis sing, but the re is a fe ar that 
this com mis sion will di vert the funds do na ted 
for ex hu ma ti ons and iden ti fi ca tion of mor tal 
re ma ins.

The idea as such is ex tre mely no ble and I am qu i te 
su re that a re gi o nal or a na ti o nal com mis sion can 
advan ce the se arch for mis sing per sons, it can ha ve 
bet ter ac cess to sta te or gans, in sti tu ti ons or in di vi-
du als and I am su re that wit nes ses will spe ak mo re 
freely to re pre sen ta ti ves of the Hu ma ni ta rian Law 
Cen ter or to mem bers of a na ti o nal or re gi o nal com-
mis sion than to so me [na ti o nal] sta te in sti tu ti ons. I 
am afraid that a na ti o nal or re gi o nal com mis sion 
co uld di vert the funds ne e ded for furt her iden ti fi-
ca tion of mor tal re ma ins or spe ci fic iden ti fi ca ti ons 
be ca u se the sta tes only de alt with ex hu ma ti ons so 
far. (Amor Ma šo vić, Mis sing Per sons In sti tu te, BiH, 
Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, 
BiH, No vem ber 7th 2009.)

Alt ho ugh the jud gments han ded down by the 
ICTY in di ca te the cha rac ter and the ca u ses of 
the wars wa ged on the ter ri tory of the for mer 
Yugo sla via, the com mis sion will not be able to 
deal with the ca u ses of the se wars. 

Many facts are al ready known and ba sed on the 
jud gments han ded down by the ICTY, we ha ve a 
pretty good idea abo ut the ca u ses and the cha rac ter 
of all wars wa ged thro ug ho ut for mer Yugo sla via (...), 
we ha ve a glimp se at the truth abo ut what hap pe-
ned (...) Ho we ver, it will al most be im pos si ble for 

the mem bers of the com mis sion, who e ver they are, 
to deal with the ca u ses of the wars in the for mer 
Yugo sla via. (Amor Ma šo vić, Mis sing Per sons In sti-
tu te, BiH, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, 
Sa ra je vo, BiH, No vem ber 7th 2009.)

Pu blic te sti mo ni es of vic tims will help us le arn 
abo ut the suf fe ring of ot hers.

I am in fa vo ur of pu blic te sti mo ni es of vic tims. But 
we need to think of ways how to do it. They are what 
vic tims need. They are what we all need; all of us 
who still don’t ha ve a slig htest idea abo ut hap pe-
ned to ot hers. So, I sup port that kind of ap pro ach 
(...). What we don’t know is the truth of or di nary 
pe o ple, who don’t ha ve ac cess to the me dia, who 
ha ve no me ans of ex pres sing them sel ves (...) alt-
ho ugh they wish to. They are not wit nes ses in war 
cri mes tri als; they are not ca pa ble of wri ting bo oks 
abo ut the ir suf fe ring. All they want is to use sim ple 
lan gu a ge, the lan gu a ge typi cal for the ir cul tu re and 
tell us what hurts. Well, that’s what we don’t ha ve 
and what pro bably can’t be ob ta i ned thro ugh war 
cri mes tri als, but I ho pe we can ac hi e ve it in a way 
pre sen ted to us by this ini ti a ti ve. That is what I sup-
port, but I am not ra i sing my ho pes too high. (Amor 
Ma šo vić, Mis sing Per sons In sti tu te, BiH, Na ti o-
nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
No vem ber 7th 2009.)

What I think our pro blem is, and I don’t know how 
to over co me it, is fin ding the right way to ap pro ach 
that seg ment of the in sti tu ti o nal fra me work which is 
ne ces sary to ha ve in or der to ma ke this who le thing 
va lid, con si de ring the kind of po li tics we ha ve right 
now. Whe re sho uld we start from? In my opi nion, we 
can’t go all the way back to the hi story of the 18th, 
19th, or the 20th cen tury. We must start from what 
we ha ve right now, the hi story of the last 20 years. 
But which is the right way to go? Pu blic te sti mo ni es 
are the way to go be ca u se the pu blic has no way of 
he a ring vic tims’ te sti mo ni es in any ot her way, but 
that of co ur se re qu i res the me dia to be mo re de eply 
in vol ved and de di ca ted to the en ti re idea (...). The re 
are nu me ro us un de ni a ble sto ri es and they are ra rely 
he ard (...). The qu e sti on is why am I the only per son 
he re from Ba nja Lu ka? (...) I gi ve my sup port to this 
and so do es the or ga ni za tion for which I work, but 
I don’t want to be scep ti cal. (Li di ja Ži va di no vić, the 
Hel sin ki Par li a ment of Ba nja Lu ka Ci ti zens, BiH, 
Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, 
BiH, No vem ber 7th 2009.)

You can only de fend the vic tims from your 
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com mu nity if you con demn the per pe tra tors in 
your own midst. 

If it is pos si ble to re po si tion a vic tim in this who le 
story and al low it to be not only a wit ness but a 
pro se cu tor, too, then we wo uld be able to do so met-
hing. Sin ce the re are no me ans to ju stify the cri me, 
and sin ce the cri me can only be con dem ned, then 
the vic tim sho uld be the one to con demn the cri me. 
In ot her words, vic tims sho uld tell the war cri mes 
per pe tra tors in the ir own midst that they sho uld 
not ha ve de fen ded them by com mit ting cri mes aga-
inst ot hers and that they sho uld not go on de fen ding 
them sel ves by cla i ming they did it for the vic tims 
(...). The only way you can de fend your vic tims is 
by con dem ning the war cri mes per pe tra tors in your 
own midst. (Esad Baj tal, phi lo sop her, BiH, Na ti o-
nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
No vem ber 7th 2009.)

No one can deny the need to esta blish the facts 
abo ut the past. 

Fact-fin ding is so met hing that is very dif fi cult to 
deny as a pre re qu i si te to be able to start a se ri o us 
and ho nest di scus sion abo ut the hor rors of the wars 
that hap pe ned in this re gion. (Zdrav ko Gre bo, law 
pro fes sor, Fa culty of Law, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o-
nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
No vem ber 7th 2009.)

The re gi o nal ap pro ach is not only ne e ded, it is 
in di spen sa ble. It opens a way to deal with cri-
mes and our own re spon si bi lity. 

If our pri mary task is to deal with the cri mes com-
mit ted di rectly or in di rectly, it is all the sa me to 
me be ca u se we are tal king abo ut re spon si bi lity in 
ge ne ral, then let’s ke ep it our pri mary task. The 
only pro blem is that I may not be en co u ra ged by the 
pe o ple I trust from Bel gra de, Za greb, Pri šti na, or 
Pod go ri ca, and this who le en ter pri se may turn out 
to lo ok li ke tre a son and you may he ar things li ke “if 
they are tal king abo ut the ir cri mes, then we sho uld 
talk abo ut ours”, right... The re gi o nal ap pro ach is not 
only ne e ded, it is in di spen sa ble. (Zdrav ko Gre bo, 
law pro fes sor, Fa culty of Law, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti-
o nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
No vem ber 7th 2009.)

We sho uld not ex pect go vern ment in sti tu ti ons to 
ma ke a hu ge con tri bu tion (...). It is exactly a com-
mis sion li ke this, ac ting at a re gi o nal le vel and 
co o pe ra ting bet we en na ti ons, that may ha ve bet ter 

re sults (...). (Jo sip Mu se li mo vić, lawyer, Mo star, BiH, 
Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, 
BiH, No vem ber 7th 2009.) 

One of the con di ti ons for RE COM to be for med 
is that Ser bia re cog ni zes Ko so vo, and as things 
are now, that will not hap pen in the ne ar fu tu re. 
What are the op ti ons to sol ve that pro blem?

The go vern ments that agree to form RE COM and a 
re gi o nal fact-fin ding pro ject must re cog ni ze Pri šti na, 
must re cog ni ze Ko so vo and the ot her way aro und. I 
re ally don’t see it hap pe ning at this mo ment or in 
the ne ar fu tu re, Bel gra de and Sa ra je vo re cog ni zing 
Ko so vo, for the ir dif fe rent re a sons. (Amor Ma šo vić, 
Mis sing Per sons In sti tu te, BiH, Na ti o nal Con sul-
ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, BiH, No vem ber 
7th 2009.)

Du ring the de ba te on the cre a tion of RE COM it 
is im por tant to ma ke su re that all par ti ci pants 
are equ ally in for med and then it is ne ces sary to 
tell the truth abo ut the short co mings and the 
advan ta ges of such a truth com mis sion.

I think that at such gat he rings and du ring con sul-
ta ti ons li ke this one, and I sup port them, ma ke no 
mi sta ke abo ut it, and as Pro fes sor Gre bo says, it is 
ne ces sary to pre sent the who le con cept to tho se who 
are not so much fa mi li ar abo ut it, tell them abo ut 
the flaws and the advan ta ges of such a truth com-
mis sion and open a di scus sion in that di rec tion. 
(Mid hat Iz mir li ja, Fa culty of Law, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, 
BiH, No vem ber 7th 2009.)

The facts are our we a pon to pre vent any kind of 
ma ni pu la tion of the truth.

Thro ugh the jud gments han ded by the Ha gue Tri-
bu nal it was esta blis hed that all si des com mit ted 
war cri mes. That is in di spu ta ble, and that is very 
im por tant to me. What we need to do, and I think we 
all agree on this is to help of fi cial in sti tu ti ons, first 
of all our ju di ci a ri es, but we al so ha ve the Mis sing 
Per sons In sti tu te and ot her in sti tu ti ons for med at 
the sta te le vel for that pur po se. This com mis sion has 
so me chan ces to find the facts and as we li ke to say, 
open the soul of a vic tim or so me wit ness and al low 
them to pre sent the ir per spec ti ve on a par ti cu lar 
event. And that is the re ally big ro le of the truth com-
mis sion cal led RE COM and that is our main task. 
The facts will pre vent anyone from ma ni pu la ting 
the truth. (Ve hid Še hić, Tu zla Ci ti zens’ Fo rum, BiH, 
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Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, 
BiH, No vem ber 7th 2009.)

In di vi du als who we re po si ti o ned high in the 
com mand chain and who we re not in dic ted of 
war cri mes sho uld be in vi ted to con sul ta ti ons 
li ke the se and they sho uld tell us who or de red 
them to com mit war cri mes.

It is im por tant to in vi te in di vi du als who par ti ci-
pa ted in the war, who is sued com mands, not tho se 
in dic ted by the ICTY, but tho se who we re com man-
ders du ring the war and who se na mes ne ver ca me 
up in the con text of war cri mes. They sho uld tell 
us who or de red them to com mit cri mes and what 
they or de red the ir sub or di na tes to do. They sho uld 
al so tell us why they cho se to ta ke un der the ir wing 
mem bers of the pa ra mi li tary units that com mit ted 
war cri mes (...). I am per so nally con vin ced that this 
com mis sion sho uld be able to do so met hing, but 
only if its mem bers can agree on im por tant star ting 
po ints. (Velj ko Dro ca, Ser bian Ci vic Co un cil, BiH, 
Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, 
BiH, No vem ber 7th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld be man da ted and obli ged to 
work with the so cial en vi ron ment, to ma ke su re 
that the pro cess of se ar ching for ju sti ce and 
fa cing the truth is the need of the so ci e ti es rat-
her than the need of cer tain struc tu res.

I strongly sup port this idea. For the last fi ve years I 
ha ve been wor king with vic tims from Sre bre ni ca and 
I ha ve an idea how this works. The ju di ci ary hands 
down a jud gment. The cul prit is iden ti fied and vic-
tims are stig ma ti zed on ce the ir vic tim sta tus and 
the tor tu re they suf fe red are re cog ni zed. The fact is 
that our young ge ne ra tion, and I’m tal king abo ut a 
re gion in North-eastern Bo snia whe re we con duc ted 
a mi ni-re se arch, has been in flu en ced in a way that 
gu a ran te es that they will be co me war ri ors who will 
try to un do all inju sti ces from this war. That is a fact 
(...). I wo uld li ke to sug gest that RE COM is un der 
an obli ga tion to work with so ci ety, to ma ke su re the 
pro cess of se ar ching for the ju sti ce and fa cing the 
truth is the need of so ci ety rat her than the need of 
so me struc tu res in the so ci ety. We are not go ing to 
do much if we don’t ap pro ach it in this way. (Sa lih 
Ra sa vac, Ko ri dor, BiH, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with 
In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, BiH, No vem ber 7th 2009.)
It is man da tory to in clu de re li gi o us com mu ni ti-
es in the de ba te on the past.

Re li gi o us com mu ni ti es must be in clu ded in the pro-

cess be ca u se of the hu ge in flu en ce they enjoy. But 
they must sin ce rely de mon stra te, not just for the 
sa ke of the form, that they want to deal with the 
past. (Ve hid Še hić, Tu zla Ci ti zens’ Fo rum, BiH, 
Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, 
BiH, No vem ber 7th 2009.)

The com mis sion sho uld pu blish a se lec tion of 
texts from jo ur na lists who pre pa red the im ple-
men ta tion of the idea that led to the com mis-
sion of the cri me. 

I sup port this ini ti a ti ve be ca u se re gar dless of how 
many dif fe rent chap ters are de a ling with this pro-
blem, it is ne ver eno ugh be ca u se the cri me is uni-
ver sal. RE COM sho uld pu blish a se lec tion of the 
most in di ca ti ve texts by jo ur na lists who sup por ted 
the war and hel ped im ple ment the idea to com mit 
war cri mes. (Ibra him Bu ša tli ja, the Co un cil of the 
Con gress of Bo sni ak In tel lec tu als, BiH, Na ti o-
nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
No vem ber 7th 2009.)

The ba sic and lo gi cal re a son to form this com-
mis sion is: we ha ve mass gra ves, we ha ve vic-
tims, we ha ve mor tal re ma ins, yet we don’t ha ve 
cri mi nals and per pe tra tors.

And again, the ba sic and lo gi cal re a son to form this 
com mis sion: the re are mass gra ves, the re are vic-
tims, the re are bo dily re ma ins, but the re aren’t any 
cri mi nals and per pe tra tors. (Esad Baj tal, phi lo sop-
her, BiH, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, 
Sa ra je vo, BiH, No vem ber 7th 2009.) 

The re gi o nal com mis sion is im por tant be ca u se 
of the re gi ster of vic tims which will de mon stra-
te that “the ot her si de” al so had vic tims.

It was very im por tant for me to at tend this gat he ring 
be ca u se I re ally sup port this idea. I he ard abo ut it 
be fo re and I ha ve read so me ma te ri als, I clo sely fol-
low this thing, and that’s why I am he re. I think that 
this re gi o nal com mis sion is very im por tant be ca u se 
on ce we get the se lists of vic tims many will re a li-
ze that, to use the ir lan gu a ge, “the ot her si de” had 
vic tims, too. Why am I re du cing the en ti re idea to 
that? Be ca u se I co me from a town whe re everything, 
in clu ding wa ter and the air we bre at he is di vi ded. 
Everything is do u bled in a city ra i sing fu tu re fig hters 
on the se facts. Every in sti tu tion, from day-ca re to 
uni ver sity is eit her “the ir” or “our” (...). I still ha ven’t 
he ard a sin gle vic tim say that he or she was sa tis-
fied on ce the sen ten ce was han ded down, even if it 
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was a 40 year pri son sen ten ce. Vic tims don’t get any 
sa tis fac tion out of the sen ten ces. Everything re ma ins 
the sa me. What con ti nu es is a fe e ling of emp ti ness 
and dis sa tis fac tion, the fe e ling that the re’s no ju sti-
ce. (Sead Đu lić, Cen ter for Dra ma Edu ca tion and 
the Young Pe o ple’s The a tre, Mo star, BiH, Na ti o-
nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
No vem ber 7th 2009.)

The big gest ob stac le is an as so ci a tion of re li gion 
and bad po li tics.

This is a co u ra ge o us and et hi cal act, worthy of 
re spect and sup port – what we are trying to do he re, 
in or der to co me clo ser to the truth and true facts. 
But if you ask me, the big gest chal len ge is to over-
co me the ne ga ti ve im pact of re li gion com bi ned with 
bad po li tics. Re li gion is to day the most dan ge ro us 
po li tics. Re li gion for gets its most im por tant po stu-
la tes be ca u se po li tics is mo re im por tant. Re li gi o us 
com mu ni ti es are in fact po li ti cal par ti es and they 
are be ing ac cep ted by the se pe o ple he re. (La zar 
Ma noj lo vić, pro fes sor from Bi je lji na, BiH, Na ti o-
nal Con sul ta tion with In tel lec tu als, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
No vem ber 7th 2009.)

Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
wo men’s gro ups on the Ini ti a ti ve 
RE COM 

Tu zla, BiH 
No vem ber 11th 2009

The na ti o nal con sul ta tion with wo men’s gro ups 
on the Ini ti a ti ve RE COM in Tu zla, was or ga ni zed 
by Vi ve As so ci a tion of Wo men from Tu zla, BiH. 
The gat he ring was at ten ded by 40 re pre sen ta ti ves 
of non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons from Bo snia 
and Her ze go vi na advo ca ting the rights of wo men 
but al so de a ling with the is sue of wo men vic tims 
of war. The re we re two par ti ci pants from Cro a tia 
and two re pre sen ta ti ves of the OSCE re gi o nal of fi ce 
we re mo ni to red the event. In tro duc tory spe ec hes 
we re gi ven by Ve sna Ter še lič (Do cu men ta, Cro a tia), 
Alek san dra Le tić (Hel sin ki Com mit tee for Hu man 
Rights in Re pu bli ka Srp ska), and Te u fi ka Ibra hi me-
fen dić (Vi ve As so ci a tion of Wo men, Tu zla, BiH).

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of par ti ci pants

All go vern ments in the re gion are strongly aga-

inst esta blis hing the facts abo ut war cri mes 
be ca u se many of tho se re spon si ble for so me of 
the se cri mes are hol ding go vern ment po si ti ons.

In Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, but in ot her post-Yugo-
slav sta tes too, the re is a lot of op po si tion to esta blis-
hing the facts abo ut war cri mes and ot her se ri o us 
hu man rights vi o la ti ons. Why? Well, I be li e ve the 
re a son is the fact that so me pe o ple re spon si ble for 
cer tain war cri mes are mem bers of the se go vern-
ments. (Amir Ku la glić, Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with wo men’s gro ups on the Ini ti a ti ve 
RE COM, Tu zla, BiH, No vem ber 11th 2009.)

A list of vic tims ac com pa nied by ba sic facts 
abo ut the vic tims in clu ding whe re the vic tim 
was kil led, what the vic tim’s oc cu pa tion was etc.

I am in fa vo ur of an in di vi du a li zed, per so na li zed 
list of vic tims, so that we know who the vic tim was, 
what the vic tim’s oc cu pa tion was, whe re the vic tim 
lost his or her li fe, and un der what cir cum stan ces. 
(Amir Ku la glić, Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with wo men’s gro ups on the Ini ti a ti ve RE COM, 
Tu zla, BiH, No vem ber 11th 2009.)

Facts will gi ve us a star ting po int to con clu de 
the ca u ses of the con flict. RE COM must esta-
blish the re a son why the re is a con flict in this 
re gion every 30, 40, 50 years du ring which pe o-
ple com mit hor ri fic cri mes.

Ba sed on the facts we esta blish, I be li e ve we are 
go ing to be able to ha ve so me idea of the ca u ses of 
the cri ses in the Bal kans (...). The ca u ses of the con-
flict are very im por tant. If RE COM is una ble to get 
so me idea of the ca u ses that bro ught on the who le 
war story (...) well, we can say we didn’t do anything 
im por tant (...). For us he re it is very im por tant to 
co me to a re a li za tion abo ut what ca u ses a con flict 
in this re gion every 30, 40, 50 years and for ces 
pe o ple to com mit cri mes. (Fi kret Gra bo vi ca, As so-
ci a tion of pa rents of the chil dren kil led du ring the 
si e ge of Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
wo men’s gro ups on the Ini ti a ti ve RE COM, Tu zla, 
BiH, No vem ber 11th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld en com pass the pe riod pre ce-
ding the war sin ce the se we re the years when 
pre pa ra ti ons for war we re un der way.

In Sre bre ni ca, for exam ple, three years be fo re the 
war bro ke out so me pe o ple had ma de ro ads thro-
ugh the wo ods. Why did they ma ke ro ads thro ugh 
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the wo ods? They said they ne e ded them for ex por-
ting tim ber. But they we re just pre pa ring for the 
war. They al so dro ve away arms and am mu ni tion 
be lon ging to the ter ri to rial de fen ce in Sre bre ni ca. 
My hus band was an in tel lec tual, he knew what it 
me ant. He asked Sa vo Alek sić, Chi ef-of-Staff of the 
Sre bre ni ca Mu ni ci pa lity and the Chi ef-of-Staff of 
the In ter nal Af fa irs Sec re ta ri at (SUP): “Sa vo, what 
are they do ing?” and he re plied: “Too old, I gu ess. 
They want to bring in the new ones.” Ho we ver, the 
town was left wit ho ut any me ans to de fend it self. 
That me ant they we re pre pa ring for the war. And 
we, RE COM, will ha ve to start with the se facts to be 
able to know why it all hap pe ned. So me body plan-
ned the se things in advan ce. (Ka da Ho tić, Mot hers 
of Sre bre ni ca,  BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
wo men’s gro ups on the Ini ti a ti ve RE COM, Tu zla, 
BiH, No vem ber 11th 2009.)

Vic tims ha ve a need to tell the ir sto ri es and 
they must trust the pe o ple they are tal king to. 
They want to be li ste ned to and they need to be 
un der stood. They need to re in sta te the ir con fi-
den ce in the ir own po ten tial and dig nity. That 
is the only way they can be em po we red eno ugh 
to te stify in pu blic.

Vic tims feel the need to talk (...) to be he ard, to be 
un der stood and re spec ted. They want to ha ve the ir 
dig nity back (...). Vic tims need to start be li e ving in 
the ir own po ten tial to be able to trust ot hers (...). 
They ha ve to be li e ve they can do it, they ha ve the 
po wer to do it (...). That is how we can cre a te a do cu-
ment that will help us ma ke a ti me li ne of events. 

The ju di ci ary, as I said, is ta sked with esta blis-
hing the truth, but they can not sa tisfy the ne eds 
of the vic tims. Vic tims need to talk if anyone will 
li sten. We must say ho nestly that many pe o ple try 
to avoid li ste ning to vic tims’ sto ri es. When we talk 
abo ut pu blic he a rings of vic tims, we mean that 
vic tims are tal king to so me body who is li ste ning. 
They will not talk to a wall. They want to be he ard, 
un der stood, re spec ted, and they want the ir dig nity 
back. (Te u fi ka Ibra hi me fen dić (Vi ve As so ci a tion 
of Wo men, Tu zla, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
wo men’s gro ups on the Ini ti a ti ve RE COM, Tu zla, 
BiH, No vem ber 11th 2009.)

All vic tims’ sto ri es must be he ard. That me ans 
re spect and not equ a li za ti on of vic tims.

I don’t want to get in the mid dle of what hap pe ned 
in Ka li no vic, what hap pe ned in Ko njic, what hap pe-

ned in Mo star, be ca u se I don’t know the se sto ri es. I 
want to re ce i ve them with re spect and not with jud-
gment; I don’t want to eva lu a te who se story is mo re 
hor ri fic be ca u se all sto ri es are dif fe rent. That is the 
only way. That do es not mean that we are ma king 
all sto ri es equ al be ca u se we know what the main 
is su es are – Sre bre ni ca, the be gin ning of the war, 
Ka pi ja, Mer ka le Mar ket in Sa ra je vo, and all ot her 
pla ces whe re mass cri mes hap pe ned. (Te u fi ka Ibra-
hi me fen dić (Vi ve As so ci a tion of Wo men, Tu zla, 
BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with wo men’s gro ups 
on the Ini ti a ti ve RE COM, Tu zla, BiH, No vem ber 
11th 2009.)

The re gi o nal com mis sion ena bles us to find 
out the truth abo ut the pe o ple in Sre bre ni ca 
who fled to Mon te ne gro in 1992 and who we re 
de por ted from Mon te ne gro only to di sap pe ar 
wit ho ut a tra ce.

Why do we need a re gi o nal ap pro ach to esta blis hing 
the facts? Well, we can’t know what hap pe ned in 
Sre bre ni ca – a gro up of pe o ple from Sre bre ni ca, my 
ne ig hbo urs, left for Mon te ne gro in April 1992 (...) 
only to be soon af ter wards de por ted by the Mon te-
ne gro go vern ment to the so cal led Re pu bli ka Srp ska 
po li ce. They we re all kil led. We ne ver fo und out any-
thing abo ut them (...). So, I am asking you: how can 
we le arn the truth abo ut the se pe o ple if we do not 
apply the re gi o nal ap pro ach? If we don’t ma ke the 
go vern ment of Mon te ne gro open the ir sta te ar chi ves 
and tell us what hap pe ned and whe re the se pe o ple 
we re sent, tho se re spon si ble for de stiny will ne ver 
be bro ught to ju sti ce. (Amir Ku la glić, Sre bre ni ca, 
BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with wo men’s gro ups 
on the Ini ti a ti ve RE COM, Tu zla, BiH, No vem ber 
11th 2009.)

RE COM ne eds to in ve sti ga te the de sti ni es of 
many chil dren who be ca me vic tims du ring the 
war. 

We are tal king abo ut the kil led, the ra ped, abo-
ut ve te rans. I think it is good that the gen tle man 
is he re to day be ca u se I think that RE COM re ally 
ne eds to in ve sti ga te the de sti ni es of many chil dren 
who be ca me vic tims du ring the war. (Ro sa ma Mi lić, 
May 22 As so ci a tion, Ka pi ja, Tu zla BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with wo men’s gro ups on the Ini ti a ti ve 
RE COM, Tu zla, BiH, No vem ber 11th 2009.)

The cen tral com mis sion sho uld be a brid ge bet-
we en vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons and the ju di ci ary 
and it sho uld ha ve sub-com mis si ons with a pre-
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de ter mi ned in for ma tion flow pro to col in pla ce.
I think that it (...) sho uld be a cen tral com mis sion 
with a se ri es of sub-com mis si ons which (...) will fun-
ction in ac cor dan ce with a pre ci sely de fi ned in for-
ma tion flow pro to col (...). The cen tral com mis sion 
sho uld be a brid ge bet we en vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons 
hel ping the vic tims of war and the ju di ci ary (...) and 
al so put pres su re on our go vern ments to help us sol-
ve the se pro blems. (Aida Ome ra gić, Me di ca, Ze ni ca, 
BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with wo men’s gro ups 
on the Ini ti a ti ve RE COM, Tu zla, BiH, No vem ber 
11th 2009.)

Facts abo ut vic tims and war cri mes will cur tail 
the cir cu la tion of va ri o us con spi racy the o ri es 
and put an end to a war cri me de nial cul tu re.

It is very im por tant to pro vi de exact per so nal in for-
ma tion abo ut the vic tims and for everything el se 
that will be wit hin the man da te of the com mis sion 
so that exact num bers can be de ter mi ned. That 
sho uld be do ne in or der to (...) cut short all sorts of 
con spi racy the o ri es and war cri mes de nial cul tu-
re. (Te u fi ka Ibra hi me fen dić (Vi ve As so ci a tion of 
Wo men, Tu zla, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
wo men’s gro ups on the Ini ti a ti ve RE COM, Tu zla, 
BiH, No vem ber 11th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld be ma de up of pe o ple ot her 
than po li ti ci ans and ce le bri ti es from the fi eld of 
cul tu re, sci en ce, or sports. Mem bers of RE COM 
sho uld be anonymo us per sons with high mo ral 
in te grity, not bur de ned with the he ri ta ge of the 
past, in di vi du als able to lo ok out for the best 
in te rest of everybody.

Only pe o ple ot her than po li ti ci ans and ce le bri ti es 
from the area of cul tu re, sci en ce, or sports sho uld 
be co me mem bers of RE COM. Mem bers of RE COM 
sho uld be anonymo us per sons with high mo ral in te-
grity, not bur de ned with the he ri ta ge of the past, 
in di vi du als in te re sted in do ing what’s in the best 
in te rest of all par ti es. They must be ho no u ra ble pe o-
ple who will not put the ir per so nal in te rests be fo re 
the in te rest of ot hers. (Edin Tu rić, May 25 As so ci a-
tion of Ci ti zens, Tu zla, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with wo men’s gro ups on the Ini ti a ti ve RE COM, 
Tu zla, BiH, No vem ber 11th 2009.)

I think it wo uld be wi se to co me up with cri te ria 
which wo uld be re spec ted by all mem bers of the 
com mis sion. They sho uld be pro fi led as per sons with 
high mo ral in te grity, un bur de ned with the le gacy of 
the past. Only pe o ple fit ting that pro fi le can draw 

con clu si ons from all this. (Fi kret Gra bo vi ca, As so-
ci a tion of pa rents of the chil dren kil led du ring the 
si e ge of Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
wo men’s gro ups on the Ini ti a ti ve RE COM, Tu zla, 
BiH, No vem ber 11th 2009.)

The re are no pro per system so lu ti ons in BiH for 
the war re pa ra ti ons is sue. RE COM sho uld help 
sol ve this pro blem.

The most fre qu ent form of re dress in BiH is 
go vern ment spon so red re pa ra tion system which 
is of fe red to ci vi lian vic tims of war, han di cap ped 
war ve te rans etc (...). The re are no system so lu-
ti ons in pla ce (...). They ap pro ach this is sue in a 
very li mi ted way, it all co mes down to monthly 
payments, com pen sa tion for physi cal in ju ri es and 
im pa ir ment or on ac co unt of a kil led or mis sing 
fa mily mem ber, on ac co unt of se xu al abu se, ra pe, 
etc. (Te u fi ka Ibra hi me fen dić (Vi ve As so ci a tion of 
Wo men, Tu zla, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
wo men’s gro ups on the Ini ti a ti ve RE COM, Tu zla, 
BiH, No vem ber 11th 2009.)

May 25 As so ci a tion Ka pi ja will join the Co a li-
tion for RE COM if it is in de pen dent of po li ti cal 
in flu en ces. 

We will be glad to join the Co a li tion for RE COM 
if it is not go ing to be un der the pa tro na ge of any 
po li ti cal op tion in any of the post-Yugo slav co un tri-
es. (Edin Tu rić, May 25 As so ci a tion Ka pi ja, Tu zla, 
BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with wo men’s gro ups 
on the Ini ti a ti ve RE COM, Tu zla, BiH, No vem ber 
11th 2009.)

The lack of in te rest in the me dia for this to pic 
in di ca tes that the sta te is not in te re sted in he a-
ring abo ut the past. They ke ep sen ding a mes-
sa ge that the past is best for got ten and that we 
sho uld fo cus on eco no mic is su es. 

In re a lity, the lack of me dia in te rest for this to pic 
re flects the lack of in te rest of the sta te to le arn abo ut 
this [the past]. I think that the sta te simply do es not 
want to he ar abo ut it and ke eps tel ling us that we 
sho uld for get the past and fo cus on eco no mic is su es. 
(Ja sna Ze če vić, Vi ve Wo men, Tu zla, BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with wo men’s gro ups on the Ini ti a ti ve 
RE COM, Tu zla, BiH, No vem ber 11th 2009.)

Spe cial tra i ning sho uld be or ga ni zed for jo ur-
na lists so that they can un der stand the in stru-
ments of tran si ti o nal ju sti ce.
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Se pa ra te tra i nings sho uld be of fe red to jo ur na lists 
in or der to bet ter in form them abo ut this to pic and 
tran si ti o nal ju sti ce mec ha nisms. (Zo ri ca Ro kić, 
PAN Ra dio, Bi je lji na, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with wo men’s gro ups on the Ini ti a ti ve RE COM, 
Tu zla, BiH, No vem ber 11th 2009.)

Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM 

Ša bac, Ser bia 
No vem ber 13th 2009

The con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity in Ša bac 
was or ga ni zed by the Youth Of fi ce of the City of Ša bac 
(Ser bia) and they we re at ten ded by 23 par ti ci pants, 
re pre sen ta ti ves of the lo cal self-go vern ment, mu ni ci pal 
com mit te es of par li a men tary po li ti cal par ti es, jo ur na-
lists, cul tu ral wor kers, and non-go vern men tal or ga ni za-
ti ons. Spe a kers we re Ma ri ja na To ma (Im pu nity Watch, 
Ser bia) and Dra gan Po po vić (Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen-
ter, Ser bia) who al so mo de ra ted the di scus sion. 

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of the par ti ci pants

RE COM will help both youn ger and ol der pe o-
ple un der stand what hap pe ned in the past.

This truth com mis sion and the ini ti a ti ve aro und it, 
I think (...) will be very good for youn ger ge ne ra ti ons, 
it will help them un der stand what hap pe ned in the 
past and it will of fer the real truth to tho se of us 
who are ol der. (Ana La zić, Youth Of fi ce of the City 
of Ša bac, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ša bac, Ser bia, 
No vem ber 13th 2009.)

If we fail to esta blish the facts, the past will 
ha unt us fo re ver.

De a ling with the past is a ne ces sary pro cess and we 
sho uld start it as soon as pos si ble be ca u se for as long 
as we don’t know the facts, the past will ha unt us. 
(Ivan Do sko vić, In ter-Mu ni ci pal Hi sto ric Ar chi ve, 
Ša bac, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ša bac, Ser bia, 
No vem ber 13th 2009.)

The com mis sion sho uld gat her the facts abo ut 
the de stiny of the mis sing.

From a tec hni cal po int of vi ew it is a lot of work but 
I think that the facts abo ut the de stiny of the mis sing 
and the num ber of the mis sing sho uld be esta blis hed 
no mat ter what (...) and it is im por tant that the right 
ope ra ti o nal ap pro ach is cho sen (...). (Đor đe Ra do-
vić, Ro tary Club, Ša bac, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 2009.)

Con flicts in BiH, Cro a tia, and in Ko so vo are 
spe ci fic and they can not be con si de red in the 
sa me con text.

It is not the sa me, the con flict on the ter ri tory of 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, what hap pe ned bet we en 
the Serbs and the Bo sni aks, and what hap pe ned 
bet we en the Serbs and the Al ba ni ans. In a way, that 
is a bi la te ral to pic, and it is the re spon si bi lity of 
all na ti ons, or ga ni za ti ons, and in di vi du als to deal 
with each of the se con flicts in di vi du ally... be ca u se 
they are all spe ci fic in the ir na tu re. (Đor đe Ra do-
vić, Ro tary Club, Ša bac, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 2009.)

Vic tims sho uld re ce i ve sa tis fac tion which sho-
uld lead to re con ci li a tion.

I think that the most im por tant is sue for vic tims is 
sa tis fac tion which will speed up the re con ci li a tion 
pro cess and help nor ma li ze li fe in this re gion. (Ma ri-
ca La za re vić, Li be ral De moc ra tic Party, Ša bac, Ser-
bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 
13th 2009.)
 
Re con ci li a tion is a lengthy pro cess and de pends 
on tho se who are still se ar ching for the re ma ins 
of the ir lo ved ones.

I’d say that re con ci li a tion is a lengthy pro cess and 
it do es not de pend only on tho se of us who are in 
fa vo ur of it but al so on tho se who are vic tims and 
who are still se ar ching for the ir lo ved ones and who 
want to be able to gi ve them a pro per re sting pla ce. 
(Kse ni ja Pan tić, Li be ral De moc ra tic Party, Ša bac, 
Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 
13th 2009.)

In or der to ac hi e ve re con ci li a tion, it is ne ces-
sary to find out the ca u ses of the con flict.

If we are tal king abo ut re con ci li a tion among the 
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war ring na ti ons, so to spe ak, we must first find out 
what the na tu re of the con flict was. (Ži va na La za-
re vić, Youth Ini ti a ti ve Ša bac, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 2009.)

The only way we can ha ve clo su re is to ad mit 
that a mem ber of “my” na tion com mit ted a war 
cri me.

The only right way to deal with it and ha ve clo su re 
is to ha ve your opi nion abo ut the se events and say 
“yes, that cri me was com mit ted by a mem ber of my 
na tion, I strongly con demn it and it sho uld ne ver 
hap pen again. I feel aw ful that it was do ne by the 
mem bers of my na tion, but I wo uld al so con demn 
it if it was do ne by ot her pe o ple”. (Đor đe Ra do vić, 
Ro tary Club, Ša bac, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 2009.)

Gran ting am nesty to war cri mes per pe tra tors 
who want to talk abo ut the ir cri mes is a way to 
di sco ver most hor ri fic cri mes.

Am nesty is a good idea be ca u se it may ac tu ally 
en co u ra ge (...) so me war cri mes per pe tra tors to co me 
for ward and tell what they know abo ut so me of the 
most hor ri fic cri mes (...) so that the se cri mes can be 
al so pro ces sed in a co urt of law. (Ivan Do sko vić, 
In ter-Mu ni ci pal Hi sto ric Ar chi ve, Ša bac, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini-
ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 
2009.)

We are not able to re ach a con sen sus on the 
am nesty is sue in the re gion.

We ha ve eno ugh evi den ce al ready wit ho ut brin ging 
the se cri mi nals he re to te stify, so we don’t ha ve to 
talk abo ut am nesty, but if we don’t ha ve eno ugh 
evi den ce, then it may be a good way to col lect mo re 
in for ma tion (...). It is go ing to be dif fi cult to re ach 
a con sen sus abo ut it on a bro a der le vel when I am 
una ble to fi gu re it out in my own head. (Ivan Ćo sić, 
Li be ral De moc ra tic Party, Ša bac, Ser bia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 2009.)

The only way to pre vent re la ti vi za tion of war 
cri mes is to esta blish the facts and ha ve per pe-
tra tors ad mit the ir cri mes.

It is im por tant to ra i se awa re ness among the pe o-

ple to start fig hting the re la ti vi za tion of war cri mes 
(...) and it will be best ac hi e ved by esta blis hing the 
facts and by ha ving per pe tra tors ad mit the cri mes 
they com mit ted. (Ivan Do sko vić, In ter-Mu ni ci pal 
Hi sto ric Ar chi ve, Ša bac, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 2009.)

Mo rally spe a king, it is not a good idea for 
RE COM to ma ke a list of war cri mes per pe tra-
tors be ca u se everyone is in no cent un til pro ven 
gu ilty.

RE COM sho uld not ma ke lists of war cri mes per pe-
tra tors as it will go aga inst the ba sic ju di cial pre mi-
se that everyone is in no cent un til pro ven gu ilty. It 
wo uld be li ke an act of pro scrip tion. (Ivan Do sko vić, 
In ter-Mu ni ci pal Hi sto ric Ar chi ve, Ša bac, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini-
ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 
2009.)

RE COM sho uld in ve sti ga te the events from the 
pe riod 1991-2000.

The ti me fra me for the in ve sti ga tion un der ta ken by 
RE COM sho uld be 1991-2000, mid 1999 or un til 
2000. (Ivan Do sko vić, In ter-Mu ni ci pal Hi sto ric 
Ar chi ve, Ša bac, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ša bac, 
Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 2009.)

Do cu men ta tion col lec ted by RE COM sho uld be 
used by the ju di ci ary.

When spe a king abo ut pro ces sing war cri mes, it 
is im por tant that the facts col lec ted by RE COM 
are used by the ju di ci ary in or der to esta blish the 
re spon si bi lity for all war cri mes. (Ivan Do sko vić, 
In ter-Mu ni ci pal Hi sto ric Ar chi ve, Ša bac, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini-
ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 
2009.)

The exi sten ce of a po li ti cal will in Ser bia to 
cre a te RE COM is do ub tful. Non-go vern men-
tal or ga ni za ti ons sho uld lead the cam pa ign for 
RE COM.

I think that the re is no po li ti cal will in Ser bia to sup-
port this idea and I al so think that RE COM can only 
be suc cessful if it enjoys un wa ve ring po li ti cal sup port 
- the sup port of the go vern ment. Non-go vern men tal 
or ga ni za ti ons sup por ting RE COM sho uld do mo re 
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to cre a te a po si ti ve ima ge and to pre sent this pro ject 
in pu blic. (Mi lan Ni ko lić, G17 Plus, Ša bac, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini-
ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 
2009.)

All of us he re ha ve the best in ten ti ons, but (...) and 
I don’t mean to of fend anyone he re, in re a lity, the re 
is very lit tle we can do wit ho ut ade qu a te po li ti cal 
sup port which is osten sibly mis sing in our so ci ety. 
(Du šan Ko sta di no vić, De moc ra tic Youth of the 
De moc ra tic Party, Ša bac, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 2009.)

All co un tri es in the re gion be ar the bur den of 
our re cent past: are they go ing to be wil ling to 
cre a te RE COM?

The en ti re ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla via is 
ca rrying the sa me bur den, the bur den of the re cent 
past and everybody is ha ving a hard ti me de a ling 
with the past. I think that all the se so ci e ti es are lac-
king the po li ti cal will to cre a te such a com mis sion 
and to al low it do its job. (Ivan Do sko vić, In ter-Mu-
ni ci pal Hi sto ric Ar chi ve, Ša bac, Ser bia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to cre a te a re gi o nal TV sta tion or 
pro vi de a ti me slot on all na ti o nal TV sta ti ons 
to air pu blic te sti mo ni es of vic tims so that the 
pu blic can he ar them.

We sho uld eit her form a re gi o nal TV sta tion which 
will air vic tims’ te sti mo ni es or de sig na te a ti me slot 
on na ti o nal TV sta ti ons in which the se te sti mo ni es 
will be aired so that the pu blic can ha ve a uni que 
pic tu re and so that ci ti zens of all post-Yugo slav 
co un tri es can ha ve the sa me in put abo ut the se te sti-
mo ni es. (Ivan Do sko vić, In ter-Mu ni ci pal Hi sto ric 
Ar chi ve, Ša bac, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ša bac, 
Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 2009.)

The he a dqu ar ters of RE COM sho uld be in BiH 
be ca u se a vast ma jo rity of cri mes hap pe ned 
the re. 

When spe a king abo ut the de cen tra li za tion of 
RE COM, I think that RE COM he a dqu ar ters sho uld 
be lo ca ted in BiH be ca u se a vast ma jo rity of cri mes 
hap pe ned the re and that is whe re most of our ac ti-
vity is go ing to be con cen tra ted. (Ma ri ca La za re vić, 

Li be ral De moc ra tic Party, Ša bac, Ser bia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 2009.)

Mem bers of the com mis sion sho uld only be 
from the re gion but it is re a so na ble to fe ar that 
it may fall apart for that sa me re a son.

The com mis sion, I think, sho uld not ha ve any out-
of-the-re gion mem bers simply be ca u se it wo uld be 
com pli ca ted to ma ke a se lec tion. Rat her it sho uld 
just ha ve re pre sen ta ti ves of the na ti ons that par ti ci-
pa ted in the war, so that they can slowly start tal king 
abo ut what hap pe ned. I am afraid that RE COM 
may al so fall apart just li ke the for mer Yugo sla via 
did. Maybe mem bers from ot her co un tri es sho uld 
be in char ge of su per vi sing the com mis sion so it do es 
not fall apart. (Du šan Vi šnjić, Youth Of fi ce of the 
City of Ša bac, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ša bac, 
Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld in ve sti ga te the events in Slo ve-
nia and Ma ce do nia.

I think that RE COM sho uld deal with the events 
in Slo ve nia and Ma ce do nia. (Du šan Vi šnjić, Youth 
Of fi ce of the City of Ša bac, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 13th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld se cu re psycho lo gi cal sup port 
for vic tims and per pe tra tors who want to co o-
pe ra te with the com mis sion. This may be a way 
to ob tain mo re in for ma tion abo ut the cri mes.

In fact, RE COM sho uld be an or ga ni za tion that 
of fers sup port to vic tims and any in di vi du als who 
di rectly or in di rectly to ok part in war ope ra ti ons (...). 
We sho uld try to co me to so me sort of un der stan-
ding with them. (Mi lan Ni ko lić, G17 Plus, Ša bac, 
Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 
13th 2009.)

In or der to im ple ment the go als and the re sults 
of the pro cess it is ne ces sary to ha ve the sup-
port of the Euro pean Union and of the in ter na-
ti o nal com mu nity in ge ne ral.

The Euro pean Union can exert all kinds of pres su re 
in dif fe rent pla ces and this who le pro cess will be a 
lot mo re suc cessful with that kind of sup port. (Ma ri-
ca La za re vić, Li be ral De moc ra tic Party, Ša bac, 
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Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Ša bac, Ser bia, No vem ber 
13th 2009.) 

Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM 

Vla se ni ca, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na 
No vem ber 14th 2009

Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity in Vla se-
ni ca was or ga ni zed by the Vla se ni ca 92-95 As so-
ci a tion of Vic tims’ Fa mi li es (BiH) in co o pe ra tion 
with the Hel sin ki Com mit tee for Hu man Rights in 
Re pu bli ka Srp ska (BiH). The gat he ring was at ten-
ded 57 par ti ci pants re pre sen ta ti ves of vic tims’ fa mi-
li es as so ci a ti ons from Vla se ni ca, Mi li ći, Bra tu nac, 
Ha džić, Zvor nik, and Vo go šće, re pre sen ta ti ves of 
the lo cal com mu nity, Mu ni ci pal As sembly mem-
ber of the Mu ni ci pa lity of Vla se ni ca, Chi ef-of-Staff 
of the Mu ni ci pa lity Vla se ni ca and Mu ni ci pa lity 
of Mi li ći. Spe a kers we re Ad mir Ku la glić (from 
Sre bre ni ca, BiH), Dže vad Bek ta še vić (Vla se ni ca 
92-95 As so ci a tion of Vic tims’ Fa mi li es, BiH), and 
Alek san dra Le tić (Hel sin ki Com mit tee for Hu man 
Rights in RS, BiH). The di scus sion was mo de ra ted 
by Ha zim Muj či no vić (Vla se ni ca 92-95 As so ci a tion 
of Vic tims’ Fa mi li es (BiH).

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of par ti ci pants

The facts must be in ve sti ga ted and ex pe ri en ces 
must be told and re cor ded in or der to ser ve as a 
re min der to fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons.

Vic tims of tor tu re and ra pe, fa mi li es who lost the ir 
lo ved ones, everything they suf fe red and lost, they 
can ne ver for get it be ca u se they li ve the ir li ves with 
that pain, with the se tho ughts and sec rets (...). But if 
the se facts can not be in any way re mo ved or for got-
ten, then they ha ve to be in ve sti ga ted, esta blis hed, 
and do cu men ted; they must be in ter pre ted in an 
ob jec ti ve and ho nest way (...). Ex pe ri en ces must be 
told and re cor ded in or der to ser ve as a re min der to 
fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons so that they don’t ha ve to ex pe-
ri en ce what we ha ve ex pe ri en ced. (Amir Ku la glić 
from Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Vla se ni ca, 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 14th 2009.)

RE COM can only be suc cessful if it is free from 
all kinds of po li ti cal in flu en ce.

Po li ti ci ans in po wer in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na are 
very deft in ma ni pu la ting (...) the ir own pe o ple (...). 
This re gi o nal com mis sion is a good idea, but it will 
only be suc cessful if it is com ple tely void of all sorts of 
po li ti cal in flu en ces. (Mla den Po po vić, Chi ef-of-Staff 
of the Vla se ni ca Mu ni ci pal As sembly, BiH, Con sul-
ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Vla se ni ca, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
No vem ber 14th 2009.)

Vic tims ex pect the com mis sion to sol ve the 
is sue of mis sing per sons as soon as pos si ble so 
that they can gi ve them a pro per bu rial and tell 
the who le world why it hap pe ned and who ini-
ti a ted it.

What we want is to find all the mis sing so that we 
can gi ve them a pro per bu rial. Al so, we want the 
per pe tra tors to be iden ti fied and pu nis hed (...). We 
all want to show the world why it all hap pe ned and 
who ini ti a ted it. (Ali ja Da u to vić, Vla se ni ca 92-95 
As so ci a tion of Vic tims’ Fa mi li es, Tu zla, BiH, Con-
sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Vla se ni ca, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
No vem ber 14th 2009.)

I bu ried my pa rents and my pain is ago ni zing, but 
be li e ve me, it wo uld be a re li ef only to know why they 
we re kil led. And that is the only re li ef many vic tims 
of the war may ha ve (...). My fa mily has been li ving 
in Vla se ni ca for a long ti me and I wo uld re ally want 
to know why my pa rents had to be kil led. (Te mi ma 
Be go vić, Vla se ni ca 92-95 As so ci a tion of Vic tims’ 
Fa mi li es, Tu zla, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Vla se ni ca, 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 14th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld co o pe ra te with go vern ment 
in sti tu ti ons which are cre a ting re cords and it 
sho uld al so set up vic tim da ta ba ses.

One very im por tant is sue when it co mes to RE COM 
is that we can not go past go vern ment, mu ni ci pa lity, 
or en tity in sti tu ti ons (...). The re are in sti tu ti ons and 
bo di es de a ling with this pro blem, ma king the se lists, 
and set ting up da ta ba ses of vic tims. (Ah met Gra hić, 
As so ci a tion of Bo sni ak As so ci a ti ons of the Mis sing, 
Sa ra je vo, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Vla se ni ca, Bo snia 
and Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 14th 2009.)
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The com mis sion must not grant am nesty but 
it sho uld gi ve a re com men da tion to com mu te 
sen ten ces for tho se per pe tra tors who gi ve con-
fi den tial in for ma tion on mass gra ves.

I per so nally don’t ap pro ve of the idea to gi ve 
am nesty to war cri mes cri mi nals, but I am in fa vo ur 
of so me sort of sen ten ce re duc tion for tho se who 
are wil ling to di sclo se pri vi le ged in for ma tion abo ut 
the vic tims, abo ut mass gra ves, and mor tal re ma-
ins. That’s an idea I can con do ne. (Amir Ku la glić, 
Sre bre ni ca, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Vla se ni ca, 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 14th 2009.)

Vic tims can not be equ al led with ve te rans who 
lost the ir li ves fig hting.

Most pe o ple don’t agree on the de fi ni tion of a vic tim. 
Ve te rans who lost the ir li ves fig hting can not be con-
si de red vic tims. The re is a dif fe ren ce in ca ses of mass 
exe cu ti on and tho se who we re kil led in ac tion. I wish 
my brot her had died in a bat tle fi eld in stead of be ing 
exe cu ted blind fol ded with his hands tied be hind 
his back. (Ah met Gra hić, As so ci a tion of Bo sni ak 
As so ci a ti ons of the Mis sing, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Con sul-
ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Vla se ni ca, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
No vem ber 14th 2009.)

The goal of RE COM sho uld be to use the facts 
in or der to in flu en ce the edu ca tion system in 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na. 

Sin ce the end of the war we ha ve pro du ced fo ur 
ge ne ra ti ons of stu dents from ele men tary school to 
uni ver sity stu dents. That is tho u sands of our chil-
dren who stu died hi story from three dif fe rent hi story 
text bo oks (...). It wo uld ma ke me very happy if the 
facts esta blis hed by RE COM can ma ke the ir way 
in to our hi story bo oks. (Ah met Gra hić, As so ci a tion 
of Bo sni ak As so ci a ti ons of the Mis sing, Sa ra je vo, 
BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Vla se ni ca, Bo snia and Her-
ze go vi na, No vem ber 14th 2009.)

We will ma ke a first step for ward when the vic-
tims start tal king abo ut what hap pe ned to them 
and when the cri mi nals are held re spon si ble for 
the ir acts. 

It is my opi nion that only a di a lo gue of vic tims’ 
fa mily mem bers can lead to truth (...). All po li ti cal 
di a lo gu es sho uld be for got ten (...) and it [di a lo gue of 

vic tims’ fa mily mem bers] sho uld be do ne in a way 
that gu a ran te es the se cu rity of the vic tims who want 
to te stify (...) for many vic tims are afraid to co me 
for ward and talk abo ut what hap pe ned to them (...). 
And on ce vic tims are in ter vi e wed we can put pres-
su re on pro se cu tors to put the cri mi nals whe re they 
be long. That will be a step for ward. (Ka de fa Ri zva-
no vić, As so ci a tion of Wo men of Pod ri nje, Bra tu-
nac, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity 
on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Vla se ni ca, Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 14th 2009.)

RE COM will be suc cessful even if only one vic-
tim is fo und and one per pe tra tor pu nis hed.

For that re a son I wo uld li ke to sup port this who le 
ini ti a ti ve and I am gra te ful that (...) we can of fer at 
le ast so me sa tis fac tion to vic tims and if this ini ti a-
ti ve and this pro gram help us find only one vic tim 
and help us iden tify and pu nish one cri mi nal, it 
will be suc cessful. (Ali ja Da u to vić, Vla se ni ca 92-95 
As so ci a tion of Vic tims’ Fa mi li es, Tu zla, BiH, Con-
sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Vla se ni ca, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
No vem ber 14th 2009.)

Young pe o ple born du ring the war ha ve very 
ra di cal vi ews which can help cre a te a new spa ce 
for new con flicts. The re fo re, it is ne ces sary to 
esta blish the fact and stop in ter pre ting the past 
ar bi tra rily.

What can be qu i te di sco u ra ging in cer tain si tu a tion 
is the fact that young pe o ple who we re two or three 
years old du ring the war, are qu i te ra di ca li zed and 
ha ve mo re ex tre me vi ews that tho se who to ok part 
in the con flict on the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo-
sla via. That can de fi ni tely cre a te a new spa ce for a 
new con flict. And the only way to put an end to it is 
to stop in ter pre ting the past ar bi tra rily, in a man-
ner that su its best our et hnic in te rests. We need to 
lay down the facts and cre a te an aut hen tic re cord, 
a truth ful re cord of what hap pe ned, chro no lo gi-
cally, and gi ve the se events the na me they de ser ve. 
(Alek san dar Le tić, Hel sin ki Com mit tee for Hu man 
Rights in Re pu bli ka Srp ska, BiH, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Vla se ni ca, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 
14th 2009.)

Vic tims’ fa mi li es sho uld be in clu ded in the pro-
cess and asked whet her they want the com mis-
sion and what kind of com mis sion they pre fer 
and what its man da te sho uld be.
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Vic tims’ fa mi li es (...), we sho uld be in clu ded in the 
pro cess be ca u se our word and our stra tegy must be 
he ard, it must be told in pu blic and this is an op por-
tu nity (...). We sho uld not al low ot hers to talk abo ut 
us, we sho uld spe ak for our sel ves and we sho uld say 
what kind of com mis sion, if any, we want. We need 
to set its go als or its man da te and everything that 
ne eds to be do ne. (Me vlu din Lu pić, As so ci a tion 
of the fa mi li es of de ten tion camp in ma tes and the 
fa mi li es of the mis sing of the Zvor nik mu ni ci pa lity, 
Zvor nik, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Vla se ni ca, Bo snia 
and Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 14th 2009.)

The Re port of RE COM sho uld be a le gally bin-
ding do cu ment for all go vern ments on the ter ri-
tory of the for mer Yugo sla via. 

The end re sult of the en ti re work of RE COM sho uld be 
a do cu ment, a re port that’s le gally bin ding (...) for all 
go vern ments on the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla via. 
(Ali ja Da u to vić, Vla se ni ca 92-95 As so ci a tion of Vic-
tims’ Fa mi li es, Tu zla, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Vla se ni ca, 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 14th 2009.)

All go vern ments ta king part in the cre a tion 
of RE COM sho uld pro vi de the funds for its 
fun cti o ning. 

RE COM sho uld be fi nan ced by the go vern ments of 
post-Yugo slav sta tes ta king part in this pro ject. (Ali ja 
Da u to vić, Vla se ni ca 92-95 As so ci a tion of Vic tims’ 
Fa mi li es, Tu zla, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Vla se ni ca, 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 14th 2009.)

Mem bers of the com mis sion sho uld be ho nest 
and trust worthy pe o ple who will easily gain 
re spect and com mand aut ho rity ac ross the 
re gion. Mem bers of the com mis sion can be vic-
tims, too. Po li ti ci ans must not be mem bers of 
the com mis sion. 

RE COM com mis si o ners must not be ac ti ve po li ti ci-
ans (...) and all com mis si o ners must be ho no u ra ble, 
trust worthy per sons com man ding aut ho rity and 
enjoying re spect all over the re gion. Vic tims can al so 
be RE COM com mis si o ners. Why? Well, be ca u se 
they can set the right to ne and help RE COM ef forts 
to find the truth. (Amir Ku la glić, Sre bre ni ca, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini-
ti a ti ve for RE COM, Vla se ni ca, Bo snia and Her ze go-
vi na, No vem ber 14th 2009.)

Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons 
on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM

Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na 
No vem ber 21st 2009

The na ti o nal con sul ta tion with non-go vern men tal 
or ga ni za ti ons on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM was 
or ga ni zed by the BH Jo ur na list As so ci a tion. The 
gat he ring was at ten ded by 43 par ti ci pants, mem-
bers of va ri o us NGOs from all parts of Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na. Dže na na Ka rup-Dru ško (BH Jo ur-
na list As so ci a tion, BiH), Na ta ša Kan dić (Hu ma ni-
ta rian Law Cen ter, Ser bia), and Alek san dra Le tić 
(Hel sin ki Com mit tee for Hu man Rights in Re pu-
bli ka Srp ska) in for med the par ti ci pants abo ut the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM.

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of the par ti ci pants

War cri mes we re com mit ted all over the ter ri-
tory of the for mer Yugo sla via. For that re a son it 
is im por tant to ha ve a re gi o nal com mis sion. 

I wo uld re ally li ke to see us com pi le a com pre hen-
si ve do cu ment li sting all cri mes com mit ted in BiH 
for one of our up co ming me e tings so that we can 
get an idea of the sco pe of the re se arch we need to 
do (...). And the at tack in Bi je lji na re sul ted in the 
kil ling of a lar ge num ber of Al ba ni ans li ving in BiH 
and that was do ne pur po se fully, to kill the Al ba-
ni ans and then ex pla in it as an at tack of Al ba nian 
ir re den tists. The bo di es of the Al ba nian vic tims 
we re sec retly dri ven and bu ried in Ko so vo and in 
Ma ce do nia. And lo ok at this si tu a tion now, tho se 
who did it ca me from anot her co un try and most 
of them re tur ned ho me af ter they com ple ted the-
ir task. The re ma ins of the vic tims are in se ve ral 
co un tri es and we are una ble to do anything abo ut 
it if we act lo cally or on the sta te le vel. And that is 
why the or ga ni za tion I re pre sent cho se to sup port 
this re gi o nal ap pro ach. (Sa lem Čor bo, Re turn and 
Su sta i na ble Li ving As so ci a tion of Ci ti zens, Bi je lji na, 
BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with non-go vern men tal 
or ga ni za ti ons on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je-
vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

The com mis sion sho uld deal with the facts abo-
ut whe re, un der what cir cum stan ces, and how 
each vic tim in di vi du ally suf fe red. Lo o king for 
ca u ses ta kes us back to et hnic com mu ni ti es.
I think that this com mis sion sho uld deal with facts 
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ex pla i ning whe re, un der what cir cum stan ces, and 
how each vic tim suf fe red in di vi du ally. If we start 
in ter pre ting the facts or se ar ching for re a sons why 
things hap pe ned, I think we will be do o med to end 
up in our et hnic tren ches. (Ne džad Ho ro zo vić, Cen-
ter for Non-Vi o lent Ac tion, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons 
on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

As so ci a tion of the fa mi li es of mis sing ci vi li ans 
and ve te rans of the Sem be ria re gion sup port 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM and they will join 
the Co a li tion for RE COM if the com mis sion is 
de ter mi ned to tre at all vic tims equ ally. 

I apo lo gi ze to all, but I ha ve to tell you the opi nion 
of the mem bers of my As so ci a tion: I was sent he re 
to me et with you [tal king to Na ta ša Kandić] as the 
per son in char ge of the cam pa ign to cre a te RE COM 
and ask you to ad dress the mem bers of my As so ci-
a tion ex pla i ning all this and to sign the ad mis sion 
sta te ment to join RE COM. And my duty he re is just 
to say that, and of co ur se, to tell you that we want 
all vic tims to be ac cep ted and tre a ted equ ally, just 
li ke you said, all vic tims must be tre a ted equ ally 
and everything must be known. (Smi lja Mi tro vić, 
As so ci a tion of the fa mi li es of mis sing ci vi li ans and 
ve te rans of Sem be ri ja, Bi je lji na, BiH, Na ti o nal con-
sul ta tion with non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

Re con ci li a tion as a so ci e tal need is in di spen sa-
ble in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na.

I ta ke in to con si de ra tion the fact that re con ci li a tion 
is a pri va te and in di vi dual thing and that we can-
not for ce pe o ple to for gi ve or re con ci le with so me o ne, 
but I simply think that re con ci li a tion as a so ci e tal 
pro cess is very badly ne e ded in Bo snia and Her ze go-
vi na. (Ne džad Ho ro zo vić, Cen ter for Non-Vi o lent 
Ac tion, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

Mot hers from Sre bre ni ca are of fen ded by the 
word “re con ci li a tion”.

I will say first of all, on be half the Mo ve ment of the 
Mot hers of Sre bre ni ca and Že pa En cla ves As so ci a-
tion that we sa lu te all com mis si ons, not only this one, 
but every com mis sion in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na or 

el sew he re be ca u se it is al ways bet ter to do so met hing 
than to do not hing. We un der stand that di a lo gue is 
ne e ded, but I must tell you that at this mo ment I am 
of fen ded by the word “re con ci li a tion”. I in ti ma tely 
know whet her I can for gi ve so me body, whet her I will 
be able to for get, but on be half of tho u sands of mot-
hers I can not de ci de (...) whet her they will be able to 
for gi ve or for get. So, I don’t want this com mis sion to 
men tion the word “re con ci li a tion”. (Mu ni ra Šu ba-
šić, Mo ve ment of the Mot hers of Sre bre ni ca and 
Že pa En cla ves As so ci a tion, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons 
on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

All vic tims must ha ve a first and last na me and 
for that re a son it is in di spen sa ble to cre a te a 
da ta ba se on the mis sing, died and kil led. 

We need a da ta ba se of all vic tims. Even 14 years 
af ter the con flict, we don’t ha ve a da ta ba se of mis-
sing per sons. We de fi ni tely must ha ve a da ta ba se 
be ca u se then no body will be able to play with the 
num bers of the kil led and the mis sing. But this da ta 
ba se must be cor rect. I sup port the work of Mir sad 
To ka ča and ot hers, but that was not eno ugh. We 
need to go furt her be ca u se we don’t want our chil-
dren to be just num bers, they ha ve to ha ve na mes. 
In or der to re ally do that, we must go do or to do or, 
town to town, vil la ge to vil la ge (...). That is the only 
way to find out how many per sons are mis sing, from 
all three et hnic gro ups. But I think that the di sap pe-
a ran ce of each child is a pain for the child’s mot her 
and no one el se. (Mu ni ra Šu ba šić, Mo ve ment of the 
Mot hers of Sre bre ni ca and Že pa En cla ves As so-
ci a tion, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

Vic tims need to talk abo ut the ir pain and suf fe-
ring and they need to be li ste ned to.

It is so ob vi o us to me that the pe o ple who per so nally 
or thro ugh the ir lo ved ones suf fe red gre at tra ge di es, 
inju sti ces, vi o len ce etc. need to talk abo ut the ir suf-
fe ring. They need to say what hap pe ned and they 
want to be li ste ned to. (Ne džad Ho ro zo vić, Cen ter 
for Non-Vi o lent Ac tion, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons 
on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

It is ne ces sary to start tal king abo ut the cri mes 
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com mit ted aga inst men tally ill per sons. So me of 
them are lost wit ho ut a tra ce. 

I don’t want to re pe at myself, but we for got a who le 
gro up of ci ti zens, a mar gi na li zed gro up of ci ti zens 
– the men tally ill per sons who we re vic tims of war 
cri mes. As far as I know, and the re is no ava i la ble 
da ta be ca u se the re is no re se arch abo ut it, many 
men tally ill per sons are unac co un ted for, re gar dless 
of whet her they we re in sti tu ti o na li zed or stayed at 
ho me, and many be ca me vic tims of va ri o us war cri-
mes (...). I want to know how we can sol ve this pro-
blem and start tal king abo ut it. It is cle ar that even if 
they want to, they are pro bably afraid to talk. (Va hid 
Đu lo vić, Fe nix, Tu zla, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons on the Ini ti a-
ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

So me par ti ci pants are afraid that par li a ments 
will not ac cept the ini ti a ti ve to cre a te RE COM.

Let me say, first of all, that I fully sup port this idea. 
We ha ve been de a ling with this to pic sin ce 2001 
thro ugh va ri o us re se arch ac ti vi ti es. But the most 
ur gent is sue bot he ring me is how we can in flu en-
ce par li a ments to ac cept this Ini ti a ti ve. (Go ran 
Bu ba lo, TER CA, sec tion of the Bo snia-Her ze go-
vi na Co un cil of Non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons 
– BHVNVO, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons on the Ini ti a-
ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

The Co a li tion for RE COM sho uld mo ni tor 
RE COM’s ac ti vi ti es.

I can tell you right now on be half of the Cen ter for the 
pro mo tion of ci vil so ci ety that we will fully sup port 
the Com mis sion (...). One of the mec ha nisms that 
this Com mis sion ne eds is a mo ni to ring mec ha nism, 
or maybe that word is too strong – when go vern-
ments fo und so me bo di es, they don’t li ke the word 
‘mo ni to ring’ anywhe re ne ar the ir bo di es. Ho we ver, 
I think that this Co a li tion for RE COM sho uld be 
used to ge ne ra te a num ber of va ri o us or ga ni za ti ons, 
10, 50, or 100, which will re pre sent a co un sel ling 
or a mo ni to ring body, a part ner ship if you will, so 
that this body can re pre sent this Co a li tion but at 
the sa me ti me so me sort of a part ner in char ge of 
pres su ring and mo bi li zing parts of the ci vil so ci ety 
(...) so, this Com mis sion sho uld ha ve a part ner in 
the Co a li tion and in the body which will be ge ne ra-
ted by the Co a li tion which will mo ni tor, na vi ga te, 

and ne go ti a te with the com mis sion, be a part ner in 
this who le pro cess. (Šef ko Ba jić, Cen ter for the pro-
mo tion of the ci vil so ci ety, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons 
on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

Mem bers of RE COM must be pre ju di ce-free 
and able to re sist in flu en ces of va ri o us po li ti cal 
par ti es.

I think that a lot of gro und work must be do ne be fo re 
the com mis sion is fo un ded and mem bers of the com-
mis sion must be pe o ple who are pre ju di ce-free and 
able to withstand in flu en ces pro du ced by po li ti cal 
par ti es, espe ci ally the na ti o na list ones, be ca u se the 
na ti o na li stic rhe to ric bro ught us whe re we are to day. 
(Fa di la Ha džić, La Stra da, Mo star, BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons 
on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

Non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons, mem bers of 
the Co a li tion for RE COM sho uld be or ga ni zed 
in sec tors in or der to gi ve the ir best con tri bu-
tion to the cre a tion of the Com mis sion. 

If each and every one of us he re con si ders the mis-
sion of our or ga ni za ti ons, we will re a li ze that our 
or ga ni za ti ons are mo ving to ward the re a li za tion of 
RE COM’s go als. Well, the qu e sti on now is how to 
im ple ment that. Maybe the best way is to or ga ni ze 
the Co a li tion for RE COM in sec tors, ac cor ding to 
the ir mis si ons so that we can act wit hin our mis si ons 
and con tri bu te to the re a li za tion of set go als. (Sa lih 
Ra sa vac, Ko ri dor, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze-
go vi na, No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

The Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM sho uld be di scus sed 
wit hin lo cal com mu ni ti es so that ci ti zens, vic-
tims, and re fu ge es ali ke can gi ve the ir opi ni ons.

I wo uld li ke the se con sul ta ti ons to be held in smal ler 
pla ces so that they can be vi si ted by or di nary pe o ple, 
vic tims, and re fu ge es who can ta ke an ac ti ve part in 
the con sul ta ti ons pro cess. (Sve tla na Vu ko vić, Lu na, 
Ru do, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with non-go vern-
men tal or ga ni za ti ons on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 21st 
2009.) 

The Co a li tion for RE COM sho uld lobby for the 
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adop tion of a law on the cre a tion of the com-
mis sion. Non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons net-
work and the ir in fra struc tu re sho uld be used 
for lobbying. 

I think that one of the go als of the pro gram part of 
the Co a li tion sho uld be lobbying for the adop tion 
of a law which will cle arly de fi ne the go als and 
the pur po se of the cre a tion of the Com mis sion and 
which will en vi sa ge the in vol ve ment of ci vil so ci ety 
or ga ni za ti ons in to the pro cess from the very be gin-
ning. I agree with Mrs. Kan dić that this is an open 
pro cess, the re are no ready-ma de so lu ti ons and 
that this is not a pro cess go ing from the top down 
but on the con trary, from a grass-ro ots con sul ta ti-
ons pro cess. And as Mr. Šev ko said, we sho uld use 
the exi sting in fra struc tu re and ma ke the most of it. 
(Mi le na Sa vić, Cen ter for In fo-Le gal Sup port, Zvor-
nik, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with non-go vern-
men tal or ga ni za ti ons on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 21st 
2009.) 

The Co a li tion must ha ve a stra tegy in pla ce in 
ca se the go vern ments in the re gion re ject the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM.

So me ex pe ri en ces show that the non-go vern men tal 
sec tor can do so met hing – re gi ster the vic tims. The 
Re se arch and Do cu men ta tion Cen ter pro ved that, 
the Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter is sho wing us that, 
and very simply, the work we are put ting in he re 
sho uld be put to a good use and not wa sted un til 
the spring of 2011. So, we sho uld know what we can 
do with the ca pa city we ha ve our sel ves in ca se the 
go vern ments in the re gion de ci de not to sup port this 
idea. (Si nan Alić, Truth, Ju sti ce, and Re con ci li a tion 
Fo un da tion, Tu zla, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

It is ne ces sary to cre a te a Re gi o nal Me dia Cen-
ter which will con trol all in for ma tion per ta i-
ning to the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM.

I ha ve a qu e sti on: are mi no ri ti es go ing to be in clu-
ded in the con sul ta ti ons pro cess? I am thin king of 
Ro ma pe o ple, Je wish pe o ple and so on. And what 
I want to say as a pro fes si o nal, as a jo ur na list is 
that we sho uld cre a te a re gi o nal me dia cen tre for 
ex chan ging in for ma tion per ta i ning to our ac ti vi ti es 
so that at all ti mes we know what is go ing on in Cro-
a tia, in Ser bia, or in BiH and Ko so vo with re spect 

to the ac ti vity of the Co a li tion. So, a re gi o nal me dia 
cen tre. (Da li bor Ta nić, Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man 
Rights in BiH, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons on the Ini ti-
a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi-
na, No vem ber 21st 2009.)

Va ri o us uni ons sho uld be in clu ded in the con-
sul ta ti ons pro cess.

I wor ked for a long ti me for a union he re in the 
re gion and I can tell you that the re is po ten tial for 
what RE COM will do, so I wo uld li ke to know how 
you in tend to in clu de uni ons, espe ci ally when tal-
king abo ut the ti me of war and se ri o us work-re la ted 
hu man rights vi o la ti ons, ca ses of for ced la bo ur and 
il le gal em ployment ter mi na ti ons. Uni ons ha ve a 
lar ge num ber of mem bers and they can gi ve a se ri-
o us con tri bu tion to this pro cess. (Emi na Abra ham-
Sto ter, SI PU In ter na ti o nal, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons 
on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

The bot tom-up as op po sed to the top-down 
ap pro ach gu a ran te es the suc cess of this ini ti a ti ve.

And I say that I li ke the ‘bot tom-up’ ap pro ach be ca-
u se in our world everything is up-si de-down and I 
think that’s of ten the re a son why so many things fail. 
(Emi na Abra ham-Sto ter, SI PU In ter na ti o nal, Sa ra-
je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with non-go vern-
men tal or ga ni za ti ons on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 21st 
2009.) 

It is ne ces sary to ma ke an over vi ew of all sug ge-
sti ons for the man da te of RE COM ma de in the 
up-to-da te con sul ta ti ons pro cess. 

I wo uld li ke to see a list of to pics to be de ba ted wit-
hin the man da te of RE COM in Bo snia and Her ze go-
vi na for our next con sul ta tion ses sion. (Sa lem Čor-
bo, Re turn and Su sta i na ble Li ving As so ci a tion of 
Ci ti zens, Bi je lji na, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

What I wo uld li ke to do is to see a pro po sed mo del, 
a draft. This is the se venth ti me I ha ve at ten ded a 
con sul ta tion and I will not co me again un less you 
tell me the re is a pro po sed mo del for us to re vi ew. 
(Edin Ra mu lić, Iz vor, Wo men from Pri je dor As so-
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ci a tion, Pri je dor, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

We need to in clu de re li gi o us and aca de mic 
com mu ni ti es. The Co a li tion for RE COM is an 
op por tu nity to over co me di vi si ons and con flicts 
wit hin go vern ment struc tu res.

This who le con cept sho uld be ex ten ded to ot her 
so ci e tal struc tu res, not just the ci vil so ci ety. I mean 
pri ma rily re li gi o us and aca de mic com mu ni ti es. 
Ho we ver, they are al so de eply di vi ded. I see this 
Co a li tion for RE COM as an op por tu nity to over-
co me the exi sting con flicts in the go vern ment and 
go vern ment struc tu res. (Jo van Di vjak, Edu ca tion 
Bu ilds BiH, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons on the Ini ti a-
ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

Everything ne eds to be do ne for the sa ke of 
young pe o ple so that they can ac cept, un der-
stand, and for gi ve.

The re are still many pe o ple se ar ching for the ir 
pa rents even af ter 17 years. We ha ve stu dents who 
we re not able to gi ve a pro per bu rial to the ir pa rents, 
chil dren who ne ver knew the ir pa rents. Everything 
we do sho uld be do ne for the sa ke of young pe o ple so 
that they are able to ac cept, un der stand and simply 
for gi ve, just li ke Mrs. Su ba šić said. (Jo van Di vjak, 
Edu ca tion Bu ilds BiH, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal con-
sul ta tion with non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na, No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

The man da te of this com mis sion must be cle ar 
and pre ci se, so that the com mis sion do es not 
di sap po int so me ca te go ri es of vic tims. 

I think that the man da te of the com mis sion sho uld 
be nar ro wed and that we sho uld de ci de what pre-
ci sely the Com mis sion is go ing to be man da ted to 
do. The re are two re a sons for that; we don’t want to 
di sap po int so me ca te go ri es of vic tims and it is ob vi-
o us that this com mis sion will not be able to ad dress 
all cri mes com mit ted du ring the con flict. (Mu ha-
med Dže mi džić, Hel sin ki Com mit tee for Hu man 
Rights, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
No vem ber 21st 2009.) 

Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity 

Zre nja nin, Ser bia 
No vem ber 28th 2009

The con sul ta tion was or ga ni zed by the Ki kin da 
Club and the Wo men’s Sup port Cen ter from Ki kin-
da, in co o pe ra tion with the Zre nja nin Edu ca tion 
Cen ter. Twenty-eight re pre sen ta ti ves of the lo cal 
self-go vern ment, po li ti cal par ti es, stu dent par li a-
ments, non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons, as so ci-
a ti ons of ve te rans and war in va lids, all from the 
ter ri tory of the Zre nja nin mu ni ci pa lity at ten ded 
the gat he ring. Dra gan Po po vić (Youth Ini ti a ti ve 
for Hu man Rights, Ser bia) mo ni to red the con sul-
ta ti ons. Mi o mir ka Mi la Me lank (the Ki kin da Club, 
Ser bia) and Mir ja na Ivan če vić (Edu ca tion Cen ter 
Zre nja nin, Ser bia) ope ned the de ba te by di sclo sing 
the ir per so nal mo ti ves for get ting in vol ved with the 
Co a li tion for RE COM. Ma ri ja Sr dić (Wo men’s Sup-
port Cen ter, Ser bia) tal ked abo ut the Why RE COM 
is sue. Na ta ša Kan dić (Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter, 
Ser bia) in for med the par ti ci pants abo ut the sug ge-
sti ons, opi ni ons, and re com men da ti ons of the par-
ti ci pants from pre vi o us con sul ta ti ons and Ma ja Sto-
ja no vić (Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights, Ser bia) 
spo ke abo ut se lec ted po si ti ve ex pe ri en ces of va ri o us 
truth-com mis si ons from aro und the world. The 
di scus sion was mo de ra ted by Ma ja Sr dić (Wo men’s 
Sup port Cen ter, Ser bia).

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons

The Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM le ads to re con ci li a-
tion and in te gra tion in to the Euro pean Union. 
What ca u sed the war is a se pa ra te story.

(...) I fully sup port this pro ject and I am ready to gi ve 
my con tri bu tion, not by wor king in the Com mis sion 
but by wor king in pre pa ring the fi eld, trying to help 
this hap pen be ca u se this can bring re con ci li a tion 
among, it can help the Euro pean Union re cog ni ze us 
as a co un try whe re nor mal pe o ple li ve and not so me 
bar ba ri ans, and it can al so help us bet ter un der-
stand Euro pe. I sho uld not talk abo ut the ca u ses that 
led to the war. (Mi lan Mi li vo je vić, As so ci a tion of 
Ve te rans and War In va lids of the Wars of the 1990s, 
Zre nja nin, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, No vem ber 28th 2009.)

(...) This co uld ha ve mul ti ple be ne fi cial ef fects for 
all ge ne ra ti ons in the re gion, and we can ser ve as 
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an exam ple of a co un try that did it. (Mi lan Mi li vo-
je vić, As so ci a tion of Ve te rans and War In va lids of 
the Wars of the 1990s, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, 
No vem ber 28th 2009.)

If so met hing si mi lar had been do ne af ter the 
se cond world war, many of the se cri mes wo uld 
not ha ve been re pe a ted. That is why it is very 
im por tant that it is do ne pro perly.

If such a de ba te had been con duc ted re gar ding war 
cri mes com mit ted du ring the se cond world war, if we 
had ear li er known what had hap pe ned in Ja se no vac, 
this wo uld not ha ve hap pe ned, it wo uld not ha ve 
been re pe a ted. So, let’s not ma ke the sa me mi sta ke 
now and let’s try to do it tho ro ughly this ti me. (Mi lan 
Mi li vo je vić, As so ci a tion of Ve te rans and War In va-
lids of the Wars of the 1990s, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zre nja nin, 
Ser bia, No vem ber 28th 2009.)

Ve te rans from Ser bia ex pect RE COM to tell 
ot hers it knows abo ut the cri mes they com mit-
ted. Only if they, too, ta ke an ac ti ve part in the 
truth-tel ling pro cess we will ha ve an op por tu-
nity to esta blish the facts and bu ild them in to 
our cul tu re and cu stoms.

Thro ugh the se exam ples (...) RE COM will ha ve an 
op por tu nity to gi ve its con tri bu tion to ma king all of 
us wil lingly ac cept the ini ti a ti ve, to let ot her pe o ple 
know we know abo ut the cri mes they com mit ted on 
the ir si de in or der to be mo re suc cessful, in or der to 
at tract a lar ger num ber of pe o ple ta ke part in this, 
and in or der to mo ti va te mo re pe o ple to gi ve the ir 
te sti mo ni es and help cre a te not only the da ta ba se 
but mo re im por tantly help esta blish the facts and, 
as so me body he re said, bu ild it in our cu stoms and 
cul tu re. (Mi lan Mi li vo je vić, As so ci a tion of Ve te rans 
and War In va lids of the Wars of the 1990s, Zre nja-
nin, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Zre nja nin, Ser bia, No vem ber 28th 2009.)

The de ba te sho uld in clu de war com man ders – 
the re are plenty of tho se who are ho no u ra ble 
men. Po li ti cal par ti es and mem bers of Par li a-
ments sho uld al so be in clu ded. 

(...)What I wo uld li ke to sug gest is to in vi te tho se 
war com man ders who to ok an ac ti ve part in the 
war. I am one of tho se pe o ple who can go anywhe re 
be ca u se I ha ve do ne not hing wrong and I don’t ha ve 
anything to hi de, and I know the re are many li ke me, 

ho no u ra ble pe o ple who ac ted li ke ho no u ra ble sol di-
ers and who se mo ti ves to go to war we re not hing but 
pu re. I can na me a co u ple of po li ti cal par ti es which 
wo uld cer ta inly li ke to be in vol ved in this pro ject... 
But, in any event, it is not a bad idea to ha ve re pre-
sen ta ti ves of our mu ni ci pa li ti es and par li a ments, 
to in vi te so me re pre sen ta ti ves from our re spec ti ve 
par li a ments to sit he re and li sten to what we ha ve 
to say and show them that’s what we are fig hting 
for. (Mi lan Mi li vo je vić, As so ci a tion of Ve te rans and 
War In va lids of the Wars of the 1990s, Zre nja nin, 
Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Zre nja nin, Ser bia, No vem ber 28th 2009.) 

If the cre a tion of RE COM de pends on fi nan cial 
sup port of the go vern ments in the re gion, that 
com mis sion will ne ver be fo un ded, pri ma rily 
be ca u se the sta tes do not want war cri mes to be 
di scus sed pu blicly.

In that ca se, [the sta tes in the re gion are ex pec ted 
to pro vi de fi nan cial sup port for the cre a tion of 
RE COM] I think that the en ti re ini ti a ti ve is do o med 
just li ke many be fo re it. That is what I think. And 
the re a son I’m con vin ced that will hap pen is be ca-
u se the se sta tes, had they wan ted to, wo uld ha ve 
in ve sted in such a pro ject a long ti me ago and ma de 
so me pro gress in this area. (Da ni lo Ba bić, As so ci-
a tion of Army War In va lids, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, No vem ber 
28th 2009.)

Our co un tri es, each one of them, sho wed us cle-
arly that this to pic is so met hing they don’t want 
to di scuss. The sta te in te rest is not to talk and not 
to di sclo se war cri mes. (Zlat ko Je li sa vac, a ci ti zen 
from Zre nja nin, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, No vem ber 28th 
2009.)

In the de a ling with the past pro cess we sho uld 
start with in tro spec tion. From ot her pe o ple to 
our sel ves.

We need to re cog ni ze ot her pe o ple’s pain, but in 
or der to do that we ha ve to start from the things 
that ca u sed pain and suf fe ring of ot hers and which 
was do ne by us or on our be half, so, it is very im por-
tant to ini ti a te in tro spec tion so that we can un der-
stand whe re we are hur ting. (Sa nja Mi lo sa vlje vić, 
Wo men’s Fo rum of the Le a gue of the So cial-De-
moc rats of Voj vo di na, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, No vem ber 
28th 2009.) 
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Re fu ge es are vic tims and they are en ti tled to 
a dig ni fied li fe. Pe o ple em pat hi sed with them 
when they first ar ri ved, but la ter on they we re 
con dem ned for co ming he re.

Even to day they are un happy de ep down be ca u se 
they feel trap ped he re and they ne ver wan ted to be 
he re in the first pla ce. And the pe o ple who ac cep ted 
them when they first ca me he re par ti ally em pat hi-
zed with them and par ti ally con dem ned them for 
co ming he re be ca u se they ca me unin vi ted and to ok 
the ir jobs. The re fu ge es are hur ting be ca u se of the 
fact that the ir si tu a tion is not ta ken in to con si de-
ra tion and di scus sed se ri o usly and they are simply 
no lon ger con si de red as per se cu ted and dis pla ced 
but as li ving a dig ni fied li fe, which, of co ur se, is not 
true. Whe re ver it is they are li ving, whet her they li ke 
that pla ce or not, they sho uld be of fe red a chan ce at 
a nor mal li fe. (Sa nja Mi lo sa vlje vić, Wo men’s Fo rum 
of the Le a gue of the So cial-De moc rats of Voj vo di-
na, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Zre nja nin, Ser bia, No vem ber 28th 2009.) 

Lo cal me dia outlets will sup port the ini ti a ti ve 
but the re is very lit tle we know abo ut it. Mem-
bers of the Co a li tion for RE COM at the lo cal 
le vel sho uld bet ter in form the me dia abo ut it.

The re are cer tain me dia outlets he re who ex pres sed 
an in te rest in this ini ti a ti ve. Let’s get in vol ved in the 
work of the me dia as much as we can. I think that 
San tos or the KTV will gi ve us the ne ces sary sup port 
if we are ac ti vely in vol ved in this... This is the very 
be gin ning and very few pe o ple at all know abo ut 
it. This is an ex tre mely use ful pro ject for the fu tu re 
of this re gion, not only for the fu tu re of Ser bia, but 
equ ally for all the co un tri es in the re gion. (Mi lan 
Mi li vo je vić, As so ci a tion of Ve te rans and War In va-
lids of the Wars of the 1990s, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zre nja nin, 
Ser bia, No vem ber 28th 2009.)

(We need) to me et and plan a vi sit to the se TV sta-
ti ons to ex pla in to them in a very di rect man ner the 
en ti re ini ti a ti ve, and to use this ma te rial which is 
qu i te un der stan da ble, and vi sit mu ni ci pa lity af ter 
mu ni ci pa lity. And if we do that, I think we can suc-
cessfully pre sent the im por tan ce of RE COM to the 
pu blic. (Mi lan Mi li vo je vić, As so ci a tion of Ve te rans 
and War In va lids of the Wars of the 1990s, Zre nja-
nin, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, 
Zre nja nin, Ser bia, No vem ber 28th 2009.)

Young pe o ple in Zre nja nin are not fa mi li ar with 

this ini ti a ti ve. Our high scho ols don’t of fer the ir 
stu dents any co ur ses that tac kle the is sue of the 
wars of the 1990s. Hi story te ac hers avoid the 
su bject and the cur ri cu lum for ci vic edu ca tion 
clas ses is de sig ned by in di vi dual in struc tors. 

We ha ve an in sight in to how much young pe o-
ple in our re gion know, or rat her how much they 
don’t know and how badly they are mi sled by ide as 
for ced on to them by ot her pe o ple. I don’t know, 
le a ders in our com mu nity who wish to ma ni pu la te 
young pe o ple and it is good that the truth co mes 
out fi nally, be ca u se the re can only be one truth 
and it can not be up to each na tion to ha ve the ir 
own hi story re gar dless of the ot hers – the re is only 
one hi story. (Ja sna Ja no šev, “Ma šta li šte” Youth and 
Child Cen ter, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, No vem ber 
28th 2009.)

Mem bers of re gu lar ar mi es and the po li ce 
be ar the bur den of cri me of the pa ra mi li ta ri es. 
RE COM can help them rec tify that.

Let’s con si der the Cro a tian war zo ne as an exam ple. 
How many dif fe rent pa ra mi li tary for ma ti ons did 
we ha ve the re? And we suf fer the con se qu en ces of 
the ir acts, on both si des of the front li ne. And we 
are be ing char ged with wha te ver it is that they did 
in that war zo ne and all ot her war zo nes on the ter-
ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla via. (Žar ko Be štan ski, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zre nja nin, 
Ser bia, No vem ber 28th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld sup port the need of war ve te-
rans to be re ha bi li ta ted. 

The pro blem I see he re is that a lar ge num ber of 
ve te rans ha ve no ac cess to me di cal ca re. They don’t 
know how to apply for help and sup port. Now, I 
un der stand that is not part of RE COM’s man da te, 
but it is cer ta inly one of the things we can in flu en ce, 
just li ke we are in flu en cing sta tes to sup port the Ini-
ti a ti ve for RE COM. The re are very few cen tres thro-
ug ho ut Ser bia whe re war ve te rans can get any kind 
of help. I per so nally as so ci a te it with the fact that 
the re are many pe o ple who are sick and who stay at 
ho me, trying to re sol ve the ir is su es and tra u mas by 
abu sing al co hol or ot her sub stan ces, which in cre a ses 
the num ber of do me stic vi o len ce ca ses and cre a tes a 
ge ne ra tion of young pe o ple li ving in bro ken fa mi li es 
in which chil dren get be a ten and ne glec ted. Simply 
spe a king, it is a hu ge pro blem, it is li ke ha ving an 
elep hant in the li ving ro om that no body pays at ten-
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tion to. (Da ni je la Je li sa vac, a con cer ned ci ti zen, 
Zre nja nin, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, No vem ber 28th 2009.)

Re li gi o us or ga ni za ti ons and com mu ni ti es are 
vic tims, too, and they ha ve a re spon si bi lity and 
a ro le in everything that hap pe ned in the past. 

So, re li gi ons and re li gi o us com mu ni ti es are al so vic-
tims be ca u se so many mo squ es ha ve been de stroyed 
and so many chur ches and mo na ste ri es... and on 
the ot her hand, they need to be in clu ded be ca u se 
we need the ir fe ed back abo ut the ir ro le and the ir 
re spon si bi lity for the things that hap pe ned in the 
past. That is a slip pery road, when so me body is a 
vic tim but at the sa me ti me ex pec ted to be self-cri ti-
cal with re spect to the ro le of his or her own re li gi o us 
com mu nity for the events of the past. (Na ta ša Kan-
dić, Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen tre, Bel gra de, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zre nja nin, 
Ser bia, No vem ber 28th 2009.)

Bu il ding jo int me mo ri als in pla ces of war cri-
mes lo ca ti ons and de ten tion pla ces is the best 
way to pre vent the re pe ti tion of cri mes.

If RE COM is able to do it, chro no lo gi cally list all 
lo ca ti ons whe re cri mes we re com mit ted from Ja nu-
ary 1991, and if we are able to mark all the se pla ces, 
we will cre a te a me mory map. I am qu i te con fi dent 
that by do ing it, we will cre a te the most po wer ful 
tool to fight the re cur ren ce of such cri mes in the 
fu tu re. (Na ta ša Kan dić, Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen tre, 
Bel gra de, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, No vem ber 28th 2009.)

It is in the best in te rest of truth to apply in ter-
na ti o nal stan dards for the clas si fi ca tion of pla-
ces of de ten tion, so that we can dif fe ren ti a te 
bet we en de ten tion camps, col lec tion cen tres, 
pri sons, and con cen tra tion camps. 

Let’s on ce and for all fi nally cla rify what exactly 
hap pe ned in Sta ji će vo and Be gej ci. That is why we 
need to work to get her, re gar dless of what si de we 
are on. Let’s fi nally esta blish what exactly hap pe-
ned. If you re ally think, if you ha ve evi den ce, so lid 
evi den ce that it was a col lec tion cen tre or a mi li tary 
pri son, you sho uld say it to this Com mis sion which 
is a go vern ment or ga ni za tion whe re you can con vey 
re le vant facts and that’s the end of it. (Zlat ko Je li-
sa vac, a con cer ned ci ti zen from Zre nja nin, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zre nja nin, 
Ser bia, No vem ber 28th 2009.)

Every pu blic te sti mony must be do u ble-chec ked 
from se ve ral in de pen dent so ur ces. 

When so me body co mes to te stify abo ut a cri me or 
says that he or she to ok an ac ti ve part in so met-
hing or that they we re in so me way abu sed, how 
do we de ter mi ne whet her the se per sons are re ally 
who they say they are. (Alek san dra Mla de no vić, 
Mu ni ci pal Com mit tee of the Li be ral De moc ra tic 
Party in Zre nja nin, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, No vem ber 
28th 2009.)

Each te sti mony must be do u ble-chec ked from two or 
three in de pen dent so ur ces so that we do not al low 
pe o ple to gi ve us in cor rect in for ma tion. (Na ta ša 
Kan dić, Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen tre, Bel gra de, Ser-
bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity, Zre-
nja nin, Ser bia, No vem ber 28th 2009.)

Col lec ting sig na tu res for RE COM must be or ga-
ni zed on a lo cal le vel by using lo cal com mu nity 
of fi ces. War ve te rans will ta ke part in this.

And in the end you say we need one mil lion sig na-
tu res for RE COM. I think that Ser bia alo ne sho uld 
be able to yield one mil lion sig na tu res. If that’s not 
the ca se, then we are not go ing to do much. Let’s be 
ac ti ve in all mu ni ci pa li ti es and or ga ni ze the sig na-
tu re col lec tion cam pa ign pro perly. Many of us will 
be wil ling to ac cept this re spon si bi lity on ce we re a-
li ze what it is all abo ut (...). If you want one mil lion 
ci ti zens to gi ve the ir vo te for this, we need to bring 
them in to our lo cal com mu nity of fi ces to sign for 
this ini ti a ti ve which is not a na ti o nal or a per so nal 
ini ti a ti ve, but an ini ti a ti ve born out of the need and 
ne ces sity of this re gion. (Mi lan Mi li vo je vić, As so-
ci a tion of Ve te rans and War In va lids of the Wars 
of the 1990s, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, No vem ber 
28th 2009.) 

We sho uld try to fight ob li vion in our so ci e ti es.

(...) This com mu nity is ma inly in the “I don’t ca re 
what hap pens to ot her pe o ple” kind of mood. We 
need to bring pe o ple ro und to the “I ca re abo ut 
it and I want to talk abo ut it” po si tion in or der 
to esta blish the truth and help the Co a li tion for 
RE COM co me in to be ing in a pro per man ner. (Ti ja-
na Ži va nov, Mu ni ci pal Com mit tee of the De moc-
ra tic Party in Zre nja nin, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity, Zre nja nin, Ser bia, No vem ber 
28th 2009.)
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Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM 

Brč ko, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na 
De cem ber 5th 2009

The con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for the cre a tion of the Re gi o nal Com mis-
sion for esta blis hing the facts abo ut war cri mes 
and ot her se ri o us hu man rights vi o la ti ons com-
mit ted du ring the con flict in the for mer Yugo sla via 
(RE COM) held in Brč ko, BiH, on De cem ber 5th 
2009 was or ga ni zed by the Tu zla Ci ti zens’ Fo rum. 
Eugen Ja kov čić (Do cu men ta Cro a tia) spo ke abo ut 
the go als and the up-to-da te pro gress of the con-
sul ta ti ons pro cess in the re gion. Bran ko To do ro vić 
(Hel sin ki Com mit tee for Hu man Rights in Re pu-
bli ka Srp ska) tal ked abo ut the most sig ni fi cant 
ex pe ri en ces of ot her truth com mis si ons, whi le 
Ve hid Še hić (Tu zla Ci ti zens’ Fo rum) mo de ra ted 
the di scus sion. The gat he ring was at ten ded by 24 
par ti ci pants, most of whom re pre sen ted vic tims’ 
as so ci a ti ons, for mer de ten tion camp in ma tes’ as so-
ci a ti ons, as so ci a ti ons of the fa mi li es of mis sing 
ve te rans and ci vi li ans, non-go vern men tal or ga ni za-
ti ons, re li gi o us com mu ni ti es, and lo cal aut ho ri ti es: 
Dra gan Pa jić, Mayor of the Brč ko Dis trict BiH and 
Mir sad Đa po, Pre si dent of the Mu ni ci pal As sembly 
of the Brč ko Dis trict BiH. 

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of the par ti ci pants:

The re is po li ti cal will in the Brč ko Dis trict BiH 
to esta blish the truth abo ut the events that 
pla ce du ring the war. Re pre sen ta ti ves of the 
go vern ment sup port the idea to cre a te RE COM.

We need the truth abo ut the events from the war to 
fi nally be co me known (...). We want to know the real 
truth be ca u se that can help em po wer our mul ti-et-
hni cal com mu nity. Just tell us what we need to do 
in the Brč ko Dis trict (...) and we will do it be ca u se 
we are fully awa re that the Brč ko Dis trict and the 
en ti re Bo snia and Her ze go vi na (...) can not exist if 
we ha ve three truths. (Mir sad Đa po, pre si dent of 
the Mu ni ci pal As sembly of the Brč ko Dis trict BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini-
ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
De cem ber 5th 2009.) 

I sup port this ini ti a ti ve un re ser vedly. We ex pect you 
to pre sent cle ar ide as, to tell us what it is you want 

us to do in or der to ma ke it hap pen, what steps you 
need us to ta ke at the go vern ment and at the mu ni-
ci pal le vel in or der to be in vol ved in the pro ject (...). 
(Dra gan Pa jić, Mayor of the Brč ko Dis trict BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini-
ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
De cem ber 5th 2009.) 

The pe o ple in Brč ko, we are still not open with each 
ot her and we are not even awa re yet that we need to 
be frank with each ot her not be ca u se of the Euro pean 
Union or Euro pean in te gra tion but be ca u se it is a 
pre con di tion for a bet ter fu tu re for all of us li ving 
he re. (Ća zim Su lje vić, Cul tu ral Com mu nity Pre po-
rod, Brč ko, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia 
and Her ze go vi na, De cem ber 5th 2009.) 

The so ci e tal need to know the truth and deal 
with the past is qu i te ma tu re. This ini ti a ti ve is 
so met hing all vic tims need.

It is a very he althy, use ful, and con struc ti ve idea, 
and all of us he re, as mem bers of this com mu nity, 
as mem bers of a bro a der so ci ety, sho uld sup port this 
idea in di vi du ally or thro ugh in sti tu ti ons we re pre-
sent as much as we can (...). This need has a ge ne ral, 
so ci e tal, psycho lo gi cal, and a men tal di men sion 
wit hin the se dif fe rent na ti o nal com mu ni ti es he re 
(...) so that we all want to find out the truth, to co me 
clo ser to get her as a so ci ety and get rid of the bur den 
we ha ve been ca rrying on our sho ul ders. (Mu sta fa 
Go be lić, chi ef imam of the Med glis of the Isla mic 
com mu nity, Brč ko Dis trict, BiH, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Brč ko, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, De cem ber 5th 
2009.) 

I feel for all vic tims be ca u se I am a vic tim myself 
and I wo uld li ke this ap pro ach we are advo ca ting, 
and as an as so ci a tion we will join this [Co a li tion 
for RE COM], and I will per so nally join; I want it to 
be suc cessful. That’s what the vic tims want. That is 
what we need if we want to ha ve a pe a ce ful fu tu re 
in BiH and ac ross the re gion. (Vla do Dra goj lo vić, 
As so ci a tion of for mer de ten tion camp in ma tes and 
pri so ners, As so ci a tion of de ten tion camp in ma tes 
of Re pu bli ka Srp ska, Mo dri ča, BiH, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, De cem-
ber 5th 2009.) 

We sa lu te the ini ti a ti ve and we ex pect to ra i se 
awa re ness abo ut it to a le vel whe re it will ob tain 
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bro a der sup port (...). We of ten di scuss (...) cri mi nal 
re spon si bi lity. Ho we ver, in Brč ko alo ne (...) the re are 
ten or mo re wo men who suf fe red the hor rors of ra pe 
(and who ga ve birth to chil dren, now 13 or 14 years 
of age, con ce i ved as a re sult of that act) who need 
psychot he rapy and who need to go to Tu zla for the ir 
ses si ons. Ho we ver, if they are of a lo wer so cial stan-
ding and are una ble to af ford the rapy (and many of 
them can’t) they just go thro ugh li fe li ke that, fa cing 
the ir tro u ble and the ir pro blems wit hin the walls of 
the ir ho me. A wo men re cently com mit ted su i ci de in 
Brč ko. They li ve (...) bet we en se pa ra ted and iso la ted 
worlds and they re main pri so ners of the ir own truth. 
(Ća zim Su lje vić, Cul tu ral Com mu nity Pre po rod, 
Brč ko, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity 
on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na, De cem ber 5th 2009.) 

RE COM must fo cus on the events from the 
re cent war wa ged ac ross the ter ri tory of the for-
mer Yugo sla via.

If we want to le arn the truth abo ut what hap pe ned 
du ring the re cent war, if we want to find out the facts 
abo ut the vic tims, we must fo cus on the events of this 
war. (La zar Bla go je vić, Ve te rans’ Or ga ni za tion of 
Re pu bli ka Srp ska, Ša mac, BiH, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Brč ko, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, De cem ber 5th 
2009.) 

Pu blic he a rings of vic tims will help chan ge our 
per spec ti ve and wi pe away the half-truths abo-
ut what hap pe ned in the past. It is im por tant 
that po li ti ci ans li sten to vic tims’ te sti mo ni es.

Vic tims need to be gi ven an op por tu nity to talk (...) 
and I think that af ter a whi le I think we will chan-
ge our per spec ti ve abo ut the events from the re cent 
war (...). The se he a rings will era se the half-truths 
we ha ve been he a ring for so long, and I think we 
will be able to co me up with an aut hen tic ac co unt 
of everything that hap pe ned to us du ring the re cent 
war. (Dra gan Pa jić, Mayor of the Brč ko Dis trict 
BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia and Her ze go-
vi na, De cem ber 5th 2009.) 

RE COM [the Co a li tion for RE COM] sho uld hold 
con sul ta ti ons li ke the se in all par li a ments ac ross 
the re gion, and not only to ex pla in to mem bers of 
par li a ments why they think it is im por tant to cre-
a te RE COM but to bring vic tims and al low them 
to tell the ir sto ri es. (Sead Go lić, As so ci a tion of the 

mis sing, for ce fully ta ken, and kil led Bo sni aks in the 
Brč ko Mu ni ci pa lity, Brč ko, BiH, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Brč ko, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, De cem ber 5th 
2009.) 

Rat her than to see the per pe tra tors bro ught to 
ju sti ce, for the fa mi li es of the mis sing it is mo re 
im por tant to find the mor tal re ma ins of the ir 
lo ved ones and be able to gi ve them a pro per 
bu rial.

I don’t ha ve to sue anyone. I need the per son that 
com mit ted the cri me to tell me whe re the bo di es are 
so that we can ha ve so me pe a ce fi nally. I just want 
them to gi ve me the bo nes, to gi ve me my child. All 
fa mi li es who se lo ved ones are mis sing wo uld be 
sa tis fied if they co uld only find out the truth abo-
ut them and gi ve them a pro per bu rial. (Mi lo rad 
Zi mo vić, As so ci a tion for tra cing mis sing and kil led 
Bo sni aks of Dis trict Brč ko, Brč ko, BiH, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, De cem-
ber 5th 2009.) 

Vic tims must ha ve a first and last na me and it 
must be ca re fully de fi ned what a vic tim con sti-
tu tes. The re sho uld be a dis tin ction bet we en 
tho se who we re kil led in ac tion and tho se who 
we re kil led unar med.

I am truly of fen ded when vic tims are re fer red to as 
num bers. A vic tim can not be a num ber. Each vic tim 
must ha ve a first and last na me and I think that job 
sho uld ha ve been do ne by go vern ment in sti tu ti ons 
in all en ti ti es; they sho uld ha ve ma de a re gi ster of 
all vic tims sta ting how that per son be ca me a vic tim. 
That work hasn’t been do ne yet. From the mo ment 
a per son is cap tu red and is unar med, that per son 
be co mes a vic tim. And so me body be co mes re spon si-
ble for that per son. For that re a son, it is very im por-
tant to ma ke a dis tin ction bet we en tho se who we re 
kil led in ac tion and tho se who we re unar med at the 
ti me they lost the ir li ves. (Ra do Pu rić, As so ci a tion 
of Di sa bled War Ve te rans, Brč ko, BiH, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, De cem-
ber 5th 2009.) 

It is ne ces sary to ma ke a re gi ster of all vic tims. And 
ma ke su re they are ca te go ri zed pro perly, as vic tims, 
war los ses, or ot her ca te go ri es. (La zar Bla go je-
vić, Ve te rans’ Or ga ni za tion of Re pu bli ka Srp ska, 
Ša mac, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
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nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia 
and Her ze go vi na, De cem ber 5th 2009.)

Only vic tims ha ve the right to talk abo ut what 
hap pe ned to them and who did it. The ICTY was 
in di spen sa ble but its jud gments are po li ti cal.

When tal king abo ut such sen si ti ve is su es, vic tims 
ha ve to be ap pro ac hed ca re fully and only vic tims 
can tell the story abo ut them sel ves and tho se who 
har med them. That is an easi er way to find out the 
truth. If we are thin king too much abo ut ICTY jud-
gments, and I will al low myself to say that, the ICTY 
was in di spen sa ble be ca u se it ope ned up chap ters 
we ne ver wo uld ha ve ope ned ot her wi se (...). Ho we-
ver, ICTY jud gments are mostly po li ti cal and we 
all know that vic tims don’t need po li tics. (Vla do 
Dra goj lo vić, As so ci a tion of for mer de ten tion camp 
in ma tes and pri so ners, As so ci a tion of de ten tion 
camp in ma tes of Re pu bli ka Srp ska, Mo dri ča, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini-
ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, 
De cem ber 5th 2009.)

War cri mes per pe tra tors can not be gran ted 
am nesty.

War cri mes are not su bject to the sta tu te of li mi-
ta tion and for that re a son we sho uld ask our sel ves 
whet her we can al low our sel ves to di scuss am nesty 
for war cri mes per pe tra tors. (Ve hih Še hić, Tu zla 
Ci ti zens’ Fo rum, Tu zla, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč-
ko, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, De cem ber 5th 2009.) 

Ve te rans’ or ga ni za ti ons must de no un ce its ve te-
rans who com mit ted war cri mes.

I was for ced to ta ke a gun alt ho ugh I ne ver tho ught 
of go ing to war. And the re are ve te rans who to ok guns 
and tur ned them aga inst you or me or so me body 
el se. You un der stand what I am saying, right? So 
that in the world of ve te rans, we ha ve to ma ke a dis-
tin ction bet we en tho se who went to war ho no u rably 
and tho se who com mit ted war cri mes. I strongly con-
demn them and I ne ver sup por ted pe o ple who did. 
But it is im por tant that all ve te rans’ or ga ni za ti ons 
do the sa me thing. (Nar cis Mi ša no vić, As so ci a tion 
of de mo bi li zed ve te rans of the Army of BiH, Sa ra je-
vo, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia and Her-
ze go vi na, De cem ber 5th 2009.)

It is by far the best so lu tion that RE COM is ve ri fied 

by par li a ments. Wit ho ut the en dor se ment of na ti o-
nal par li a ments the com mis sion will not be able to 
ha ve the kind of im pact we want it to ha ve. 

It wo uld be the best so lu tion for RE COM to be ve ri-
fied by sta te par li a ments (...). If that sup port is una-
va i la ble, I am afraid that the com mis sion will not be 
able to pro du ce the sa me im pact we want to ha ve. 
(Ef fen di Mu sta fa Go be lić, Med glis of the Isla mic 
Com mu nity, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu-
nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia 
and Her ze go vi na, De cem ber 5th 2009.) 

Mem bers of RE COM sho uld be pro fes si o nals 
com man ding aut ho rity. Vic tims sho uld be main 
con tri bu tors in the pro cess. 

Mem bers of the com mis sion sho uld be per sons (...) 
who are fa mi li ar with this to pic pro fes si o nally (...), 
pe o ple who are wi dely tru sted, who se work will not 
be de ni gra ted, and who se fin dings will not be con-
tra dic ted. Mem bers of the com mis sion sho uld not 
be con cer ned with po li tics and they sho uld be able 
to withstand all kinds of po li ti cal pres su re. (La zar 
Bla go je vić, Ve te rans’ Or ga ni za tion of Re pu bli ka 
Srp ska, Ša mac, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč ko, 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, De cem ber 5th 2009.)

I be li e ve they sho uld be first of all pro fes si o nals, but 
al so pe o ple with in tact aut ho rity, re cog ni zed in all 
com mu ni ti es, from the lo cal to the re gi o nal le vel. 
(Ma ri ja Ar slić, Jo sip Broz Ti to As so ci a tion, Brč ko, 
BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia and Her ze go-
vi na, De cem ber 5th 2009.) 

Vic tims sho uld be main con tri bu tors to the pro cess 
(...). They sho uld be mem bers of the com mis sion be ca-
u se they can not be bo ught. I think that ve te rans sho-
uld be he re, too. Maybe they sho uld not be mem bers 
of the com mis sion, but they sho uld ha ve an advi sory 
ca pa city, or act as sympat hi zers. (Nar cis Mi ša no vić, 
As so ci a tion of de mo bi li zed ve te rans of the Army of 
BiH, Sa ra je vo, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia 
and Her ze go vi na, De cem ber 5th 2009.)

We ha ve to le arn to talk abo ut the cri mes, to 
li sten to each ot her and un der stand the suf fe-
ring and pain of ot hers.

When it co mes to this to pic (...), I can say that we are 
at the very be gin ning (...). We ha ve to start tal king 
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abo ut the cri mes (...) to try to re ach the le vel whe re 
we can ha ve a di a lo gue which me ans that we can 
tell ot hers abo ut our suf fe ring and li sten to ot hers 
abo ut the irs and try to un der stand each ot her. 
(Ća zim Su lje vić, Cul tu ral Com mu nity Pre po rod, 
Brč ko, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity 
on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na, De cem ber 5th 2009.)

RE COM is not in the best in te rest of po li ti ci-
ans. They will try to in flu en ce its cre a tion, its 
way of work, and all its ac ti vi ti es. 

Po li ti ci ans don’t re ally want to cre a te RE COM. It is 
not in the ir best in te rest be ca u se many of them will 
be tar ge ted on ce the re port is ma de. (Ra do Pu rić, 
As so ci a tion of Di sa bled War Ve te rans, Brč ko, BiH, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini-
ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia and Her ze go vi-
na, De cem ber 5th 2009.) 

Po li ti ci ans which are (...) in re a lity most re spon si ble 
for the si tu a tion we are in (...) will try to do anything 
to in flu en ce the cre a tion, the work, and the sco pe of 
ac ti vity of the com mis sion. (Ća zim Su lje vić, Cul tu-
ral Com mu nity Pre po rod, Brč ko, BiH, Con sul ta-
tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Brč ko, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, De cem-
ber 5th 2009.) 

Ba sed on the ex pe ri en ces of the ICTY, we ha ve 
every re a son to be con cer ned abo ut our pro spects 
of ga i ning ac cess to sta te-ow ned do cu ments. 

We know that the ICTY is not able to ob tain so me 
do cu ments and that ma kes me won der if this com-
mis sion, if it do es not ha ve the sup port of all po li ti-
cal struc tu res ac ross the re gion of the for mer Yugo-
sla via, will be able to gain ac cess to sta te-ow ned 
do cu ments. (Ća zim Su lje vić, Cul tu ral Com mu nity 
Pre po rod, Brč ko, BiH, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Brč ko, 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, De cem ber 5th 2009.) 

Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with for-
mer de ten tion camp pri so ners on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM 

Sa ra je vo, BiH 
De cem ber 10th 2009

The con sul ta tion on the Ini ti a ti ve to cre a te a Re gi-

o nal Com mis sion for Esta blis hing the Facts abo ut 
War Cri mes and Ot her Se ri o us Hu man Rights 
Vi o la ti ons in the For mer Yugo sla via was or ga ni-
zed by the As so ci a tion of For mer De ten tion Camp 
Pri so ners of BiH and the As so ci a tion of BiH Jo ur-
na lists. The gat he ring was at ten ded by 31 par ti ci-
pants, re pre sen ta ti ves of the As so ci a tion of For mer 
De ten tion Camp Pri so ners of BiH and the Cro a tian 
As so ci a tion of For mer De ten tion Camp Pri so ners 
of the Ho me land War in BiH. Pre si dent of the 
As so ci a tion of For mer De ten tion Camp Pri so ners 
from Re pu bli ka Srp ska can cel led the par ti ci pa tion 
of eight mem bers of the ir As so ci a tion two days 
be fo re the event. Spe a kers we re Na ta ša Kan dić 
(Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter, Ser bia), Zo ran Šan gut 
(As so ci a tion of lawyers, Vu ko var ’91), and Bog dan 
Iva ni še vić (In ter na ti o nal Cen ter for Tran si ti o nal 
Ju sti ce). The di scus sion was mo de ra ted by Dže na na 
Ka rup-Dru ško. The me dia outlets FTV and Dnev-
nik San re por ted from this event.

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons

The Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM is mo re than wel co-
me and everyone sho uld sup port it.

This is exactly why, be ca u se of the fa i lu res of the 
ICTY, be ca u se of the fact that the vic tims are be ing 
ne glec ted in all co un tri es in the re gion, as well as 
be ca u se of tho se who com mit ted the se war cri mes, 
I think that such an ini ti a ti ve of the non-go vern-
men tal sec tor is im por tant. When I say that I think 
of RE COM first of all and I think that we sho uld 
all sup port it and stand be hind it. (Zo ran Šan gut, 
As so ci a tion of lawyers, Vu ko var ’91, Vu ko var, Cro-
a tia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with for mer de ten tion 
camp pri so ners on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra-
je vo, BiH, De cem ber 10th 2009.) 

I am glad that the re is (...) an ini ti a ti ve li ke this. Let’s 
ac cept what’s good abo ut it and we can di scuss the 
things we don’t agree with. (Zlat ko Pr kić, Cro a tian 
As so ci a tion of For mer De ten tion Camp Pri so ners 
of the Ho me land War in BiH, Va reš, Na ti o nal con-
sul ta tion with for mer de ten tion camp pri so ners on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, BiH, De cem ber 
10th 2009.) 

RE COM is a so lu tion but it has to be gi ven a 
true me a ning in or der to be co me ours. 

I just want to in vi te you to spe ak freely, to ma ke sug-
ge sti ons. We don’t ha ve a ready so lu tion, our so lu-
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tion is this com mis sion but it has to ha ve so me con-
tent, so me true me a ning to be co me our com mis sion. 
(Na ta ša Kan dić, Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter, Ser bia, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with for mer de ten tion camp 
pri so ners on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, 
BiH, De cem ber 10th 2009.) 

We can ask the se qu e sti ons thro ugh RE COM, too, 
and tac kle the is sue of the facts, of war cri mes, of 
sta tus and so cial rights, but we can only do it if we 
spe ak truth fully abo ut it. (Ir fan Aja no vić, As so ci a-
tion of For mer De ten tion Camp Pri so ners of BiH, 
Sa ra je vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with for mer de ten-
tion camp pri so ners on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Sa ra je vo, BiH, De cem ber 10th 2009.) 

RE COM will only be suc cessful if they ma na-
ge to re gi ster all de ten tion camps, di sco ver all 
mass gra ves, and find out the facts abo ut the 
mis sing.

Be ca u se of our many sle e pless nights, be ca u se of 
tor tu re and everything that hap pe ned to us in va ri-
o us de ten tion camps, I think that we sho uld first of 
all fo cus our energy on the truth. We need to co me 
up with a de fi ni tion of de ten tion camps, col lec tion 
cen tres, and so on, and mark the se pla ces pro perly, 
re gar dless on the si de on which they we re, to gi ve 
them na mes for the sa ke of fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons, for the 
sa ke of pe a ce and truth (...). If this ini ti a ti ve be co mes 
a re a lity, I will con si der it suc cessful if it can co ver 
three seg ments: if it re gi sters all de ten tion camps on 
the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla via, if it finds all 
mass gra ves, and if it di sco ver what hap pe ned to our 
lo ved ones who are mis sing. (Zo ran Šan gut, As so-
ci a tion of lawyers, Vu ko var ’91, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with for mer de ten tion camp 
pri so ners on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, 
BiH, De cem ber 10th 2009.)

RE COM is a uni que op por tu nity for the vic tims 
to ma ke a co a li tion, to start sho wing re spect 
for each ot her and to se cu re the re spect of the 
go vern ments. 

We, the vic tims, we don’t re spect each ot her and 
the re fo re we can not ex pect the go vern ments to show 
re spect for us and grant us the rights we are en ti tled 
to. Our go vern ment chan ged the the sis abo ut vic tims 
and now mostly war cri mes per pe tra tors are be ing 
tre a ted as vic tims and the real vic tims are for got ten, 
all over the re gion. So, the very re la ti on ship of the 
go vern ment with re spect to us, the vic tims, will be 
this way for as long as we are not able to sit down 

to get her and ma ke a uni que co a li tion of vic tims. 
We are cer ta inly not able to do it, but RE COM, on 
the ot her hand, is our only chan ce to do it. (Mir sad 
Du ra to vić, As so ci a tion of For mer De ten tion Camp 
Pri so ners Pri je dor ’92, Pri je dor, BiH, Na ti o nal con-
sul ta tion with for mer de ten tion camp pri so ners on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, BiH, De cem ber 
10th 2009.) 

We ha ve to de fi ne de ten tion camps and col lec-
tion cen tres. All pla ce of de ten tion and suf fe-
ring sho uld be mar ked.

All three si des in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na ha ve the ir 
as so ci a ti ons of de ten tion camp pri so ners, and I think 
it wo uld be a good idea for all three si ded to wri te 
a de fi ni tion of a de ten tion camp or a col lec tion cen-
tre and why they tho ught the pla ce whe re they we re 
held was a de ten tion camp. That de fi ni tion sho uld 
be furt her used to as sess the pla ces of de ten tion 
or ga ni zed by the ir own en ti ti es. So, not only whe re 
I was held pri so ner, but al so the de ten tion lo ca ti ons 
that my own pe o ple set up for the mem bers of ot her 
et hnic com mu ni ti es. The next na tu ral step wo uld 
be to mark all the se lo ca ti ons the way the se cond 
world war camps we re mar ked, such as Ja se no vac, 
Auschwitz, etc (...) I de no un ce each and every war 
cri me re gar dless of who com mit ted it, and I will be 
very glad if the vic tims from the Lo ra camp can co me 
on the day the Sta ji će vo camp me mo rial is po sted. I 
can gu a ran tee that if they de ci de to bu ild a me mo-
rial in Split, at the Lo ra camp lo ca tion, they will 
ha ve my full sup port. (Zo ran Šan gut, As so ci a tion 
of lawyers, Vu ko var ’91, Vu ko var, Cro a tia, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with for mer de ten tion camp pri so-
ners on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
De cem ber 10th 2009.)

The re can be no di scus sion un til we ha ve re sol ved 
the main is sue he re and that is the Law on De ten tion 
Camp Pri so ners. What is a camp? What is go ing to 
be our di scus sion to pic wit hin RE COM? We don’t 
even ha ve the ba sic is su es sol ved. (Želj ko Vla dić, 
Cro a tian As so ci a tion of For mer De ten tion Camp 
Pri so ners of the Ho me land War in BiH, Mo star, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with for mer de ten tion camp 
pri so ners on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, 
BiH, De cem ber 10th 2009.) 

The truth is, first of all, ava i la ble thro ugh co urt 
pro ce e dings. 

How can we gi ve our con tri bu tion to the truth? First 
of all we can te stify in co urt pro ce e dings. It is dif-
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fi cult to tell the truth wit ho ut co urt pro ce e dings. 
(Ir fan Aja no vić, As so ci a tion of For mer De ten tion 
Camp Pri so ners of BiH, Sa ra je vo, Na ti o nal con sul-
ta tion with for mer de ten tion camp pri so ners on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, BiH, De cem ber 
10th 2009.) 

Pu blic te sti mo ni es of vic tims can ca u se a co un-
ter ef fect if the re are no san cti ons for tho se who 
tell li es.

And I ac cept pu blic he a ring. But pu blic he a rings 
are an op por tu nity for tho se who don’t li ke the truth 
and who want to tell li es. They can not be pu nis hed 
for that and the da ma ge is do ne the mo ment a fal se 
sta te ment co mes out in the open, in the me dia and 
so on. That can con fu se the pu blic and cre a te cha os. 
What we will ha ve then is a co un ter ef fect. (Ir fan 
Aja no vić, As so ci a tion of For mer De ten tion Camp 
Pri so ners of BiH, Sa ra je vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with for mer de ten tion camp pri so ners on the Ini-
ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, BiH, De cem ber 10th 
2009.) 

Pu blic te sti mo ni es of vic tims are very im por-
tant be ca u se vic tims ha ve no ot her op por tu ni-
ti es to tell the me dia and the pu blic what they 
ha ve suf fe red.

Pu blic te sti mony? I am in fa vo ur of pu blic te sti mo-
ni es be ca u se ot her wi se I wo uld not be able to ha ve 
ac cess to the me dia. We ha ve our lo cal TV sta tion, 
the Her ze go vi na TV, which can be he ard wit hin a 
2km ra di us. That me ans I ha ve no way of tel ling my 
story (...) and I think we sho uld show re spect for each 
ot her and that we sho uld ne ver deny the suf fe ring of 
ot her pri so ners is to tally wrong. (Dar ko Mat ko vić, 
Cro a tian As so ci a tion of For mer De ten tion Camp 
Pri so ners of the Ho me land War in BiH, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with for mer de ten tion camp pri so-
ners on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, BiH, 
De cem ber 10th 2009.) 

Sci en ce and the ti me, with the help of vic tims’ 
as so ci a ti ons and good ini ti a ti ves, we can find 
the truth and ac hi e ve re con ci li a tion.

Only sci en ce and ti me to get her with the se as so ci a-
ti ons, the se ini ti a ti ves, but sci en ce and ti me in the 
first pla ce, sup por ted by us, can yield re ally good 
re sults. Then we can ha ve what is in di spen sa ble in 
the We stern Bal kans – truth, ju sti ce ba sed on that 
truth, san ction ba sed on ju sti ce, and ba sed on all 
that – re con ci li a tion and the fact is the re is no li fe 

wit ho ut re con ci li a tion (...). RE COM is an ex tra-
or di nary idea but it will ha ve to al low for a lot of 
co un ter-pro duc ti ve things to hap pen be fo re it can 
re ach its goal. (Ir fan Aja no vić, As so ci a tion of For-
mer De ten tion Camp Pri so ners of BiH, Sa ra je vo, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with for mer de ten tion camp 
pri so ners on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, 
BiH, De cem ber 10th 2009.) 

I am a pes si mist be ca u se the re are mi ni sters in 
the cur rent go vern ment who ac tu ally or ga ni zed 
de ten tion camps.

I am a pes si mist be ca u se many li es ha ve been put 
on pa per so far and they are tre a ted as truth. Many 
things ha ve been said and most of the se things are 
li es. We are fig hting wind mills he re. The re are even 
pe o ple he re among us who can or will not be li e ve 
that mem bers of the ir own et hnic com mu nity ran 
de ten tion camps for mem bers of ot her et hnic com-
mu ni ti es. And the re a son is sim ple. Pe o ple who 
ac tu ally or ga ni zed the se camps are mi ni sters in the 
cur rent go vern ment and they don’t want any sto ri es 
abo ut de ten tion camps to be told or pu blis hed, let 
alo ne a law on the vic tims of tor tu re or so met hing 
li ke that. So, I think that it will ta ke a long ti me be fo-
re we can do so met hing li ke that and the truth will 
only co me out when dif fe rent pe o ple are in mi ni ste-
rial po si ti ons. (Mir ko Ze le ni ka, Cro a tian As so ci-
a tion of For mer De ten tion Camp Pri so ners of the 
Ho me land War in BiH Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
for mer de ten tion camp pri so ners on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, BiH, De cem ber 10th 2009.) 

If they want to work to get her, for mer de ten tion 
camp pri so ners must ad mit all cri mes.

We must not deny a sin gle war cri me or hu man 
right vi o la tion that hap pe ned! If a cri me has hap pe-
ned, we, for mer de ten tion camp in ma tes, must say: 
that’s right, it hap pe ned, and we sho uld not al low 
bar ri ca des to be put bet we en us if we want to work 
to get her. (Zlat ko Pr kić, Cro a tian As so ci a tion of For-
mer De ten tion Camp Pri so ners of the Ho me land 
War in BiH, Va reš, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with for-
mer de ten tion camp pri so ners on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Sa ra je vo, BiH, De cem ber 10th 2009.) 

De ten tion camp pri so ners’ re pre sen ta ti ve to 
RE COM must be a per son able to ad mit that his or 
her fel low na ti o nals al so com mit ted cri mes.

That per son must be able to ad mit that mem bers 
of his or her et hnic gro up al so com mit ted cri mes so 
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that they can li sten to the ot her si de tal king abo ut 
cri mes wit ho ut an emo ti o nal re ac tion li ke “Wa it, 
you, too, com mit ted cri mes! So, I want the facts first 
so that I can lo ok Pe ro in the eyes and that Pe ro can 
lo ok me in the eyes, so that I can li sten to him tal king 
abo ut his suf fe ring and that Pe ro can he ar me out 
when I talk abo ut mi ne. It is only then that we can 
ac tu ally talk abo ut RE COM. The re’s not hing be fo re 
that. And it is only then that we can talk abo ut our 
in di vi dual ca ses. We sho uld talk abo ut whet her we 
sup port RE COM, who do we want to de le ga te, and 
not what my per so nal pro blems are. (Mir sad Di zdar, 
As so ci a tion of For mer De ten tion Camp Pri so ners 
of BiH, Jaj ce, BiH, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with for-
mer de ten tion camp pri so ners on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Sa ra je vo, BiH, De cem ber 10th 2009.) 

The As so ci a tion of For mer De ten tion Camp 
Pri so ners of BiH is lo o king for a cle ar vi sion of 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM and its own ro le in the 
pro cess.

We want a cle ar vi sion abo ut what RE COM can 
do for us. What is the goal of RE COM? What is 
our pur po se in the en ti re pro cess? What is it go ing 
to be and how will it be for med? Will it miss so me 
im por tant is su es? Why aren’t re pre sen ta ti ves of the 
As so ci a tion of For mer De ten tion Camp Pri so ners 
from Re pu bli ka Srp ska pre sent? I will only spe ak on 
my own be half; I must say that I ha ve not seen that 
cle ar a vi sion so far. I don’t un der stand what is be ing 
of fe red with re spect to the go als that sho uld gi ve us 
an swers to all of the qu e sti ons which we don’t qu i te 
un der stand and which we so me ti mes don’t want to 
ac cept and which are so me ti mes fal se. (Mu rat Ta hi-
ro vić, As so ci a tion of For mer De ten tion Camp Pri-
so ners of BiH, Sa ra je vo, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
for mer de ten tion camp pri so ners on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Sa ra je vo, BiH, De cem ber 10th 2009.) 

As so ci a ti ons of For mer De ten tion Camp Pri so-
ners can help de fi ne the RE COM man da te, they 
can help col lect one mil lion sig na tu res, they 
can col lect do cu men ta tion and ta ke sta te ments 
from vic tims. 

At this sta te, be fo re RE COM is esta blis hed, du ring 
the con sul ta ti ons sta ge, of co ur se if you con si der 
this to be worth the ef fort, the se as so ci a ti ons can 
in flu en ce the con tent of RE COM. The ro le of such 
as so ci a ti ons is to help col lect sig na tu res. Na ta ša 
Kan dić men ti o ned that it is plan ned to col lect one 
mil lion sig na tu res to sub mit to the par li a ments 
to get her with the re qu est to form RE COM. That 

num ber of sig na tu res will grant a gre a ter le gi ti macy 
to the re qu est. On ce the com mis sion is esta blis hed, 
mem bers of for mer de ten tion camp as so ci a ti ons can 
be co me mem bers of the com mis sion (...). In so me 
co un tri es truth com mis si ons em ployed hun dreds, 
700 or 800 pe o ple, in ot hers less than that. It ta kes 
a lot of ef fort to ta ke sta te ments from wit nes ses and 
it is good if the sta te ments are ta ken by tho se who 
un der stand the si tu a tion, who know what to ask and 
who ha ve he ard it all al ready. Un for tu na tely, many 
of you are qu i te fa mi li ar with this is sue. You can al so 
help by te stifying, by gi ving sta te ments, by col lec ting 
ma te ri als – simply, I think the re is a lot as so ci a ti ons 
of for mer de ten tion camp in ma tes can do. (Bog dan 
Iva ni še vić, In ter na ti o nal Cen ter for Tran si ti o nal 
Ju sti ce, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with for mer de ten-
tion camp pri so ners on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Sa ra je vo, BiH, De cem ber 10th 2009.) 

Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with 
Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons 
abo ut the RE COM Ini ti a ti ve 

Bel gra de, Ser bia
De cem ber 17th 2009

The national con sul ta ti on with non-go vern men tal 
or ga ni sa ti ons we re organized by the Hu ma ni ta rian 
Law Cen ter and the Agency for Co o pe ra tion with 
Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons and Euro pean 
Har mo ni sa tion, the Bel gra de City Ad mi ni stra tion. 
It was at ten ded by 44 re pre sen ta ti ves of non-go-
vern men tal or ga ni sa ti ons from ac ross Ser bia. The 
ob ser vers ca me from the em bas si es of the Uni ted 
King dom and The Net her lands. Na ta ša Kan dić 
(Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter, Ser bia) and Bog dan 
Iva ni še vić (In ter na ti o nal Cen tre for Tran si ti o nal 
Ju sti ce) we re the lec tu rers. Dra gan Po po vić (Youth 
Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights, Ser bia) ac ted as the 
mo de ra tor. 

Sug ge sti ons, vi ews, re com men da ti ons 
of the par ti ci pants 

The City of Bel gra de sup ports the for ma tion of 
RE COM. 

To be gin with, on be half of the City of Bel gra de and 
its ad mi ni stra tion – wel co me. Why do es the city 
sup port RE COM? Du ring the 1990s the ci ti zens of 
Bel gra de and to a cer tain ex tent its ad mi ni stra tion 
which was in op po si tion [to the re pu bli can go vern-
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ment] sho wed the ir re a di ness to ra i se the ir vo i ce 
aga inst the war. When I say ‘the ci ti zens of Bel gra de’ 
I mean, in the first pla ce, the re pre sen ta ti ves of non-
go vern men tal or ga ni sa ti ons. One of the pri o ri ti es 
of our agency is the re gion-wi de co o pe ra tion in the 
ef fort, of co ur se, to re new bro ken re la ti ons, shed light 
on the past for the sa ke of a cle a rer fu tu re, first and 
fo re most, and, of co ur se, an ade qu a te sa tis fac tion 
of the vic tims. (Dan ko Ru nić, di rec tor, Agency for 
Co o pe ra tion with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti-
ons, Bel gra de City Ad mi ni stra tion, Na ti o nal Con-
sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, 
Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 2009.)
 
RE COM sho uld set up a body to work to get her 
with pro fes si o nals who par ti ci pa ted in the war 
in lo ca ting wit nes ses and sce nes of cri mes. 

As a for mer mem ber of the spe cial units of the Re pu-
blic of Ser bia I had the opportunity to talk with then 
of fi cers and mem bers of the pro fes si o nal for ces of 
the Re pu blic of Ser bia. I think, the re fo re, that the-
re sho uld be a com mis sion wit hin RE COM which 
wo uld work with pro fes si o nals who are now in to uch 
with di rect wit nes ses in the ma jo rity of ca ses, of the 
ma jo rity of war cri mes in the ter ri tory of the for mer 
Yugo sla via, Ko so vo in par ti cu lar. (Ne nad Pe tro vić, 
Pa le stra, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons 
with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, 
Ser bia, December 17th 2009.) 

It is ti me to ta ke stock in wri ting of everything 
that has emer ged in the co ur se of di scus si ons, 
in clu ding di lem mas and dif fe rent opi ni ons. 

I think that ti me has co me to wri te a se ri o us draft 
ba sed on all that was do ne du ring the se 68 me e-
tings. I was slightly ta ken aback when I he ard ‘68 
me e tings’; it re minds me of cer tain things in po li tics. 
Of co ur se, the re are many di lem mas still, but I think 
that af ter fo ur and a half years we ha ve ar ri ved at 
so met hing that is in di spu ta ble and I think that that 
sho uld be the ske le ton of this draft. And then, in that 
text, to pre sent all the di lem mas whe re they still 
exist, di lem mas or dif fe rent opi ni ons. I am con fi dent 
that pe o ple will par ti ci pa te even mo re and be mo re 
ac ti ve in furt her di scus si ons when they ha ve so met-
hing that they can talk abo ut. (Zo ran Živ ko vić, Mil-
len ni um – Cen tre for the De ve lop ment of the Ci vil 
So ci ety, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons 
with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, 
Ser bia, December 17th 2009.)
 
It will be dif fi cult to col lect one mil lion sig na-

tu res, both tec hni cally and mo ti va ti o nally. 

I ha ve to say that I am pes si mi stic when it co mes to 
how the aut ho ri ti es wi ill re spond, the cur rent and 
fu tu re ones, un less so met hing chan ges in any one 
of the se sta tes, suc ces sors to the for mer Yugo sla via. 
Maybe I am wrong. In any event, this pro po sal ne eds 
to be pre sen ted and ma jor pres su re bro ught to be ar. 
It is far from easy to col lect one mil lion sig na tu res, 
even tec hni cally, let alo ne mo ti va ti o nally and in any 
ot her re spect. All this ne eds to be be gun as early as 
pos si ble or el se we shall spend the best years of our 
li ves di scus sing the ini ta ti ve and it is ti me to bring 
it to an end. (Zo ran Živ ko vić, Mil len ni um – Cen tre 
for the De ve lop ment of the Ci vil So ci ety, Bel gra de, 
Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern-
men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 
17th 2009.)
 
The re gi o nal com mis sion may be ma de only of 
the na ti o nal com mis si ons and the lat ter sho uld 
be in de pen dent. In Ser bia the emp ha sis sho uld 
be on the sta te’s ad mis sion of its re spon si bi lity 
for the cri mes. 

I think that all the se con sul ta ti ons are use ful; They 
give so me in for ma tion, at le ast for pe o ple on the gro-
und who are par ti ci pa ting in this for the first ti me; 
they are simply mo ti va ted to ta ke an ap pro ach to all 
this. Ho we ver, I still think that a re gi o nal com mis-
sion can be ma de only of the na ti o nal com mis si ons 
which sho uld be in de pen dent. A gat he ring such as 
this one, ma de of non-go vern men tal or ga ni sa ti ons 
in Ser bia sho uld con ti nue to work and bring pres su-
re on the aut ho ri ti es in Ser bia it self. And I think that 
it is much mo re im por tant to esta blish the co o pe ra-
tion bet we en sta te in sti tu ti ons and non-go vern men-
tal or ga ni sa ti ons in Ser bia it self. It wo uld be much 
mo re ef fi ci ent if the fo cus we re pla ced on Ser bia (...) 
to lay the emp ha sis on the per pe tra tors and the sta-
te, to ac ti vely de mand from the sta te that it ad mits 
re spon si bi lity for the cri mes, in clu ding the ge no ci de. 
(So nja Bi ser ko, Hel sin ki Com mit tee for Hu man 
Rights in Ser bia, Bel gra de, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons 
with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, 
Ser bia, December 17th 2009.)

It ne eds to be de ci ded whet her it is bet ter to 
ha ve com mis si ons in in di vi dual sta tes first and 
then ma ke the re gi o nal com mis sion from them.

I’d li ke to in clu de all the sta tes, but per haps Slo-
ve nia and Ma ce do nia don’t ha ve to be the re. But 
tho se ot hers sho uld all be co ve red by the work of the 
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com mis si ons. And then, at so me ma jor re u nion, such 
as the one we had in Be či ći, when we ha ve all the 
sta tes re pre sen ted, we co uld de ci de whet her we sho-
uld ha ve com mis si ons in in di vi dual sta tes and then 
to get her ma ke a re gi o nal com mis sion out of them. 
We need to ha ve an an swer what to do if a sta te re fu-
ses to par ti ci pa te in this re gi o nal com mis sion and 
how we shall ma ke up for its ab sen ce in fin ding the 
truth. If all the sta tes set up the ir com mis si ons, then 
per haps this will cre a te mec ha nisms to for -, with 
the help of the in ter na ti o nal com mu nity - a jo int, 
re gi o nal truth-fin ding com mis sion. (Ali ja Ha li lo vić, 
Ci vil Fo rum of No vi Pa zar, the net of hu man rights 
com mit te es, CHRIS, Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons 
with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, 
Ser bia, 17 De cem ber 2009.)
 
If the aut ho ri ti es re ject RE COM, we shall be 
de nied the truth. 

I think, if RE COM fa ils, if our aut ho ri ti es and po li-
ti ci ans do not sup port, do not ac cept this as a mo del 
for fin ding the truth, then we shall in deed be de nied 
the truth be ca u se our hi sto ri es are writ ten by tho se 
qu a li fi ed and by tho se un qu a li fi ed so that in fifty 
years ti me we might ha ve hol low hi sto ri es or tho se 
writ ten by ama te urs or war ri ors or war-mon gers. 
They lo ve wri ting di a ri es now, and it’s al ways so me-
body el se’s fa ult, ne ver mi ne. So rry, that’s all. (Ali ja 
Ha li lo vić, Ci vil Fo rum of No vi Pa zar, the net of 
hu man rights com mit te es, CHRIS, Ser bia, Na ti o nal 
Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti-
ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 2009.)

Na ti o nal com mis si ons can not cre a te a cli ma te 
in which the sta tes emer ged from the for mer 
Yugo sla via will wil lingly ad mit the re spon si bi-
lity for the cri mes com mit ted. Facts can not be 
esta blis hed at the na ti o nal le vel.

How do es one do it, re qu e sting re spon si bi lity and 
ob ta i ning from the sta te its ad mis sion of re spon-
si bi lity? Or, for in stan ce, how shall a com mis sion, 
a na ti o nal one, in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, find 
the truth as it can not be do ne wit ho ut Ser bia and 
Cro a tia. Just think - the per pe tra tors are, largely in 
Ser bia, and in Cro a tia. Or, how co uld a com mis sion, 
a na ti o nal one, in Ko so vo, whom wo uld it deal with 
the re? In what way do es one ar ri ve at a pu re form in 
which every so ci ety adopts a stand to wards its past, 
its hi story, its re spon si bi lity, how do es one ar ri ve at 
an ideal, cri ti cal self-exa mi na ti on? I, for one, do 
not be li e ve that it is pos si ble by me ans of a na ti o-
nal ap pro ach... (Na ta ša Kan dić, Hu ma ni ta rian Law 

Cen tre, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons 
with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, 
Ser bia, December 17th 2009.)
 
Non-go vern men tal or ga ni sa ti ons sho uld bring 
pres su re on Ser bia to lo ok at it self.

I think that it is very im por tant that the se plans for 
the cre a tion of a jo int sta te of Serbs he re [in Ser bi a] 
are ex po sed. The re is plenty of ma te rial for that in 
the Tri bu nal in The Ha gue. (...) Who will ma ke us – 
Cro a tia, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, Ko so vo? – ad mit 
that it was an ag gres sion? No body. I think it is much 
mo re im por tant to di scuss it wit hin the co un try 
be ca u se it is the only way for Ser bia to lo ok at it self 
in the fa ce. (So nja Bi ser ko, Hel sin ki Co mmit tee for 
Hu man Rights in Ser bia, Bel gra de, Na ti o nal Con-
sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, 
Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 2009.)

Ko so vo Serbs and Al ba ni ans need to be sup por-
ted and em po we red to join this pro cess. 

Serbs and Al ba ni ans who are al ready en ga ged in 
this pro cess in Ko so vo need to be em po we red be ca-
u se they ha ve al ready said that no body from Bel-
gra de has the right to ini ti a te the pro cess in Ko so vo. 
The in ter na ti o nal com mu nity must be on the ir si de 
too and then, with its help, to start an ar du o us 
and pa in ful pro cess. (Alek san dar Sto ja no vić, Cen-
tre for the De ve lop ment of Lo cal Com mu ni ti es, 
Ko sov ska Mi tro vi ca, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with 
Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser-
bia, December 17th 2009.)

RE COM ne eds to ha ve a mul ti di sci pli nary te am 
so that the events can be analysed from dif fe-
rent an gles.

I’d li ke to ask so met hing, Mrs Bi ser ko men ti o ned 
the qu a li fi ca ti ons of tho se in di vi du als; I think that 
a multi di sci pli nary te am sho uld be in vol ved and 
that things sho uld be analysed from dif fe rent an gles. 
(Se dat Vr cić, Flo res, Sje ni ca, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti-
ons with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel-
gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 2009.)

The pro cess con cer ning the for ma tion of 
RE COM sho uld in clu de re li gi o us com mu ni ti es 
and po li ti cal par ti es. 

I’d li ke to wel co me (...) the ex pan si on of this who le 
pro cess, first the num ber of tho se in vol ved be ca u se 
I think that it was high ti me to do it. Maybe si mi-
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lar pro ces ses en ded as they did be ca u se so me of the 
cru cial ac tors we re not in clu ded. By this I mean, in 
the first pla ce, the re li gi o us com mu ni ti es that you 
men ti o ned and the par li a men tary par ti es. Ne e dless 
to say, every one of us has the right to li ke or di sli ke 
so me of the ac tors. To be gin with, they are al so a 
he te ro ge neo us gro up, but I think that the ma no e u v-
ring ro om for the ac hi e ve ment of the goal is mi ni mal 
un less they are in clu ded. (Mi lan Si tar ski, Cen tre for 
Re li gi o us Re se arch, Bel gra de Open School, Ser bia, 
Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal 
Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 
2009.)

The most im por tant thing is to de-et hni ci se the 
vic tims and to cre a te com pas sion in the re gion. 

We must de-et hni ci se tho se vic tims, we must ex pla-
in to pe o ple, in all the re pu blics, how tho se vic tims 
felt. We must first bring clo ser to them the fe e ling 
of pain and only then can we put pres su re on the 
sta te in wha te ver way (at the re gi o nal or na ti o nal 
le vel). And then it will not be a pro blem. But in the 
first pla ce we must find a way to put an end to the 
mo del of vi o len ce as a so lu tion to the pro blems in 
the so ci ety and the fa mily and only af ter that we can 
de vi se the mec ha nisms to put pres su re on the sta te. 
(Si mon Si mo no vić, stu dent, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti-
o nal Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga-
ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 2009.)

It is easi er to ac hi e ve the con sen sus abo ut the 
per pe tra tors at the re gi o nal than at the na ti o nal 
le vel. 

it is very easy to ac hi e ve a re gi o nal con sen sus re gar-
ding the fa te of the mis sing, the camps, this and that, 
but as re gards the cri mi nals it’s a no-go. I think that 
so me agre e ment ne eds to be ac hi e ved pri ma rily at 
the re gi o nal le vel. It then gi ves one gre a ter po wer 
to act na ti o nally. (Mi lo van Ra do njić, Evro kon-
takt, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with 
Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser-
bia, December 17th 2009.)

RE COM is a tool of de moc ra tic di a lo gue. 

I think that this gro up sho uld fo cus on what we can 
and must do, that is what is in di spen sa ble for us to 
do to ma ke the sta tes ac cept RE COM. The Co a li tion 
for RE COM it self is a tool of de moc ra tic di a lo gue 
and in its fu tu re work it will find an swers that I be li-
e ve will be the right ones for this di scus sion. (Bo ško 
Nek ta ri je vić, Fo rum for Et hnic Re la ti ons, Bel gra de, 

Ser bia, (Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern-
men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 
17th 2009.)

Non-go vern men tal or ga ni sa ti ons sho uld put 
pres su re on lo cal go vern ments to sup port 
RE COM as a part of the Euro pean in te gra ti on 
process. 

And then, if gen tle men [lo cal go vern ments] do not 
want to ta ke part in this story, then we shall stig ma-
ti se them, too. So, if a mu ni ci pa lity which re ce i ved 3,5 
mil lion euros from the Euro pean Com mis sion in the 
na me of Euro pean in te gra ti ons, do es not wish to par-
ti ci pa te in anot her kind of Euro pean in te gra ti on, then 
we shall ha ve a lit tle talk with them. I see no ot her 
tool for us but to put pres su re, too. (Vir dži ni ja Ma ri-
na Gu zi na, Ci vil Par li a ment, Vr šac, Ser bia, Na ti o nal 
Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti-
ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 2009.) 

The am bas sa dors to Ser bia [in ter na ti o nal 
com mu nity] sho uld sup port the ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM as a part of the ir sup port to Ser bia. 

If last year the am bas sa dors went to put pres su re 
from town to town, from vil la ge to vil la ge, so that 
this massive co a li tion which is in po wer co uld be 
ma de, why sho uldn’t tho se sa me am bas sa dors co me 
and say, ‘Hey, wa it a sec, we’re gi ving you mo ney, 
co me on, do so met hing con cre te. (Vir dži ni ja Ma ri na 
Gu zi na, Ci vil Par li a ment, Vr šac, Ser bia, Na ti o nal 
Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti-
ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 2009.) 

RE COM sho uld ta ke in to ac co unt pe o ple who 
got rich du ring the war be ca u se they are be hind 
the cri mes. 

We suf fer from cer tain things which ci ti zens per-
haps do not as so ci a te qu i te cle arly with the cri mes 
which to ok pla ce. And the se are, say, cor rup tion, or, 
say, mo no poly, the se are, say, un sta ble go vern ments 
sup por ted by tho se sel fsa me pe o ple who ha ve got 
very rich and I think, the re fo re, that the di scus sion 
sho uld ad dress the se things too. I mean, even tho ugh 
we ha ve very ac cu ra te lists of war cri mi nals, are they 
be ing bro ught to ju sti ce or sho uld they be bro ught 
to ju sti ce; per haps inac cu ra te lists of vic tims, we do 
not ha ve ac cu ra te lists at all, who are tho se pe o ple 
who en ric hed them sel ves thro ugh this tra gedy, are 
the ir na mes qu i te cle arly as so ci a ted with cri mes 
which co uld ha ve had eco no mic re a sons be hind 
them, and all the whi le tho se pe o ple are in di rectly 
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af fec ting the li ving stan dard. (Gor dan Ve lev, Gro up 
484, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with 
Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser-
bia, December 17th 2009.) 

Vic tims and wit nes ses sho uld te stify in pu blic. 
They sho uld spe ak freely, but un der pro fes si o-
nal su per vi sion. 
As for who will spe ak at pu blic he a rings, I think it is 
very im por tant to get the sto ri es of both the vic tims 
and the wit nes ses. As to how to he ar the vic tims 
in pu blic, I think it is very im por tant to al low the 
vic tims to spe ak freely but not wit ho ut pro fes si o nal 
su per vi sion. This me ans that the re sho uld be exa mi-
ners skil led in pu blic he a ring as well as in gen tle gu i-
ding. (Na ta ša Lju bo mi ro vić, Gro up 484, Bel gra de, 
Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern-
men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 
17th 2009.) 

Di scus si ons abo ut RE COM are the bro a dest 
so cial pro cess in Ser bia and the re gion. RE COM 
by it self has the po ten tial to re sto re the dig nity 
of the vic tims. 

RE KOM is very, very cru cial if the vic tims are to 
re gain the ir na mes and the ir full iden tity. I al so 
think, ha ving fol lo wed the who le con sul ta ti ons pro-
cess, fo rums and everything that it is the bro a dest 
pos si ble pro cess which ta kes pla ce in Ser bia and the 
ci vil so ci ety. (Go ran Mi le tić, Ci vil Rights De fen ders, 
Of fi ce in Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with Non-
Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, December 
17th 2009.) 

If RE KOM advo ca tes re pa ra ti ons for all vic tims, 
it will earn the com mis sion ma jor sup port in 
the sta tes of the re gion. 

I think that this truth com mis sion sho uld en vi sa ge 
re pa ra ti ons for the vic tims for two re a sons. Firstt, 
I be li e ve that the fun da men tal prin ci ples of ju sti ce 
de mand that a per son vic ti mi sed, espe ci ally in such 
a mon str o us man ner, sho uld be com pen sa ted so that 
he/she can ha ve the pos si bi lity to go on li ving, so that 
the vic tims’ chil dren can ha ve a chan ce to re ce i ve 
edu ca ti ion and li ve a bet ter li fe (...). If we start from 
the fact that all vic tims sho uld be com pen sa ted, it 
co uld con sti tut e a ma jor in cen ti ve be ca u se in Ser-
bia, for in stan ce, the emp ha sis wo uld be on Ser bian 
na ti o nals, in Bo snia and Her ze go vi na on the na ti o-
nals of Bo snia and Her ze go vi na and no dis tin ction 
wo uld be ma de among the vic tims ba sed on the ir 
et hnic ori gin or re li gion. (Bo jan Ga vri lo vić, Bel gra de 

Cen tre for Hu man Rights, Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con-
sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, 
Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 2009.) 

Non-go vern men tal or ga ni sa ti ons sho uld be the 
chi ef ac tors of the 1,000,000 Sig na tu res Cam pa-
ign for RE COM. 
Non-go vern men tal or ga ni sa ti ons in clu ded in this 
story sin ce the start of the con sul ta ti ons, sho uld step 
up the ir in vol ve ment from the be gin ning of this year, 
that is, start col lec ting the sig na tu res, say, in Fe bru-
ary; it co uld all be ex pe di ted and non-go vern men tal 
or ga ni sa ti ons in every town can be the chi ef ac tors of 
the pro ject. (Ne nad Po ro bić, Cen tre for Non-Vi o lent 
Ac tion, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons 
with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, 
Ser bia, December 17th 2009.) 

The qu e sti on is if the sig na tu res for RE COM 
can be col lec ted at the ti me of the elec ti ons in 
BiH. 

We we re thinking abo ut sub mit ting [to the par li a-
ments in the re gi on] our mo del to wards the end of 
the year. Ho we ver, the elec to ral cam pa ign be gins in 
Bo snia and Her ze go vi na in Sep tem ber, the elec ti-
ons are in Oc to ber and we won der if our cam pa ign 
One Mil lion Sig na tu res for RE COM will be pos si ble. 
(Na ta ša Kan dić, Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen tre, Bel-
gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with Non-
Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, 
December 17th 2009.) 

I be li e ve it is wrong to tie up the col lec tion of sig-
na tu res with pos si ble elec ti ons at that ti me; we are 
in the Bal kans and the re are al ways so me elec ti ons 
so mew he re. (Zo ran Živ ko vić, Mi len ni um, Bel gra de, 
Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern-
men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 
17th 2009.) 

Brč ko wo uld be a good pla ce as the seat of 
RE COM.

Just a bri ef sug ge stion con ce rning the head of fi ce of 
RE COM, for the re gi o nal commission as you call it. 
I think that Brč ko is self-in di ca ted be ca u se it is now-
he re and everywhe re. That is, so me at tempts at po li-
ti cal pres su re by this or that aut ho rity will be qu i te 
pos si ble everywhe re. Due to the cir cum stan ces, it 
will be most un li kely to ha ve a po li ti cal pres su re gro-
up in this lo vely town and it is al so well po si ti o ned, 
ge o grap hi cally spe a king. As a se at, yes. Test the ent-
hu si asm of po ten tial com mis sion mem bers. (Zo ran 
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Živ ko vić, Mil len ni um, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal 
Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti-
ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 2009.) 

RE KOM sho uld ad dress the facts abo ut what 
hap pe ned, not the hi sto ri cal ca u ses.

I think that the hi sto ri cal ca u ses are well-known, 
that the re was a lot of talk abo ut them and that this 
is not so met hing that RE COM sho uld ad dress. This 
is a to pic for the sci en ce, for hi sto ri ans, so ci o lo gists, 
anthro po lo gists and so on and I think that RE COM 
will be busy eno ugh fin ding the facts abo ut con cre te 
mat ters and sho uld not go in to hi sto ri cal ca u ses (...) 
it me ans go ing back to, I don’t know, as so me body 
said, to Ber lin Con gress, World War I, the Bat tle 
of Ko so vo or I don’t know, the ar ri val of the Slavs 
in this ter ri tory. The re are simply no wit nes ses for 
tho se things. (San dra Far kaš, Pe šča nik (Ho ur glass)
Wo men’s As so ci a tion, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Na ti o nal 
Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti-
ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 2009.) 

I think that the hi story is im por tant but I al so be li e-
ve that it wo uld ma ke the who le pro cess mo re com-
pli ca ted. We sho uld not for get that the re wo uld be 
six, three, se ven dif fe rent hi sto ri es which wo uld ha ve 
to be in cor po ra ted in one truth. From the po int of 
vi ew of the per pe tra tors’ mo ti ves which ma de them 
com mit the cri mes, be ca u se they be li e ved that the ir 
fo re fat hers had been vic ti mi sed in the past, go ing 
in to that may ma ke sen se, but I’m afraid it wo uld 
open Pan do ra’s box and di vert the at ten ti ion from 
what has to be do ne and to my mind it is the sto ri es 
of the vic tims and abo ve all the re pa ra ti ons. (Bo jan 
Ga vri lo vić, Bel gra de Cen tre for Hu man Rights, 
Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal 
Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 
2009.) 

RE COM sho uld ad dress the ca u ses and the 
hi sto ri cal con text 

The vic tims ex pect to he ar so me an swers which go 
beyond the fact that per son A ca me to a vil la ge and 
kil led per son B. One must go beyond that. (Go ran 
Mi le tić, Ci vil Rights De fen ders, of fi ce in Ser bia, Na ti-
o nal Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni-
sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 2009.) 

So we shall only deal with the vic tims and then (...) 
we shall pro du ce so me ma te rial ba sed on this, and 
we will not go in to the ca u ses and the who le con text. 
I think it is qu i te im pos si ble (Vir dži ni ja Ma ri na 

Gu zi na, Ci vil Par li a ment, Vr šac, Ser bia, Na ti o nal 
Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti-
ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 2009.) 

In ot her words, this is not the talk abo ut hi story 
for tal king abo ut hi story’s sa ke, for the sa ke of an 
in tel lec tual exer ci se or anything of the sort; this is 
de a ling with that part of the hi story or that aspect 
of the hi story which is re le vant for us he re if we are 
to avoid its re pe ti tion. This is the idea be hind the 
de a ling with the hi story by the truth com mis si-
ons. (Bog dan Iva ni še vić, In ter na ti o nal Cen tre for 
Tran si ti o nal Ju sti ce, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with 
Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser-
bia, December 17th 2009.) 

RE COM sho uld ad dress the re spon si bi lity of 
the me dia.

The po li ti cal ca u ses are so met hing el se and tal king 
abo ut them, I think that he re it is im pos si ble to avoid 
an exa mi na ti on of the re spon si bi lity of the me dia 
be ca u se we know how much did the me dia mo bi li se 
the mas ses for the war, war cri mes and so on in the 
early 1990s and thro ug ho ut the war; spe ci fi cally, the 
ro le of the RTS in Ser bia – I think it is im por tant to 
go in to that. (San dra Far kaš, Pe šča nik (Ho ur glass) 
Wo men’s As so ci a tion, Kru še vac, Ser bia, Na ti o nal 
Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti-
ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 2009.) 

Talk with pe o ple in lo cal co mmu ni ti es as much 
as pos si ble and ac qu a int them with the ini ti a-
ti ve. 

I think it is very im por tant at the lo cal le vel, that is 
in dif fe rent mi li e us in the re gion, to talk, to talk, to 
di scuss. I think that one of the ca u ses for the ar med 
con flicts was that pe o ple had no op por tu nity to 
talk abo ut so met hing that has tro u bled them for 
a long, long ti me, so met hing from the past and so 
on. (Na ta ša Lju bo mi ro vić, Gro up 484, Bel gra de, 
Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern-
men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 
17th 2009.) 

The le gi ti macy of the ini ti a ti ve rests with its 
re gi o nal cha rac ter, a mil lion sig na tu res and that 
it is an ini ti a ti ve from be low, ours for us. 

This who le initi a ti ve is le gi ti mi sed by this re gi o nal 
di men sion, the re gi o nal cha rac ter of the ini ti a ti ve; 
the re gi o nal de ba te and one mil lion sig na tu res pro-
vi de both the le gi ti macy and the cre di bi lity. (Na ta ša 
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Kan dić, Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen tre, Bel gra de, Ser-
bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men-
tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 
2009.) 

The third seg ment which vests RE COM with le gi-
ti macy is that the ini ti a ti ve co mes from be low, it 
is ours for us and it se ems to me that this fo cus is 
what di stin gu is hes it and why it can be ar gued that 
it might suc ceed. (Na ta ša Go ve da ri ca, Ci vil Ini ti a ti-
ves, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta ti ons with 
Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser-
bia, December 17th 2009.) 

Pu blic RTVs sho uld ha ve the cen tral pla ce in 
pro mo ting the RE COM ini ti a ti ve. 

The re are pu blic RTVs which are duty-bo und, which 
we as ci ti zens, each in his or her co un try pay for and 
(...) and the first task of our me dia ini ti a ti ve in ten-
ded to pro mo te this idea and en list the sup port in 
this way ne eds to be di rec ted at pu blic RTVs. (Na ta ša 
Go ve da ri ca, Ci vil Ini ti a ti ves, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti-
o nal Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga-
ni sa ti ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, December 17th 2009.) 

Apart from the pu blic te le vi sion, lo cal me dia 
al so play an im por tant ro le in the sha ping of the 
pu blic opi nion. 

It se ems to me that the me dia are not sup por ting 
ade qu a tely this who le story. The me dia in deed are 
de ci si ve when it co mes to in flu en cing the po li ti ci ans 
and the pu blic opi nion in any sta te. I think it is truly 
in di spen sa ble, not only in the cen tral me dia, but, 
abo ve all, in the lo cal me dia, to talk abo ut this as 
much as pos si ble and even to air the sto ri es of vic tims 
from all com mu ni ti es, tho se who we re vic ti mi sed in 
the re cent wars. Maybe even pay for it. (Lji lja na Sto-
ja no vić, Cen tre for the De ve lop ment of De moc racy 
and the So uth of ser bia, Vra nje, Ser bia, Na ti o nal 
Con sul ta ti ons with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti-
ons, Bel gra de, Ser bia, 17 De cem ber 2009.) 

Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM 

Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro 
De cem ber 17th 2009

The na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on the 

Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM in Pod go ri ca was or ga ni zed 
by the Cen ter for Ci vic Edu ca tion (CGO) from 
Pod go ri ca. The gat he ring was at ten ded by 44 par ti-
ci pants. In tro duc tory spe ec hes we re gi ven by Ve sna 
Ter še lič (Do cu men ta, Cro a tia) and Dra gan Po po vić 
(Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter, Ser bia). The di scus sion 
was mo de ra ted by Da li bor ka Ulja re vić (Exe cu ti ve 
Di rec tor of the CGO, Pod go ri ca).

The gat he ring was at ten ded by emi nent in tel lec-
tu als – uni ver sity pro fes sors, wri ters, so ci o lo gists, 
analysts, mi li tary of fi ci als, re ti red di plo mats, jud-
ges, hu man rights ac ti vists, jo ur na lists, and po li ti ci-
ans. Daily Vi je sti and Dan, Ra dio An ten na M, NTV 
Mon te na, Mi na, Ra dio Mon te ne gro, TV Pink M, 
and TV IN re por ted abo ut the gat he ring. 

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of the par ti ci pants.

RE COM is a re spon se to the li mi ta ti ons of exi-
sting de a ling with the past mec ha nisms.

Exi sting de a ling with the past mec ha nisms em ployed 
in the post-Yugo slav co un tri es as well as tho se prac-
ti sed in ter na ti o nally are very va lu a ble and me a-
ning ful, but they are ob vi o usly in suf fi ci ent. In or der 
to do the job pro perly, we need ad di ti o nal ac ti vi-
ti es, and I be li e ve RE COM is the right way to go. 
(Du brav ka Ulja re vić, Cen ter for Ci vic Edu ca tion, 
Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pod go ri-
ca, Mon te ne gro, December 17th 2009.) 

Vic tims are be ing mar gi na li zed in all post-Yugo-
slav co un tri es. RE COM sho uld be able to cre a te 
a spa ce for all vic tims to be he ard and iden ti fied 
and it sho uld al so pre vent the se lec ti ve pre sen-
ta tion of facts abo ut war cri mes.

I think I ha ve to say that re gar dless of the na ti o nal 
gro up they be long too, vic tims are to day mar gi na-
li zed all over the re gion, in clu ding Cro a tia. I think 
it is im por tant to cre a te a spa ce for all vic tims – to 
talk abo ut all vic tims and not just abo ut tho se we 
al ready know a lot abo ut. We wish to of fer a mo del, 
a sug ge stion abo ut how to stop pre sen ting the facts 
in a se lec ti ve man ner, we want to ma ke su re that 
when tal king abo ut war cri mes and vic tims of war 
cri mes, that we can talk abo ut the fa te of the vic-
tims of all war cri mes. (Ve sna Ter še lič, Do cu men ta, 
Cro a tia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, 
December 17th 2009.) 
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It is very im por tant that RE COM is esta blis hed 
by go vern ments be ca u se only go vern ments can 
pre vent war cri mes de nial and ini ti a te chan ges 
in school cur ri cu lums. 

It is cru cial that a body li ke this is for med in an 
of fi cial man ner so that its fin dings are cre di ble. The 
go vern ments ha ve the po wer to pre vent war cri mes 
de nial (...). Go vern ments can even pass laws, as was 
the ca se in Ger many when the go vern ment pas sed 
the Law on the Pro hi bi tion of the Ho lo ca ust De nial. 
Al so, only go vern ments ha ve the po wer to chan ge 
school cur ri cu lums and ini ti a te chan ges in school 
hi story bo oks etc. (...). And most de fi ni tely, real 
truth com mis si ons must be in de pen dent. (Dra gan 
Po po vić, Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen tre, Ser bia, Na ti o-
nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, December 
17th 2009.) 

Not everybody be li e ves that the cur rent go vern-
ments will try to pre ser ve the in de pen den ce 
and auto nomy of RE COM from the ir po li ti cal 
in flu en ce.

I am not qu i te su re that it is pos si ble to ask the 
go vern ments now in of fi ce to cre a te and fi nan ce 
RE COM and then to step asi de, re spec ting its auto-
nomy and in de pen den ce wit ho ut in ter fe ring with 
its work. (Mi li ka Pa vlo vić, wri ter from Bar, Mon te-
ne gro, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, 
December 17th 2009.) 

The re is a di lem ma whet her to cre a te na ti o nal 
com mis si ons first and la ter con nect them in to a 
body cal led RE COM or to form RE COM at the 
out set.

Wo uld it be bet ter to form na ti o nal com mis si ons 
first and then in te gra te them in to RE COM or go 
di rectly to RE COM. (Bra ni mir Ju kić, Am bas sa dor 
of Bo snia and Her ze go vi na in Mon te ne gro, Na ti o-
nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, December 
17th 2009.) 

Each co un try sho uld ma ke a re gi ster of the kil-
led, the mis sing, de ten tion camps lo ca ti ons, 
pri sons, and ot her cri mes, and then ap pro ach a 
re gi o nal net work.

It is an un di spu ta ble fact that the re are many kil-
led and mis sing per sons, for mer de ten tion camp 

or pri son in ma tes, so it ma kes sen se, as the man 
who spo ke be fo re me said; it ma kes sen se to cre a-
te a na ti o nal com mis sion first to clean up in our 
own backyard first, so to spe ak... When we gat her 
all the se facts, we will ha ve a re sult of the 1990s in 
front of us. Then you can ask your re spec ti ve go vern-
ments to ta ke so me me a su res to sol ve the se pe o ple’s 
pro blems. Then we can con nect in to a re gi o nal net-
work in an at tempt to sol ve the se pro blems. (Go ran 
Ra dić, lawyer from Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Na ti o-
nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, December 
17th 2009.)

Facts esta blis hed at a na ti o nal le vel will not be 
re a dily ac cep ted in the en ti re re gion. 

When we are tal king abo ut esta blis hing the facts 
on a na ti o nal le vel, I think it will be very dif fi cult 
to ma ke su re they are ac cep ted in the en ti re re gion, 
and that is a very im por tant part of this who le idea. 
It is cru cial to talk abo ut the wars and to esta blish 
the facts in a man ner which will be aut hen tic in the 
co un tri es con cer ned so that from that po int on it 
can be co me a fo un da tion for bu il ding mu tual trust 
or re con ci li a tion among the na ti ons of the for mer 
Yugo sla via. (Ve sna Ter še lič, Do cu men ta, Cro a tia, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, 
December 17th 2009.) 

Na ti o nal com mis si ons can not ac cess ar chi ves 
ow ned by ot her sta tes in the re gion.

The fact is that to da te all na ti o nal ini ti a ti ves ha ve 
fa i led, be ca u se, as Ve sna po in ted out, they did not 
ha ve sup port from ot her co un tri es. Al so, na ti o nal 
com mis si ons can hardly gi ve an swers and ac cess 
ar chi ves and do cu men ta tion ow ned by ot her co un-
tri es. Na ti o nal bo di es can hardly con vin ce the vic-
tims from ot her com mu ni ti es li ving in a dif fe rent 
co un try that it is now okay to trust a na ti o nal body 
cre a ted by a go vern ment who se in sti tu ti ons kil led 
the ir fa mi li es. (Dra gan Po po vić, Hu ma ni ta rian Law 
Cen tre, Ser bia, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel-
lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pod go ri ca, 
Mon te ne gro, December 17th 2009.) 

Mem bers of na ti o nal mi no ri ti es will only sup-
port a re gi o nal com mis sion and not a na ti o nal 
com mis sion.

And in the end, na ti o nal ver sus a re gi o nal com-
mis sion – my an swer is re gi o nal be ca u se na ti o nal 
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com mis si ons wo uld be ana e mic, so to spe ak, it wo uld 
be di sco u ra ged in stead of en co u ra ged by mem bers 
of ot her na ti o na li ti es and na ti ons. (Azra Ja so vić, 
lawyer from Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Na ti o nal con-
sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, December 17th 
2009.) 

Most facts ha ve been ma de pu blic but the pro-
blem is how to con front po li ti cal, me dia, and 
re li gi o us eli tes with them con si de ring the way 
they tre at war cri mes per pe tra tors from the-
ir na ti o nal com mu nity and vic tims from ot her 
com mu ni ti es.

I can say that we are rat her well in for med abo ut the 
war cri mes com mit ted on the ter ri tory of the for mer 
Yugo sla via by me ans of the in dic tment han ded down 
by the ICTY or by na ti o nal war cri mes trial cham-
bers. In my opi nion it is much mo re dif fi cult to ma ke 
po li ti cal, me dia, and re li gi o us eli tes deal with them. 
I won der if they are at all able to ac know led ge the se 
facts and I wo uld li ke to know how they tre at war 
cri mes per pe tra tors from the ir own com mu nity ver-
sus vic tims be lon ging to ot her et hnic gro ups. With no 
in ten tion to sin gle anyone out, I wo uld li ke to know if 
so me pro gress has been ma de and if the re ha ve been 
any chan ges in the po li ti cal ma trix and the men ta-
lity ge ne rally wit hin the re gion of the for mer Yugo-
sla via. (Bra ni mir Ju kić, Am bas sa dor of Bo snia and 
Her ze go vi na in Mon te ne gro, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion 
with in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, De cem ber 17th 2009.)

RE COM can co unt on the sup port of the Fact-
Fin ding Com mis sion of the In ter na ti o nal Red 
Cross Com mit tee.

And one mo re idea – the In ter na ti o nal Hu ma ni ta-
rian Fact-Fin ding Com mis sion of the In ter na ti o nal 
Red Cross Com mit tee is ta sked with esta blis hing the 
facts abo ut war cri mes and se ri o us vi o la ti ons of the 
in ter na ti o nal hu ma ni ta rian law. It is ma de up of 
ex perts in va ri o us fi elds and the only mem ber from 
the for mer Yugo sla via re gion is Prof. Star če vić. I 
ho pe this me ans so met hing and I ho pe that this man 
can help us. He is a hu man rights ac ti vist, a for mer 
sol di er, who left the army the mo ment he re a li zed 
the army was vi o la ting hu man rights. Soon af ter he 
jo i ned the In ter na ti o nal Red Cross Com mit tee and 
the hu man rights pro tec tion mo ve ment and I ho pe 
it will help us se cu re the sup port of such a uni que 
com mis sion fun cti o ning wit hin an in sti tu tion such 
as In ter na ti o nal Red Cross Com mit tee. (Iva na Je lić, 

Fa culty of Law, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, De cem ber 17th 
2009.) 

RE COM will ha ve a hard ti me esta blis hing the 
ca u ses of the con flict be ca u se all go vern ments 
will de fend the ir pre de ces sors.

I think that RE COM sho uld ex plo re the ca u ses of the 
war. It is not go ing to be easy be ca u se everyone will 
de fend the ir co un try and the ir na tion (...). I think 
that di sco ve ring the ca u ses of the war sho uld be part 
of RE COM’s man da te sin ce aca de mics will not be 
able to do it for a long ti me. We ha ve to ta ke a sha red 
po si tion on this: the war hap pe ned and wars ne ver 
hap pen spon ta ne o usly, they are al ways plan ned. 
Let’s talk abo ut tho se who plan ned the war. On ce we 
un der stand who plan ned the war, we’ll know who 
cre a ted the war-mon ge ring po li tics, and al so who 
was in po wer. Then we’ll know who the plan ners 
we re. (Bla go je Gra ho vac, re ti red Army Ge ne ral, 
Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with 
in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pod go ri-
ca, Mon te ne gro, De cem ber 17th 2009.) 

RE COM sho uld tac kle the is sue of the ca u ses of 
the war and war plan ners. 

I think that it is ne ces sary to deal with the ca u ses of 
war. (Azra Ja so vić, lawyer from Pod go ri ca, Mon te-
ne gro, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, 
De cem ber 17th 2009.) 

When we we re ele men tary or mid dle school stu dents 
we all le ar ned abo ut the real ca u ses and im me di a te 
ca u ses of the big wars. We all knew that im me di a-
te ca u ses we re of a su per fi cial na tu re and that real 
ca u ses we re so met hing very de ep. So, I ab so lu tely 
sup port Ge ne ral Gra ho vac and ot hers who in sist 
that we need to fo cus on the plan ners of the war. 
(Sla ven Le kić, analyst from Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne-
gro, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, 
De cem ber 17th 2009.) 

The con text of the war can only be esta blis hed 
af ter the facts ha ve been esta blis hed.

It is still un cle ar whet her this com mis sion will ha ve 
a man da te to esta blish the con text of the con flict. 
I think the com mis sion sho uld first esta blish the 
facts and then try to de ter mi ne the con text. Ho we-
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ver, this is sue still re ma ins unan swe red be ca u se we 
are not su re who sho uld be the pe o ple de ter mi ning 
the con text – ho nest hi sto ri ans, ho nest in tel lec tu als 
etc... All I know is that con text must be de ter mi ned 
for the sa ke of fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons. They must know 
what hap pe ned. (Dra go ljub Vu ko vić, jo ur na list 
from Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, De cem ber 17th 2009.) 

RE COM sho uld try to de ter mi ne the con text of 
the con flict be ca u se un der stan ding the con text 
me ans dra wing con clu si ons and les sons for the 
fu tu re.

I be li e ve it is cru cial that RE COM de ter mi nes the 
con text of the con flict be ca u se the con text it self was 
the wa ve that spread over en ti re na ti ons ma king 
them wil ling to ac cept war cri mes as a way to sol ve 
the pro blems in he ri ted from the pe riod when we all 
li ved in one co un try. Kno wing the con text will help 
us draw so me con clu si ons for the fu tu re along with 
re com men da ti ons for a li fe mo re or less sha red with 
our ne ig hbo urs. (Ra do mir La ko vić, Math and Na tu-
ral Sci en ces Fa culty, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Na ti-
o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, De cem ber 
17th 2009.) 

The Co a li tion for RE COM sho uld win over the 
pu blic be ca u se tho se ma king a de ci sion on the 
cre a tion of RE COM will be in flu en ced by pu blic 
opi nion abo ut RE COM.

The RE COM ini ti a ti ve must ha ve the po wer ful 
sup port of the pu blic be ca u se tho se de ci ding on the 
cre a tion of RE COM, first of all po li ti ci ans, will be 
lo o king for pu blic re ac tion to this idea. The re fo re, it 
is ne ces sary to ha ve a strong pu blic re la ti ons te am 
able to ma ke the pu blic un der stand what the go als of 
such an ini ti a ti ve are. (Alek san dra Ze ko vić, hu man 
rights re se ar cher, Mon te ne gro, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, De cem ber 17th 2009.) 

We need to ta ke advan ta ge of the pre va i ling 
mood of ci ti zens and po li ti cal eli tes to em bra-
ce Euro pean in te gra ti ons and we sho uld cre a te 
RE COM as part of that mo men tum. 

My qu e sti on is: what if our go vern ments turn aga-
inst RE COM and re fu se to form it? I think it sho uld 
be for med anyway and I think that everybody in clu-
ding the NGO sec tor, the me dia, and the en ti re so ci-

ety at a na ti o nal le vel sho uld pres su re the go vern-
ment in to ac cep ting the re qu est the cre a te RE COM. 
But, as I said, even if they don’t, RE COM sho uld be 
cre a ted (...). So, we need to ma ke good use of what we 
ha ve ava i la ble to day – the de si re of both the ci ti zens 
and po li ti cal eli tes to em bra ce Euro pean in te gra tion 
and use that mo men tum to cre a te RE COM. (Bran-
ko Lu ko vac, Ig man Ini ti a ti ve, Pod go ri ca, Mon te-
ne gro, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, 
De cem ber 17th 2009.)

One of the go als of RE COM sho uld be to 
demystify na ti o nal he ro es.

One of the go als of RE COM, in my opi nion, sho uld 
be to demystify na ti o nal he ro es at na ti o nal le vels, 
war cri mes per pe tra tors who ha ve been pra i sed as 
he ro es in the ir com mu ni ti es. (Azra Ja so vić, lawyer 
from Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, De cem ber 17th 2009.)

At the mo ment Ser bia is not ta king part in any 
of fi cial ini ti a ti ves whe re Ko so vo re pre sen ta ti ves 
are ac ti ve. How can we sol ve that pro blem sin ce 
it is ne ces sary that both Ser bia and Ko so vo ta ke 
part in the work of RE COM?

At this mo ment Ser bia do es not want to ta ke part 
in any ini ti a ti ves whe re Ko so vo re pre sen ta ti ves are 
ac ti ve. Will such be ha vi o ur of Ser bia re flect to the 
ca se of Bo snia and Her ze go vi na so that they, too, 
ma ke a de ci sion not to join for the sa me re a son? It 
is so met hing we need to think abo ut. (Alek san dra 
Ze ko vić, hu man rights re se ar cher, Mon te ne gro, 
Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, 
De cem ber 17th 2009.) 

Col lec ting the facts is very im por tant be ca u-
se the go vern ments are de stroying evi den ce of 
the ir re spon si bi lity for the atro ci ti es com mit ted 
du ring the war. 

I think that the ro le of RE COM is sig ni fi cant espe-
ci ally in terms of fact-fin ding be ca u se we are all 
awa re that our go vern ments are de stroying evi den-
ce of the ir re spon si bi lity, en ti re ar chi ves are be ing 
burnt – so let’s col lect wha te ver evi den ce we can 
whi le we still can. (Sla ven Le kić, analyst, Pod go ri ca, 
Mon te ne gro, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu-
als on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon-
te ne gro, De cem ber 17th 2009.) 
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Ci ti zens ma ni pu la ted in to sup por ting the war 
by the ir own go vern ments are al so vic tims.

Ci ti zens ma ni pu la ted in to sup por ting the war by 
the ir own go vern ments and by the me dia can al so 
be con si de red vic tims... I think it is very im por tant 
to un der stand that in co un tri es such as Mon te ne gro 
whe re we can only dre am abo ut ha ving a sig ni fi-
cantly dif fe rent go vern ment... (Bu di slav Mi nić, law-
yer from Ko la šin, Mon te ne gro, Na ti o nal con sul ta-
tion with in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, De cem ber 17th 2009.)
The non-go vern men tal sec tor, espe ci ally in 
Mon te ne gro, must not al low the se lec tion of 
mem bers to an nul the me a ning of the com-
mis sion as is the ca se with the se lec tion of the 
hu man rights pro tec tion of fi ci als.

The se lec tion pro cess must be tran spa rent – the non-
go vern men tal sec tor must not al low the go vern ment 
to cho se mem bers of the com mis sion in a man ner 
that wo uld an nul the me a ning of the com mis sion as 
is the ca se with the se lec tion of hu man rights pro-
tec tion of fi ci als who prac ti ce the hu man rights pro-
tec tion from the ir own po int of vi ew, in ac cor dan ce 
with the ir pro fes si o nal ca pa city, and pri ma rily to 
the ex tent not je o par di zing the ir jobs. (Azra Ja so-
vić, lawyer from Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, De cem ber 17th 
2009.) 

The sup port for vic tims is a pre con di tion for 
the cre a tion of RE COM.

I just want to alert you that, in the hi story of 
truth com mis si ons, the re are exam ples aro und 
the world whe re at one po int, be fo re, du ring, or 
af ter the for ma tion of the com mis sion the truth 
com mis sion was on one si de and the fa mi li es of 
the vic tims on the ot her si de. I am su re the re are 
mec ha nisms that can be used to pre vent si tu a ti ons 
li ke the se. (Gor dan Sto ja no vić, pu bli cist, Na ti o nal 
con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on the Ini ti a ti ve 
for RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, De cem ber 
17th 2009.) 

Maybe it is too early for the go vern ments to 
able to cre a te a com mis sion that is in de pen dent 
in its work.

We are wit nes sing si tu a ti ons whe re the go vern ment 
re fu ses to in clu de pe o ple who ha ve the ir own in te-
grity and opi nion in af fa irs that are less im por tant 

than this one ... I can’t ima gi ne the se go vern ments 
set ting up mec ha nisms, for ming com mis si ons full 
of free-thin king pe o ple, co u ra ge o us in tel lec tu als, 
wil ling and eager to in ve sti ga te and pro cess war cri-
mes... I can’t help thin king it is too pre ma tu re for the 
go vern ments to cre a te such com mis si ons. Of co ur-
se, for mally they can do it, but we’ll end up ha ving 
a com mis sion which will not do the job pro perly. 
(Stan ko Ma rić, As so ci a tion of the Lawyers of Mon-
te ne gro, Na ti o nal con sul ta tion with in tel lec tu als on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Pod go ri ca, Mon te ne gro, 
De cem ber 17th 2009.)

Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with 
Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons 
abo ut the RE COM Ini ti a ti ve

Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo
De cem ber 19th 2009

The na ti o nal con sul ta tion with NGOs was or ga ni-
sed by the Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter - Ko so vo in 
Pri šti na/Prishtinё on De cem ber 19th 2009. It was 
at ten ded by 35 re pre sen ta ti ves of Al ba nian and 
Bo sni ac ci vil so ci ety or ga ni sa ti ons; or ga ni sa ti ons 
re pre sen ting Turks, Ro ma, As hka li and Egypti ans 
and Serbs did not ta ke part. Na ta ša Kan dić (Hu ma-
ni ta rian Law Cen ter, Ser bia), Eugen Ja kov čić (Do cu-
men ta, Cro a tia) and No ra Ah me taj, hu man rights 
ac ti vist, Ko so vo) we re pa ne lists. The me e ting was 
mo de ra ted by Be kim Bla kaj (Hu ma ni ta rian Law 
Cen ter - Ko so vo).

The re gi o nal com mis sion shall pro vi de facts 
abo ut the past ba sed on real events and this will 
be ne fit the who le re gion. 

We sup port the re gi o nal ap pro ach be ca u se we be li-
e ve that the re gi o nal ap pro ach will pro du ce so me 
ef fect, whe re the par ti ci pants will man da te the 
com mis sion to in ter pret the hi story as it hap pe ned, 
ba sed on events which to ok pla ce and which will not 
per mit that any si des be ta ken to su it the in te rests 
of a par ti cu lar so ci ety and will in stead bring be ne fit 
to everybody in the re gion. (Ylber Mah xu ni, Youth 
Step, Vu či trn/Vus htr ri, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal Con sul ta-
tion with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Pri šti-
na, Ko so vo, De cem ber 19th 2009.) 

RE COM me ans he a ling of wo unds and clo-
sing the pain and that is an in di spen sa ble step 
to wards re con ci li a tion. 
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The ro le of the com mis sion is di scus sed amidst si len-
ce, whet her or not it sho uld be as so ci a ted with re con-
ci li a tion and that simply de pends on the per cep tion, 
how and in what way. This is ob vi o us and it se ems 
to me that so me aver sion has been cre a ted, un ne ces-
sary I’d say, to what is, af ter all, good for everybody. 
The ac ti vity of this com mis sion can of fer what we, 
in the ra pe u tic par lan ce call the he a ling of wo unds 
or clo sing the pain and this pro du ces a the ra pe u tic 
ef fect and may be, I co uld say, an in di spen sa ble step 
on a road which co uld be long and com pli ca ted but 
will even tu ally lead to re con ci li a tion. (Lul zim Ara pi, 
As so ci a tion for Psycho-So cial Sup port to Chil dren, 
Đa ko vi ca/Gjakovë, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion 
with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Pri šti na, 
Ko so vo, De cem ber 19th 2009.)

RE COM has gre at po ten tial re gar ding rap proc-
he ment, re con ci li a tion and ex pan si on of the 
fi eld of com mon in te rest. 

It is not easy to find the area of com mon in te rest 
among si des to a con flict and so I say,  su rely the re 
are the vic tims and the in te rest to shed light on the 
cri mes and va ri o us per pe tra tors who vi o la ted the 
hu man rights of tho se vic tims, well, that com mon 
in te rest has a gre at po ten tial to bring pe o ple clo ser 
to get her; it even has a di plo ma tic va lue be ca u se it 
is cross-bor der by na tu re and I be li e ve that in spi te 
of the fact which is, how shall I put it, sad and lo oks 
li ke a le gal pro blem, It ne vert he less has the po ten-
tial to bring pe o ple clo ser to get her and bro a den this 
fi eld of com mon in te rest (La zar Sto ja no vić, film 
di rec tor, Bel gra de Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion 
with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Pri šti na, 
Ko so vo, De cem ber 19th 2009.)

The main goal ne eds to be re con ci li a tion and it 
is pos si ble only by de a ling with the past. 

We sho uld be ar in mind that a pre con di tion for the 
re con ci li a tion pro cess is the pro cess of con fron ta tion 
with the truth. And this is in di spen sa ble if the main 
goal, re con ci li a tion, is to be ac hi e ved, and this is 
the re qu est of the fu tu re. (Na fi je Ku qi, In de pen dent 
Union of Ko so vo Pen si o ners and In va lids, Pri šti-
na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with 
Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Pri šti na, Ko so-
vo, De cem ber 19th 2009.)

RE COM of fers the op por tu nity for the per pe-
tra tors of war cri mes to ato ne or les sen the ir 
re spon si bi lity by spe a king out abo ut the mis de-
eds in which they par ti ci pa ted. 

Anot her thing which co mes to mind re gar ding what 
might be the con se qu en ces, the po si ti ve so cial ef fect 
of RE COM, is, as the se re con ci li a tion com mis si ons 
in dif fe rent parts of the world ha ve shown, that it 
of fers the op por tu nity to pe o ple who ha ve do ne a 
wrong to get a chan ce, be fo re the so ci ety and them-
sel ves, to ato ne, to be cle an sed or at le ast les sen 
the ir re spon si bi lity by eit her com mu ni ca ting it or 
co o pe ra ting, in one way or anot her, with this com-
mis sion or at le ast by par ti ci pa ting in this kind of 
gat he rings and di scus si ons. (La zar Sto ja no vić, film 
di rec tor, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion 
with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Pri šti na, 
Ko so vo, De cem ber 19th 2009.)

RE COM can help to re mem ber the past and the 
vic tims. The so ci ety owes that to the vic tims 
and the ir fa mi li es.

The com mis sion can help to re mind pe o ple of what 
hap pe ned and I think that as hu man be ings we owe 
it to tho se who we re vic tims at a cer tain po int in 
ti me. In ot her words, we owe it to tho se who are no 
lon ger with us, but we al so owe it to our sel ves and 
the ge ne ra ti ons that will co me af ter us. Be ca u se of 
that, af ter all, it is per haps so met hing that is very 
hu ma ne both for us and the ot hers, and espe ci ally 
the debt owed to tho se who are no lon ger with us. It 
is per haps the only sup port which nu me ro us fa mi-
li es of the mis sing per sons ex pect. (Lul zim Ara pi, 
As so ci a tion for Psycho-so cial Sup port to Chil dren, 
Đa ko vi ca/Gjakovë, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion 
with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Pri šti na, 
Ko so vo, De cem ber 19th 2009.)

RE COM sho uld con cern it self al so with the 
pen si o ners in Ko so vo sin ce Ser bia stop ped pay-
ing the ir pen si ons in 1999. 

We in Ko so vo ha ve new vic tims too, the vic tims from 
af ter the war. It is com mon know led ge that the re is a 
gro u ping, 80,000 in di vi du als: pen si o ners and in va-
lids, who are not get ting the ir pen si ons, who are not 
re tur ned the du es they paid du ring the ir wor king 
years when they co uld con tri bu te to the de ve lop-
ment of man po wer, the physi cal and psycho lo gi cal 
de ve lop ment of all ge ne ra ti ons. 80,000 pe o ple ha ve 
been left wit ho ut any fi nan cial sup port, let alo ne the 
psycho lo gi cal aspect and the ex tent of de for ma tion, 
de gra da tion, hu mi li a tion ... (Na fi je Ku qi, In de pen-
dent Union of Ko so vo Pen si o ners and In va lids, 
Pri šti na/Prishtinë, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion 
with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Pri šti na, 
Ko so vo, De cem ber 19th 2009.)
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So me pe o ple think that the fi nan cing of the 
com mis sion by the sta tes is not a good idea.

The set ting of all this pro cess in to mo tion re qu i res 
the par li a men tary ap pro val and the bud ge tary so lu-
tion is al so so ught from the par li a ment. Then it will 
in du bi tably de pend di rectly on the go vern ments and 
as a re sult – it me rely fol lows: it is said that so me-
body is bad but then his help is so ught. And no body, 
if he was told that he was bad, will help fi nan ci ally 
and the so lu tion of this who le pro blem will be co me 
qu e sti o na ble (At dhe Be ris ha, Ka la ja, Peć, Ko so-
vo, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with Non-Go vern men tal 
Or ga ni sa ti ons, Pri šti na, Ko so vo, De cem ber 19th 
2009.)

The vic tims will spe ak mo re freely if the ir iden-
tity is pro tec ted. 

I think that it is very im por tant to pre ser ve his/ her 
[vic tim’s] iden tity. So, in this re gard, the vic tim’s 
iden tity when he/she is pro tec ted, I mean, not pu blic 
for the pu blic, he/she can ex press him/her self mo re 
freely. (Bas hkim Aslla ni, Ex plo ring In tel li gen ce, 
Vu či trn/Vus htr ri, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion 
with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Pri šti na, 
Ko so vo, De cem ber 19th 2009.)

It is of cru cial im por tan ce to in clu de te ac hers 
and edu ca ti o nal in sti tu ti ons in the de ba te, be it 
for mally or in for mally. 

So, when de a ling with all this, how to chan ge the 
si tu a tion, how the ap pro ach will chan ge, it is im por-
tant to in clu de the edu ca ti o nal sec tor, eit her for-
mally or in for mally, be ca u se it holds the key to the 
chan ge of re la ti ons (Kar mit Zysman, Na ti o nal Con-
sul ta tion with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, 
Pri šti na, Ko so vo, De cem ber 19th 2009.)

The vic tims who will be te stifying need to be 
en su red pro fes si o nal psycho lo gi cal sup port. 
The in sti tu ti ons are duty-bo und to pro vi de the 
funds for the re ha bi li ta tion of the vic tims fol lo-
wing the ir te sti mo ni es. 

[Ex po su re to] in ter vi ews can pro du ce con se qu en ces 
and the se can, in the ir turn, ca u se furt her psycho-
lo gi cal com pli ca ti ons. It is im por tant that the se 
per sons sho uld not only be cal led upon to gi ve 
in for ma tion but al so to re ce i ve tre at ment, [to ser-
ve] not only as a so ur ce of in for ma tion; they sho uld 
be pro vi ded tre at ment if they re act in a man ner 
ne ces si ta ting psycho lo gi cal sup port. (...) tre at ment 

of tra u ma ti sed in di vi du als, with the post-tra u ma-
tic stress, is a long-term pro cess. So, whet her the re 
will be one or mo re ses si ons… but it is wi dely known 
that a num ber of ses si ons are re qu i red. I am tal king 
abo ut the fi nan cial con se qu en ces which can en sue if, 
for in stan ce, a per son ne eds a year-long tre at ment. 
It wo uld be good per haps to talk with in sti tu ti ons 
he re in Ko so vo, such as the Mi ni stry for So cial Af fa-
irs, the Mi ni stry of He alth, to find a way for them to 
help the re ha bi li ta tion of the se per sons af ter they’ve 
been thro ugh the in ter vi ew. (Imri Za be li, psycho lo-
gist, Glo go vac, Ko so vo, Na ti o nal Con sul ta tion with 
Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni sa ti ons, Pri šti na, Ko so-
vo, De cem ber 19th 2009.)

It is ne ces sary to set up a re gi o nal vic tim sup-
port cen tre. This co uld be one of RE COM’s 
re com men da ti ons.

This me ans that we need to fo re see not only the 
psycho-so cial sup port du ring the in for ma tion gat-
he ring, ta king of sta te ments, but, in po int of fact, 
spe cial psycho lo gi cal sup port to tho se vic tims who 
will te stify in pu blic, and then a pro gram me. It 
me ans that the re com men da ti ons must be se ri o us 
and for ce ful, and la ter on the co a li tion must be in 
a po si tion to mo ni tor the im ple men ta tion of the se 
re com men da ti ons. I re ally think it is ne ces sary to set 
up a re gi o nal fund for the vic tims. (Na ta ša Kan dić, 
Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen tre, Bel gra de, Ser bia, Na ti o-
nal Con sul ta tion with Non-Go vern men tal Or ga ni-
sa ti ons, Pri šti na, Ko so vo, De cem ber 19th 2009.) 

Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity 

No vi Pa zar, Ser bia 
De cem ber 21st 2009

Con sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu nity in No vi 
Pa zar we re or ga ni zed by the San džak Com mit tee 
for Hu man Rights and Im puls from Tu tin. Se venty-
one par ti ci pants, re pre sen ta ti ves on non-go vern-
men tal or ga ni za ti ons, te ac hers, cul tu ral wor kers, 
and ci ti zens in te re sted in this to pic at ten ded the 
gat he ring. San dra Or lo vić (Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen-
ter, Ser bia) and Dra gan Po po vić (Youth Ini ti a ti ve 
for Hu man Rights in Ser bia) spo ke abo ut the need 
to cre a te RE COM. The gat he ring was mo ni to red by 
Fran tu sa nu Iulian, OSCE re pre sen ta ti ves, Ah met 
Ha li la gić, SCO PES, No vi Pa zar, Head of the USAID 
Re gi o nal Of fi ce – Strengthe ning Eco no mic Sta bi-
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lity, Mar ko Vu ja čić, PR of fi cer for the De ve lop ment 
of Mu ni ci pa li ti es in So uth-Eastern Ser bia Pro gram, 
PRO and Asmir Co ko vić, Of fi ce of the Ci vi lian Fri-
e den sdi enst Fo rum from No vi Pa zar. TV Je din stvo 
and San džač ke No vi ne re por ted on the event. 

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons

RE COM is im por tant for San džak be ca u se of 
everything that hap pe ned in the pe riod from 
1991 to 1995: kid nap pings, mur ders, pro-
perty de struc tion, and the per se cu tion of the 
Mu slims. 

RE COM has a spe cial me a ning for San džak (...) 
ha ving in mind everything that hap pe ned he re 
from 1991 to 1995, but la ter too: se ri o us vi o la ti ons 
of hu man rights, kid nap pings, mur der, ar son, he avy 
ar til lery si e ge of towns and vil la ges, di scri mi na tion, 
mass per se cu tion of the Mu slim po pu la tion, mass 
po li ce re pres sion. It was all in the sha dow of war 
events in Cro a tia and Bo snia and Her ze go vi na 
and in Ko so vo. Many cri mes com mit ted in San džak 
re main for got ten (...). The sta te must in ve sti ga te the 
de stiny of the vic tims and gi ve the ir fa mi li es re le-
vant in for ma tion abo ut them. (Se mi ha Ka čar, San-
džak Com mit tee for Hu man Rights, No vi Pa zar, 
Ser bia, Con sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu nity, 
No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

If we only col lect the facts abo ut the cri mes 
com mit ted du ring and af ter the war, it wo uld 
only be a par tial suc cess be ca u se it is ne ces sary 
to esta blish the ca u ses.

If RE COM only col lects the facts abo ut the war 
cri mes and se ri o us hu man rights vi o la ti ons and 
fre e doms com mit ted du ring and af ter the war and 
do cu ments it all, it wo uld be only a par tial suc-
cess be ca u se if it is not re cor ded it did not hap pen. 
(Dže mal Ha li lo vić, Com mit tee for Hu man Rights 
Pro tec tion and Hu ma ni ta rian Ac ti vity, Pri boj, Ser-
bia, Con sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu nity, No vi 
Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

So, it is ne ces sary to esta blish the ca u ses be ca u se 
the ca u ses are con ti nu o us and they re ally ma de the 
vic tims be in no cent vic tims. (Meh med Sle zo vić, 
San džak In tel lec tual Com mit tee, No vi Pa zar, Ser-
bia, Con sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu nity, No vi 
Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

I be li e ve that we sho uld se arch for the ca u ses of all 

the se events in Ser bian na ti o na li stic pro gram mes, 
from ‘Na čer ta ni je’ till to day, so, sin ce 150 years ago 
be ca u se the Bo sni aks in this re gion ha ve al ready 
suf fe red al most a do zen ge no ci des and it hap pens 
all over again pe ri o di cally, every 20, 30, or 50 
years. If the ca u ses are not re mo ved, i.e. if the sta te 
do es not gi ve up its na ti o na li stic pro gram mes, the 
hi story is li kely to re pe at in the fu tu re. (Dže mal 
Ha li lo vić, Com mit tee for Hu man Rights Pro tec-
tion and Hu ma ni ta rian Ac ti vity, Pri boj, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu nity, No vi 
Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

RE COM sho uld in ve sti ga te the pe riod from the 
de ath of Jo sip Broz Ti to and it has to deal with 
the ca u ses. 

I think it wo uld be very good to in ve sti ga te the 
events star ting im me di a tely af ter the de ath of Jo sip 
Broz Ti to. Anything be fo re that wo uld be just too 
much. (Šem su din Kur to vić from Tu tin, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu nity, No vi 
Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

RE COM of fers the vic tims a spa ce to spe ak 
pu blicly abo ut what hap pe ned to them and it 
of fers to the so ci ety the ne ces sary sup port to 
mo rally exa mi ne the past.

This is an op por tu nity for the vic tims to simply 
ha ve a bro a der audi en ce to he ar abo ut the ir suf-
fe ring sin ce ju sti ce is slow and the ju di ci ary has 
many pro blems that need to be sol ved.
(...) RE COM can of fer them sup port in a mo re 
po si ti ve sen se but al so in a mo ral sen se mo ti va-
ting them to exa mi ne the past with a cri ti cal po int 
of vi ew. (Meh med Sle zo vić, San džak In tel lec tual 
Com mit tee, No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, Con sul ta ti ons 
with the lo cal com mu nity, No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, 
De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

The ac cent sho uld be on the pro tec tion of ci vi-
lian vic tims of war. The go vern ment and war 
pro fi te ers sho uld pro vi de the funds ne e ded for 
re pa ra ti ons.

Our main in te rest sho uld be to pro tect ci vi lian 
vic tims of war – pro vi de re pa ra ti ons, com pen sa te 
the vic tims or the ir fa mi li es (...). The sta te and war 
pro fi te ers sho uld pro vi de the funds (...) all tho se 
who are to day suc cessful bu si nes smen and tyco ons 
(...). And the le vel of hu man rights vi o la ti ons in 
San džak was wor se than in Ko so vo. He re (...) the 
ci vi lian vic tims we re su bjec ted to tor tu re by, first 
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of all, sta te po li ce, sec ret ser vi ces, of fi ces of pro se-
cu tors, by the ju di ci ary – ma inly by the system. 
(Ali ja Ha li lo vić, Ci ti zens’ Fo rum, No vi Pa zar, Ser-
bia, Con sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu nity, No vi 
Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem ber 21st 2009.)

For the vic tims dri ven from the vil la ges in the 
Pri boj mu ni ci pa lity ju sti ce me ans re ce i ving 
fi nan cial com pen sa tion and in dem ni fi ca tion 
for the ir pro perty.

The only way to gi ve (...) the se ci ti zens at le ast so me 
sen se of ju sti ce (...) is to in dem nify them, gi ve them 
fi nan cial com pen sa tion be ca u se for years they ha ve 
been una ble to vi sit the ir pro per ti es, they co uld not 
work on the ir land. And all the se years they had to 
pay ta xes or they co uld not ha ve he alth in su ran ce. 
(Ekrem Ha džić, As so ci a tion for the pro tec tion of 
rights of the per se cu ted and dis pla ced from the 
Pri boj mu ni ci pa lity, Con sul ta ti ons with the lo cal 
com mu nity, No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem ber 21st 
2009.) 

Am nesty for war cri mes per pe tra tors will mo ti-
va te them to tell us abo ut the cri mes vic tims 
are not awa re of.

It is very im por tant to pro mi se war cri mes per pe-
tra tors par don or am nesty for the cri mes they are 
in dic ted of (...). Pu blic he a rings of war cri mes per pe-
tra tors is very im por tant, maybe even mo re im por-
tant than vic tims’ te sti mo ni es be ca u se vic tims can 
tell abo ut the ir suf fe ring and the per pe tra tors may 
tell us what we don’t know. (Emir Fe ta ho vić, San-
džak Com mit tee for Hu man Rights, No vi Pa zar, 
Ser bia, Con sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu nity, 
No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

Vic tims’ fa mi li es ex pect RE COM to help 
pu nish the per pe tra tors, to find the bo dily 
re ma ins of the ir lo ved ones, and to pro tect 
them from furt her hu mi li a tion.

We ex pect this com mis sion to speed up co urt pro-
ce e dings for all per pe tra tors, to help us find the 
re ma ins, and to help pa rents of the se vic tims to die 
a dig ni fied de ath. (Nail Ka je vić, As so ci a tion of the 
fa mi li es of the per sons kid nap ped in Štrp ci, Pri je-
po lje, Ser bia, Con sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu-
nity, No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

RE COM has a po ten tial to bu ild a va lue system 
ac cep ta ble for everyone in the re gion.

RE COM sho uld try to cre a te a va lue system ac cep-
ta ble for everyone in the re gion. (Du šan Ni ce vić, 
In ter na ti o nal Uni ver sity in No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu nity, No vi 
Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

Me dia co ve ra ge is im por tant for the af fir ma-
tion of the com mis sion, but RE COM sho uld 
in ve sti ga te the ro le of the me dia in spre a ding 
ha tred and in to le ran ce.

Vic tims te stifying be fo re the ICTY are of ten as ha-
med by the re ports from the tri als at The Ha gue. 
The ir ro le is mul ti ple: they can help spread the 
word abo ut RE COM, but they can al so spread 
ha tred and in to le ran ce. In or der to le a ve the past it 
is ne ces sary to ha ve the me dia with an in de pen dent 
re la ti on ship with re spect to the cri mes and vic tims 
in this co un try. (Ša ban Ša ren ka pić, Da mad Cul tu ral 
Cen ter, No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, Con sul ta ti ons with the 
lo cal com mu nity, No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem ber 
21st 2009.) 

It is ne ces sary to find a way to chan ge the ro le 
of the me dia.

The fact that the sta tes did not do anything ju sti-
fi es the re gi o nal cha rac ter of RE COM. RE COM 
is a na tu ral re spon se to that fact (...). I agree that 
RE COM sho uld in clu de the en ti re system, in clu ding 
the me dia which con tri bu ted to the blos so ming of 
fa scist ide as in so ci ety. The se me dia outlets sho-
uld be in clu de in the pro cess of re mo ving the se bad 
in flu en ces from so ci ety. (Sa bi na Ta lo vić, Wo men in 
Black, Plje vlja, Mon te ne gro, Con sul ta ti ons with 
the lo cal com mu nity, No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem-
ber 21st 2009.) 

Pu blic he a rings of vic tims are an im por tant 
ac ti vity for RE COM but it will only be ef fec ti ve 
if na ti o nal TV sta ti ons bro ad cast it. 

Furt her on, pu blic he a rings of vic tims are ab so-
lu tely im por tant but they must be bro ad cast on 
TV sta ti ons with na ti o nal fre qu en ci es. The re is no 
po int co ve ring the se events only by lo cal me dia, 
be ca u se the na ti o nal me dia ha ve aired things back 
in the 1990s and ma de pe o ple do what they did. 
(Mu ha rem Mu tav dži ja, TV Po li mlje, Ser bia, Con-
sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu nity, No vi Pa zar, 
Ser bia, De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

Chil dren are be ing bro ught up and edu ca ted by 
li ste ning to the li es abo ut the past.
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Evil has been plan ted in tex tbo oks and we, tho se of 
us edu ca ting chil dren, we vi o la te chil dren’s ba sic 
rights every day. (Ke mal Dže mić, Gest - As so ci a-
tion of ci ti zens from Tu tin, Ser bia, Con sul ta ti ons 
with the lo cal com mu nity, No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, 
De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

RE COM sho uld ma ke a dif fe ren ce bet we en 
ide o lo gi es in spi ring the cri me and ge no ci de 
and or di nary ide o lo gi es.

The com mis sion can not be ne u tral with re spect 
to dif fe rent ide o lo gi es (...) but it can dif fe ren ti a te 
bet we en ide o lo gi es in spi ring ha tred, kil ling, et hnic 
cle an sing if that is a eup he mism for the cri me, for 
ge no ci de, and so on. We ha ve to ma ke a dif fe ren ce 
bet we en that and an or di nary ide o logy. (Ra miz 
Cr ni ša nin, San džak In tel lec tual Cir cle, No vi Pa zar, 
Ser bia, Con sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu nity, 
No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

RE COM sho uld ha ve of fi ces in com mu ni ti es 
whe re cri mes ha ve been com mit ted.

This com mis sion sho uld by all me ans ha ve an of fi ce 
in No vi Pa zar sin ce it is the he art of the San džak 
and sin ce the re are many vic tims in need of help. 
(Na zim Ha li lo vić, Fo rum for To le ran ce and Co ha-
bi ta tion, Tu tin, Ser bia, Con sul ta ti ons with the 
lo cal com mu nity, No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem ber 
21st 2009.) 

For prac ti cal re a sons I be li e ve that RE COM sho uld 
ha ve of fi ces in are as whe re most cri mes and hu man 
rights vi o la ti ons hap pe ned. I spe ci fi cally think of 
Pri boj and its vi ci nity be ca u se mass cri mes hap pe-
ned the re, et hnic cle an sing, in one word an exo dus, 
which re sul ted in a chan ge in the de mo grap hic 
struc tu re of the re gion sin ce mo re than a half of the 
Bo sni ak po pu la tion mo ved away. (Dže mal Ha li lo-
vić, Com mit tee for Hu man Rights Pro tec tion and 
Hu ma ni ta rian Ac ti vity, Pri boj, Ser bia, Con sul ta ti-
ons with the lo cal com mu nity, No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, 
De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

RE COM is the only way to re ach the truth and 
to tre at vic tims as hu man be ings and not as 
mem bers of so me et hnic gro ups. In or der for 
the com mis sion to work in de pen dently, it is 
cri ti cal to se lect pro fes si o nals with high et hi cal 
stan dards.

This is the right way to find the truth (...) but it is 
very im por tant to cho o se the right in di vi du als to be 

mem bers of the com mis sion. It is im pe ra ti ve that 
they are pro fes si o nally and mo rally cre di ble be ca-
u se that will ha ve the big gest im pact on the work of 
the com mis sion. And se condly (...) to find a way to 
start tre a ting vic tims as hu man be ings re gar dless 
of the et hnic gro up they be long to. (Slo bo dan Mar-
ti no vić, Ar gu ment, Pri je po lje, Ser bia, Con sul ta ti-
ons with the lo cal com mu nity, No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, 
De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

It is very im por tant for the Bo sni aks that all 
ci ti zens are equ al be fo re the law.

When it co mes to re con ci li a tion, I don’t know who 
we sho uld ma ke pe a ce with, which is one of the 
go als of RE COM. The Bo sni aks in San džak did not 
ha ve any dis pu tes with anyone, we did not ma ke a 
sin gle Ser bian child cry, we did not harm anyone, 
and we sho uld not ma ke pe a ce with anyone. We 
only want this go vern ment to tre at us li ke all ot her 
ci ti zens, in ac cor dan ce with the law. (Dže mal Ha li-
lo vić, Com mit tee for Hu man Rights Pro tec tion 
and Hu ma ni ta rian Ac ti vity, Pri boj, Ser bia, Con-
sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu nity, No vi Pa zar, 
Ser bia, De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

RE COM sho uld ini ti a te and re com mend 
psycho-so cial, work, and fa mily re ha bi li ta tion 
of vic tims.

Wo uld it be pos si ble for RE COM to so me how help 
the vic tims, to tac kle the is sue of vic tims’ re ha bi-
li ta tion (...)? What are the op ti ons to re ally help 
them thro ugh psycho-so cial, work, and fa mily re ha-
bi li ta tion? The re is very lit tle talk abo ut that and 
it is re ally very im por tant be ca u se in ad di tion to 
mo re sub stan tial li fe pro blems, many pe o ple ha ve 
to co pe with the se is su es, too. The go vern ment do es 
not pay at ten tion to that, the co urts don’t ca re 
abo ut it. So I was ho ping that maybe RE COM may 
ad dress this is sue. (Edin Ju so vić from Tu tin, Ser-
bia, Con sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu nity, No vi 
Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

The sta te fi nan ced the po li ce that tor tu red 
pe o ple and nur tu red an af fir ma ti ve re la ti on-
ship with re spect to the cri mes they com mit-
ted. The se are the main ob stac les in cre a ting 
RE COM.

The se pe o ple we re kid nap ped and tor tu red by the 
sta te po li ce, the sta te fi nan ced it, and I think it is 
go ing to be very dif fi cult to con vin ce them to cre a te 
RE COM sin ce they ha ve for so long con do ned the 
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cri mes the po li ce com mit ted. (Se dat Vr cić, Flo res, 
Sje ni ca, Con sul ta ti ons with the lo cal com mu nity, 
No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

It is go ing to be very dif fi cult to win the con fi-
den ce of the vic tims and mo ti va te them to talk.

When I say vic tims, I mean pe o ple who are di rect 
vic tims, who we re di rectly af fec ted, who we re tor tu-
red (...). I think the se pe o ple are not he ard eno ugh 
and it will be very dif fi cult to win the ir trust and 
mo ti va te them to talk abo ut the ir suf fe ring. (Omer 
Bro nja, Ur ban In, No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, Con sul ta ti-
ons with the lo cal com mu nity, No vi Pa zar, Ser bia, 
De cem ber 21st 2009.) 

Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM
 
Za je čar, Ser bia 
De cem ber 22nd 2009

Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity in Za je čar 
was or ga ni zed by the non-go vern men tal or ga ni za-
tion Za je čar Ini ti a ti ve. The gat he ring was at ten ded 
by 30 par ti ci pants, hu man rights ac ti vists, ci ti zens, 
mem bers of po li ti cal par ti es, re pre sen ta ti ves of the 
lo cal self-ru le of the towns of Za je čar, Knja že vac, 
and Bor, re pre sen ta ti ves of na ti o nal mi no ri ti es, 
mem bers of the ju di ci ary, edu ca tors, etc. The Ini-
ti a ti ve for RE COM was re pre sen ted by Ma ja Sto ja-
no vić (Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights, Ser bia) 
and Mi lan ka Ša po nja-Ha džić (Hu ma ni ta rian Law 
Cen tre, Ser bia). Lo cal me dia re por ted abo ut the 
gat he ring.

Sug ge sti ons, opi ni ons, and 
re com men da ti ons of par ti ci pants

Par li a ments sho uld form the re gi o nal com-
mis sion be ca u se it wo uld in sti ga te a bro a der 
di scus sion and mo re opi ni ons.

We think that we need to ha ve of fi cial sup port. I 
think that the par li a ments sho uld form the com-
mis sion be ca u se it wo uld mean a bro a der di scus-
sion, a mo re com pre hen si ve de ba te and mo re opi-
ni ons. If a com mis sion is for med by a pre si den tial 
dec ree, it may be un der stood as an act of ne po tism 
in this re gion... (Sreć ko Će fer ja no vić, Mu ni ci pal 
Com mit tee of the De moc ra tic Party in Za je čar, 

Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on 
the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem-
ber 22nd 2009.) 

RE COM sho uld not deal with dis tant past. Tac-
kling the events from the pe riod be fo re 1989 
wo uld only re la ti vi ze the cri mes. The re port 
sho uld pre sent the cri mes on a mu ni ci pal le vel, 
whe re they hap pe ned.

I think the ti me pe riod RE COM sho uld be in ve sti-
ga ting is 1991-2001 be ca u se the com mis sion sho uld 
al so deal with the events in Slo ve nia and Ma ce-
do nia – I men ti o ned the year 2001 be ca u se of the 
events in Ma ce do nia. Al so, I think that we sho uld 
ma ke the re ports on the mu ni ci pal le vel, whe re the 
cri mes hap pe ned. (Dra ga na Ni ko lić, Ci vic Ini ti a ti-
ve Com mit tee, Niš, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem ber 22nd 2009.)

I think we sho uld fo cus on the events star ting in 
1989, and not be fo re. What hap pe ned be fo re that 
wo uld just re la ti vi ze all this. I think that is a job for 
hi sto ri ans, not for this com mis sion. (Zo ran Stan ko-
vić, Mu ni ci pal Com mit tee of the Li be ral De moc-
ra tic Party in Za je čar, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem ber 22nd 2009.)

I think that we need to in clu de the pe riod be fo re 
1991 be ca u se no hi sto ri cal event can be vi e wed as 
an iso la ted oc cur ren ce, be ca u se we need to un der-
stand the events in Pre šev ska Do li na. (Če do mir 
Vra nja nac from Za je čar, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with 
the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem ber 22nd 2009.)

The only pos si ble task of the re gi o nal com mis-
sion is to col lect the facts and it sho uld by no 
me ans gi ve a le gal in ter pre ta tion of war cri mes. 

I am con vin ced that this com mis sion sho uld only 
esta blish the facts and not hing el se (...) only the 
ju di ci ary can ma ke a le gal as ses sment of cri mes 
in ac cor dan ce with exi sting laws, the Con sti tu tion, 
and in ter na ti o nal le gal acts. The com mis sion must 
not do it. (An dre ja Raj ko vić, Ti mok new spa per, 
Za je čar, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za je čar, Ser-
bia, De cem ber 22nd 2009.)

The com mis sion sho uld deal with both the 
facts and the ca u ses of war.
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The com mis sion sho uld deal with both the facts 
and the ca u ses of war, (...) and it says he re (...) with 
re con ci li a tion, too. OK, I will call it that be ca u se 
we need to un der stand the fact that the se pe o ple 
did not start fig hting each ot her just li ke that, but 
that they we re in flu en ced by a se ri o us na ti o na li-
stic pro pa gan da and if we ma na ge to cla rify the-
se ca u ses, it wo uld be easi er for everyone to get a 
real un der stan ding of what we did to each ot her. 
(Sreć ko Će fer ja no vić, Mu ni ci pal Com mit tee of the 
De moc ra tic Party in Za je čar, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem ber 22nd 2009.) 

I think that hi story as a sci en ce must spe ak abo ut 
the facts and the ca u ses of the se wars and the com-
mis sion sho uld spe ak abo ut the facts and the ca u ses 
from its po int of vi ew. The co ur se of the events is 
ne ces sary so that the ge ne sis of the war is un der-
stood, and al so we need a list of all vic tims. I think 
that it sho uld be the most im por tant ro le of this 
com mis sion and I per so nally be li e ve that it sho uld 
ope ra te on the na ti o nal and re gi o nal le vel. (Če do-
mir Vra nja nac from Za je čar, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem ber 22nd 2009.)

The com mis sion sho uld in ve sti ga te the plight 
of the Ro ma pe o ple in this war.

It is ter rifying to see the per cen ta ge of the Ro ma 
pe o ple who lost li ves in this war com pa red to what 
per cent of the to tal po pu la tion they ma ke. And 
when you com pa re that to the num ber of sons of 
high ran king go vern ment of fi ci als or doc tors who 
lost the ir li ves – well, you’ll re a li ze that so met-
hing is ter ribly wrong and that not everybody was 
tre a ted the sa me by the ir own pe o ple. (Sa va Sma-
i lo vić, Ti mok Ro ma Cen tre from Za je čar, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem ber 
22nd 2009.)

RE COM is a good op por tu nity for vic tims to 
le arn whe re the ir lo ved ones are, who the war 
cri mes per pe tra tors are and why they did what 
they did in or der to be able to go on with the ir 
li ves.

Al so, I wo uld li ke to add that RE COM is very im por-
tant for the vic tims be ca u se many pe o ple are ti red 
of ta king part in such events, tel ling the ir sto ri es for 
va ri o us TV sta ti ons, tal king to in sti tu ti ons wit ho ut 
any goal in mind or wit ho ut any gain for them sel ves 

in the end. This is a good op por tu nity for them to 
find out what hap pe ned to the ir lo ved ones, who the 
per pe tra tors are and why they did it, so that they 
can mo ve on with the ir li ves. (Sreć ko Će fer ja no vić, 
Mu ni ci pal Com mit tee of the De moc ra tic Party in 
Za je čar, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com-
mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za je čar, Ser-
bia, De cem ber 22nd 2009.) 

The de ba te on the re gi o nal com mis sion sho uld 
in clu de non-par li a men tary par ti es and ve te-
rans’ or ga ni za ti ons.

The re are no re pre sen ta ti ves of non-par li a men tary 
po li ti cal par ti es and they ha ve two and a half mil-
lion vo ters (...) as op po sed to one mil lion sig na tu res 
you want to col lect. They are much stron ger than 
you al ready. Al so, I don’t see mem bers of ve te ran’s 
or ga ni za ti ons he re. (An dre ja Raj ko vić, Ti mok new-
spa per, Za je čar, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za je čar, 
Ser bia, De cem ber 22nd 2009.)

In clu ding the ve te rans and for mer de ten tion 
camp in ma tes in di vi du ally and thro ugh the ir 
as so ci a ti ons will bring mo re truth to the pro-
cess.

I be li e ve that it is a good idea to in clu de ve te rans 
as much as pos si ble in the pro cess. I sup po se many 
of them we re in doc tri na ted by the re gi me and they 
went whe re they we re sent. I per so nally know at 
le ast a do zen pe o ple from Za je čar co unty who we re 
eit her in de ten tion camps or in the war zo ne. They 
can help a gre at deal by tel ling us what they went 
thro ugh. (De jan Zdrav ko vić, Mu ni ci pal Com mit tee 
of the Li be ral De moc ra tic Party, Za je čar, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem ber 
22nd 2009.)

The com mis sion sho uld al so deal with “our 
own vic tims” who suf fe red due to the ne gli gen-
ce of the ir su per i ors.

What cri te ria are you go ing to apply in de ter mi-
ning the war cri me and the war vic tim? Is RE COM 
go ing to deal with tho se who be ca me vic tims thro-
ugh the will of the ir su per i ors? For exam ple, if a 
su per i or of fi cer or de red his men to dri ve a truck 
thro ugh a mi ne fi eld, fully awa re that it was a mi ne 
fi eld, who se vic tims are the se men? (Sa va Sma i-
lo vić, Ti mok Ro ma Cen tre from Za je čar, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
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Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem ber 
22nd 2009.)

Young pe o ple sho uld be in for med and in clu ded 
in the mil lion sig na tu res cam pa ign.

The re are many young pe o ple who ha ve no know-
led ge what so e ver abo ut the war events from the 
1990s and it is re ally ne ces sary to in form them and 
in clu de them thro ugh ci vil so ci ety or ga ni za ti ons in 
the pro cess of esta blis hing RE COM. (Ma ja Sto ja-
no vić, Youth Ini ti a ti ve for Hu man Rights, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem ber 
22nd 2009.)
 
I re ally find it wo rrying that my pe ers ha ve no idea 
abo ut what hap pe ned on the ter ri tory of the for mer 
Yugo sla via in the 1990s and I think that you sho-
uld pay mo re at ten tion to this pro blem and work 
on fin ding ways to in form them abo ut it pro perly. 
(Si ni ša Ko di co vić, Ne go tin Gram mar School, Ser-
bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem ber 
22nd 2009.)

It is im por tant to cla rify the ro le and the 
re spon si bi lity of all sta te se cu rity ser vi ces for 
war cri mes com mit ted du ring the wars of the 
1990s.

Sta te se cu rity ser vi ces from all over the re gion sho-
uld be in ve sti ga ted be ca u se we all know that they 
are re spon si ble for everything that hap pe ned. The 
pe o ple did not do the se cri mes on the ir own, the 
cri mes we re com mit ted by ide o lo gi es and in di vi du-
als in spi red by the se cri mes (...). I think that’s the 
key ele ment in fin ding the truth (...) be ca u se the se 
se cu rity ser vi ces we re pri mary in sti ga tors of every-
thing that esca la ted la ter. (Mi o drag Mi lo še vić, The 
Town of Bor Im pro ve ment Wor kshop, Bor, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem ber 
22nd 2009.)

RE COM sho uld tac kle the is sue of hu man rights 
vi o la ti ons in San džak in the 1990s.

What was go ing on in San džak in the 1990s can 
al so be ca te go ri zed as war cri mes. The se we re not 
di rect war cri mes but you all know that ci ti zens of 
San džak of Mu slim na ti o na lity we re tor tu red by 
the po li ce, not by the pa ra mi li ta ri es, alt ho ugh they 

did it too, that is a fact. The po li ce to ok pe o ple in 
for qu e sti o ning and so on. That is not a war cri me 
as such, but that sho uld al so be pu nis hed. (Dra ga-
na Ni ko lić, Ci vic Ini ti a ti ve Com mit tee, Niš, Ser bia, 
Con sul ta tion with the lo cal com mu nity on the 
Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem ber 
22nd 2009.)

Each sta te sho uld form its own com mis sion and 
the re sho uld be a re gi o nal com mis sion to over-
lo ok the work of na ti o nal com mis si ons. 

Each sta te sho uld form its own com mis sion and 
the re sho uld be a com mis sion which is su per i or 
to all the se na ti o nal com mis si ons, but only if that 
com mis sion can be ob jec ti ve and un bi a sed. (Mar ko 
Ri stić, Mu ni ci pal Ad mi ni stra tion of the Mu ni ci-
pa lity of Knja že vac, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem ber 22nd 2009.)

Ex perts in dif fe rent fi elds sho uld be in clu ded in 
the work of the com mis sion.

And this com mis sion sho uld de fi ni tely be ma de up 
of ex perts in the fi eld of hi story, so ci o logy, psycho-
logy, and ot her fi elds (...). Al so, young pe o ple sho uld 
be in clu ded, pe o ple who to ok part in the con flict, 
ci ti zens who are in te re sted in this to pic, etc. All 
cri mes sho uld be cla ri fied and we, the Union of 
Ro many in Ser bia, we want to gi ve our con tri bu tion 
to that. (Boj ko Stan ko vić, Du nav, Union of Ro many 
in Ser bia, Za je čar, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the 
lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, 
Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem ber 22nd 2009.)

So, I be li e ve that the com mis sion, first of all, sho uld 
be ma de up of ex perts, pro fes si o nals in dif fe rent 
fi elds and al so, I think that this com mis sion can not 
do it all. I think that the re sho uld be mo re com mis-
si ons and this one sho uld be a hig her com mis sion 
and they sho uld all work to get her in or der to find 
the facts. (Sa va Sma i lo vić, Ti mok Ro ma Cen tre 
from Za je čar, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion with the lo cal 
com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM, Za je čar, 
Ser bia, De cem ber 22nd 2009.)

RE COM sho uld al so deal with vic tims of the 
NA TO bom bard ment and in ve sti ga te whet her 
non-con ven ti o nal am mu ni tion was used du ring 
the ope ra tion.

It is my per so nal be li ef that the kil ling of (...) in no-
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cent ci vi li ans du ring the NA TO in ter ven tion in 
Ser bia sho uld be in ve sti ga ted. The re is the ca se of 
the bom bing of the con voy of re fu ge es, then the ca se 
of the train, and so me ot her ca ses that sho uld be 
in ve sti ga ted and con si de red as war cri mes be ca u se 
they we re com mit ted du ring the war. Al so, the use 

of cas set te bombs which are ban ned by the in ter na-
ti o nal hu ma ni ta rian law con sti tu tes a war cri me. 
(Sreć ko Će fer ja no vić, Mu ni ci pal Com mit tee of the 
De moc ra tic Party in Za je čar, Ser bia, Con sul ta tion 
with the lo cal com mu nity on the Ini ti a ti ve for 
RE COM, Za je čar, Ser bia, De cem ber 22nd 2009.) 
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